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Abstract

This study delves into the rather unexpected relationship between the prevalence of the first name Ben 
and incidents of arson in the Hawaiian archipelago. Leveraging data from the US Social Security 
Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, we sought to elucidate the potential 
correlation between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. Our analysis revealed a striking correlation 
coefficient of 0.7403626 with a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the period spanning 
from 1985 to 2022. The implications of our findings raise important questions regarding the impact of 
nomenclature on criminal behaviors, highlighting the need for a deeper examination of the socio-
psychological mechanisms underlying the association between mundane monikers and combustible 
conduct.
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1. Introduction

The dynamics of human behavior remain a
subject  of  extensive  inquiry,  often  yielding
unexpected  and  intriguing  findings.  Our
research  endeavors  to  contribute  to  this
ongoing dialogue by shedding light  on the
curious relationship between the popularity
of the name Ben and instances of arson in
the  unique  context  of  Hawaii.  While  the

correlation  between  nomenclature  and
criminal behavior may seem as far-fetched
as  a  tropical  vacation  in  Antarctica,  our
preliminary  exploration  has  unearthed  a
connection that merits further investigation.

As we embark on this academic adventure,
it  becomes  evident  that  names,  like
Hawaiian  shirt  patterns,  carry  with  them
hidden meanings and societal associations.
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The choice of a name can be as pivotal as
selecting the proper tiki torch for an island
luau  or  as  baffling  as  trying  to  unravel  a
riddle  in  a  bottle  cast  adrift  at  sea.  Our
pursuit  of  truth  leads  us  to  consider  the
potential  influence  of  social,  cultural,  and
even  climatic  factors  on  the  interplay
between  the  moniker  "Ben"  and  the
propensity for fiery felonies.

At  the  outset  of  our  inquiry,  we  found
ourselves  pondering  the  potential  reasons
behind such an unlikely correlation. Is it the
allure  of  the  tropical  climate  that  ignites
arsonist  tendencies  in  individuals  named
Ben,  or  does  the  name  itself  harbor  a
hidden  connotation  evocative  of
combustion? One could say we are delving
into  a  veritable  "ring  of  fire"  of  questions,
seeking  to  extinguish  the  flames  of
uncertainty with the cool waters of empirical
evidence.

Unraveling the enigmatic  link  between the
popularity  of  the  name  Ben  and  the
incidence  of  arson  in  Hawaii  presents  a
riddle akin to deciphering ancient glyphs on
the face of a volcanic rock. Yet, armed with
statistical  rigor  and  a  penchant  for
unraveling mysteries, we endeavor to bring
clarity  to  this  seemingly  improbable
association.  Our exploration is rooted in  a
sense of scientific curiosity and a touch of
whimsy,  much  like  a  lei  adorning  an
unsuspecting tourist.

Against  the  backdrop  of  paradisiacal
landscapes,  our  findings  raise  thought-
provoking  questions  that  go  beyond  the
confines of mere nomenclature, delving into
the intricate psyche of  individuals  and the
idiosyncratic  influences  that  shape  their
behaviors.  As  we  journey  through  our
research,  we  invite  you  to  join  us  in  this
odyssey,  as we pursue the alluring  dance
between the popularity of the name Ben and
the  smoldering  embers  of  arson  in  the
tropical haven of Hawaii.

2. Literature Review

To  commence  the  investigation  of  the
relationship between the prevalence of the
first name Ben and occurrences of arson in
Hawaii,  it  is  crucial  to explore the existing
body  of  literature  on  the  influence  of
nomenclature  on  human  behavior.  Smith
and Doe conducted a comprehensive study
titled "Naming and Behavior: Unraveling the
Mysteries,"  which delved into the potential
impact  of  individuals'  names  on  their
propensities  for  various  actions.  The
authors  found  that  certain  names  were
associated  with  specific  personality  traits
and  behavioral  patterns,  providing  a
foundation  for  the  premise  that
nomenclature  could  indeed  possess
underlying influences on human conduct.

Jones,  in  the  esteemed  work  "The  Name
Effect:  A  Sociolinguistic  Analysis,"  further
corroborated  the  notion  that  names  could
carry  unintended  connotations  and  evoke
subconscious  associations,  shaping
individuals'  inclinations  towards  certain
behaviors.  Such scholarly  inquiries lay the
groundwork  for  considering  the  intricate
interplay  between  the  popularity  of  the
name Ben and the incidence of arson in the
Hawaiian context.

Moving  beyond  the  realm  of  academic
research, non-fiction accounts such as "The
Psychology of Names" by Adams and "The
Societal Significance of Naming" by Brown
offer insightful perspectives on the intrinsic
meanings  embedded  in  names.  These
works expound upon the subtle nuances of
nomenclature and its potential  implications
on  societal  behaviors,  setting  a  thought-
provoking  backdrop  for  our  exploration  of
the Ben-arson connection.

Additionally, literary fiction presents a wealth
of  narratives  that,  albeit  fictional,  often
encapsulate profound societal reflections. In
"The  Arsonist's  Namesake"  by  White,  the
protagonist's  name,  coincidentally  Ben,
becomes intertwined with a series of arson
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incidents,  illustrating  the  captivating
interweaving  of  nomenclature  and
combustible  activities.  Furthermore,  in
Atwood's "The Ignited Identity," the central
character's  name,  Ben,  becomes
emblematic of fiery pursuits,  hinting at  the
allegorical implications of names in relation
to incendiary behavior.

Venturing  into  unconventional  sources  of
insight,  animated  series  and  children's
shows  can  also  provide  subtle  yet
illuminating  observations  on  human
behavior.  Through  the  lens  of  popular
cartoons  such  as  "The  Adventures  of
Firefighter Ben" and "Pyro Pete and Pals,"
elements  of  nomenclature  and  fire-related
activities  are  depicted  in  a  lighthearted
manner,  offering  a  playful  yet  intriguing
dimension to our study.

As we amalgamate these diverse sources
and embark on our academic endeavor, we
are confronted with a synthesis of scholarly
inquiry,  literary  symbolism,  and  whimsical
reflections,  all  converging  to  unravel  the
enigmatic  connection  between  the
popularity  of  the  name  Ben  and  the
prevalence of arson in the idyllic landscape
of Hawaii.

3. Our approach & methods

Data Collection:

The data utilized in this study was primarily
sourced  from  the  US  Social  Security
Administration,  containing  records  of  the
frequency of first  names, including but not
limited to "Ben," bestowed upon newborns
from 1985 to 2022. The FBI Criminal Justice
Information  Services  provided  the
supplementary  dataset,  encompassing
reported  incidents  of  arson  in  the
encompassing  Hawaiian  archipelago.  The
hybridization  of  these  datasets  bestowed
upon our analysis a semblance of a tropical
cocktail,  teeming  with  data  points  and
perhaps a splash of intrigue.

Statistical Analysis:

To  establish  the  potential  correlation
between the prevalence of  the  name Ben
and arson incidents in  Hawaii,  a  series of
statistical  analyses  were  employed.  A
correlation  coefficient,  reminiscent  of  a
conch shell whispered into by the statistical
ocean  breeze,  was  calculated to  measure
the strength and direction of the relationship
between  these  seemingly  disparate
variables.  Additionally,  a  robust  regression
analysis  was  conducted  to  unravel  the
nuances  of  this  association,  akin  to
unwrapping a complex layer of poi to reveal
the heart of an enigmatic taro root.

Control Variables:

In  order  to  mitigate  the  influence  of
extraneous  factors  on  the  observed
relationship, several control variables were
incorporated  into  the  analysis.  These
variables,  ranging  from  the  average
temperature of  Hawaii  to  the frequency of
ukulele serenades, aimed to disentangle the
potential confounding effects of exogenous
variables on the observed correlation. It  is
crucial to note that these efforts were akin to
weaving a protective lei  of  methodological
rigor around the core analysis.

Ethical Considerations:

Throughout  this  study,  ethical
considerations  were  of  paramount
importance.  The  anonymity  of  individuals
involved  in  reported  arson  incidents  was
rigorously  upheld,  mirroring  the  gentle
concealment  of  an  aloha  shirt's  garish
pattern  under  a  traditional  lava  lava.
Additionally,  the  privacy  and confidentiality
of  individuals  bearing the name Ben were
upheld with the utmost reverence, much like
preserving the sanctity of a hidden surf spot
on the bustling shores of Waikiki.

Sample Size and Limitations:

The  sample  size  for  this  study  was
determined  by  the availability  of  data  and
the  constraints  inherent  to  the  dataset
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sources. It is important to acknowledge that
the findings of this study are circumscribed
by the constraints of  the data,  akin to the
shores constraining the boundless expanse
of an azure lagoon. Furthermore, while the
statistical  analyses  yield  valuable  insights,
they do not imply causality and are merely
indicative of a correlation, akin to the gentle
sway  of  palm  fronds  in  island  breezes,
neither  causing  nor  preventing  the  winds
from their coastal dance.

In summary, the methodology employed in
this research endeavor sought  to navigate
the  intricate  nuances  of  exploring  the
mysterious affinity between the popularity of
the  name  Ben  and  the  ignition  of  fiery
incidents  in  the  tranquil  embrace  of
Hawaiian  landscapes.  The  data  collection,
statistical  analyses,  ethical  considerations,
and methodological limitations coalesced to
form a methodological framework akin to a
hula  dance,  gracefully  unraveling  the
enigmatic  connection  between
nomenclature and nefarious flames.

4. Results

The analysis of the data led to compelling
findings regarding the connection between
the  frequency  of  the  name  "Ben"  and
incidences  of  arson  in  Hawaii.  The
correlation  coefficient,  computed  at
0.7403626,  indicates  a  strong  positive
relationship between the two variables. This
value implies that  as the popularity  of  the
name  "Ben"  increased,  so  too  did  the
incidence  of  arson  in  the  Hawaiian
archipelago. 

Furthermore,  the  coefficient  of
determination (r-squared) was calculated to
be  0.5481368,  suggesting  that
approximately  54.8%  of  the  variation  in
arson occurrences can be explained by the
fluctuations  in  the  popularity  of  the  name
"Ben."  This  observation  indicates  a
substantive  degree  of  predictability  in  the
relationship  between  the  two  phenomena,

akin  to  anticipating  a  sudden  eruption  of
fiery  behaviors  based  on  the  prevailing
nomenclature trends.

The statistical significance of the correlation
was  assessed  through  hypothesis  testing,
yielding  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01.  This
result provides strong evidence to reject the
null  hypothesis  and accept  the alternative,
establishing  that  the  association  between
the  popularity  of  the  name  "Ben"  and
incidents  of  arson  in  Hawaii  is  indeed
unlikely to have occurred by chance alone.
This statistical significance adds a layer of
emphasis to the importance of our findings,
demonstrating that  the correlation is not  a
mere flash in the pan,  but  rather a robust
and  sustained  pattern  worthy  of  further
investigation.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually
encapsulates  the  observed  correlation,
portraying  a  clear  positive  trend  between
the popularity  of  the  name "Ben"  and  the
prevalence  of  arson  in  Hawaii.  The  data
points cluster along a discernible trajectory,
reminiscent  of  the vigorous flames kindled
by  the  collective  influence  of  the  moniker
"Ben."

In light of these results, it becomes evident
that  the  nomenclature  of  "Ben"  carries
implications  extending  beyond  its
conventional  role  as  a  personal  identifier,
and may have unforeseen repercussions on
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behavioral  patterns  within  the  tropical
confines of  Hawaii.  These findings lay the
groundwork for a deeper exploration of the
socio-psychological  undercurrents  linking
seemingly  innocuous  names  to  the
incendiary acts that capture our attention.

5. Discussion

The results  of  our  study  significantly  align
with the existing body of literature that has
ventured into the intriguing domain of name-
behavior  associations.  The  findings
corroborate the premise put forth by Smith
and Doe, emphasizing the potential impact
of individuals' names on their proclivities for
various  actions.  Indeed,  the  statistical
correlation  coefficient  of  0.7403626  offers
robust  support  for  the  notion  that  the
popularity of the name "Ben" coincides with
a  marked  increase  in  arson  incidents  in
Hawaii.

Moreover, the coefficient of determination (r-
squared)  of  0.5481368  underscores  the
substantial  predictability  in  the relationship
between the prevalence of the name "Ben"
and occurrences of arson. This predictability
might  prompt  one  to  wonder  if  the  fiery
behaviors  are  somehow predetermined  by
the  trends  in  nomenclature,  akin  to  a
dormant ember waiting to burst into flames
as the name "Ben" gains prominence.

The statistical significance of the correlation,
as  evidenced  by  the  p-value  of  less  than
0.01,  aligns  with  the  weighty  implications
expounded by Jones in "The Name Effect: A
Sociolinguistic  Analysis."  The  rejection  of
the null  hypothesis and acceptance of  the
alternative  underscores the unlikelihood of
this association occurring by chance alone.
It seems that the link between the popularity
of  the name "Ben" and arson in Hawaii  is
not merely a serendipitous spark, but rather
a  statistically  established  conflagration  of
nomenclature and incendiary activity.

Notably,  the visually  compelling  scatterplot
(Fig.  1)  reinforces  the  strength  of  the
observed  correlation,  succinctly  capturing
the positive trend between the prevalence of
the name "Ben" and the frequency of arson
in  Hawaii.  The  collective  influence  of  the
moniker "Ben," akin to a gathering storm of
flammable  behaviors,  becomes  palpable
through the clustering of data points along a
discernible  trajectory.  It  is  as  if  the  name
"Ben" serves as a prelude to the igniting of
fiery  deeds  in  the  tropical  expanse  of
Hawaii.

In  conclusion,  the  evident  correlation
between the popularity of  the name "Ben"
and incidents of arson in Hawaii prompts a
reevaluation  of  the  potential  influence  of
nomenclature on behavioral inclinations. As
we navigate the complex interplay between
seemingly  innocuous  names  and  the
captivating  allure  of  incendiary  acts,  our
findings  beckon  further  exploration  of  the
socio-psychological  undercurrents  that
weave the everyday names into the fabric of
combustible  conduct  in  the  picturesque
archipelago of Hawaii.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  into  the
relationship between the prevalence of the
first  name  Ben  and  incidents  of  arson  in
Hawaii has yielded illuminating findings. The
robust correlation coefficient and substantial
coefficient  of determination underscore the
striking  connection  between  the  popularity
of  the  name "Ben"  and the occurrence of
fiery  felonies  in  the  tropical  paradise.  It
appears  that  the  name  "Ben"  carries  a
certain  incendiary  allure,  akin  to  the
mesmerizing dance of flames in a traditional
Hawaiian fire dance.

The  statistical  significance  of  our  findings
defies  the  odds  of  mere  coincidence,
emphasizing  the  significance  of  this
pronounced association.  It  seems that  the
name "Ben" exerts a noteworthy influence,
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reminiscent  of  a  captivating  tiki  torch
drawing moths to a flame.

While our exploration has provided valuable
insights,  it  also  raises  a  host  of  intriguing
questions. Does the phonetic resemblance
of  "Ben"  to  "burn"  subconsciously  ignite
destructive  tendencies?  Could  the
mellifluous  sound  of  the  name  exert  a
hypnotic  effect,  akin  to  the  siren call  of  a
Polynesian chant,  luring individuals toward
pyromaniacal  pursuits?  These  questions
open  the  door  to  a  world  of  speculative
musings,  akin to unravelling the enigmatic
allure  of  a  hidden  treasure  in  the  Pacific
Ocean.

In  light  of  our  findings,  it  is  evident  that
nomenclature  holds  a  curious  sway  over
behavioral  propensities,  veering  into  the
unforeseen  realm  of  fire-starting
predilections. As such, our study serves as
a  mere  flicker  in  the  expansive  arena  of
name-determined behaviors, akin to a lone
candle in a sea of darkness.

In essence, this investigation sheds light on
the  intricate  tapestry  of  human  behavior,
punctuated by the inexplicable resonance of
a seemingly innocuous name. The allure of
the name "Ben" is akin to a captivating luau
dance,  leaving  us  spellbound  by  its  fiery
associations.

As we extinguish the flames of curiosity with
the cooling waters of empirical evidence, it
becomes  evident  that  further  research  in
this  domain  would  be  akin  to  fanning  the
flames  of  an  already  roaring  bonfire.
Therefore,  we  assert  that  no  additional
research  is  needed  in  this  area,  as  this
study already blazes a  trail  in  illuminating
the  scorching  synergy  between  the  name
"Ben" and arson in Hawaii.
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