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Abstract

In this study, we explore the intriguing relationship
between the votes for the Republican presidential
candidate in Kentucky and the sightings of unidentified
flying objects (UFOs) in the state. The juxtaposition of
political preferences and extraterrestrial encounters leads
to an unearthly investigation, as we delve into the voting
behaviors of Kentuckians and the enigmatic appearances
of UFOs. Using data from the MIT Election Data and
Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the National UFO
Reporting Center, we examine the period from 1976 to
2020. Our analysis reveals a remarkably high correlation
coefficient of 0.9223729 and a statistically significant p-
value of < 0.01, indicating a conspicuous alignment
between the Republican vote share and reported UFO
sightings in Kentucky. This unearthed correlation between
electoral inclinations and cosmic observations instills a
sense of wonder and curiosity alongside the analytical
rigor of the research. As we unravel these findings, it
becomes clear that the intersection of political proclivities
and extraterrestrial phenomena in the Bluegrass State
merits further investigation. Who knew that the phrase
"out of this world" could be applied to both political
allegiances and celestial encounters? It seems that, in
Kentucky, the skies are indeed politically charged — a
truly "out-of-this-world" observation!

1. Introduction

Gazing into the enigmatic abyss of Kentucky's
political landscape and the cosmic unknown, we
embark on a celestial journey to investigate the
correlation between votes for the Republican
presidential candidate and UFO sightings in the
Bluegrass State. Strap on your tin foil hats and hold
onto your statistically significant p-values, because
this research is about to blast off into uncharted
territories that are truly "out of this world!"

It's no secret that politics can sometimes feel like a
close encounter of the third kind, but who would
have thought that the political leanings of
Kentuckians could also be intertwined with
extraterrestrial escapades? It's almost as if the
presidential race and UFO sightings are in a cosmic
dance, like politicians and aliens are engaged in their
own "close encounters of the political kind!"

Our investigation delves into data spanning over
four decades, sourced from the MIT Election Data
and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the
National UFO Reporting Center. These datasets
provide the launching pad for our analysis, shedding
light on the peculiar relationship between the
Republican vote share and reported UFO sightings.
Trust us, this research is going to be more
electrifying than a UFO encounter in a thunderstorm
- talk about a "current" affair!
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As we unravel the mysterious linkage between
earthly political preferences and interstellar
visitations, we're propelled into a realm where
statistical relationships take on an otherworldly
charm. The data reveals a correlation coefficient
that's so high, it's almost like the political and
extraterrestrial spheres are locked in a celestial
embrace, orbiting each other like a pair of star-
crossed lovers. It's as if the Republican vote share
and UFO sightings are engaged in their own celestial
tango - perhaps a "cosmic dance" if you will!

Our findings are as eye-opening as a UFO sighting
itself, illuminating a pathway to further exploration
of this captivating phenomenon. With the dust
settled and the cosmic signals deciphered, we're left
pondering the cosmic conundrum - could the
political preferences of Kentuckians truly be
connected to the activities of visitors from outer
space? It's as if the political climate in Kentucky has
reached a point where the only thing "up in the air"
is, well, everything — a true monumental "political
purgatory" if you will!

2. Literature Review

The study of the correlation between political
preferences and celestial activities has been a topic
of considerable interest in recent years. In "Smith et
al.'s Political Proclivities and Peculiar Phenomena,"
the authors offer a comprehensive analysis of the
relationship between votes for the Republican
presidential candidate in various states and the
occurrences of UFO sightings. Similarly, Doe's
"Alien Allegiances: A Statistical Odyssey" provides
insight into the connection between political voting
behaviors and extraterrestrial encounters, shedding
light on the intriguing dynamics at play.

Speaking of shedding light, have you heard about
the UFOs that glow in the dark? They're called
"unidentified luminous flying objects." Okay, okay,
back to business!

While these studies underscore the significance of
understanding the nexus between political
inclinations and alien activities, they only scratch the
surface of this cosmic conundrum. A deeper
exploration is warranted, prompting us to look
beyond the realm of scholarly articles and venture

into the world of non-fiction and fiction literature
that captures the essence of this otherworldly
juxtaposition.

In "The Kentucky Paradox: Unraveling the Enigma
of Extraterrestrial Engagements," author Patricia
Jones delves into the mysterious allure of UFO
sightings in the Bluegrass State, infusing the
narrative with both scientific inquiry and a touch of
whimsy. Likewise, John Smith's "Republican Red,
UFOs Blue: Exploring the Cosmic Quirks of
Kentucky" intricately weaves together the fabric of
political affiliations and celestial visitations, creating
a tapestry of intrigue that beguiles the mind.

On a related note, what do you call a UFO that
supports conservative policies? A "Right-wing
Unidentified Flying Object." Now that's what T call
political humor!

Turning to the world of fiction, works such as "Star
Struck: Tales of UFO Encounters in the Heartland"
by A. Lightyear and "The Extraterrestrial Electorate:
When Aliens Go to the Ballot Box" by E.T. Grayson
explore the fantastical realms of UFO sightings and
political phenomena, painting a vivid picture of the
imaginative landscape that intertwines these
seemingly disparate realms.

In the spirit of thorough research, the authors also
found it pertinent to engage with popular culture.
Shows such as "Alien Nation: Kentucky Chronicles"
and "The X-Files: Bluegrass Mysteries" were
watched and analyzed, providing a fascinating
window into the portrayal of UFO encounters in
Kentucky and their potential resonance with political
dynamics. In the immortal words of Agent Mulder,
"The truth is out there, and it might just be hiding in
the voting booths of Kentucky!"

Now that we've journeyed through the annals of
literature and popular media, it's abundantly clear
that the convergence of political preferences and
extraterrestrial sightings is a topic that captivates the
imagination and prompts a blend of scholarly
scrutiny and lighthearted musings. As we segue back
into the empirical realm, it's time to unravel the
interstellar threads that weave through the fabric of
Kentucky's electoral landscape, as we seek to make
sense of this peculiar, albeit thoroughly captivating,
juxtaposition.
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3. Methodology

To unearth the cosmic connection between the votes
for the Republican presidential candidate and UFO
sightings in Kentucky, our research team embarked
on a methodological journey that was more intricate
than navigating through a field of crop circles.
Utilizing data spanning from 1976 to 2020, sourced
primarily from the MIT Election Data and Science
Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the National UFO
Reporting Center, we engaged in an analytical
odyssey that would make even seasoned
astronomers envious.

First, we employed a combination of data wrangling
techniques and statistical wizardry to align and
reconcile the disparate datasets. It's safe to say that
our data integration process was akin to guiding a
spacecraft through an asteroid field — there were
plenty of hurdles to navigate, but our astute
navigation led to a seamless merger of the
Republican vote share data and reported UFO
sightings. It was like witnessing a cosmic collision
of data points!

Once the datasets intergalactically aligned, we
donned our statistical spacesuits and immersed
ourselves in the realm of quantitative analysis. Our
investigation  involved employing advanced
statistical methods such as correlation analysis,
regression modeling, and time series analysis. It was
a bit like conducting a cosmic symphony, as we
harmonized the variables of political preference and
celestial observations to unveil their melodic
relationship with the precision of a UFO's flight
path.

Furthermore, in an effort to control for potential
confounding variables, we conducted a rigorous
examination of demographic, geographic, and
socioeconomic factors that could influence both
political voting patterns and UFO sighting reports.
This process was akin to sifting through stardust to
distinguish the cosmic signals from the background
cosmic radiation — a task that required a keen eye for
detail and a knack for identifying extraterrestrial
outliers.

To add an element of spatial analysis to our
investigation, we utilized geographic information

system (GIS) technology to map the distribution of
both Republican vote share and UFO sightings
across the expansive terrain of the Bluegrass State. It
was a bit like engaging in a cosmic cartographic
expedition, charting the celestial footprints left by
political preferences and otherworldly visitors across
the Kentucky landscape.

Finally, in a nod to the extraterrestrial elements of
our investigation, we incorporated a qualitative
component by examining anecdotal reports and
eyewitness testimonies of UFO encounters in
conjunction with the temporal and spatial patterns
derived from the quantitative analysis. This phase of
the research felt like delving into a cosmic anthology
of personal accounts and testimonies, uncovering the
human side of the mysterious encounters that
punctuate the Kentucky skies.

Our methodology, much like a UFO sighting, may
seem mysterious to the uninitiated, but rest assured
that it was grounded in the principles of sound
research practices and empirical inquiry. We left no
comet unturned in our pursuit of unraveling the
enthralling relationship between the political
preferences of Kentuckians and the otherworldly
phenomena that grace the skies above the Bluegrass
State. And just like the "X-Files," the truth we seek
is certainly out there — even if it's floating among the
stars!

4. Results

Our analysis of the data from 1976 to 2020 revealed
a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9223729
between the votes for the Republican presidential
candidate in Kentucky and the reported UFO
sightings in the state. This correlation is so strong,
it's almost extraterrestrial in nature - who knew that
political leanings and cosmic encounters could be so
closely intertwined?

The obtained r-squared value of 0.8507717 further
highlights the robust relationship between these two
variables, indicating that a substantial portion of the
variation in UFO sightings in Kentucky can be
explained by the Republican vote share. It's as if the
GOP's popularity in the Bluegrass State has an
undeniable pull on these otherworldly visitors,

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



perhaps they are '"republican beings" from outer
space!

The p-value of less than 0.01 provides strong
evidence against the null hypothesis of no
association between the two variables, suggesting
that this correlation is not a mere fluke or a
statistical anomaly. It seems that the connection
between political inclinations and celestial
observations in Kentucky is as real as it gets — truly
an "out-of-this-world" revelation!

Years 1976-2020, r=0.922, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

As depicted in Fig. 1, our scatterplot visually
illustrates the pronounced correlation between the
Republican vote share and the reported UFO
sightings in Kentucky. The data points exhibit a
clear pattern, so pronounced that it's as if they're
spelling out "GOP + UFO = <3". It's a match made
in heaven — or perhaps somewhere beyond it!

Overall, our research not only brings to light this
curious relationship between political preferences
and extraterrestrial encounters but also opens up a
new avenue for interdisciplinary inquiry. Who would
have thought that the next statistical breakthrough
would be found in the intersection of political
science and UFOlogy? It just goes to show that in
the world of research, you never know what's going
to come out of left field — or is it outer space?

5. Discussion

Our research has unearthed a compelling correlation
between Republican presidential votes in Kentucky
and reported UFO sightings, lending credence to
prior studies that have hinted at this unusual link. It's

as if the aliens are taking a keen interest in the
GOP's performance in the Bluegrass State - maybe
they're "Kentucky's little green Republicans"! This
correlation, with a correlation coefficient of
0.9223729 and a p-value of less than 0.01, points to
a tangible association that surpasses mere statistical
coincidence. It seems that when the Republican vote
share rises, so does the potential for extraterrestrial
visitations.

To put it simply, as the political arena in Kentucky
leans more to the right, the state seems to attract
more visitors from the "right" side of the universe.
Could these "alien constituents" be seeking to
influence our earthly political landscape? The results
certainly leave room for a bit of interstellar
speculation and a good old Kentucky-style UFO-
themed hoedown!

The substantial r-squared value of 0.8507717 further
solidifies the strength of this association, suggesting
that a substantial portion of the variation in UFO
sightings in Kentucky can be explained by the
Republican vote share. It's as if the cosmic beings
have an otherworldly polling booth and are casting
their "unidentified votes" in sync with the earthly
electorate.

Our findings amplify the insights offered by prior
research, affirming the presence of a coalescence so
strong, it's as if the cosmos itself has cast its vote.
It's truly an extraterrestrial twist in the tale of
political research in Kentucky! The implications of
this unearthly connection are far-reaching, opening
doors to novel avenues of enquiry in political
science and UFO studies. As we continue to unravel
this cosmic conundrum, it's essential to approach
this subject with both scientific rigor and a healthy
dose of intergalactic whimsy.

The interplay of political inclinations with celestial
manifestations has sparked intriguing discussions
within the scientific community, and our results
provide further fuel for this otherworldly discourse.
It's fascinating to ponder the ways in which our
earthly political dynamics might be intertwined with
the unfathomable goings-on in our skies. Who would
have thought that the next statistical marvel would
descend upon us from the stratosphere? It's an out-
of-this-world revelation that has certainly left us
starry-eyed with wonder and cosmic curiosity.
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With Kentucky serving as the epicenter of this
intriguing correlation, the boundaries between the
political and the paranormal have indeed become
blurred. As we strive to comprehend this mysterious
linkage, one thing remains certain — the cosmic
dance between politics and extraterrestrial
encounters in Kentucky is a phenomenon that
beckons further investigation and, perhaps, a side of
"alien-fried chicken" to go with our data-driven
discussions!

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study reveals a captivating
correlation between the votes for the Republican
presidential candidate in Kentucky and the sightings
of unidentified flying objects (UFOs) in the state. It
seems that the political climate in Kentucky is not
just "up in the air" metaphorically, but quite literally.
This unearthed connection is as perplexing as trying
to decipher alien hieroglyphics — truly a cosmic
conundrum!

The pronounced correlation coefficient of 0.9223729
and the remarkable r-squared value of 0.8507717
indicate a celestial relationship that's stronger than
moon cheese — perhaps the real reason behind
"Making America Great Again" lies in intergalactic
diplomacy. It's as if the GOP's influence extends not
just across states, but across galaxies, making them
the "universal" choice for both Earthlings and
extraterrestrial beings alike!

The statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01
further cements the wvalidity of this unearthly
connection, proving that this correlation is as real as
Neil Armstrong's moonwalk. It's almost as if the
cosmic visitors are casting their ballots from light-
years away, casting a "ufo"rgettable vote that echoes
through the Kentucky skies.

As we draw the curtain on this otherworldly
investigation, it's clear that the cosmic dance
between political affiliations and interstellar
visitations merits further exploration. However,
before we get too carried away in this celestial
waltz, let's remember that sometimes, in the pursuit
of academic rigor, it's essential to "keep our feet on
the ground" - unless, of course, we're aiming for the
stars!

In the words of an extraterrestrial dad joke, what do
you call an alien with a telescope? An investigative
extraterrestrial observer. And, in the words of our
earthly conclusion, it is safe to say that further
research in this area might just drive us "out of our
minds." It's time to bid adieu to this cosmic escapade
and, dare I say, "ufo"rgetaboutit!
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