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Ludicrous Link: Larcenies in Montana and Linearity with Days of 
Our Lives' Loyalists
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This empirical study delves into the perplexing relationship between burglaries in Montana
and the viewership count for the enduring soap opera "Days of Our Lives." Leveraging
data from the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services and Wikipedia, our research team
sought to shed light on this seemingly preposterous connection. Surprisingly, our findings
revealed a notable correlation coefficient of 0.9322805 and p < 0.01 for the years 1985 to
2021, leading to a conundrum worthy of further investigation. While the results may elicit
an  impulse  to  dismiss  the  association  as  mere  happenstance,  our  thorough  analysis
indicates  a  potentially  substantive  connection  between these  disparate  phenomena.  We
probe the implications of this curious correlation, offering a speculative commentary on
the complex interplay of regional crime rates and soap opera viewership. The implications
of  our study hint  at  an intriguing avenue for future scholarship,  urging researchers to
ponder the whimsical world of statistical quirks and unusual interrelationships.

The  juxtaposition  of  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena has long been a source of fascination in
the  realm of  empirical  research.  Such improbable
connections  often  prompt  skepticism,  amusement,
and  an  unshakeable  feeling  of  perplexity  akin  to
finding  a  pineapple  on  a  pizza  –  dubious  yet
strangely intriguing.

In  this  study,  we undertake  the  bemusing task of
unraveling  the  enigmatic  relationship  between
burglaries in the picturesque state of Montana and
the enduring allure of the soap opera "Days of Our
Lives."  While  one  might  expect  these  peculiar
bedfellows  to  have  as  much  in  common  as  a
kangaroo has with a  pogo stick,  our investigation
uncovers  a  surprising  nexus  worthy  of  scholarly
scrutiny.

The sporadic nature of criminal activity in the vast
expanse of Montana may lead one to question any
potential  correlation  with  the  serialized  drama  of

Salem's enigmatic inhabitants. After all, Montana's
serene  beauty  and  tranquil  pastures  seem
antithetical  to  the  gripping,  often  convoluted
plotlines  that  captivate  the  devoted  viewers  of
"Days of Our Lives." 

Yet,  as  we took a  deeper  dive  into  the  statistical
undercurrents  of  these  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena, we discovered a correlation coefficient
so striking that even the most stoic of researchers
might  permit  themselves  a  raised  eyebrow  of
incredulity. Embarking on this academic escapade,
we  were  prepared  to  entertain  the  possibility  of
uncovering a  spurious  linkage,  akin  to  the  flimsy
yarn spun by an unreliable narrator. However, to our
bemusement, the data unfurled a tale of unexpected
coherence,  leading  us  down  a  rabbit  hole  of
statistical peculiarities.

Thus, with curiosity piqued and tongues firmly in
cheek,  we  present  our  findings,  inviting  the
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academic community to join us in deciphering the
whimsical  world  of  statistical  quirks  and
improbable associations.  For as Confucius mused,
"The funniest people are the saddest people, and the
most  beautiful  faces  have  the  most  complicated
lives."  In  a  similar  vein,  the  most  improbable
connections  may  hold  within  them  the  seeds  of
enlightening discovery.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The authors find a multitude of scholarly works that
explore the dynamics of criminal behavior and the
influences  of  media  consumption.  Smith  (2010)
delves into the economic repercussions of burglary
rates,  shedding  light  on  the  societal  costs  and
implications.  Doe  (2015)  offers  a  comprehensive
analysis  of  soap  opera  viewership  trends,
highlighting  the  nuanced  preferences  and
demographic  shifts  that  shape  audience
engagement.  In  a  similar  vein,  Jones  (2018)
investigates  the  psychological  underpinnings  of
television consumption, unraveling the intricate web
of factors that contribute to viewer loyalty.

Turning to non-fiction literature, "Freakonomics" by
Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner presents an
intriguing  examination  of  seemingly  unrelated
correlations,  urging  readers  to  question
conventional wisdom and embrace the unexpected.
"The  Tipping Point"  by  Malcolm Gladwell  offers
insights into the social dynamics and ripple effects
that  underpin  behavioral  patterns,  encouraging  a
perspective that transcends surface-level analysis. In
a  lighthearted  yet  thought-provoking  manner,
"Superfreakonomics"  by  Steven  D.  Levitt  and
Stephen J.  Dubner presents  a compelling case for
reevaluating  assumed  causal  relationships  and
uncovering  the  underlying  connections  that  shape
human behavior.

Venturing into the realm of fiction, "Gone Girl" by
Gillian Flynn captures  the complexities  of human
deception  and  the  enigmatic  nature  of  motives,
albeit in a vastly different context from our research
inquiry.  "Big  Little  Lies"  by  Liane  Moriarty

intertwines the lives  of its  characters in  a web of
secrets  and  subterfuge,  offering  a  tantalizing
narrative  that  mirrors  the  clandestine  nature  of
criminal  activities.  These  literary  works  may  not
directly align with our study's focus, yet they serve
as a reminder of the intricate threads that connect
disparate  phenomena,  much  like  the  unexpected
linkage we aim to unravel.

In  a  less  conventional  turn,  the  animated  series
"Scooby-Doo" and the children's  show "Where in
the  World  is  Carmen  Sandiego?"  hold  a  curious
relevance  to  our  investigation.  Both  narratives
revolve  around  mysteries  and  enigmatic  puzzles,
captivating  audiences  with  their  explorations  of
clandestine activities and the pursuit of truth. While
conventional wisdom may dismiss the relevance of
these  shows  to  our  research  topic,  their  thematic
resonance  with  hidden  truths  and  cryptic
connections cannot be entirely overlooked.

METHODOLOGY

Data Collection and Variable Selection:

The  research  team  embarked  on  a  grandiose
scavenger  hunt  across  the  digital  landscape,
employing both the prodigious archives of the FBI
Criminal  Justice  Information  Services  and  the
teeming reservoir of knowledge that is Wikipedia.
With intrepid determination, the team gathered data
on the numbers of burglaries reported in Montana
and  the  cumulative  viewership  count  for  the
venerable  soap  opera  "Days  of  Our  Lives."  This
included garnering information from the years 1985
to 2021, encompassing a broad swath of temporal
real estate in our empirical odyssey.

Data Filtering and Scrutiny:

Having  amassed  this  bounty  of  information,  the
team engaged in a ritualistic dance of data filtering
and scrutiny, akin to panning for gold in a river of
statistical  sediment.  This  process  involved
winnowing out erroneous or spurious data points, as
well as engaging in beguiling debates over the most
esoteric of criteria for inclusion. After this selective
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winnowing,  the  dataset  emerged  polished  and
gleaming, ready for the rigorous interrogation that
lay ahead.

Statistical Modeling and Analysis:

To  unravel  the  tangled  skein  of  potential
relationships between these disparate variables, the
team employed a veritable menagerie of statistical
tools  and  methodologies.  These  included  the
humble but stalwart Pearson correlation coefficient,
which  dutifully  measured  the  linear  association
between  burglaries  and  soap  opera  viewership.
Additionally,  a  bevy of  time series  analyses  were
conducted to capture the dynamic ebb and flow of
these  phenomena  over  the  decades.  Akin  to  a
sagacious  detective  interrogating  suspects,  the
research  team  probed,  tweaked,  and  prodded  the
data until it yielded its cryptic secrets.

Robustness Checks and Sensitivity Analyses:

No statistical journey is complete without a parade
of robustness checks and sensitivity analyses, akin
to  prodding  a  jenga  tower  to  detect  its  weakest
architectural  flaws.  These  verifications  served  to
confirm  the  veracity  of  the  findings  through  a
battery  of  stress  tests,  cross-validations,  and
bootstrapping  escapades.  Like  intrepid  explorers
foraying  into  uncharted  territories,  the  team
traversed  the  precarious  terrain  of  statistical
fragility,  ensuring  the  solidity  of  their  empirical
edifice.

Ethical Considerations and Limitations:

Throughout this intrepid venture, the research team
upheld the lofty mantle of ethical conduct, ensuring
the respectful and judicious use of the data procured
from the enigmatic realms of FBI repositories and
communal knowledge sites. Furthermore, the team
reflected  upon  the  limitations  inherent  in  this
peculiar  endeavour,  acknowledging  the  potential
confounds, biases, and unforeseen quirks that may
have eluded their empirical gaze.

In sum, the research team navigated the labyrinthine
corridors  of  data,  statistics,  and  scholarly  inquiry
with a blend of seriousness and whimsy, unearthing

a  tale  of  surprising  coherence  amidst  the
improbable.  This  convoluted  yet  captivating
odyssey  underscored  the  power  of  rigorous
methodology  in  an  era  of  ever-present  statistical
deluge and improbable interconnections.

RESULTS

The  analysis  of  the  data  yielded  a  striking
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9322805,  indicating  a
remarkably  strong  positive  relationship  between
burglaries in Montana and the viewership count for
"Days of Our Lives" for the period spanning from
1985 to 2021. The coefficient of determination (r-
squared)  of  0.8691469  further  corroborates  this
robust  association,  implying  that  approximately
86.91% of  the variation in  soap opera viewership
count  can  be  explained  by  the  fluctuations  in
burglary rates in the state of Montana, a finding as
unexpected as finding a polar bear in a beach resort.

The statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01
lends  further  support  to  the  notion  that  the
relationship  between these  seemingly  incongruous
variables is unlikely to have arisen by mere chance,
akin to stumbling upon a rare coin while strolling in
the park. The persistence of this correlation over a
span of almost four decades lends credence to the
validity  of  the  observed  link,  prompting  one  to
contemplate the ways in which the ebb and flow of
criminal  activities  and  daytime  television
viewership  are  intertwined,  much  like  a  pair  of
synchronized swimmers effortlessly gliding through
a routine.

The  scatterplot  (see  Fig.  1)  visually  depicts  this
unexpected  alignment  between  the  two  variables,
with  each  data  point  resembling  a  peculiar  yet
captivating  piece  in  a  puzzle  that  defies
conventional logic. The plot exhibits a clear pattern
of  covariation,  defying  expectations  much  like  a
sudden plot twist in a melodramatic soap opera.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, these results offer an intriguing lens
through  which  to  view  the  interplay  between
regional  criminal  activity  and  the  seemingly
unassuming world of soap opera fandom. While the
precise  mechanisms  underpinning  this  curious
connection  remain  elusive,  the  findings  beckon
researchers to delve deeper into the enigmatic realm
of  statistical  quirks  and  improbable  associations,
much like a sleuth unraveling a perplexing mystery.

DISCUSSION

The  remarkable  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9322805, with a statistically significant p-value of
less than 0.01, bolsters our earlier discussion of the
perceived  correlation  between  the  fluctuating
viewership count for "Days of Our Lives" and the
incidence  of  burglaries  in  Montana.  These  results
resonate with the  ponderous proposition  put  forth
by  Steven  D.  Levitt  and  Stephen  J.  Dubner  in
"Freakonomics,"  where  they  exhort  readers  to
challenge  conventional  wisdom  and  embrace  the
unexpected  correlations  that  pervade  our  socio-
economic  landscape.  Our  findings  stand  as  a
testament  to  the  admonition  to  delve  beneath  the
surface  and  unravel  the  often-astonishing
connections  that  underlie  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena,  akin  to  chancing  upon  a  hidden
treasure map in a mundane household item.

In  tandem  with  the  outcomes  of  our  study,  the
foundational work of Smith (2010) and Doe (2015)
gains  heightened relevance.  Smith's  elucidation of
the societal costs and implications of burglary rates

and  Doe's  exploration  of  soap  opera  viewership
trends  acquire  a  compelling  undercurrent  of
interconnectivity.  Perhaps there exists  a  symbiotic
relationship  between  criminal  escapades  and  the
escapist allure of daytime serials, analogous to the
symbiotic  rapport  between  a  detective  and  an
elusive culprit.

Moreover,  the  astute  psychological  intricacies  of
television consumption unravelled by Jones (2018)
resonate  with  our  unanticipated  findings.  The
pervasive link between viewership count for "Days
of Our Lives" and burglaries in Montana points to
an  alluring  conceptual  intersection  between  the
psychological drivers of entertainment consumption
and  the  socioeconomic  undercurrents  of
criminological  behavior.  This  duality  echos  the
enthralling yet  enigmatic  coexistence  of  light  and
shadow in a captivating narrative.

Returning  to  a  more  peculiar  tangent  from  our
literature  review,  the  thematic  relevance  of
animated  series  "Scooby-Doo"  and  the  children's
show "Where in the World is Carmen Sandiego?"
cannot  be  summarily  dismissed.  Their  resonant
themes  of  hidden  truths  and  cryptic  connections
mirror  the  unsuspected  resonance  we  have
unearthed,  analogous  to  discovering  a  whimsical
parallel universe hiding just  beneath our mundane
reality.

In essence, our empirical investigation has kindled
further  intrigue  into  the  puzzling  correspondence
between the criminal activities in Montana and the
rapt audience of "Days of Our Lives," encouraging
a reevaluation of assumed causal relationships and a
deeper  exploration  into  the  whimsical  world  of
statistical quirks and improbable associations, much
like a detective following a serendipitous lead in a
seemingly unsolvable case.

CONCLUSION

In  sum,  our  research  has  unearthed  a  rather
improbable  yet  perplexingly  robust  connection
between burglaries in Montana and the viewership
count for the soap opera "Days of Our Lives." The
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prodigious correlation coefficient of 0.9322805 and
p  <  0.01  persisting  over  a  span  of  almost  four
decades baffles conventional wisdom, much like a
magician  producing  an  endless  string  of
handkerchiefs  from  a  seemingly  empty  hat.  It
appears that the ebb and flow of criminal activities
and the allure of soap opera drama are inexplicably
entwined,  not  unlike  a  pair  of  socks  stubbornly
clinging together in the drier.

The scatterplot vividly portrays this unconventional
kinship, each data point akin to a quirky character in
a whimsical narrative playing out on the canvas of
statistical analysis. One cannot help but marvel at
this statistical oddity, much like stumbling upon a
unicorn  grazing  in  a  mundane  field.  The  results
beckon us to ponder the enigmatic dance between
crime  rates  and  daytime  TV aficionados,  akin  to
wondering what compels a cat to endlessly chase a
laser pointer.

While  the exact  underlying mechanisms elude us,
our  findings  nudge  the  academic  community  to
explore the charming labyrinth of statistical quirks
and  improbable  associations  with  the  zeal  of  a
treasure  hunter  hunting  for  long-lost  artifacts.
However, with the current research painting a vivid
picture of unexpected coherence, it seems as though
delving further into this peculiar linkage may yield
diminishing  returns,  like  attempting  to  squeeze
water from a stone. Therefore, it is concluded that
no further research in this area is warranted.
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