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Abstract

Milk has been a staple in many households for decades, but its potential association with criminal activity
has long been a topic for jest rather than serious inquiry. In this study, we delve into the captivating, albeit
unexpected, connection between milk consumption and the incidence of robberies in the state of
Massachusetts. Utilizing rigorous statistical analysis and data spanning from 1990 to 2021, our research
team uncovers a correlation coefficient of 0.8813825 and p < 0.01, shedding light on a "moo-ving"
relationship that has eluded public attention. Milk is a widely consumed beverage cherished for its
nutritional benefits and creamy taste. However, our findings suggest that its impact may extend beyond its
contribution to bone health and calcium intake. Through a comprehensive examination of USDA records
on milk consumption and FBI Criminal Justice Information Services data on robberies, we reveal an
intriguing pattern that challenges conventional wisdom and prompts us to take a serious look at the dairy
aisle. In our pursuit of illuminating this intriguing connection, we encountered remarkable statistical
significance, prompting us to exclaim, "Holy cow!" The results of our analysis point to a strong positive
correlation between milk consumption and the incidence of robberies in Massachusetts, implying that as
milk consumption rises, so do the number of robberies. This could lead to a "udderly” fascinating
discussion on the potential implications of the dairy industry on societal behavior, with profound
implications for public policy and criminology. We anticipate that the findings of this study will stimulate
further research and provoke lively debates, while also providing an entertaining reminder that
sometimes, the most "un-bovine-able" relationships can emerge from the most unexpected sources.

Copyleft 2024 Center for Research. No rights reserved.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



1. Introduction

The relationship between milk consumption
and criminal behavior has often been
relegated to the realm of humor and
whimsy, with jokes about "getaway cars"
and "milk burglars" permeating popular
culture. However, amidst the chuckles and
giggles, a question arises: Could there be a
potential correlation between the intake of
this wholesome dairy product and the
commission of crimes? This inquiry, while
initially met with skepticism and mirth, has
led to an intriguing investigation that has
churned up some surprising findings.

In the context of Massachusetts, a state
renowned for its rich history and vibrant
societal tapestry, we set out to explore the
connection between milk consumption and
the occurrence of robberies. As we delved
into this curious pursuit, we couldn't help but
be reminded of the classic joke: "Why was
the math book sad? Because it had too
many problems.” Similarly, as researchers,
we are constantly faced with diverse
problems that demand careful scrutiny and
innovative solutions, and the correlation
between milk and robberies presented an
enigmatic puzzle that beckoned for
resolution.

By analyzing data from the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) on milk
consumption and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation ~ (FBI)  Criminal  Justice
Information Services database on reported
robberies from 1990 to 2021, we sought to
unearth any substantive link between these
seemingly unrelated phenomena. Our initial
skepticism transformed into astonishment
as the statistical analyses revealed a
correlation coefficient of 0.8813825 and p <
0.01, prompting us to exclaim, "This
relationship is utterly fascinating!"

The discovery of this statistically significant
positive correlation not only piqued our
academic curiosity but also invited a playful

reimagining of classic idioms. After all, who
would have thought that "cereal robberies"
and "milk heists" could take on a whole new
meaning in the context of our findings?

As we present this research, we aim to
underscore the potential implications of our
unexpected findings for criminology, public
policy, and perhaps even marketing
strategies within the dairy industry. Thus,
while the idea of milk as a catalyst for
criminal behavior may initially appear
"udderly" preposterous, our study suggests
that it may indeed warrant serious
consideration and further investigation.

In this vein, we invite our esteemed
colleagues to accompany us on a journey
through the quirky terrain of statistical
analysis, where even the most mundane
variables can unveil their unsuspected
connections. We hope that our findings will
inspire both scholarly discourse and, dare
we say, a few milk-related puns along the
way.

2. Literature Review

The unexpected relationship between milk
consumption and criminal activity has
spurred a cornucopia of inquiries, ranging
from the flippant to the downright udderly
perplexing. Smith and Doe, in their seminal
work "Dairy Dynamics: Exploring the
Interplay of Milk and Mayhem,"” laid the
groundwork for our understanding by
postulating potential links between the
creamy beverage and unlawful behavior.
Their riveting exploration sent shockwaves
through academic circles, akin to a lactose-
intolerant individual stumbling upon an
unmarked jug of milk.

Jones, in "Milk Money and Misdemeanors: A
Statistical Saga,” meticulously detailed
patterns of milk consumption and
misdemeanor offenses, capturing the
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academic imagination and the delight of
bovine enthusiasts everywhere.

Turning to non-fiction literature that
tangentially touches upon the subject
matter, "Got Milked: The Economics of
Dairy" by Emma Creamery provides a
comprehensive exploration of the economic
implications of the dairy industry. This work,
though not explicitly focused on crime,
invites readers to ponder the potential
societal ripple effects of milk production and
consumption.

On the fictional front, the classic "Milk and
Honey" by R. Cheesecake elevates the
status of milk to realms beyond the
mundane, offering a surreal yet oddly
compelling narrative that teases the
boundaries of reality and imagination. The
uncanny parallels between the enchanting
prose of "Milk and Honey" and our own
empirical journey are, like milk and cookies,
simply irresistible.

In a twist of fate, "The Great Milk Robbery"
by A. Steal captivates readers with its
thrilling narrative of heists and lactic
exploits, serving as a reminder that fact and
fiction often intertwine in unexpectedly
delightful ways.

While perhaps less conventional, the
cinematic masterpiece  "Milk  Money"
(directed by Richard Benjamin) weaves a
tale of youthful adventure and discovery—
one that, for all its cinematic prowess, fails
to directly address the enigmatic connection
we seek to unravel. Nevertheless, its
resonance with the essence of our
exploration is, dare we say, utterly
undeniable.

In our pursuit of unveiling the perplexing
correlation between milk consumption and
robberies, we have actively sought novel
insights from a diverse array of sources,
recognizing that truth, much like a carton of
milk left out in the sun, may take on
unforeseen complexities when subjected to
rigorous scrutiny.

3. Our approach & methods

To investigate the tantalizing link between
milk  consumption and robberies in
Massachusetts, a comprehensive and
systematic approach was employed,
blending elements of statistical analysis with
a dash of dairy-driven determination. The
study spanned a period from 1990 to 2021,
encompassing a robust dataset obtained
primarily from the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Criminal
Justice Information Services.

Rigorous statistical analyses were applied
to unravel the potential relationship between
milk consumption and incidences of
robbery. The milk consumption data,
measured in gallons per capita, was
obtained from the USDA, offering a
voluminous foundation for comparison and
inquiry. Meanwhile, the FBI Criminal Justice
Information Services database provided a
robust catalog of reported robberies,
offering a wealth of criminal activity to
scrutinize.

The methodological approach involved the
meticulous parsing of these datasets, with a
keen eye for detail and a profound respect
for the udderly unexpected. Time series
analysis, correlational studies, and
regression models were utilized to sift
through the statistical haystack and discern
any "moo-tative" trends that might indicate a
substantive  connection between milk
consumption and robberies. The statistical
software utilized for this purpose was,
fittingly enough, "MILKed" for all the
analytical insights it could yield.

In an effort to navigate this uncharted
terrain, we also conducted anomaly
detection to ensure that any outliers in the
data did not "milk" the results in a
misleading way. This cautionary step aimed
to prevent any statistical mishaps that might
curdle the purity of our findings and provoke
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erroneous conclusions. After all, when it
comes to statistical analysis, we prefer to
avoid any sour notes!

As for controls and covariates, various
demographic, economic, and environmental
factors were taken into account to ensure a
comprehensive and robust analysis. Factors
such as population density, unemployment
rates, and even weather patterns were
evaluated to determine whether the
observed correlation between milk
consumption and robberies could be
attributed to confounding variables or mere
"udder" coincidence.

The statistical analyses were complemented
by qualitative interviews with dairy
enthusiasts, law enforcement professionals,
and perhaps a friendly bovine or two, all in a
bid to glean a well-rounded understanding
of the complex interplay between milk
consumption and criminal activity. These
interviews, though conducted lightheartedly,
served to enrich our findings with diverse
perspectives and, dare we say, a smattering
of dairy-related anecdotes.

Throughout this rigorous and dairy-rich
journey, the research team remained
resolute in their pursuit of robust and
"udderly" sound methodologies, aspiring to
leave no stone unturned or milk carton
unopened in their quest for understanding.
The results of this endeavor, we trust, will
not only offer scholarly illumination but
perhaps even lead to the occasional
chuckle or chortle, in the spirit of scientific
inquiry and the unexpected humor that can
arise from the most unlikely subjects.

4. Results

The analysis of the relationship between
milk  consumption and robberies in
Massachusetts from 1990 to 2021 revealed
a remarkably strong positive correlation of
0.8813825, an r-squared of 0.7768351, and
a p-value less than 0.01. The scatterplot in

Figure 1 unmistakably illustrates the upward
trend, capturing the surprising synergy
between these seemingly unrelated
variables. It seems the milk has truly seen
"greener pastures," albeit in an unexpected
context.

The substantial correlation coefficient
obtained leaves little room for doubt: as milk
consumption rose, so did the incidence of
robberies. This finding challenges popular
assumptions and certainly puts a new spin
on the concept of "moo-la.”

This unexpected linkage between milk
consumption and criminal behavior invites
contemplation regarding the potential
mechanisms behind this association. Maybe
it's not just the calcium that's causing bones
to be broken. Needless to say, this research
certainly puts the “dairy” in "daring criminal
correlations."
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While the direct causation remains elusive,
our findings prompt further exploration into
the social and behavioral dynamics
influenced by milk consumption. Perhaps
we are witnessing the emergence of a dairy
daring delinquency or a moooo-vie script in
the making.

In summary, our research suggests that an
in-depth investigation into the connection
between milk consumption and robberies in
Massachusetts would surely enrich our
understanding of the societal influences on
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criminal activity. It is a topic ripe for
continued examination and one that
promises to yield not only valuable insights
but also an abundance of dairy-themed dad
jokes. Thus, we urge scholars and
policymakers alike to embrace the
unexpected and give this unusual pairing
the attention it deserves - after all,
sometimes the most intriguing connections
can be found in the unlikeliest places.

5. Discussion

The results of our study provide substantial
evidence supporting the unanticipated
positive correlation between milk
consumption and the incidence of robberies
in Massachusetts. This finding aligns with
previous research by Smith and Doe, who
initially posited the intriguing possibility of a
link between the creamy beverage and
criminal behavior. It appears that the
influence of milk may extend far beyond the
mere strengthening of bones and teeth. It
seems the "Got Milf?" title is not the only
thing possessing a robust backbone - our
statistical analysis also exhibits
commendable strength.

Our findings also resonate with the work of
Jones, who meticulously documented the
patterns of milk consumption and
misdemeanor offenses. While the idea of
milk as a possible culprit in criminal activity
may have elicited a few chuckles in the
past, our research underscores the
significance of taking such relationships
seriously. As we embark on this "moo-ving"
discussion, the data suggests a compelling
need to consider the potential societal
implications of milk consumption on criminal
activity, revealing that sometimes, the
milkiest way forward is an unexpected one.

The  substantial positive  correlation
coefficient obtained in our study provides
strong support for the notion that as milk
consumption increases, so too does the
number of robberies. While we refrain from

ascribing a causative link between the two
variables, the depth of the relationship
demands acknowledgment. Perhaps, as the
saying goes, there is more to the phrase
"cashing in on milk" than meets the eye.

Our results underscore the need for further
exploration into the underlying mechanisms
influencing this intriguing relationship. It
would be un-"cow-thodox" of us not to delve
deeper into the potential social and
behavioral dynamics that may be at play
here. After all, understanding  the
motivations behind this phenomenon could
offer a wealth of opportunities for
preventative interventions and policy
considerations, as well as plenty of material
for a dairy-themed stand-up comedy
routine.

In conclusion, our findings not only affirm
the unexpected association between milk
consumption and robberies in
Massachusetts but also highlight the
importance of approaching unconventional
research topics with scholarly rigor and
open-mindedness. As we raise a glass of
milk to toast to our results, we encourage
further investigation into this perplexing
correlation and look forward to - "dare-we-
say" - milking the topic for all it's worth.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has unveiled a
robust positive correlation between milk
consumption and the incidence of robberies
in Massachusetts, a relationship that defies
conventional expectations and milks the
fields of statistical inquiry for all they're
worth. Our findings present a "dairy-ma" of
unprecedented proportions, shedding light
on a previously unexplored dimension of
societal behavior and challenging the
prevailing "butter" half-baked assumptions.

The substantial correlation coefficient
obtained serves as a "moo-ving" testament
to the unexpected interconnectedness of
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seemingly unrelated phenomena, provoking
both scholarly contemplation and wry dairy-
infused puns. As the data "curdles" our
initial skepticism, it compels us to approach
the interplay between milk consumption and
criminal activity with intellectual curiosity
and a hint of lactose-themed levity.

Our results have not only redefined the
limits of statistical exploration but have also
opened the door to a "grate" multitude of
potential implications for criminology, public
policy, and the dairy industry. As we
contemplate the implications of our findings,
we are reminded of the classic dad joke, "I
told my wife she should embrace her
mistakes. She gave me a hug." Similarly, we
urge our esteemed colleagues to embrace
the unexpected and capitalize on the
valuable insights our research offers, while
perhaps sharing a "milk mug" or two of
laughter along the way.

In light of our "moo-numental” findings, we
contend that further research in this area
may Yield diminishing returns - after all, how
much more "udder'ly surprising can the
relationship between milk consumption and
robberies get? Therefore, we assert that this
study provides a milky way forward and
that, perhaps, no less may be needed in this
"milky heist-ory" of statistical exploration.
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