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Abstract

Despite being seemingly unrelated, our research aims to
uncover the tantalizing connection between the total
number of successful Mount Everest climbs and the
consumption of hotdogs by the champions of Nathan's
Hot Dog Eating Competition. Through a painstaking
analysis of CBC and Wikipedia data from 1979 to 2011,
we identified a remarkably high correlation coefficient of
0.9256017 and statistically significant p < 0.01. This
unexpected correlation begs the question: are these
champions fueling their competitive hunger with their
eyes set on conquering new summits, or are they driven
by a desire to scale new personal heights in gastronomic
prowess? Our findings shed light on an intriguing, yet
slightly absurd, link between two seemingly unrelated
achievements, offering a unique perspective on human
motivation and performance.

1. Introduction
INTRODUCTION

In the world of academia, we often find ourselves
delving into the most curious and unexpected
connections. From the influence of economic
policies on public health to the impact of climate
change on agricultural production, the intersections
between seemingly disparate fields never fail to
surprise and intrigue. Our latest venture into the
realm of research has led us down a path that is as
fascinating as it is, well, stomach-churning.

The focal point of our study? The improbable
relationship between the total number of successful
Mount Everest climbs and the insatiable
consumption of hotdogs by the mighty champions of
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition. Yes, you read
that correctly. We are embarking on an exploration
that spans from the heights of the world's tallest peak
to the depths of gastrointestinal endurance. In this
paper, we present our findings on the correlation
between these two seemingly unrelated feats, and
yes, it may very well leave you feeling a bit peckish
and puzzled at the same time.

As scholars and seekers of knowledge, we are all
too familiar with the pursuit of understanding the
mysteries that lie beneath the surface. Yet, when
faced with the rather surprising correlation
coefficient of 0.9256017 and a statistically

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



significant p-value of less than 0.01 between these
two entities, we were left pondering the age-old
question: what on earth could possibly be the link
between summiting the Roof of the World and
gorging on hotdogs? And dare we say, buckle up, for
the puns are sure to follow!

Through a rigorous examination of data spanning
from 1979 to 2011, encompassing both the triumphs
atop Everest and the triumphs of gluttony at
Nathan's Famous Fourth of July International Hot
Dog Eating Contest, we are poised to shed light on
this peculiar correlation. So, grab a snack (preferably
something non-competitive-eating-related), as we
embark on a journey that may leave you
simultaneously scratching your head and craving a
hotdog — or perhaps a hotdog while scratching your
head. Let's take a bite out of this rather
unconventional conundrum and see where it leads
us!

2. Literature Review
LITERATURE REVIEW

In "Summiting Success: Mount Everest Triumphs
and Their Implications for Human Achievement,"
Smith and Doe delve into the realm of
mountaineering accomplishments, analyzing the
factors that contribute to successful ascents of the
world's highest peak. While their study primarily
focuses on the physical and mental endurance
required for such feats, it inadvertently piques the
curiosity about the potential influence of
unconventional forms of sustenance on climbers'
performance. Little did they know that a few
thousand feet below, on the streets of Coney Island,
another form of triumph was unfolding — one
involving not the conquering of natural heights, but
the devouring of hotdogs at a remarkable pace.

Moving from the scholarly world of Smith and
Doe, we traverse into an unexpected literary
landscape with "The Fine Art of Competitive Eating:
Indulgence in the Modern Era" by Jones. This book
provides a comprehensive exploration of the history
and culture surrounding competitive eating, detailing
the awe-inspiring feats accomplished by champions
of various food-centric contests. While the author's
focus remains on the broader context of competitive

eating, the peculiar correlation between individuals'
capacity for consuming copious amounts of hotdogs
and their proclivity for scaling treacherous
mountains becomes an alluring thread in the
complex tapestry of gastronomic achievements.

As we pivot from academic studies and non-
fiction books to works of fiction, the tone of our
exploration takes a whimsical turn. Enter "Peak
Appetite: Gastronomic Grandeur and the Pursuit of
Alpine Feats" by Lorem and Ipsum, a deliciously
entertaining novel that weaves together the
narratives of a hotdog-eating prodigy and an aspiring
mountaineer. While the characters' paths initially
appear distinct, the plot twists and turns to reveal a
surprising interplay between their seemingly
incongruous passions.

Now, turning to some rather unexpected sources
of insight, we stumble upon social media musings
that offer quirky perspectives on the subject matter
at hand. A tweet by @HotdogHiker speculates, "Are
hotdogs the ultimate fuel for conquering Everest?
Asking for a friend — and possibly for my next
meal." This lighthearted inquiry introduces an
element of humor into the otherwise serious
discourse regarding the potential link between
gastrointestinal feats and alpine triumphs.

Stay tuned for the unexpected punchlines as we take
a comedic detour amidst the scholarly pursuit of
uncovering the tantalizing connection between
gastronomic marvels and mountainous conquests!

3. Methodology
METHODOLOGY
Data Collection and Preprocessing

As the saying goes, sometimes you have to climb
a few mountains to find the perfect hotdog. In the
case of our research, climbing mountains was more
of a metaphorical pursuit, but the hunt for data was
just as thrilling. Our intrepid team scoured the
depths of the internet, navigating the treacherous
terrains of online databases and websites, with a
keen eye for any information related to successful
Mount Everest ascents and Nathan's Hot Dog Eating
Competition champions. While the internet can be a
vast and often perplexing jungle of information, we
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managed to wrangle our data from reputable
sources, particularly drawing from the wealth of
knowledge available on the CBC and Wikipedia.
Yes, we made friends with wikis, and oh, what a
twisty-turny climb it was!

We focused our data collection efforts on the
period from 1979 to 2011, aiming to capture a
substantial range of accomplishments in both fields.
This timeframe allowed us to venture into the annals
of both competitive mountain climbing and
competitive hotdog devouring. With our trusty
virtual sherpas guiding wus through this data
wilderness, we gathered information about the total
number of successful Mount Everest climbs each
year and the consumption of hotdogs by the reigning
champions of Nathan's Famous Fourth of July
International Hot Dog Eating Contest. It was a bit
like a culinary version of keeping up with the
Kardashians, but with fewer selfies and a lot more
mustard.

Cross-Referencing and Validation

The intersection of mountaineering and
competitive eating may seem peculiarly specific, but
we were not merely taking a wild leap into the
unknown. No, we were armed with statistical tools
and a commitment to methodological rigour. To
ensure the accuracy and reliability of our data, we
cross-referenced different sources, verifying the
climbing triumphs and hotdog accolades through
multiple reputable outlets. It was like conducting a
thorough background check on both Everest and the
champions of the competitive eating world — just to
make sure they were who they claimed to be, with a
touch of Sherlock Holmes and a sprinkle of hotdog
relish.

Additionally, we employed robust validation
techniques to confirm the legitimacy of our findings.
After all, when dealing with monumental
achievements and monumental quantities of
hotdogs, one cannot afford to take things at face
value. We subjected our data to stringent validation
processes, akin to testing the sturdiness of a
climbing rope or ensuring the integrity of a hotdog
bun at the peak of its stuffing capacity. We were
determined to separate the genuine ascent and

ingestion accounts from any bogus claims or relishes
of exaggeration.

Statistical Analysis

With a trove of meticulously harvested data at our
disposal, it was time to unleash the statistical beasts
within our analytical arsenal. We delved into the
numbers with purpose, employing advanced
statistical methods to unravel the underlying patterns
and connections. We calculated correlation
coefficients with the fervor of hungry competitors
vying for the most coveted title in the world of
competitive climbing and eating. Our goal was to
unearth the extent of the relationship between the
total number of successful Mount Everest climbs
and the consumption of hotdogs by the undisputed
champions of gastronomic gluttony.

To ensure the robustness of our conclusions, we
applied inferential statistical tests to determine the
significance of the observed correlations. We were
engaged in a veritable tango with the p-values,
swaying to the rhythm of statistical significance and
confidently leading our findings to the center stage
of academic inquiry. Through these endeavors, we
sought to shed light on the mysterious bond that ties
together feats of extreme endurance and feats of
extreme hotdog consumption, all while maintaining
the integrity of empirical analysis and good humor.
Because really, what's statistical analysis without a
dash of statistical punnery?

As you can see, our methodology was a blend of
meticulous data gathering, intense validation, and
rigorous statistical analysis, all with a sprinkle of
humor and a side serving of hotdog-related
hypotheticals. This methodology was not only
designed to uncover the connection between two
seemingly incongruous pursuits, but also to serve as
a reminder that even in the most unexpected of
realms, there's always room for a bit of intellectual
levity.

4. Results

The results of our investigation revealed a striking
correlation between the total number of successful
Mount Everest climbs and the hotdog consumption
by the champions of Nathan's Hot Dog Eating
Competition. Over the period from 1979 to 2011, we
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observed a correlation coefficient of 0.9256017,
indicating a strong positive relationship between
these two seemingly unrelated activities. The r-
squared value of 0.8567385 further corroborated the
robustness of this association.

To visually represent this unexpected correlation, we
present Figure 1, a scatterplot illustrating the
compelling link between the cumulative successful
Mount Everest climbs and the hotdog consumption
by the Nathan's Famous Fourth of July International
Hot Dog Eating Contest winners. The figure
unmistakably portrays the coherence between these
two variables, leaving little room for skepticism and
a whole lot of room for appetite-inducing
contemplation.

It appears that the triumphant conquests of Mount
Everest and the triumphant devouring of hotdogs are
not entirely disconnected after all. Whether the peak
performance in competitive eating is bolstered by
aspirations to scale new physical heights, or if the
pursuit of summiting the world's highest peaks is
fueled by a primal desire to conquer gastronomic
feats, remains an enigma yet to be unraveled.

Years 1979-2011, r=0.926, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These findings, while on the surface may provoke a
chuckle or two, underscore the intriguing interplay
between human achievements in wvastly different
domains. The correlation between these disparate
activities engenders a peculiar bewilderment,
beckoning one to ponder the motivations that propel
individuals to excel in such divergent pursuits.
While the old adage tells us not to mix extreme
sports with competitive eating, our research suggests
that there might be an unexpectedly spicy relish to
this union of endeavors.

In conclusion, our study unveils an unforeseen
connection between scaling heroic heights and
ingesting heroic quantities, a discovery that
challenges conventional wisdom and beckons us to
entertain a new perspective on human motivation
and performance. This research not only broadens
our understanding of the human pursuit of success
but also tantalizingly teases the taste buds of
curiosity, leaving us hungry for further exploration
of improbable correlations in the realm of
competitive endeavors.

5. Discussion

Our unexpected findings shed light on the intriguing
link between two seemingly unrelated activities:
ascending Mount Everest and chomping down on
copious amounts of hotdogs. This correlation,
though initially met with raised eyebrows, has
garnered support from prior research, albeit
inadvertently.

Smith and Doe's study on successful Mount Everest
climbs touched upon the physical and mental
endurance required for such feats. While they did
not directly delve into dietary influences, their
insights indirectly raise the question of what
sustenance fuels climbers' extraordinary
achievements. Little did they realize that the empty
stomachs of hotdog-eating champions might hold
the answer to this curiously hearty appetite for
conquering summits.

Moving to Jones' exploration of competitive eating,
it's evident that the awe-inspiring feats accomplished
by hotdog-consuming champions offered a unique
angle on human accomplishment. The unwitting
connection between these champions' capacity for
consuming hotdogs at an alarming pace and their
proclivity for conquering treacherous mountains
lends a compelling twist to Jones' broader narrative.
Similarly, the works of Lorem and Ipsum
unexpectedly foreshadowed our findings by
intertwining the narratives of a hotdog-eating
prodigy and an aspiring mountaineer.

Moreover, the musings of @HotdogHiker on
Twitter, while lighthearted, indirectly contributed to
the discourse on the potential link between
gastronomic marvels and mountainous conquests. In
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hindsight, this social media speculation was not just
another ‘wiener’, but rather a saucy hint at the
interplay between gastrointestinal feats and alpine
triumphs.

Indeed, our research has lent credibility to the
whimsical connections hinted at in the scholarly and
not-so-scholarly works we encountered. The strong
positive relationship we uncovered not only
challenges traditional notions of performance and
motivation but also offers a tantalizing feast for
thought that defies conventional wisdom. Our
findings may lead to a bountiful banquet of new
research directions, inviting further exploration of
unexpected and, dare I say, ‘meaty’ correlations in
the realm of competitive endeavors.

6. Conclusion

As we digest the findings of our study, it's hard not
to relish in the unexpected connection between the
triumphs atop Mount Everest and the triumphs of
hotdog consumption at Nathan's Hot Dog Eating
Competition. The tantalizing correlation coefficient
of 0.9256017 between these seemingly unrelated
feats whets the appetite for exploration, leaving us
pondering whether there's more to this curious link
than meets the eye.

What motivates the champions of competitive eating
to push the Dboundaries of gastrointestinal
endurance? Are they fueled by a hunger for victory
akin to the intrepid climbers of Everest? Or perhaps
there's an uncharted territory in the realm of
gastronomic conquests that drives them to scale new
dimensions of indulgence? These questions linger
like the aroma of a sizzling hotdog on a summer day,
inviting further investigation into the whimsical
union of these two domains.

While our findings may provoke a chuckle or two,
they offer a unique perspective on human
performance and ambition. The unexpected
juxtaposition of scaling unfathomable heights and
consuming copious amounts of hotdogs underscores
the whimsical nature of human endeavors and the
enigmatic motivations that drive us to push the
limits, whether on mountain peaks or in gustatory
feats.

In the grand tradition of academic research, our
study provides a hearty serving of food for thought,
challenging conventional wisdom and tantalizingly
teasing the taste buds of curiosity. Perhaps, as we
close this chapter, it's time to acknowledge that
sometimes the most surprising connections can lead
to deliciously unconventional insights.

In light of our robust findings, we boldly declare that
no ketchup is needed for further research in this
area.
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