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Abstract

This  study delves  into the curious relationship between
the  conferring  of  Associates  degrees  in
Multi/Interdisciplinary  Studies  and  the  frequency  of
Google searches related to 'tummy ache'  over a decade.
Leveraging data from the National Center for Education
Statistics  and  Google  Trends,  our  analysis  yielded  a
remarkable  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9828226  with  a
significance  level  of  p  <  0.01  for  the  period  spanning
from  2011  to  2021.  While  one  might  argue  that  this
correlation is purely coincidental, the findings prompt a
closer examination of the gastro-intestinal implications of
academic pursuits,  and perhaps,  the lingering effects of
stress-induced snacking among interdisciplinary scholars.
This research paves the way for a broader discussion on
the subtle yet palpable impact of academic endeavors on
the well-being of both aspiring scholars and the broader
populace.  The  study  also  offers  a  gentle  reminder  that
even  the  most  seemingly  unrelated  subjects  may  have
unexpected connections - both within academia and the
realm of digestive discomfort.

1. Introduction

     The realm of academia is often characterized by
its  dedication  to  uncovering  the  complex,  the
obscure, and the unexpected. Within this context, we
find  ourselves  drawn  to  the  curious  connection
between  the  conferral  of  Associates  degrees  in
Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and the frequency of
Google  searches  for  'tummy ache'.  At first  glance,
one might be inclined to dismiss this correlation as
purely coincidental. However, as with any scientific
inquiry,  we  cannot  overlook  the  possibility  of  an
intriguing relationship waiting to be unveiled.

     As we delve into this study, we are compelled to
contemplate  the  gastronomic  implications  of
academic  pursuits.  We  are  left  to  ponder  the
potential  stresses  and strains  experienced by those
venturing  into  the  multifaceted  landscape  of
interdisciplinary studies. Could it be that the pursuit
of knowledge and the integration of varied subject
matters  manifest  themselves  in  the  form  of
gastrointestinal unease? Or perhaps, the correlation
lies in the equally perplexing realm of stress-induced
snacking  among  the  scholarly  elite.  While  these
notions may elicit a chuckle, we must not overlook
the  potential  significance  of  this  correlation,  no
matter how amusing it may seem at first glance.

     One cannot help but revel in the unconventional
nature  of  this  inquiry.  After  all,  who  would  have
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thought  that  associates  degrees  and  tummy  aches
could  be  entwined in  such  an  intriguing  dance  of
data and statistics?  Our compulsion to dissect  this
improbable relationship serves as a testament to the
boundless realms of inquiry that  await us, even in
the most unexpected corners of human experience.
Indeed,  the  convergence  of  academia  and
gastrointestinal discomfort may seem like a comical
coincidence.  Still,  this  convergence  serves  as  a
gentle reminder of the intricate and often amusing
interplay  between  seemingly  unrelated  variables
within the tapestry of scientific exploration.

     As we embark on this academic odyssey, we are
reminded that even the most seemingly trivial and
whimsical  connections  may  harbor  unexpected
insights.  It is in the spirit  of curiosity, humor, and
robust  inquiry  that  we  present  our  findings  and
invite fellow seekers of knowledge to join us in this
peculiar  yet  enlightening  expedition  through  the
curious  terrain  of  academic  pursuit  and  digestive
disquiet.

2. Literature Review

In the realm of academic inquiry, the peculiar and
unexpected often beckon to be explored. This study
of  the  association  between  the  conferral  of
Associates degrees in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies
and the frequency of  Google  searches  for  'tummy
ache'  embarks  upon  a  journey  that  may  initially
appear  whimsical,  but  holds  the  potential  for
enlightening insights.

Smith  and Doe  (2015)  assert  that  interdisciplinary
studies  contribute  to  the  cultivation  of  critical
thinking and adaptability, suggesting that the pursuit
of such degrees may stimulate cognitive processes
extending beyond disciplinary boundaries. Jones et
al. (2018) further delve into the multifaceted nature
of  interdisciplinary  education,  highlighting  the
cognitive flexibility and heightened problem-solving
abilities  that  might  result  from navigating  diverse
academic realms.

However, as we venture deeper into the enigmatic
relationship  between  academic  pursuits  and
gastronomic expressions of unease, our exploration
encounters  unexpected  companions.  "The
Interdisciplinary  Mind:  An  Inquiry  into  Academic

Versatility" by R. Eadrem delves into the intricacies
of cognitive integration across disciplines, shedding
light on the potential mental gymnastics undertaken
by  students  of  Multi/Interdisciplinary  Studies.
Additionally,  "Mind  Over  Matter:  Integrating
Spheres of Knowledge" by K. E. Ero then beckons
the  reader  to  contemplate  the  mental  and,  by
extension,  gastrointestinal  acrobatics  intertwined
with academic expansion.

As  our  quest  for  knowledge  transcends  traditional
boundaries,  we  confront  the  unexpected
intermingling  of  fiction  and  academic  discourse.
"The  Uncharted  Digestive  Realms:  An  Epic  of
Gastronomic Adventure"  by Y.  R.  Hunge  leads  us
through a whimsical yet insightful tale exploring the
perils  and  triumphs  of  gastronomic  exploration,
paralleling  the  uncharted  territories  of
interdisciplinary  academia.  Furthermore,  "The
Digestive  Chronicles:  Tales  of  Unlikely
Connections"  by  A.  S.  Earch  comments  on  the
intertwining  of  seemingly  unrelated  elements,
mirroring the journey of our own inquiry.

Turning to unexpected sources for illumination, the
authors  have engaged with children's  cartoons and
shows,  such as "The Stomach Saga" and "Tummy
Troubles  with  Timmy,"  to  gain  a  lighthearted  but
meaningful  understanding  of  the  ways  in  which
popular  culture  portrays  and  possibly  perpetuates
narratives  surrounding  gastric  discomfort.  These
seemingly  innocuous  encounters  have  provided
valuable perspectives, demonstrating the unexpected
intersections  between  childhood  whimsy  and
scholarly pursuits.

As we navigate this scholarly odyssey, ever aware of
the unexpected tangents that inform our journey, we
are  reminded  of  the  whimsical  yet  profoundly
enlightening  pathways  that  entwine  seemingly
unrelated topics. This synthesis of academic pursuit
and digestive incongruity underscores the delightful,
and  at  times  absurd,  interplay  between  the  most
unexpected variables within the tapestry of scientific
exploration.

3. Methodology

Data Collection and Processing
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     Our  research  endeavors  commenced  with  an
expedition  through  the  virtual  expanse  of  data
repositories  and  search  engine  archives,  akin  to
intrepid explorers  venturing into uncharted terrain.
We  sourced  data  pertaining  to  the  conferral  of
Associates degrees in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies
from  the  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics
(NCES),  sifting  through  their  archives  with
meticulous  attention  to  detail.  Concurrently,  we
immersed ourselves in the troves of Google Trends,
tracking the ebb and flow of 'tummy ache' searches
over  the  same  temporal  expanse.  This  virtual
odyssey  through  the  digital  labyrinth  yielded  a
plethora  of  quantitative  nuggets,  each  capturing  a
fleeting  moment  in  the  annals  of  academic
achievement and gastrointestinal distress.

Selection of Temporal Bounds

     Much like sketching the boundaries of uncharted
territories,  we  consciously  delineated  the  temporal
bounds of our study to encapsulate the years from
2011  to  2021.  This  period  was  chosen  with  the
precision  of  a  culinary  maestro,  aiming  to
encompass a decade teeming with socio-educational
flux  and  digital  ripples.  The  significance  of  this
temporal  span  lies  not  merely  in  its  numerical
variance but also in the nuances it harbors, akin to
the subtle flavors that permeate a well-crafted dish.

Statistical Analysis

     In  the  spirit  of  disentangling  the  enigmatic
threads  of  our  data,  we  harnessed  the  power  of
statistical  tools  with  the  finesse  of  a  seasoned
maestro. The Spearman rank correlation coefficient
emerged  as  our  compass  through  the  maze  of
associative  patterns,  guiding  us  with  its  unerring
arrow to the heart of the numerical concordance. To
ascertain  the  strength  and  direction  of  the
relationship  between  Associates  degrees  in
Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and Google searches
for  'tummy  ache',  this  coefficient  became  our
unwavering lodestar,  illuminating the path towards
clarity amidst the statistical obscurity. Additionally,
within  the  realm of  statistical  significance,  we  set
our sights on a p-value threshold of p < 0.01, akin to
the  discerning  palate  of  a  seasoned  gourmet,
ensuring that only the most compelling relationships
would be deemed worthy of attention.

Ethical Considerations

     As scholars wading through the murky waters of
research, we remained steadfast in our commitment
to  ethical  rigor  and  academic  integrity.  All  data
utilized  in  our  study  were  harnessed  with  due
diligence  and  respect  for  the  integrity  of  their
origins,  akin  to  sommeliers  cherishing  the
provenance of fine wine. Moreover, the principles of
transparency and reproducibility guided every facet
of  our  methodology,  ensuring  that  our  journey
through  the  realms  of  statistical  synthesis  and
academic inquiry remained unwaveringly anchored
in ethical prudence.

4. Results

The investigation  into the  association  between the
conferring  of  Associates  degrees  in
Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and the frequency of
Google searches for 'tummy ache' has yielded results
as  intriguing  as  they  are  unexpected.  Our  study
uncovered  a  remarkably  strong  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9828226  between  these  seemingly
disparate  variables,  with  an  r-squared  value  of
0.9659402 and a significance level of p < 0.01 for
the period spanning from 2011 to 2021.

In  Figure  1,  the  scatterplot  portrays  the  strikingly
linear  relationship  between  the  conferral  of
Associates degrees in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies
and  the  frequency  of  'tummy  ache'  searches  on
Google. The sight of this  graph might lead one to
believe  that  academia's  impact  on  gastrointestinal
well-being  is  nothing  short  of  a  gut-wrenching
revelation.

The  correlation  discovered  is  not  only statistically
significant but also prompts a closer examination of
the  gastro-intestinal  implications  of  academic
pursuits.  One  might  jest  that  the  pursuit  of
interdisciplinary knowledge has led to a  collective
"tummy  ache"  among  scholars,  but  there  may  be
more  to  this  association  than  meets  the
gastrointestinal tract.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The strength of this correlation elicits a chuckle and
raises eyebrows, much like a surprising punchline in
the traditionally serious arena of academic research.
However,  the  findings  underscore  the  intricate
interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated domains
– a reminder  that  in the vast  and often whimsical
landscape  of  data  analysis,  the  most  unexpected
relationships  may  reveal  profound  insights  that
tickle both the intellect and the funny bone.

The robustness of this correlation between academic
pursuits  and the frequency of searches for 'tummy
ache' invites speculation about  the potential  stress-
induced  snacking  among  the  interdisciplinary
scholar  community.  Whether  this  leads  to  a
newfound appreciation for the psychological impact
of  statistical  analyses  or  perhaps  an  increased
awareness  of  the  complex  relationship  between
stress, academia, and digestive discomfort, only time
and further research will tell.

Overall,  this  research  lays  the  foundation  for  a
broader  discussion  on  the  subtle  yet  substantive
impact  of  academic endeavors on the bodily well-
being  of  both  aspiring  scholars  and  the  general
public. It serves as an amiable nudge to remind us
that while the correlation coefficient may startle and
amuse, it also offers a gentle push towards a deeper
understanding of  the  whimsical  interconnectedness
of  our  academic  pursuits  and  our  very  human
experiences.

5. Discussion

The revelation of a robust  correlation between the
conferral  of  Associates  degrees  in
Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and the frequency of

Google searches for 'tummy ache' offers a delightful
conundrum  that  showcases  the  palindromic
relationship between academic pursuits and gastro-
intestinal  concerns.  It  is  clear  that  the  findings
resonate with the charming whimsy and unexpected
serendipity  that  often  permeate  the  realm  of
scientific exploration.

In revisiting the literature on the cognitive acrobatics
underlying  interdisciplinary  studies,  we  are
confronted  with  the  unexpected  companions  of
gastronomic contemplation. The study by R. Eadrem
underscored the mental gymnastics that may occur
in the pursuit of multi-disciplinary knowledge, a feat
perhaps  not  dissimilar  to  the  navel-gazing
introspections prompted by aches  and grumbles  in
the gut. Additionally, the works of K. E. Ero lead us
to  contemplate  the  mental  and  gastrointestinal
acrobatics  intertwined  with  academic  expansion,
providing a riveting parallel to our own findings.

The  amusing  yet  statistically  robust  correlation
uncovered  in  this  study aligns  with  prior  research
suggesting  the  cognitive  flexibilities,  heightened
problem-solving  abilities,  and  mental  gymnastics
that may be provoked by interdisciplinary education.
The results might comically imply that the pursuit of
multi-disciplinary  knowledge  induces  a  collective
indigestion among scholars, though this association
may bear more weight than meets the gut.

The linear  relationship portrayed in  the  scatterplot
prompts  a  whimsical  yet  thought-provoking
reflection  on  the  potential  gastro-intestinal
tribulations  of  the  interdisciplinary  scholar
community.  This  correlation,  while  eliciting  a
chuckle,  highlights  the  intertwined  and  often
surprising  connections  between  the  pursuit  of
academic knowledge and the human experience. It
emphasizes  the  endearing  and  at  times  amusing
interconnectedness of our intellectual endeavors and
the idiosyncrasies of our very human experiences.

The  study  invites  playful  speculation  about  the
potential sources of stress-induced snacking among
aspiring  interdisciplinary  scholars,  injecting  a
lighthearted tone into the traditionally serious arena
of academic research. This research paves the way
for  a  broader  dialogue  on  the  subtle  yet  palpable
impact of academic pursuits, intriguingly suggesting
that the pursuit  of knowledge may venture beyond
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intellectual  exercise  to  influence  the  very
functioning of  the digestive system.  It  serves  as a
charming  nudge  to  remind  us  that,  amid  the
statistical  analyses,  the  most  unexpected
relationships  may  offer  both  enlightening  insights
and the occasional good-natured chuckle.

6. Conclusion

In summary, our research has unveiled a surprising
and  statistically  robust  correlation  between  the
conferral  of  Associates  degrees  in
Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and the frequency of
Google  searches  for  'tummy  ache'.  While  the
discovery of such a strong connection may initially
elicit a chuckle or two, it also invites us to ponder
the  potential  implications  and  underlying
mechanisms of this unexpected association.

The  sight  of  the  strikingly  linear  relationship
depicted in the scatterplot  may indeed lead one to
believe  that  pursuing  an  interdisciplinary  degree
could be more gut-wrenching than anticipated. This
correlation,  with  its  robust  statistical  significance,
presents  a  compelling  case  for  further  exploration
into  the  gastro-intestinal  implications  of  academic
pursuits.  Perhaps  this  will  lead  to  a  newfound
appreciation  for  the  psychological  impact  of
statistical  analyses,  as  well  as  an  increased
awareness  of  the  complex  relationship  between
stress, academia, and digestive discomfort – not to
mention,  the  potential  role  of  stress-induced
snacking among the scholarly elite.

As  we  reflect  on  the  results,  it  is  clear  that  this
peculiar association offers a gentle reminder of the
whimsical  interconnectedness  of  our  academic
pursuits  and  our  very  human  experiences.
Nevertheless, in the spirit of robust inquiry and with
a  subtle  twinkle  in  our  academic  eye,  we  boldly
declare  that  no  further  research  is  needed  in  this
area. After all, in the realm of statistical oddities, this
improbable  correlation  between  Associate  degrees
and 'tummy ache' searches is a deliciously satisfying
conclusion.

With  that,  we  bid  adieu  to  the  curious  terrain  of
academic  pursuit  and  digestive  disquiet,  secure  in
the knowledge that our findings have left no stone

unturned – or stomach unsettled – in this amusing
yet enlightening expedition.
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