Close Encounters of the Third Climbing Kind: A Statistical Analysis of
UFO Sightings in Delaware and Successful Mount Everest Climbs

Christopher Harris, Ava Travis, Gideon P Tompkins

Abstract

In this paper, we delve into the surprising connection
between UFO sightings in the state of Delaware and the
total number of successful Mount Everest climbs. By
utilizing data from the National UFO Reporting Center
and the Commercial Climbing Database, we conducted a
rigorous statistical analysis covering the time interval
from 1976 to 2011. Our analysis revealed a correlation
coefficient of 0.9011461 and a p-value of less than 0.01,
indicating a strong association between these seemingly
unrelated phenomena. Our findings suggest a peculiar link
between extraterrestrial visitations and the success of
intrepid mountaineers, raising questions about potential
interstellar influences on human achievements. These
unexpected results call for further investigation into the
cosmic forces at play in our earthly endeavors, shedding
new light on the interplay between the celestial and
terrestrial realms.

1. Introduction

The intersection of UFO sightings and successful
Mount Everest climbs may seem, at first glance, to
be the stuff of science fiction or tall tales spun
around a campfire. However, our investigation has
unearthed a striking correlation that defies
conventional explanation. These two disparate
phenomena, one involving unexplained aerial
phenomena reported by witnesses in the small state
of Delaware, and the other encompassing the
triumphs and tragedies of mountaineers conquering
the world's highest peak, have converged in a
manner that demands closer scrutiny.

As the renowned astronomer Carl Sagan once
mused, "Extraordinary claims require extraordinary
evidence." While we do not purport to unravel the
mysteries of the cosmos or definitively attribute
causation, our study presents a compelling case for
the relationship between these enigmatic
occurrences. Through rigorous statistical analysis
and careful data examination, we sought to bring a
measure of scientific rigor to what may appear, to
some, as an outlandish pursuit.

The scale of Mount Everest's imposing height,
reaching skyward in a majestic display of geological
grandeur, mirrors the vastness of the celestial
expanse where purported UFO sightings have been
documented. From the peaks of the Himalayas to the
heavens above Delaware, there seems to be an
ethereal tether weaving through these seemingly
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distinct realms. Is this linkage the result of pure
happenstance or a more profound cosmic design?
Our investigation endeavors to shed light on this
conundrum.

In the annals of scientific inquiry, unexpected
discoveries have often sprung forth from the most
unlikely juxtapositions and connections. The
serendipitous nature of these unanticipated
revelations, akin to stumbling upon a rare species of
flora in the midst of an urban jungle, compels us to
explore and extract meaning from the improbable. In
traversing the landscape of UFO sightings and
Mount Everest's formidable slopes, we invite readers
to join us in this intellectual expedition, as we
endeavor to unravel the entwined complexities that
lie hidden in plain sight.

As we embark on this analytical odyssey, with a
touch of skepticism and a sprinkling of curiosity, we
shall uncover the invisible threads that bind these
diverse phenomena. Though the journey may be
filled with twists and turns, unexpected discoveries,
and perhaps a few hair-raising revelations, we are
poised to navigate this uncharted terrain with
scientific rigor and a dash of whimsy. Join us, dear
readers, as we embark on a voyage that blurs the line
between the empirically-grounded and the
otherworldly.

Our findings promise to deliver not just insights into
the statistical dynamics at play but also a tantalizing
glimpse into the cosmic dance that shapes our
terrestrial realities. As we trudge through the
labyrinthine corridors of our analysis, we remain
acutely mindful of the aphorism attributed to Arthur
C. Clarke, "The only way to discover the limits of
the possible is to venture a little way past them into
the impossible." With this maxim as our guiding star,
we set sail into the uncharted waters of UFO
sightings and Mount Everest triumphs, determined
to chart a course that transcends the conventional
boundaries of scientific inquiry.

2. Literature Review

The connection between UFO sightings and
successful Mount Everest climbs may seem as
unlikely as finding a snowman in the Sahara, but our
literature review reveals an intriguing web of

research that has explored the boundaries of these
seemingly disparate subjects.

Smith et al. (2005) conducted a comprehensive
analysis of UFO sightings and suggested a potential
correlation with geographic features such as
mountain ranges. While their focus was not
specifically on Mount Everest, their work laid the
groundwork for considering the role of terrestrial
landscapes in extraterrestrial encounters. On the
other hand, Doe and Jones (2010) delved into the
psychological implications of extreme
mountaineering, positing that the isolation and
heightened sensory experiences at high altitudes
could potentially amplify perceptions of anomalous
phenomena, including UFO sightings.

Turning our attention to the broader literature,
"Aliens in America" by Jaffe and Zaboly (2013)
provides a historical and sociological perspective on
UFO culture, underscoring the impact of popular
media in shaping public perceptions of
extraterrestrial  visitations.  Furthermore, "The
Everest Principle" by Sherpa (2008) offers a
firsthand account of the Sherpa community's
perspectives on the spiritual significance of Mount
Everest, hinting at a mystical undercurrent that may
resonate with otherworldly phenomena. It is worth
noting that while these sources do not explicitly
address the intersection of UFO sightings and Mount
Everest climbs, they offer insights into the cultural,
psychological, and geographical contexts that could
underpin our investigation.

In a more speculative realm, the fiction novel "The
X-Files: Ruins" by Harper (1996) weaves a narrative
that intertwines archaeological discoveries with
extraterrestrial encounters, offering a fantastical but
thought-provoking exploration of alien influence on
human history. Similarly, "Peak" by Smith (2007)
presents a gripping tale of adolescent mountaineers,
although devoid of extraterrestrial elements, it
captures the emotional highs and lows of conquering
formidable peaks, echoing the resilience and
determination emblematic of Everest climbers.

In a twist that may surprise some readers, a popular
internet meme—known simply as "X-Files Theme
Song Remix"—has spawned countless humorous
remixes incorporating audio clips from the iconic
television series. While seemingly tangential, these
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internet phenomena reflect the pervasive influence
of UFO lore in contemporary culture, serving as a
testament to the enduring fascination with the
mysterious and otherworldly.

In synthesizing these diverse strands of literature, we
are compelled to approach our investigation with a
blend of skepticism and open-mindedness, much like
straddling the line between the empirical and the
enigmatic. The journey ahead promises to be as
unpredictable as a UFO sighting on a clear night, but
we are poised to unravel the cosmic enigma
shrouding the connection between UFOs and
Everest triumphs, armed with statistical rigor and
just a hint of whimsy.

3. Methodology

To unearth the hidden link between UFO sightings in
Delaware and the total number of successful Mount
Everest climbs, a comprehensive and meticulous
approach was employed. The research team
embarked on a multidimensional data collection
endeavor that traversed the realms of extraterrestrial
phenomena and high-altitude adventures. The
primary sources of data were the National UFO
Reporting Center - the repository of reported UFO
sightings in the United States - and the Commercial
Climbing Database, housing the historical records of
Mount Everest expeditions.

The first step involved the extraction of UFO
sighting reports from the National UFO Reporting
Center's archives, spanning from 1976 to 2011. The
team meticulously combed through these reports,
filtering out spurious claims, misidentifications of
celestial bodies, and instances of overactive
imaginations. The remaining reports were deemed as
credible sightings, forming the basis for the UFO
dataset.

Simultaneously, the Commercial Climbing Database
was meticulously scoured for a comparable
timeframe, capturing the data on successful Mount
Everest climbs during the same period. This entailed
sifting through a trove of expedition logs, summit
records, and ascent details, ensuring the accuracy
and integrity of the climbing data.

With the datasets in hand, a series of statistical
analyses were conducted to discern any discernible

patterns or associations between the frequency of
UFO sightings in Delaware and the number of
successful Mount Everest summits. The team
employed advanced statistical techniques, including
correlation analysis, time series analysis, and
regression modeling, to tease out the underlying
relationship.

Furthermore, to account for potential confounding
variables and mitigate spurious correlations,
rigorous sensitivity analyses were performed. These
analyses involved varying the time intervals,
stratifying the data by climatic conditions, and
assessing the impact of lunar phases on both UFO
sightings and climbing success. The integration of
such methodological safeguards aimed to bolster the
robustness of the findings and ensure the validity of
the observed correlation.

In addition to quantitative analyses, qualitative data
from climbers and eyewitnesses were also
triangulated, providing rich anecdotal insights into
any purported interactions with otherworldly entities
during ascent attempts. Though anecdotal in nature,
these firsthand accounts served as complementary
evidence, enriching the depth of the study and
lending a nuanced perspective to the quantitative
findings.

Encompassing a blend of meticulous data curation,
rigorous statistical analyses, and anecdotal
validation, the methodology adopted in this study
aimed to capture the nuanced interplay between
celestial visitations and human triumphs atop the
world's highest peaks. While the journey was fraught
with the occasional absurdities and paradoxes
inherent in such an investigation, it nonetheless laid
the groundwork for unraveling the mysterious
connection between otherworldly sightings in
Delaware and the feats of mountaineering prowess
on the formidable slopes of Mount Everest.

4. Results

In our exploration of the eyebrow-raising association
between UFO sightings in Delaware and the total
number of successful Mount Everest climbs, we
uncovered a striking relationship that challenges
conventional wisdom. Our analysis, covering the
period from 1976 to 2011, yielded a robust
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correlation coefficient of 0.9011461, with an r-
squared value of 0.8120644, and a p-value less than
0.01. These statistical parameters point to a highly
significant and noteworthy connection between these
ostensibly unrelated phenomena.

Fig. 1 presents a scatterplot illustrating the marked
positive correlation between the frequency of UFO
sightings in Delaware and the successful conquest of
Mount Everest. The visual depiction of the data
further underscores the compelling nature of the
relationship we have unearthed, providing a graphic
representation of the surprising alignment between
these disparate realms.

Our findings raise intriguing questions about the
interplay of extraterrestrial phenomena and human
achievements, prompting contemplation of the
cosmic influences that may underpin extraordinary
feats on Earth. While the precise mechanisms
governing this correlation remain tantalizingly
elusive, the statistical evidence we have amassed
calls for judicious consideration of unconventional
forces at play. This compelling link between
sightings of interstellar visitors and high-altitude
conquests hints at a complex interweaving of
terrestrial and celestial forces, challenging the
boundaries of traditional scientific understanding.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In delving into this unlikely nexus of UFO sightings
and mountain triumphs, we have unraveled a
peculiar relationship that invites further exploration
and contemplation. Our discovery transcends the
mundane to unveil a mysterious connection that
beckons to be probed with the rigor of empirical
inquiry, while also evoking a sense of wonder at the
enigmatic forces that may shape human endeavors.

Our study signifies not just an esoteric statistical
association but also a whimsical foray into the
wondrous and the enigmatic. As we grapple with the
implications of these findings, we are reminded of
the words of the eminent physicist Richard
Feynman, who aptly remarked, "The universe is a
pretty big place. If it's just us, seems like an awful
waste of space." Indeed, our investigation prompts
contemplation of the cosmic tapestry that envelops
our terrestrial existence, leaving us to ponder the
potential influences that extend beyond the confines
of our world.

In presenting our findings, we extend an invitation to
the scientific community and all curious minds to
embrace this unforeseen linkage with an open mind
and a generous sprinkle of speculative wonder.
While our examination has unfurled this unexpected
correlation, it represents merely a step in a journey
that beckons for further exploration and empirical
scrutiny. The interstellar intrigue that infuses our
terrestrial realities beckons for sustained scientific
attention, as we endeavor to unravel the mysteries
that lurk at the intersection of human
accomplishment and otherworldly visitations.

5. Discussion

The peculiar association between UFO sightings in
Delaware and the successful conquest of Mount
Everest, as evidenced by our analyses, has unveiled
an unforeseen cosmic thread that intertwines human
achievements and otherworldly phenomena. Our
findings not only support previous research, but they
also challenge traditional scientific boundaries,
prompting a quasi-philosophical contemplation of
the mysterious interplay between the terrestrial and
the celestial realms.

The correlation coefficient of 0.9011461 obtained in
our study echoes the pioneering work of Smith et al.
(2005), who hinted at the potential geographic
influence of mountain ranges on UFO sightings.
While Delaware may not host towering summits, its
geographical position and topographical peculiarities
could contribute to the frequency of otherworldly
encounters, perhaps attracting interstellar visitors
curious about the terrestrial realm. Furthermore, the
psychological implications underscored by Doe and
Jones (2010), suggesting that heightened sensory
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experiences at high altitudes could augment
perceptions of anomalous phenomena, may shed
light on the heightened receptivity of Everest
climbers to extraterrestrial visitations.

The statistical parameters derived from our analyses
align with the whimsical but thought-provoking
imaginings presented in Harper's "The X-Files:
Ruins,"” challenging us to ponder the potential
influence of cosmic forces on human endeavors. The
empirical solidity of our findings imbues this
fanciful connection with a tangible weight,
compelling us to consider the cosmic influences that
may shape our terrestrial realities.

The visual representation of our data, as depicted in
Fig 1, evokes a sense of wonder akin to the
humorous remixes of the "X-Files Theme Song" that
have permeated internet culture, encapsulating the
enduring fascination with the enigmatic and
otherworldly. Our results not only amplify previous
research but also beckon us to embrace the
unpredictability of this inquiry with a blend of
statistics and speculative awe.

As we step into the uncharted territory of the
celestial and terrestrial convergence, we are
reminded of the words of Sherpa (2008), presenting
the spiritual significance of Mount Everest from the
perspective of the Sherpa community. Our findings
lend credence to these mystical undercurrents,
prompting contemplation of the cosmic enigma that
shrouds our earthly accomplishments. The
unexpected alignment of UFO sightings and
mountain triumphs challenges us to straddle the line
between empirical inquiry and speculative wonder,
underscoring the ceaseless allure of the unknown.

In concluding this discussion, we invite our peers in
the scientific community and all curious minds to
embolden this unforeseen linkage with an open mind
and a dash of speculative curiosity. Our study has
unraveled a cosmic thread that beckons for further
exploration, daring us to confront the mysteries that
lie at the nexus of human achievement and
otherworldly endeavors. As we embark on this
journey, we are reminded of the words of
Shakespeare, "There are more things in heaven and
earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your
philosophy." Without a doubt, our investigation has
unfurled a cosmic tapestry that calls for sustained

scientific attention, as we strive to illuminate the
mystery that envelopes our earthly endeavors.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has brought to light an
astonishing correlation between UFO sightings in
Delaware and the number of successful Mount
Everest climbs. The robust statistical evidence
suggests a significant relationship that challenges
conventional perceptions of terrestrial and celestial
influences on human endeavors. While the precise
mechanisms underlying this connection remain
shrouded in mystery, our findings beckon to the
enigmatic interplay between the extraterrestrial and
the terrestrial realms, offering a tantalizing glimpse
into the cosmic forces shaping our achievements.

As we ponder the implications of our discoveries,
we are reminded of the words of Sir Edmund
Hillary, the famed mountaineer who conquered
Everest: "It is not the mountain we conquer but
ourselves." Yet, could it be that the not-so-subtle
presence of extraterrestrial voyagers has subtly
shaped our conquests of the world's highest peaks?
This remarkable correlation nudges us to
contemplate the possibility of otherworldly guidance
in our terrestrial triumphs, adding an unexpected
layer of complexity to the narrative of human
achievement.

With our scientific gaze fixed firmly on the
empirical evidence, we cannot ignore the whimsical
allure of this unearthly connection. The statistical
link unveiled in our analysis evokes a sense of
wonder and invites us to dance on the blurry
boundary between the empirical and the cosmic, as
if catching a fleeting glimpse of a shooting star
amidst the rigor of statistical analysis.

In the spirit of scientific inquiry, we urge future
researchers to continue unraveling the cosmic
tapestry that envelops our terrestrial endeavors. As
for us, we shall leave this peculiar nexus of UFO
sightings and mountain victories to the intrepid
explorers of the scientific frontier, as we bid adieu to
this zany odyssey, confident that no more research is
needed in this area.
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