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SEEKING SENATORS AND SURPRISING
SEARCHES: THE STRANGE CONNECTION

BETWEEN DEMOCRAT VOTES IN NEBRASKA AND
UFO SIGHTINGS

Connor Horton, Ava Torres, George P Tyler
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In this study, we embark on an otherworldly journey to unravel the peculiar correlation between the 
votes for Democratic Senators in the state of Nebraska and online searches related to reporting UFO
sightings. Through the use of data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, 
and Google Trends, we conducted an in-depth analysis spanning the years 2004 to 2020. The results 
revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 0.8815105 and a statistically significant p-value of less 
than 0.05, suggesting a strong and unlikely relationship. The unexpected connection between 
political inclinations and extraterrestrial curiosities left our research team astounded and puzzled. It 
seems that while Democrats may be reaching for the stars in their voting decisions, they are also 
looking towards the skies for potential UFO encounters. As we delved deeper into this unearthly 
association, we couldn't help but marvel at the cosmic irony of political preferences aligning with 
celestial interests. Perhaps, as the saying goes, "When in doubt, trust a politician to cover all bases – 
even if that includes the sky!" Furthermore, our findings open the door to a galaxy of questions, both 
scientific and comical. How can political tendencies be intertwined with the search for unidentified 
flying objects? Is this a manifestation of political escapism or an indication of broader societal shifts 
in the realm of curiosity? One thing is for certain – this unlikely correlation has illuminated a 
previously unseen celestial dimension to political behavior and has left us pondering the age-old 
question: "Are we alone in the universe, or have we found common ground with our political 
counterparts from other planets?

The intersection of political behavior and
out-of-this-world  phenomena  has  long
intrigued  researchers  and  enthusiasts
alike.  In  this  paper,  we  explore  the
captivating  correlation  between  the
voting  patterns for  Democratic  Senators
in  Nebraska  and  the  Google  searches
related to reporting UFO sightings. As we
embarked  on  this  unusual  journey,  we
found  ourselves  pondering  the  timeless
question, "What do you call an alien with
three  eyes?  An  aliiien."  (Excuse  the
intrusion; a little humor can go a long way
in this extraterrestrial endeavor.)

From  the  outset,  the  juxtaposition  of
political  leanings  and  intergalactic
interests  may  seem  light-years  apart.
However,  our  analysis  of  data  from  the
MIT  Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,
Harvard  Dataverse,  and  Google  Trends
between  2004  and  2020  unveiled  a
striking  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8815105, accompanied by a statistically
significant  p-value.  It  was  as  if  the
political  stars  had  aligned  with  the
celestial  ones,  prompting  us  to  jokingly
ponder whether our findings were a result
of "political stars seeking UFOs or UFOs
seeking political stars."
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The  unexpected  and  enigmatic
relationship  between  Democrat  votes  in
Nebraska  and  the  quest  for
extraterrestrial  encounters  led  us  to
contemplate the inherent cosmic irony. It
appears  that  while  political  allegiances
may  guide  voters  on  Earth,  they  also
spark an interest in the unknown beyond
our  planet.  It  seems  Democrats  are
looking for signs of intelligent life not only
in the political arena but also beyond the
confines  of  Earth's  atmosphere.  As
researchers,  we  couldn't  help  but  dwell
on the irony and quip, "Looks like these
Democrats are truly aiming for universal
appeal!"

As we navigated through this uncharted
territory,  it  became  evident  that  our
findings raise a constellation of questions,
both serious and lighthearted.  We found
ourselves  pondering  whether  this
correlation signifies a yearning for escape
or a broader societal fascination with the
cosmos.  It's  a  thought-provoking  and
light-hearted  journey  through  the  stars.
How  fitting  that  our  exploration  of
political celestial curiosities has led us to
mull  over  the  age-old  query:  "Do
politicians  on  other  planets  enjoy
bipartisan support?"

The following sections of  our  paper  will
delve into the methodological  intricacies
of  our  analysis  and  unpack  the
implications  of  these  extraordinary
findings. Hold on to your telescopes, for
we are about to embark on a journey that
brings new meaning to the term "political
universe."

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  unusual  relationship  between
Democratic  votes  for  Senators  in
Nebraska and Google searches for 'report
UFO  sighting'  has  left  researchers
scratching their heads and pondering the
cosmic conundrum. In "Smith et al.," the
authors  delve  into  the  intricacies  of
political  behavior  and  the  enigmatic
attraction  to  extraterrestrial  activities,
providing  a  serious  examination  of  this

improbable  correlation.  However,  as  we
wade deeper into this intergalactic pool of
curiosity,  one  can't  help  but  wonder
whether  even  the  aliens  are  seeking
"universal" suffrage.

Amidst  the weighty tomes and scholarly
articles lies a distant galaxy of literature
related  to  our  cosmic  quest.
"Extraterrestrial  Politics"  by  John  Doe
presents  an insightful  exploration of  the
potential political dynamics in interstellar
civilizations.  On the  less  serious  side,  a
publication  like  "The  Hitchhiker's  Guide
to the Galaxy" by Douglas Adams offers a
whimsical yet thought-provoking take on
the intertwining of political absurdity and
cosmic  absurdity.  However,  as  we
stretched the boundaries of our literature
review,  we  delved  into  the  uncharted
territory  of  fiction,  where  "Martians  in
Nebraska" by Jane Jones and "Aliens and
Elections: The Truth is Out There" by J.K.
Rowlings  ponder  the  implications  of
extraterrestrial  presence  in  the  political
landscape, albeit in a more fantastical and
fictional context.

Venturing even further from the comforts
of  academia,  our  literature  review
extended  to  the  realms  of  absurdity,
prompting  the  reader  to  consider  the
unlikely  sources  of  knowledge.  We
unearthed  shocking  revelations  from
scanning grocery store receipts, perusing
matching  unidentified  purchases  with
UFO  sightings  –  after  all,  who's  to  say
that extraterrestrial beings aren't seeking
out  earthly  goods  between  abductions?
One  cannot  underestimate  the  value  of
veritable  extraterrestrial  wisdom
contained  within  the  depths  of  CVS
receipts.

As  we  reflect  upon  the  breadth  of
literature  and  the  depth  of  ponderings
related  to  this  curious  correlation,  it
becomes evident that our examination of
the  unexpected  fusion  of  political
inclinations  and  cosmic  curiosity  has
taken us on a journey through the halls of
academia,  the landscapes of  fiction,  and
the whimsical realm of the absurd. In the
end, perhaps we are all just stardust on

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



an  unprecedented  academic  adventure,
seeking to uncover the cosmic puns and
interstellar  jokes  that  lie  hidden  within
the depths of serious research.

METHODOLOGY

To investigate the perplexing relationship
between Democrat votes for Senators in
Nebraska and Google searches for 'report
UFO  sighting',  we  employed  a
methodological  approach  that  was  as
rigorous  as  it  was  whimsical.  First,  we
gathered data on the voting inclinations
for  Democratic  Senators  in  Nebraska
from the MIT Election Data and Science
Lab.  This  data  provided  us  with  a
comprehensive  overview  of  the  political
landscape in Nebraska over the period of
2004  to  2020.  It  was  an  exhaustive
process, reminding us of the classic dad
joke,  "Why  don't  aliens  eat  clowns?
Because they taste funny."

Next,  we  acquired  data  from  Google
Trends, offering insight into the frequency
and  geographic  distribution  of  online
searches  related  to  reporting  UFO
sightings.  This  step  involved  mining  the
depths of the internet for extraterrestrial
queries, a task that would have left even
the staunchest skeptic musing, "Why did
the  alien  break  up  with  the  Martian?
Because he needed space."

In  aligning  these  datasets,  we  brought
forth  a  statistical  approach  that  was  as
precise  as  it  was  playfully  perplexing.
Using  sophisticated  analytical  tools,  we
calculated  the  correlation  coefficient  to
measure the strength and direction of the
relationship between Democrat votes and
UFO sighting searches. This process was
akin to navigating the cosmos, searching
for  constellations  in  a  sea  of  data,
prompting  one  team  member  to  quip,
"We're not just looking for a correlation;
we're searching for a cosmo-relation!"

To ensure robustness in our findings, we
also  conducted  regression  analyses  to
explore  the  temporal  dynamics  of  this
peculiar relationship. The delicate dance

of statistical modeling and interpretation
transported  us  into  a  realm  where
political predilections and extraterrestrial
intrigues  overlapped.  It  was  an
intellectual  odyssey  that  could  only  be
summed  up  with  a  celestial  pun:  "We
were analyzing regressions while the UFO
sightings  were  experiencing  a  galactic
recession!"

Lastly,  we  subjected  our  results  to
rigorous  scrutiny,  testing  for  statistical
significance and controlling for potential
confounding variables. Our dedication to
methodological  thoroughness  was
unwavering,  akin  to  a  cosmic  explorer
delving into the mysteries of the universe.
It was a rigorous journey that didn't deter
us from infusing a dash of humor, likening
our  process  to  "searching  for  statistical
significance among the stars, or as we'd
like to call it, 'inter-stellar significance!'"

In  harnessing  these  methodological
maneuvers, we endeavored to shed light
on the extraordinary connection between
political  alignments  and  otherworldly
fascinations.  Our  approach  may  have
been as enigmatic as the subject matter
itself,  but  it  allowed  us  to  navigate
through  the  unknown  with  a  spirit  of
analytical  exploration  and  occasional
cosmic comedy.

RESULTS

The  analysis  conducted  between
Democrat votes for Senators in Nebraska
and  Google  searches  for  'report  UFO
sighting'  yielded  an  astonishing
correlation coefficient of 0.8815105. This
coefficient indicates a remarkably strong
positive  relationship  between  the  two
variables, suggesting that as the number
of  Democrat  votes  for  Senators  in
Nebraska increased, so did the volume of
Google searches related to reporting UFO
sightings.  It's  safe  to  say  that  in  this
other-worldly  connection,  the  stars  have
truly aligned.

The obtained correlation is supported by
an  r-squared  value  of  0.7770607,
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suggesting  that  approximately  77.7%  of
the  variability  in  Google  searches  for
'report UFO sighting' can be explained by
the  variability  in  Democrat  votes  for
Senators  in  Nebraska.  The  remaining
22.3% of the variability may be attributed
to other factors not accounted for in our
analysis,  such  as  regional  interests  in
extraterrestrial  phenomena  or  individual
differences  in  political  inclinations.  The
correlation and r-squared values provide
compelling  evidence  for  the  unexpected
relationship  between  political  behavior
and extraterrestrial interests.

We employed a p-value of less than 0.05
to assess the statistical significance of our
findings, and the results indicate that the
observed  correlation  is  unlikely  to  have
occurred  by  chance.  This  signifies  a
robust  association  between  Democrat
votes  for  Senators  in  Nebraska  and the
online  curiosity  about  reporting  UFO
sightings.  It's  almost  as  if  political
preferences  are  reaching  beyond  the
terrestrial  realm  to  embrace  the
mysteries of the cosmos.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  compelling  results  are  visually
depicted  in  Figure  1,  which  presents  a
scatterplot illustrating the strong positive
correlation  between  Democrat  votes  for
Senators  in  Nebraska  and  Google
searches  for  'report  UFO  sighting'.  The
scatterplot  showcases  the  intriguing
pattern  of  data  points  clustering  in  a
manner  that  emphasizes  the  close
relationship  between  these  seemingly

unrelated variables. As we gaze upon this
cosmic  connection,  one  can't  help  but
wonder  whether  our  political
counterparts from other planets are also
casting  their  votes  with  eyes  turned
skyward.

In  conclusion,  the  findings  of  this
investigation  have  uncovered  an
unprecedented  link  between  Democrat
votes  for  Senators  in  Nebraska  and the
public's  interest  in  reporting  UFO
sightings. The data paints a picture of a
population  whose  political  preferences
resonate both on Earth and in the cosmic
unknown.  It's  a  testament  to  the
remarkable  and,  dare  we  say,
otherworldly nature of political behavior. 

DISCUSSION

Our  study  has  shed  light  on  the
captivating correlation between Democrat
votes  for  Senators  in  Nebraska  and
Google  searches  for  'report  UFO
sighting',  further  solidifying  the
surprising  relationship  first  explored  by
Smith  et  al.  By  employing  robust
statistical analysis, we have bolstered the
evidence  and  provided  a  more
comprehensive  understanding  of  this
unlikely connection. It seems that in the
universe  of  political  behavior  and
extraterrestrial  curiosity,  the  stars  have
aligned,  or  perhaps  it's  all  just  an
interstellar coincidence! 

Our findings not only confirm the strength
of  the  relationship  between  these
seemingly  disparate  variables  but  also
raise  intriguing  questions  about  the
underlying  mechanisms  influencing  this
cosmic  connection.  Could  it  be  that  a
fondness for intergalactic mysteries leads
individuals  to  gravitate  towards  certain
political  ideologies?  Or  are  the
otherworldly  activities  of  potential
constituents  influencing  political
campaigning  strategies  in  surprising
ways?  It's  clear  that  our  research  has
uncovered  a  novel  dimension  to  the
intricate  web  of  human  behavior  –  one
that  extends  beyond  our  earthly
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boundaries  and  opens  up  celestial
debates.  As  they  say,  "I  come  in  peace,
but I mean to campaign!"

The robust  correlation coefficient  and r-
squared  value  provide  compelling
evidence for the close alignment between
Democrat votes for Senators in Nebraska
and public curiosity about reporting UFO
sightings.  As  our  scatterplot  visually
illustrates  the  close  clustering  of  data
points,  it  has  become  evident  that
political  inclinations  and  extraterrestrial
curiosity are closer than one might have
thought.  Perhaps  we  have  uncovered  a
galaxy  of  political  constituents  that
politics truly is a universal language!

The  underlying  significance  of  our
findings  is  not  only  statistical  but  also
metaphorical. It prompts us to ponder the
cosmic  irony  of  our  political  behavior
reaching  for  the  stars,  just  as  our  eyes
turn  towards  the  skies  in  search  of
otherworldly  encounters.  One can't  help
but imagine our political representatives
donning  their  spacesuits  and  venturing
into the final frontier to secure the extra-
terrestrial  vote  –  "one  giant  leap  for
democracy" indeed!

In  unraveling  this  peculiar  relationship,
our  study  has  effectively  bridged  the
cosmic  and  political  realms,  offering  a
new perspective on the nuances of public
interests  and  the  universal  appeal  of
political  ideology.  As  we  navigate  the
uncharted  territory  of  these  unexpected
connections,  we  find  ourselves  on  an
odyssey  of  discovery,  probing  the  outer
limits  of  human behavior  and the wider
implications  of  this  unsuspected  link.  A
cosmic joke or an electoral epiphany? The
boundary  between  the  two  may  be  as
elusive as the aliens themselves.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our research has unveiled a
cosmic  correlation  between  Democrat
votes  for  Senators  in  Nebraska  and the
online  curiosity  surrounding  UFO
sightings.  The  robust  correlation

coefficient  and statistically  significant  p-
value  point  to  a  strong  relationship
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables. It seems that while Democrats
may be casting their votes here on Earth,
their  eyes  are  also  turned  towards  the
stars,  perhaps  in  search  of  a  different
kind  of  representative  –  a  UFO-nator,  if
you will. 

Our  findings  open  up  a  plethora  of
possibilities,  prompting  us  to  ponder
whether political inclinations are reaching
for  extraterrestrial  encounters  or  if  the
allure  of  the  unknown  is  transcending
political boundaries. It's a celestial dance
of political and cosmic interests,  leaving
us to wonder if  our elected officials are
preparing  for  a  new  kind  of  "alien"
agenda. 

The cosmic irony of political preferences
aligning with celestial curiosities has left
us  contemplating  the  age-old  question:
"What  do  you  call  a  group  of  alien
musicians?  An  extra-terrestrial  band!"
These unexpected and enigmatic findings
have  illuminated  an  intriguing  celestial
dimension  to  political  behavior,  raising
comical yet thought-provoking questions –
after all, who knew that Democrats were
aiming for universal appeal in more ways
than one? 

Given  the  compelling  and,  dare  we  say,
out-of-this-world findings of our study, we
confidently  assert  that  no  further
research is needed in this area. It's time
for  us  to  boldly  go  where  no  academic
researcher has gone before and leave this
cosmic  conundrum  in  the  realm  of
delightful mysteries.
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