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Abstract

This study delves into the uncharted territory of
examining the unexpected link between criminal activities
and academia, specifically the connection between
robberies in the northern frontier of Alaska and the
salaries of associate professors in the United States.
Through extensive analysis of data sourced from the FBI
Criminal Justice Information Services and the National
Center for Education Statistics, we have quantified a
correlation coefficient of 0.8771720 and significance level
p < 0.01 for the time period spanning from 2009 to 2021.
Our findings, while initially perplexing, shed light on the
startling interplay between criminal behavior and the
academic realm. The implications of our results, although
eyebrow-raising at first glance, highlight a potential
avenue for further exploration into the socioeconomic
factors at play in these seemingly disparate domains. This
research aims not only to inform our understanding of
these unexpected connections but also to inject a dose of
unanticipated humor and contemplation into the typically
serious academic discourse. Our findings offer an
academic awakening of sorts, signaling the need for a
broader perspective in scholarly pursuits, or perhaps a
need to keep your valuables close when venturing into the
wilds of Alaska.

1. Introduction

The convergence of seemingly unrelated phenomena
has long been a fascination within the realm of
academic inquiry. From the correlation between ice
cream consumption and shark attacks to the link
between Nicolas Cage movies and swimming pool
drownings, researchers have sought to uncover the
hidden threads that tie together disparate aspects of
our world. In this spirit of scholarly exploration, we
embark on a journey to unravel the enigmatic
relationship between robberies in the rugged terrain
of Alaska and the salaries of associate professors
across the United States.

While the initial connection between criminal
activities and the world of academia may appear as
incongruous as socks with sandals, our investigation
has unveiled a statistical correlation that demands
attention. As we delve into this uncharted
intersection of crime and education, we aim to
present our findings with both scholarly rigor and a
dose of whimsy, recognizing the potential for
unexpected revelations and perhaps a few laughs
along the way.

The impetus for this research arises from a desire to
unearth the underlying forces shaping financial
dynamics and criminal behavior. The distinctive
backdrop of Alaska, with its vast wilderness and
unique socioeconomic factors, provides a fertile
ground for exploration. Meanwhile, the salaries of
associate professors in the contiguous United States

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



serve as a microcosm of the larger academic
landscape, representing a diverse array of
institutional settings and regional influences. By
uniting these seemingly disparate elements, we aim
to shed light on a phenomenon that may have been
previously overlooked, much like an undiscovered
comet hiding in the vast expanse of the academic
COSMOS.

As we venture forth into this terrain of unexpected
connections and statistical intrigue, we invite the
reader to join us on a journey of scholarly discovery
and a touch of lighthearted bemusement. After all,
navigating the uncharted territory of academic
research often requires a blend of keen analysis and
a dash of quirkiness — much like the eclectic mix of
statistics and surprise that awaits in our findings. So,
fasten your seatbelts and prepare for a scholarly
odyssey that may not only broaden our
understanding of the world but also leave us with a
few wry smiles along the way.

In the words of Shakespeare, "The course of true
academic research never did run smooth," and
indeed, our pursuit of knowledge promises to be a
fascinating, albeit entertaining, ride.

Stay tuned for a research odyssey that will leave you
both enlightened and bemused!

2. Literature Review

The exploration of unconventional connections
between societal phenomena has drawn significant
scholarly attention, prompting a search for
unexpected correlations that challenge conventional
wisdom and invite a touch of levity amidst the rigors
of academic inquiry. As we set out to examine the
relationship between robberies in Alaska and
associate professor salaries in the United States, we
immerse ourselves in a whimsical yet methodical
pursuit of knowledge that defies traditional
boundaries.

In their landmark study, Smith and Doe (2015)
dissect the socioeconomic landscape of Alaska,
unearthing the complex interplay between remote
wilderness and criminal activities. Their findings lay
the groundwork for comprehending the nuanced
dynamics of law enforcement and community
influences, offering a sobering backdrop against

which the unexpected connection with academia
emerges. Equally significant is Jones's insightful
exploration of academic compensation structures
(2018), which casts a discerning gaze on the
remuneration disparities within the realm of higher
education. These foundational works provide a
springboard for our investigation, underscoring the
need to navigate the intertwining currents of
socioeconomic factors and criminal behavior with
scholarly rigor and perhaps a dash of puckish glee.

As we traverse the scholarly landscape, we
encounter thought-provoking works that may seem,
at first blush, unrelated to our inquiry but hold
underlying relevance. "Crime and Punishment" by
Fyodor Dostoevsky, while a timeless literary classic,
offers allegorical insights into the moral terrain
traversed by individuals embroiled in criminal
activities. Furthermore, "Freakonomics" by Steven
D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner beckons us toward
the realm of wunconventional correlations,
challenging us to ponder the unexpected
intersections that underpin societal dynamics. These
literary forays, while ostensibly divergent, infuse our
exploration with a spirit of intellectual curiosity and
a gleeful inclination toward unearthing the
unexpected.

Venturing into the realm of fiction, the works of Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle, particularly the adventures of
Sherlock Holmes, beckon us with their masterful
sleuthing and deductive reasoning. While the
escapades of the renowned detective initially appear
a world apart from our academic quest, the art of
uncovering hidden connections and deciphering
enigmatic patterns enriches our scholarly journey
with a touch of literary whimsy.

In a surprising turn, our scholarly pursuits have led
us to delve into the realms of animated
entertainment, drawing inspiration from the
tenacious problem-solving of "Inspector Gadget"
and the whimsical intrigue of "Scooby-Doo." While
ostensibly lighthearted, these childhood favorites
lend a valuable perspective to our inquiry, infusing it
with a hearty dose of playful exuberance and a
reminder to approach our research with a spirit of
unyielding curiosity.

Through this amalgamation of scholarly tenacity and
lighthearted whimsy, we set the stage for our
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revelatory findings, poised to illuminate the
unexpected link between robberies in Alaska and
associate professor salaries in the United States. As
we navigate this unfolding odyssey of discovery, we
invite the reader to join us in embracing the
unexpected and celebrating the quirky interplay of
academia and the enigmatic world beyond.

3. Methodology

In order to untangle the intriguing web of
connections between robberies in Alaska and
associate professor salaries in the United States, a
rigorous and multi-faceted research methodology
was employed. The data for this study was primarily
sourced from the FBI Criminal Justice Information
Services, providing comprehensive insight into the
frequency and nature of robberies in the northern
frontier over the period of 2009 to 2021.
Simultaneously, data on associate professor salaries
was gleaned from the National Center for Education
Statistics, offering a detailed panorama of the
financial landscape within academia.

To establish a firm foundation for our investigation,
several  methodological considerations  were
meticulously crafted to capture the nuanced
interplay between these seemingly disparate
phenomena. A unique aspect of our data collection
involved donning virtual parkas and embarking on
expeditions through the digital tundra of online
databases, navigating the icy winds of information to
extract the most pertinent and reliable statistics. As
the saying goes, "the data is out there," and our
research team spared no effort in braving the virtual
snowstorms to gather the most robust datasets for
analysis.

Once the raw data was procured, a series of
statistical analyses were performed to unearth the
hidden  correlations and  potential  causal
mechanisms. The correlation coefficient, a stalwart
ally in the pursuit of uncovering meaningful
connections, was employed to quantify the strength
and direction of the relationship between the
incidence of robberies in Alaska and the salaries of
associate professors in the contiguous United States.
Furthermore, hypothesis testing was conducted to

ascertain the significance level, allowing us to
distinguish genuine patterns from mere statistical
noise.

In addition to these conventional statistical analyses,
a whimsical touch was injected into the
methodology through the use of what we
affectionately refer to as "polar bear modeling." This
involved visualizing the data in a manner
reminiscent of traversing the frozen tundra, seeking
patterns that may be lurking beneath the surface,
much like a curious polar bear seeking its next meal.
While the wvalidity of this approach may raise
eyebrows among purists, we believe that academic
rigor can coexist harmoniously with a dash of
playful exploration.

Overall, the methodology adopted for this study
encapsulates the fusion of meticulous data
collection, robust statistical analyses, and a sprinkle
of Arctic whimsy. As we transport ourselves through
this scholarly landscape, traversing the blizzard of
data and the frosty terrain of statistical inquiry, we
invite our readers to accompany us on this journey
of discovery — a journey that promises not only
enlightening revelations but also a few moments of
mirth and contemplation along the way. After all,
what's the point of academic inquiry if it doesn't
leave room for a few surprising discoveries and
maybe a penguin or two?

4. Results

The statistical analysis of the data revealed a robust
correlation between robberies in Alaska and
associate professor salaries in the United States.
Over the time period from 2009 to 2021, a
correlation coefficient of 0.8771720 was quantified,
with an r-squared of 0.7694308 and a significance
level of p < 0.01. This notably strong correlation
prompts  further investigation and invites
contemplation on the intricate interplay between
seemingly unrelated domains.

Notably, the correlation is visually depicted in
Figure 1, which showcases a compelling scatterplot
illustrating the relationship between robberies in
Alaska and associate professor salaries. The striking
alignment of data points in the scatterplot serves as a
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visual testament to the unanticipated connection
unearthed by our analysis.

While some may raise an eyebrow at the initial
premise of examining the connection between
criminal activities and academic remuneration, our
findings offer a noteworthy demonstration of the
unpredictability and curiosity that permeate the
scholarly pursuit of knowledge. One might consider
this correlation as a whimsical reminder that while
academia may possess an air of lofty erudition, it is
not impervious to the capricious dance of statistical
associations.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This unexpected alignment between robberies and
associate professor salaries not only underscores the
complexity of societal dynamics but also serves as a
reminder that illuminating correlations can be found
in the most unlikely of places. It prompts reflection
on the multifaceted influences that shape economic
and criminological trends, offering a lighthearted
nudge to the unfolding narrative of scholarly inquiry.

In summary, our investigation has unveiled a
correlation between robberies in the untamed terrain
of Alaska and the salaries of associate professors in
the contiguous United States, underscoring the
unexpected connections that lurk beneath the surface
of statistical analyses. This correlation not only
beckons further exploration but also serves as a
whimsical reminder of the surprising anecdotes that
await discovery within the annals of academic
research.

5. Discussion

The results of our investigation have brought to light
a remarkable correlation between robberies in
Alaska and associate professor salaries in the United
States. Our findings, while initially met with
skepticism and quizzical glances, align closely with
prior research that has ventured into the realm of
unexpected correlations and delightful academic
whimsy.

Smith and Doe's (2015) seminal work on the
socioeconomic landscape of Alaska provided a
sobering foundation for our inquiry. The complex
interplay between remote wilderness and criminal
activities, as elucidated by the authors, echoed the
untamed allure of our findings. Similarly, Jones's
(2018)  discerning exploration of academic
compensation structures served as a poignant
reminder of the remuneration disparities within
higher education, setting the stage for our
revelations on the enigmatic interconnections at
play. The seemingly unrelated literary works of
Fyodor Dostoevsky, Steven D. Levitt, and Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, although traditionally perceived as
tangential to our inquiry, lent an inexorable richness
to our exploration, akin to the delightful nuggets of
wisdom hidden within a seemingly mundane
scholarly pursuit.

Our quantification of a correlation coefficient of
0.8771720 and a significance level of p < 0.01 gives
empirical weight to the unexpected alignment
between robberies in Alaska and associate professor
salaries, conveying a whisper of enchantment that
permeates the serious milieu of statistical analyses.
The robustness of this correlation, as evidenced by
the compelling alignment of data points in our
scatterplot (Figure 1), stands as a testament to the
capricious dance of statistical associations and the
charming quirks revealed within the annals of
academia.

The lighthearted undertones of this endeavor invite
us to contemplate the unyielding curiosity that fuels
scholarly inquiry and the unexpected anecdotes that
await discovery within the union of seemingly
disparate domains. It is an ode to the whimsical
nature of knowledge-seeking, a nod to the prolific
charm that emanates from the pursuit of
unconventional correlations, and perhaps a subtle
reassurance that the academic truth may, at times, be
stranger than fiction.
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In our discussion, we urge scholars and enthusiasts
alike to embrace the unexpected, to revel in the
delightful enigma that encapsulates the scholarly
pursuit of knowledge, and to remember that even the
most improbable correlations can unravel hidden
truths. This correlation, woven into the fabric of
Alaska's wilderness and the halls of academia,
serves as a whimsical reminder that scholarly
inquiry, for all its seriousness, can still harbor a
touch of gleeful exuberance and the occasional pun-
worthy conundrum awaiting elucidation.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our foray into the uncharted territory
of exploring the relationship between robberies in
Alaska and associate professor salaries in the United
States has illuminated an unexpected correlation that
merits both scholarly reflection and subtle
amusement. Our robust findings, with a correlation
coefficient of 0.8771720 and a significance level of
p < 0.01, serve as a testament to the capricious
nature of statistical inquiry and the peculiar interplay
of disparate phenomena.

The visually compelling scatterplot in Figure 1 not
only captures the alignment of data points but also
serves as a playful reminder of the whimsical dance
of statistical associations. As we navigate the terrain
of unanticipated connections, it becomes evident that
scholarly exploration is not only a pursuit of
knowledge but also an odyssey marked by
lighthearted surprises and unexpected revelations.
Our findings shatter the notion that academia is a
realm devoid of levity, affirming that statistical
analyses can offer both intellectual stimulation and a
touch of whimsy.

While the correlation between criminal activities in
the rugged frontier of Alaska and the salaries of
associate professors may appear as improbable as
finding a polar bear in a snowstorm, our research has
unveiled a connection that invites contemplation and
even a wry smile. This unexpected correlation serves
as a reminder that the tapestry of academic inquiry is
woven with threads of unpredictability and curious
intersections, much like stumbling upon a sasquatch
in the wilderness of scholarly exploration.

In light of these compelling results, we assert that no
further research is needed in this area, as our
findings stand as a lighthearted testament to the
serendipitous nature of statistical correlation — a
reminder that the academic cosmos is not merely a
realm of gravity and erudition, but also a stage for
the delightful capers of unexpected correlations.
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