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Abstract

This study delves into the extraordinary world of nomenclature and criminal mischief, exploring the 
curious correlation between the popularity of the first name Shane and incidents of arson in the state of 
Georgia. Leveraging data from the US Social Security Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice 
Information Services, we embarked on a statistical escapade to uncover the potential link between Shane
and flame. Our research team unearthed a remarkably strong positive association, with a correlation 
coefficient of 0.9675130 and a compelling p-value less than 0.01, spanning the years 1985 to 2022. The 
findings lead to sizzling insights, suggesting an intriguing resonance between the prevalence of the name 
Shane and the propensity for fiery felonies in Georgia. With these scorching results, we challenge the 
scholarly community to ponder whether Shane's popularity ignites a fiery passion for arson or if it merely 
sets the stage for coincidental conflagrations. This research ignites a flame of curiosity, highlighting the 
need for further exploration of the Shane Effect and its incendiary influence on criminal behavior.
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1. Introduction

The  field  of  criminology  has  long  been
fascinated with identifying the myriad factors
that  contribute  to  criminal  behavior.  From
socioeconomic  status  to  psychological
predispositions, researchers have tirelessly
sought  to  unravel  the  tangled  web  of
influences that drive individuals to engage in
illicit  activities.  However,  amidst  this
labyrinth  of  causation,  one  peculiar  and
often overlooked variable has emerged from
the shadows – the first name "Shane."

In this paper, we embark on an ardent quest
to  explore  the  enigmatic  connection
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Shane  and  the  incidence  of  arson  in  the
charming state of  Georgia.  While the idea
may  initially  kindle  skepticism,  our
preliminary  investigation  has  uncovered  a
promising  avenue  for  inquiry  into  this
seemingly  innocuous  moniker  and  its
potential  combustion  with  criminal
propensity.
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Popularity  has  a certain allure,  as evident
from the cult-like following of certain trends,
memes, and even baby names. Could it be
that  the  name  Shane,  with  its  melodic
brevity  and  charismatic  charm,  holds  a
formidable  sway  over  the  subconscious
minds  of  its  bearers,  manifesting  in  an
unexpected penchant for pyromania? Or is
this  correlation  merely  an  auspicious
alignment of statistical coincidence, akin to
a  fortuitous  alignment  of  stars  in  a  fiery
constellation?

Our  inquiry  into  this  uncharted  territory  is
spurred  by  the  intriguing  findings  of  a
substantiated  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9675130,  accompanied  by  a  p-value  as
compelling  as  the  allure  of  a  resonant
bonfire  –  less  than  0.01.  The  time period
under scrutiny spans the years from 1985 to
2022, capturing the ebb and flow of Shane's
popularity  and  its  entwining  with  the
patterns of arson in Georgia. The scorching
insights  derived  from this  analysis  beckon
us towards a deeper understanding of the
Shane Effect, prompting us to question the
incendiary  undercurrents  that  lie  beneath
the seemingly innocuous surface of a name.

As we traverse this  uncharted terrain with
the torch of statistical rigor illuminating our
path, we invite the scholarly community to
join us in pondering the perplexing question:
does the name Shane stoke the flames of
arson,  or  does  it  stand  as  a  hapless
bystander in the conflagration of causation,
a  mere  statistical  casualty  caught  in  the
blaze of correlation?

This  study  endeavors  to  ignite  a  spark  of
curiosity  and  foster  a  flame  of
contemplation,  compelling  further  inquiry
into  the  Shane  Effect  and  its  potential  to
illuminate the hidden tinderbox of influences
that shape criminal behavior.

2. Literature Review

Smith (2008) first investigated the potential
connections  between  first  names  and
criminal  behavior,  focusing  on  the
prevalence of monikers among perpetrators
of various felonies. Meanwhile, Doe (2015)
delved into the impact of societal trends and
naming  conventions  on  individuals’
psychological  development,  offering
compelling  insights  into  the  subtle
influences  exerted  by  nomenclature.
Expanding  on  this  line  of  inquiry,  Jones
(2020)  explored  the  relationship  between
popular  names  and  regional  variations  in
crime rates, shedding light on the nuanced
interplay  between  nomenclature  and
criminal tendencies.

In  "The  Name  Game:  Unraveling  the
Mysteries  of  Monikers,"  the  authors  delve
into the intricate web of nomenclature and
its  potential  ramifications  on  behavioral
proclivities.  This illuminating work provides
a comprehensive overview of the social and
psychological  dynamics  underlying  the
selection  and  impact  of  names,  offering
tantalizing  prospects  for  the exploration of
unconventional name-behavior connections.
Furthermore,  "Labels  and  Lawlessness:  A
Sociocultural Analysis" by the same author,
ventures  into  the  darker  undercurrents  of
nomenclature,  teasing  apart  the  tangled
nuances  that  underlie  the  relationship
between names and criminal activities.

On the fictional front, "Inferno Infatuation: A
Tale  of  Fire  and  Folly"  by  Blaze  Writer
captures the enthralling allure of flames and
the human propensity for incendiary action.
This  dramatic  tale  weaves  a  narrative
tapestry  of  intrigue,  arson,  and  the
enigmatic  allure  of  the  name  Shane,
evoking  a  dizzying  dance  of  mystery  and
mischief.  Conversely,  "Sparks  and  Spunk:
The Adventures of Shane the Firestarter" by
Ember  Enthusiast,  offers  a  lighthearted
exploration of the energetic escapades of a
protagonist  with  an  insatiable  passion  for
flames,  blending humor and hinting at  the
potential inspirations for fiery inclinations.
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In  a  research-adjacent  endeavor,  the  TV
shows  "Firestarter  Frenzy"  and  "Blazing
Beauties:  Tales  of  Arson  and  Intrigue"
present  captivating  narratives  that  explore
the  captivating  world  of  fires  and  the
enigmatic  allure  of  those  named  Shane.
These shows present an array of characters
and scenarios that  paint  a vivid portrait  of
the  potential  interplay  between
nomenclature  and  incendiary  inclinations,
providing a tapestry of inspiration for further
explorations in this field.

As the literature demonstrates, the complex
interplay  between  nomenclature  and
criminal  behavior  offers  a  rich  tapestry  of
possibilities  and  provocations.  While  the
initial  studies  may  have  been  rooted  in
earnest  inquiry,  it  is  essential  to  approach
the topic with a hint of humor and a spark of
curiosity  to  illuminate  the enigmatic  nexus
between  Shane  and  the  incendiary
undercurrents of arson in Georgia.

3. Our approach & methods

To  elucidate  the  perplexing  correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Shane  and  the  incidence  of  arson  in
Georgia, our research team embarked on a
methodological odyssey that aimed to tease
apart  the  intertwined  nuances  of
nomenclature  and  misdemeanor.
Leveraging  the  vast  repositories  of  data
from the US Social Security Administration
and  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information
Services,  we  meticulously  crafted  a
multifaceted  approach  to  disentangle  the
potential link between Shane and flame.

First, we delved into the annals of the US
Social  Security  Administration's  treasure
trove  of  baby  names  to  systematically
quantify the prevalence of the name Shane
across  the  years  1985  to  2022.  This
entailed  sifting  through  countless  digital
birth  records  with  the  precision  of  an
alchemist seeking the elusive philosopher's
stone, meticulously tallying the frequency of

Shane's  appearance  in  the  tapestry  of
nomenclature.

Simultaneously,  we  harnessed  the
formidable data reservoir of the FBI Criminal
Justice  Information  Services,  meticulously
unraveling  the  intricate  tapestry  of  arson
incidents across the peach-laden landscape
of  Georgia.  Our  intrepid  pursuit  involved
sifting  through  the  labyrinthine  records  of
flaming  infractions  with  the  tenacity  of  a
bloodhound  on  the  scent  of  larceny,
endeavoring  to  capture  the  essence  of
combustible  transgressions  and  their
potential  proximity  to  the  presence  of
Shane.

With both datasets in hand,  we embarked
on  a  rigorous  curation  process  akin  to
sculpting  a  neoclassical  masterpiece,
meticulously aligning the temporal evolution
of  Shane's  popularity  with  the  ebbs  and
flows  of  arson  incidents  in  Georgia.  This
meticulous alignment gave rise to a trove of
data ripe for quantitative analysis, providing
the foundation for  our  statistical  escapade
into  the  enigmatic  nexus  of  Shane  and
arson.

Employing  advanced  statistical  methods
that would make even the most ardent data
aficionado quiver with delight, we computed
correlation coefficients with the precision of
a  seasoned  alchemist  balancing  the
elemental  constituents  of  a  transformative
elixir.  Our  analysis  traversed the hallowed
grounds  of  hypothesis  testing,  culminating
in  the  unveiling  of  a  robust  correlation
coefficient of 0.9675130, accompanied by a
p-value  reminiscent  of  a  rare  gem  –
shimmering at less than 0.01.

Through  this  convoluted  and  full-bodied
methodology,  we  sought  to  illuminate  the
flickering  interplay  between  Shane's
popularity  and  the  smoldering  embers  of
arson  in  Georgia,  paving  the  way  for  a
scintillating  adventure  through  the  fiery
labyrinth of correlation and causation.
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4. Results

The  scorching  inquiry  into  the  correlation
between the  prevalence  of  the  first  name
Shane  and  incidents  of  arson  in  Georgia
yielded  a  remarkably  strong  positive
association.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9675130  illuminated  a  tantalizing
connection  that  beckons  the  scholarly
community to gaze into the fiery depths of
statistical intrigue. The findings of this study
suggest  that  the  popularity  of  the  name
Shane may  hold  an  unexpected  influence
over the proclivity for pyromania in the state
of Georgia.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.9360814  further
bolsters the robustness of this association,
highlighting the captivation of the first name
Shane  in  the  constellation  of  arson  in
Georgia.  The  results  of  this  investigation
stand  as  a  beacon,  heralding  the
emergence  of  a  captivating  relationship
between  nomenclature  and  criminal
mischief  and  igniting  a  spirited  quest  for
further exploration.

The  compelling  p-value,  less  than  0.01,
adds  fuel  to  the  fire  of  statistical
significance,  underscoring  the  resounding
impact of the Shane Effect on the spectrum
of  arson  in  Georgia.  This  glowing
endorsement  of  the  connection  between
Shane and flames raises thought-provoking
questions  about  the  potential  influence  of
names  on  criminal  behavior  and  invites
contemplation  on  the  underlying
mechanisms that  may  fuel  this  incendiary
relationship.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The single figure included in this study is a
scatterplot,  depicted  as  Figure  1,  which
visually  portrays  the  robust  correlation
between the  prevalence  of  the  first  name
Shane and  incidents  of  arson  in  Georgia.
The  figure  provides  a  striking  visual
representation of the tantalizing association
and  serves  as  a  captivating  catalyst  for
further deliberation on the Shane Effect and
its  enigmatic  resonance  with  criminal
behavior.

In  conclusion,  the  scorching  insights
gleaned from this investigation prompt us to
rekindle our curiosity about the interplay of
nomenclature and criminal activities, paving
the way for future explorations into the fiery
allure  of  the  first  name  Shane  and  its
potential  to  shape  the  fiery  landscape  of
arson in Georgia.

5. Discussion

The  results  of  this  scorching  investigation
into the connection between the popularity
of  the  first  name  Shane  and  incidents  of
arson  in  Georgia  have  ignited  a  spirited
debate  on  the  potential  influence  of
nomenclature  on  criminal  behavior.  Our
findings  not  only  add  fuel  to  the  fire  of
existing  research  but  also  provide  a
compelling  validation  of  prior  studies
exploring  the  complex  interplay  between
names and criminal inclinations.
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Firstly,  our  results  corroborate  the
pioneering  work  of  Smith  (2008),  who
initially delved into the potential connections
between first names and criminal behavior.
While the idea of a name shaping criminal
propensities  may  initially  seem  as
improbable as a fire-breathing dragon,  our
findings  suggest  a  robust  association
between the prevalence of the name Shane
and the fiery felonies in the state of Georgia.
This  supports  Smith's  early  speculations
and sets the stage for a deeper exploration
of  the  Shane  Effect  on  the  spectrum  of
arson.

Furthermore,  our  results  align  with  the
intriguing  insights  offered  by  Doe  (2015),
shedding  light  on  the  subtle  influences
exerted  by  nomenclature.  The  compelling
positive association between the popularity
of the name Shane and the propensity for
arson in Georgia offers a tantalizing glimpse
into  the  potential  impacts  of  naming
conventions  on  criminal  tendencies.  Truly,
the  flames  of  statistical  significance
illuminate  the  path  toward  understanding
the intricate dynamics at play, as described
by Doe, and affirm the relevance of societal
trends and naming conventions in shaping
behavioral proclivities.

In addition, our findings mirror the thought-
provoking exploration by Jones (2020) into
the  relationship  between  popular  names
and regional variations in crime rates. The
scorching  insights  gleaned  from  our
investigation  raise  thought-provoking
questions  about  the  potential  influence  of
names  on  criminal  behavior,  echoing  the
nuanced interplay highlighted by Jones. Our
results  reignite  the  fiery  curiosity
surrounding  the  enigmatic  nexus  between
nomenclature  and  criminal  inclinations,
inviting  further  contemplation  on  the
underlying  mechanisms  that  fuel  this
incendiary  relationship,  as  elucidated  by
Jones.

The  emergence  of  a  robust  correlation
between the  prevalence  of  the  first  name

Shane and incidents of arson in Georgia, as
evidenced  by  our  findings,  bolsters  the
existing  literature  and  kindles  a  burning
desire for additional inquiries into the Shane
Effect  and  its  potential  to  shape  the  fiery
landscape  of  arson.  Our  research  has
paved  the  way  for  a  more  incisive
exploration  of  the  interplay  between
nomenclature and criminal activities, casting
a radiant spotlight on the captivating world
of  names  and  their  unforeseen  influences
on behavior.

6. Conclusion

In  culmination,  our  incendiary  exploration
into the enthralling nexus of the first name
Shane and arson in Georgia has illuminated
a  remarkable  correlation  that  sets  the
statistical  landscape  ablaze.  With  a
scorching  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9675130 and a p-value that glows brighter
than  a  blazing  bonfire,  our  findings
scintillate  with  certainty  in  showcasing  the
tantalizing connection between Shane and
flames.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.9360814  further
bolsters the robustness of this association,
leaving  no  ember  of  doubt  about  the
captivating influence of the name Shane on
the fiery spectrum of arson in Georgia. The
scorching  insights  derived  from  this  study
gesture  toward  a  captivating  relationship
that  beckons  the  scholarly  community  to
dive  deeper  into  the  perplexing  question:
does  Shane  spark  the  penchant  for
pyromania,  or  are we merely witnessing a
statistical  conflagration  that  ignites  our
theories?

Our solitary figure, the luminous scatterplot
adorning Figure 1, visually encapsulates the
mesmerizing  rapport  between  the
prevalence  of  the  name  Shane  and  the
incidents of arson in Georgia, serving as a
blazing  beacon  for  further  contemplation
and curiosity.
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In reflection, this research kindles a spirited
quest  for  understanding  the  enigmatic
Shane  Effect  and  its  potential  to  inflame
criminal  proclivities.  However,  given  the
scorching  nature  of  our  findings,  we
confidently assert that no further research in
this domain is warranted. After all, we have
already sparked quite the inferno of inquiry
with our statistical revelations!

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


