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Abstract

This research paper delves into the peculiar connection between the use of genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs) in corn cultivation in the state of Texas and the incidence of burglary. Our study 
utilizes data extracted from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) Criminal Justice Information Services to address this unexpected yet compelling 
inquiry. With a correlation coefficient of 0.9522552 and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 
for the timespan from 2005 to 2022, our findings indicate a strong and noteworthy relationship between 
the adoption of GMOs in corn production and the perpetration of burglaries. This paper provides a 
thorough analysis of the statistical evidence, presenting a compelling case for further investigation into 
this cornundrum and its potential implications.
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1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

      The infamous cliché "corny criminals"
may soon take on a whole new meaning as
we  embark  on  a  journey  to  untangle  the

enigmatic  relationship  between  genetically
modified  organisms  (GMOs)  in  corn  and
burglaries in the state of  Texas.  While the
agricultural world busily sows the seeds of
innovation, we cannot turn a blind eye to the
potential  spillover  effects  on  society,
especially  when  it  comes  to  crime  rates.
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The crossroads of  agriculture and criminal
behavior  may  seem  like  a  peculiar
intersection, but our data-driven approach is
poised to shed light on this cob-strewn path.

      As we delve into this "maize to maze"
adventure,  it  is  important  to  recognize the
gravity of our investigation. The proliferation
of  GMOs in corn production has been the
subject  of  intense  scrutiny,  with  debates
swirling  around  issues  of  safety,
sustainability, and now, apparently, security.
Dubbed  the  "ear-resistible"  agricultural
advancement, genetically modified corn has
been hailed for its resistance to pests and
its  potential  to  increase  crop  yields,  but
could  it  also  be  inadvertently  fostering  a
bumper crop of clandestine activities?

      Our research takes root in the belief that
every stalk of corn tells a story, and behind
each seemingly innocent ear lies a "stalk-er"
of a different kind. The initial spark for this
inquiry  came  from  an  unlikely  source—a
casual  conversation  over  corn  on the cob
that led to an epiphany about this unlikely
kernel of truth. It's amazing what impactful
insights  can  emerge  from  the  most
mundane settings, much like the "kernels of
wisdom"  that  often  pop  up  amidst  the
humdrum of academic discourse.

      The "ear-itable" curiosity propelled us to
embark on a data-driven investigation that
breaks new ground,  or  shall  we say,  new
"corn  rows"  in  scientific  inquiry.  Our  study
harnesses  the  power  of  agricultural
statistics  and  crime  data,  fertilizing  the
grounds  of  conventional  wisdom  with  the
rich  nutrients  of  empirical  evidence.  The
tantalizing  scent  of  correlation  permeates
the  air,  beckoning  us  into  uncharted
territories  where  cereal  grains  and  petty
larceny  collide  in  a  manner  most
unanticipated.

      As we journey through this whimsical yet
path-breaking  investigation,  we  invite
readers to embrace the "corn-undrum" with
an  open  mind.  What  may  seem  like  a

whimsical  pursuit  at  first  glance  carries
profound  implications  for  agriculture,
criminology,  and  the  delicate  balance
between  innovation  and  unintended
consequences.  So,  fasten  your  seatbelts
and brace yourselves for a ride through the
tangled "maize" of genetically modified corn
and the "cornily crafty" criminals it seems to
attract. As we navigate through this labyrinth
of  statistical  analysis  and  agricultural
intrigue, the "kernel" of truth we seek may
indeed  lie  between  the  rows  of  GMO
cornstalks.

2. Literature Review

The  investigation  of  the  relationship
between  genetically  modified  organisms
(GMOs)  in  corn  cultivation  and  criminal
activity  represents  a  departure  from
traditional  research  inquiries.  While  the
literature  in  this  domain  is  sparse,  recent
studies  have  started  to  sow the  seeds  of
inquiry into this uncharted territory.

Smith  et  al.  (2018)  conducted  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  GMO  corn
cultivation  practices  in  the  United  States,
focusing  on  the  environmental  and
agricultural  implications.  However,  their
study did not venture into the realm of crime
statistics,  leaving  the  correlation  with
criminal behavior unexplored.

Doe  and  Jones  (2019)  delved  into  the
socioeconomic  impacts  of  agricultural
advancements,  emphasizing  the  potential
economic  repercussions  of  GMO  crop
adoption.  Nonetheless,  their  work  did  not
encompass  an  investigation  of  criminal
activities  associated  with  GMO  corn
production.

Turning  to  pertinent  non-fiction  literature,
Michael Pollan's "The Omnivore's Dilemma"
provides  an  insightful  exploration  of
agricultural  practices,  including  the  rise  of
GMO crops.  In  a  somewhat  serendipitous
manner,  Pollan's  work  prompts
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contemplation  of  the  potential  "dilemma"
posed  by  GMO  corn—does  it  not  only
present a dilemma for consumers but also
for law enforcement?

Moving  from  the  realm  of  non-fiction  to
popular fiction, Tracy Chevalier's "Girl with a
Pearl  Earring"  offers  a  glimpse  into  the
covert  world  of  art  theft.  While  seemingly
unrelated,  the  novel's  thematic  exploration
of  clandestine  activities  underscores  the
enigmatic allure of deviant behavior, akin to
the mysterious allure of the cornfield under
the moonlight.

In  a  serendipitous  encounter  with  social
media  posts,  #CornCrimeChronicles
emerged  as  a  peculiar  trend,  with
individuals  recounting  inexplicable
encounters within cornfields and espousing
whimsical  theories  about  the  potential
influence of GMO corn on criminal behavior.
While  these  anecdotal  accounts  lack
scientific rigor, their presence demonstrates
a  burgeoning  curiosity  around  the
intersecting  spheres  of  agriculture  and
criminality.

As  we  navigate  through  this  eclectic
assortment  of  literature  and  anecdotal
musings,  the  peculiar  correlation  between
GMO corn and burglary in  Texas beckons
us  into  a  realm  rife  with  intrigue  and
perhaps  some  unintentional  humor.  It  is
within this unexplored juncture that we seek
to  unravel  the  "stalk"  of  this  seemingly
unconventional association.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  the  perplexing  correlation
between  the  adoption  of  genetically
modified  organisms  (GMOs)  in  corn
cultivation and the incidence of burglary in
Texas,  our  research team embarked on a
methodological  journey  that  blended
scientific inquiry with a whimsical sense of
curiosity. Our study utilized a combination of
data  gathering,  statistical  analysis,  and  a

touch  of  corny  humor  to  investigate  this
unexpected  connection.  After  all,  what
better  way  to  tackle  a  "cornundrum"  than
with a kernel of humor?

DATA  EXTRACTION  AND
PREPROCESSING

      Our quest for data led us through the
verdant fields of the internet, but in the end,
we  set  our  sights  on  the  United  States
Department of  Agriculture (USDA) and the
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI)
Criminal Justice Information Services as the
primary  sources of  information.  The  years
2005  to  2022  served  as  the  backdrop
against  which  our  investigation  unfolded,
providing  us  with  a  comprehensive
snapshot  of  the  intertwining  timelines  of
GMO  corn  cultivation  and  burglary
occurrences.

      As we gleaned data from these sources,
we  rigorously  sorted  through  the
information,  much  like  separating  kernel
from chaff, to ensure that our dataset was
free  from  impurities  and  inconsistencies.
This  meticulous  process  was  essential  to
cultivate  a  reliable  foundation  for  our
subsequent  analyses  and  to  avoid  any
statistical weeds from muddling our results.

CORRELATIONAL ANALYSIS

      With a twinkle of statistical wizardry, we
set  out  to  scrutinize  the  relationship
between GMO corn production and burglary
rates  in  Texas.  Employing  sophisticated
software and an abundance of  caffeinated
beverages,  our team calculated correlation
coefficients  and  performed  regression
analyses  with  the  gusto  of  molecular
biologists discovering a new strain of corn. 

      The resulting correlation coefficient of
0.9522552  sparkled  like  a  golden  ear  of
corn  in  the  sunlight,  signaling  a  robust
association between the adoption of GMOs
in  corn  cultivation  and  the  incidence  of
burglaries.  Our  statistical  analyses,  much
like the growth rings of a cornstalk, painted
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a  vivid  picture  of  this  unexpected
relationship,  allowing  us  to  glean  insights
that  transcended  the  boundaries  of
traditional  agricultural  and  criminological
research.

      Furthermore, the p-value that emerged
from our analyses proved to be as rare as a
blue corn moon, standing at less than 0.01
and  indicating  a  statistically  significant
relationship.  This  fortuitous finding spurred
us on and provided a firm foundation for our
contention that there is indeed more to the
maize-maze correlation than meets the eye.

SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS

     In our quest to ensure the robustness of
our  findings,  we  subjected  our  dataset  to
rigorous  sensitivity  analyses,  akin  to
subjecting a genetically modified corn crop
to  various  stress  tests.  We  explored
alternate  timeframes,  regional  variations,
and potential confounding variables with the
fervor  of  intrepid  adventurers  charting
unknown territories.

     The results of these sensitivity analyses,
much  like  the  unexpected  emergence  of
multi-colored  kernels  in  a  corn  crop,
underscored the consistency and resilience
of  the  relationship  between  GMO  corn
utilization and burglary rates in Texas. This
reaffirmed  our  conviction  that  the
connection  we  uncovered  was  not  just  a
"husk"  of  a  hypothesis  but  a  bona  fide
statistical revelation.

LIMITATIONS

     No scientific quest is devoid of its share
of  challenges  and  limitations,  and  our
investigation  is  no  exception.  While  our
study  harnessed  the  power  of  robust
statistical  analyses  and  rich  datasets,  we
acknowledge  that  causality  cannot  be
inferred  from  our  correlational  findings
alone. Additionally, the peculiar nuances of
the  Texas  corn  landscape  and  criminal
dynamics  may  introduce  complexities  that
transcend the scope of our investigation.

4. Results

The examination of the connection between
the  adoption  of  genetically  modified
organisms  (GMOs)  in  corn  cultivation  in
Texas  and  the  incidence  of  burglary  has
yielded  some  tantalizing  results.  Our
analysis  for  the period from 2005 to 2022
revealed a striking correlation coefficient of
0.9522552, along with an r-squared value of
0.9067899.  The  statistically  significant  p-
value of less than 0.01 further reinforces the
robustness  of  the  relationship  between
these seemingly disparate variables.

The  visually  striking  alignment  of  data  is
represented in  Fig.  1,  where a  scatterplot
vividly  illustrates  the  strong  positive
correlation between GMO corn usage and
burglary rates in Texas. As the saying goes,
a picture is worth a thousand words, and in
this  case,  it  seems  to  tell  a  particularly
captivating tale of corn and crime.

The remarkably  high correlation coefficient
is  a  testament  to  the  unexpected  bond
between agricultural  practices and criminal
behaviors. It appears that the "stalk market"
for  GMO  corn  and  the  "burglar-alarmingly
high" rates of burglary in Texas have found
themselves  entwined  in  a  statistically
significant  relationship.  This  correlation
suggests that as the adoption of GMOs in
corn cultivation has increased,  so too has
the incidence of burglary, creating a curious
"ear-resistible"  trend  that  warrants  further
investigation.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The significance of  our findings cannot be
overstated.  It  appears  that  the  "maize
maze" of genetically modified corn has not
only revolutionized agricultural practices but
has  also  sown  the  seeds  for  a  potential
surge in criminal activities. The very crops
that were intended to fortify the agricultural
landscape  against  pests  may  have
unwittingly attracted a different kind of pest
—the incorrigibly resourceful burglars.

Beyond the statistical figures, our research
paints  a  vivid  portrait  of  the
interconnectedness of  seemingly  unrelated
domains.  The  "ear-itable"  curiosity  that
propelled  this  inquiry  has  led  to  a
captivating  revelation  about  the  intricate
dance  between  innovation  and  its
unintended  consequences.  From  the
agricultural fields to the darkest alleys, this
study  underscores  the  ripple  effects  of
technological  advancements  and  their
impact on societal dynamics, rendering the
once-innocuous  corn  kernels  as  a  focal
point of intrigue.

In  conclusion,  our  findings  unveil  a
compelling relationship between the use of
GMOs in corn cultivation and the incidence
of  burglary  in  Texas.  This  unexpected
correlation casts a spotlight on the intricate
connections  between  agricultural  practices
and  criminal  behaviors,  compelling  further
inquiry  into  this  "corn-undrum"  and  its
implications  for  agricultural  and
criminological  domains  alike.  As  we  peel
back the layers of this enigmatic nexus, we

invite the scholarly community to join us in
navigating  this  "maize  maze"  and  unearth
the "kernel" of truth lurking within.

5. Discussion

In  an  unexpected  turn  of  events,  our
findings  not  only  align  with  the  existing
literature  surrounding  agricultural  practices
and criminal activities but also introduce a
cornucopia  of  considerations  for  future
research. The robust correlation coefficient
of 0.9522552 and the statistically significant
p-value of  less than 0.01 not  only  put  the
"GMO"  in  "go  figure,  more  offenses"  but
also  validate  the  whispers  of  theories
sprouting from the #CornCrimeChronicles.

This  study  joins  the  ranks  of  esteemed
research  hailing  the  unforeseen  impact  of
technological  advancements  on  societal
phenomena,  akin  to  the  "stalk  market"  of
GMO  corn  enticing  a  "burglar-alarmingly
high"  spree.  In  a  titillating  dance  between
innovation  and  unforeseen  consequences,
our  findings  spotlight  the  perplexing
interplay  between  kernels  of  corn  and
kernels of criminal intent.

The  statistical  robustness  of  our  results
underscores  the  power  of  agricultural
innovation  to  attract  not  just  pests  of  the
crop, but pests of the criminal sort, creating
an  "ear-resistible"  rise  in  burglary  rates  in
Texas.  As  we  peel  back  the  husk  of  this
cornily captivating correlation, we invite the
scholarly  community  to  "stalk"  along  and
pluck the kernels of truth from this "maize
maze" of unexpected connections.

In this light, it becomes clear that the "ear-
itable" musings serendipitously encountered
in  our  literature  review  are  not  just  corny
humor but may in fact hold kernels of truth.
Our  findings  add  an  exciting  layer  to  the
burgeoning  narrative  surrounding
agricultural  practices  and  criminal
proclivities,  turning  an  initially  whimsical
inquiry  into  a  serious  study  of  the
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unanticipated  consequences of  GMO corn
cultivation.

Indeed, as we navigate this "maize maze" of
scientific  inquiry,  the  unexpected  alliance
between  GMO  corn  usage  and  the
perpetration  of  burglaries  beckons  us  to
ponder  the  intricate  and  "ear-itating"
connections  between  innovation  and  its
unintended  manifestations.  The  flourishing
fields of GMO corn in Texas are not merely
sowing agricultural  advancements but  also
reaping a curious crop of criminal activities,
reshaping  the  corn  landscape  into  a
cornucopia of criminological consideration.

In essence, our research has unearthed a
compelling  correlation  that  transcends  the
conventional boundaries of agricultural and
criminological  inquiries,  underscoring  the
"ear-resistible"  allure  of  this  "corn-undrum"
and its  potential  implications for  the wider
scholarly  community.  As  we  delve  deeper
into this "stalky" affair, we encourage further
investigation into this whimsical yet weighty
association,  envisaging  a  "kernels  of
wisdom"  that  may  "pop"  up  in  future
research endeavors.

Thus,  in  the  grand  tapestry  of  scientific
inquiry, our study offers a glimpse into the
"cornily crafty" interplay between GMO corn
and criminal impulses, igniting curiosity and
inviting scholars to partake in the scholarly
harvest of this unprecedented nexus.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study provides compelling
evidence  of  a  strong  correlation  between
the use of GMOs in corn cultivation in Texas
and the incidence of burglary. While some
may see our  findings  as simply  adding to
the  "cornfusion"  of  contemporary
agricultural  and criminological  discourse,  it
is clear that there is a "kernel" of truth to be
unearthed here.

The statistically robust relationship revealed
in  our  analysis  not  only  points  to  a

significant  connection  between  GMO  corn
usage and burglary rates,  but  also serves
as  a  reminder  of  the  need  to  "stalk"  the
intersection  of  innovation  and  unintended
consequences.  As  we  ponder  the
unexpected twists and "cornundrums" of our
results,  it  becomes clear  that  the world of
agricultural  science  and  criminal  behavior
may be more "earsplittingly" interconnected
than previously thought.

It is evident that our findings raise intriguing
questions about the broader implications of
GMO adoption in corn cultivation, prompting
us to consider the "cereal" repercussions of
agricultural  advancements  on  societal
dynamics. As we bid adieu to this "cornival"
of statistical analysis, it is our firm belief that
the  time  has  come  to  put  this  particular
"maize maze" to rest, thereby affirming that
no further research in this area is needed.
After all, sometimes a quirky correlation can
simply  be  a  "stalk"  of  statistical
happenstance.

     However, armed with an insatiable 
curiosity and a crate full of statistical tools, 
we navigated these limitations with the 
dexterity of skilled corn farmers tending to 
their precious crops, ensuring that our 
findings remained rooted in the soil of 
empirical rigor.

In summary, our methodology was a 
marriage of scientific rigor and a touch of 
whimsy, amplified by the potent combination
of statistical analyses and an unyielding 
commitment to uncovering the hidden 
threads that weave through the cornfields 
and crime reports of Texas. This 
methodology, much like a well-seasoned 
batch of popcorn, has imparted a delightful 
crunch to our investigation, making our 
findings both scientifically robust and 
surprisingly savory.
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