The Journal of Internet Memes and Public Policy
2024, Vol. 198, No. 6, 819-835

Copyleft 2024 by The Institute for Internet Memetics and Public Policy
§2578-4291(5465)3708-9 DOI: 16.5881/856011051390
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Michael Jordan' Meme Popularity and the Number of Fire Inspectors in
Virginia
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In this punderful study, we delve into the unexpected correlation between the meteoric rise of the 'Crying Michael Jordan' meme and the manpower of fire
inspectors in Virginia. Like two puzzle pieces seemingly unrelated, yet fitting together perfectly, we explored the relationship using data from Google Trends
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Our findings revealed a remarkably strong correlation coefficient of 0.8831856 and p < 0.01 from 2006 to 2022, leaving
us sizzling with excitement. While one might expect a fiery meme to spur a surge in fire safety personnel, our analysis confirmed this assumption, leading us
to infer a possible causation or, dare we say, "memespiration" effect. It seems that as the 'Crying Michael Jordan' meme blazed across the internet, so did the
need for more vigilant fire inspectors. It's as if these memes were sparking a safety consciousness within the populace. As we navigate through the smoky
mysteries of internet culture and public safety, we also couldn't help but appreciate a good dad joke - "Why don't firefighters ever get angry? They have too
much hose-temper!" So it seems, even in the serious realms of statistical analysis, a sprinkle of humor can lead to sizzling insights. Our findings suggest that
the heat of internet memes may have unforeseen impacts on societal infrastructures, igniting the need for fire safety measures.

The intersection between viral internet culture and public
safety is an area that has, until now, been largely unexplored. In
this study, we aim to uncover the unexpected relationship
between the popularity of the 'Crying Michael Jordan' meme and
the number of fire inspectors in Virginia. As we delve into this
fiery topic, we cannot help but appreciate the irony of delving
into a subject that is, quite literally, igniting interest.

It is well known that the internet can spark trends that spread
like wildfire, captivating audiences and igniting discussions
across the globe. The 'Crying Michael Jordan' meme is no
exception, spreading like wildfire since its inception. However,
one may ask, what does a meme featuring a basketball legend
shedding tears have to do with the number of fire inspectors in
Virginia? One might even say, "It's all fun and games until
someone starts correlating memes with public safety!"

Our study aims to uncover the embers of truth within this
seemingly unlikely connection, utilizing data from Google
Trends and the Bureau of Labor Statistics to illuminate the
relationship. It's like trying to extinguish a fire of curiosity with
data-driven analysis - a challenge that truly heats up the
academic kitchen.

Uncovering the underlying implications of this association
has implications that reach far and wide. While our analysis
sparked unexpected findings, it also sparked humor and
lightheartedness in our research team. As the saying goes,
"Where there's smoke, there's fire" - and in this case, where
there's data, there's a smoldering pun or two.

Review of existing research

In "Smith et al. (2015)," the authors find that internet memes
can have profound societal impacts that extend beyond the realm
of entertainment. This study provides a foundational
understanding of the potential influence of memes on public
awareness and behavior. However, the correlation between the
specific 'Crying Michael Jordan' meme and fire safety measures
has yet to be explored in the literature.

Similarly, in "Doe and Loe (2018)," the authors highlight the
prevalence of internet culture in shaping public discourse and
perception. This study underscores the need to investigate the
unexpected connections between viral memes and real-world
phenomena, prompting our examination of the link between
meme popularity and fire inspector numbers in Virginia.

Jones' work on internet meme virality sheds light on the
mechanisms through which memes propagate and captivate
audiences. Understanding the factors that contribute to the
widespread dissemination of memes is crucial in our exploration
of the potential impact of the 'Crying Michael Jordan' meme on
fire safety awareness.

As we heat up the discussion on unconventional correlations,
it's worth noting that fire safety and internet culture share
similarities with quite a few literary works. The practical guide
"Fire Safety for Dummies" and the economic analysis "The Fire
Economy" both provide valuable insights into the significance
of fire safety and its broader implications.

On a more whimsical note, the dystopian novel "Fahrenheit
451" and the fantasy series "A Song of Ice and Fire" seem to
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reflect the juxtaposition of heat and safety, albeit in fictional
contexts. These volumes offer an intriguing parallel to our
exploration of the unexpected interplay between an internet
meme and fire safety professionals.

Speaking of unexpected interplays, let's not forget the viral
sensation of the 'Crying Jordan' meme and the infamous "This is
Fine" dog meme. These internet phenomena, while seemingly
unrelated to fire safety at first glance, share a common thread in
their ability to capture public attention and spark discourse,
much like the correlation we observe in our study.

In this interdisciplinary pursuit, we are ignited by the
possibility of unveiling the enigmatic connection between an
internet meme and the manpower of fire inspectors. As we stoke
the flames of curiosity, our findings promise to illuminate the
unexpected intersection of humor, public safety, and statistical
analysis. After all, who knew that statistical inferences could be
so... lit?

Procedure

To unravel the enigmatic connection between the 'Crying
Michael Jordan' meme and the number of fire inspectors in
Virginia, we employed a meticulously devised research
methodology. Our data collection process involved a deep dive
into Google Trends data, where we tracked the waxing and
waning popularity of the meme over the period of 2006 to 2022.
Additionally, we procured data from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics to ascertain the fluctuations in the number of fire
inspectors employed in the state of Virginia during the same
time frame. This rigorous approach allowed us to capture the
interplay between internet meme virality and public safety
infrastructure.

We adopted a quantitative longitudinal research design to
scrutinize the dynamics underlying the 'Crying Michael Jordan'
meme's ascent into mainstream internet culture and its potential
influence on the demand for fire inspectors. Employing robust
statistical analyses, we measured the level of correlation
between the meme's popularity and the number of fire inspectors
in Virginia. Our examination encompassed a variety of statistical
techniques, including time series analysis, regression modeling,
and structural equation modeling, to distill the nuanced
relationship between these seemingly disparate phenomena.

In a bid to account for potential confounding variables that could
obscure our findings, we conducted a series of sensitivity
analyses and robustness checks. These measures aimed to
strengthen the credibility of our results and ensure that our
observed association was not merely an illusionary effect
stemming from spurious correlations. In the spirit of
thoroughness, we also considered employing unconventional
statistical methods, such as the "Meme-Adjusted Inspector
Proportionality Index," but opted for more conventional
approaches to maintain rigor and clarity in our analysis.

As we waded through the waves of data, delving into the
interwoven realms of internet memes and occupational
infrastructure, we encountered several unforeseen challenges.
Despite the occasional statistical conundrum, we persevered in

our quest for empirical illumination, fueled by the unyielding
determination to shed light on this rather unconventional nexus.
And as they say, "A good pun is its own reword." In the poignant
spirit of statistical analysis, we couldn't resist the urge to
encapsulate our methodology in a dad joke: "Why did the
statistician drown in the river? Because they thought it was
deeper than it actually was."

Findings

Our analysis of the relationship between the popularity of the
'Crying Michael Jordan' meme and the number of fire inspectors
in Virginia yielded a surprising result. From 2006 to 2022, we
found a strong positive correlation, with a correlation coefficient
of 0.8831856, an r-squared value of 0.7800168, and a p-value
less than 0.01. It's safe to say that the flames of correlation were
definitely burning bright.

Fig. 1 illustrates the compelling correlation between the two
variables, revealing a trend that is as clear as day - or as clear as
a well-maintained fire escape route. The scatterplot clearly
shows a linear relationship between the popularity of the meme
and the number of fire inspectors, providing a visual
confirmation of our statistical findings.

Now, for a little levity amidst the intensity of our revelations:
"Why did the firefighter wear red suspenders? To keep his pants
up!" Finding such a strong correlation feels like discovering a
hidden gem in a sea of statistical analysis - a gem that just so
happens to be smoldering with significance.

Years 2006-2022, r=0.883, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our results shed light on an intriguing association that may have
been previously overlooked. It appears that as the 'Crying
Michael Jordan' meme garnered widespread attention, there was
a concurrent increase in the number of fire inspectors in
Virginia. This unexpected connection ignites a curiosity about
the broader impact of internet phenomena on societal dynamics
and public safety measures.

In conclusion, our findings highlight the need to further explore
the influence of internet memes on public safety resources. It
seems that the 'Crying Michael Jordan' meme has not only
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captured the attention of the online community but has also
stoked the need for fire safety personnel. Exploring this fiery
connection has illuminated a previously unseen relationship,
leaving us fired up to continue probing the uncharted territories
of internet culture and its unexpected real-world ramifications.

Discussion

The results of our analysis present a scorching revelation - there
exists a robust correlation between the skyrocketing popularity
of the 'Crying Michael Jordan' meme and the increased number
of fire inspectors in Virginia. Our study not only builds upon
prior research on the societal impact of internet memes but also
sheds light on an unexpected connection that has been, dare we
say, "fanning the flames" of curiosity.

Building upon the work of Smith et al. (2015), who underscored
the potential influence of memes on public behavior, our
findings support the notion that memes can indeed have real-
world implications. It appears that the 'Crying Michael Jordan'
meme, with its widespread virality, has somehow managed to
kindle a demand for fire safety personnel. If that isn't a "fiery"
meme-ntum effect, we don't know what is.

Similarly, the study by Doe and Loe (2018) prompted our
investigation into the unforeseen connections between viral
internet phenomena and tangible societal outcomes. Our results
affirm the need for such investigations, as they have revealed an
unexpected correlation that is worthy of further attention. It's
almost as if the 'Crying Michael Jordan' meme sparked not just
laughter but also a heightened awareness of fire safety concerns.

The unexpected insights unearthed in this study bring to mind a
lighthearted dad joke - "Why did the fire inspector wear red
socks? In case he got caught under the fire hydrant!" Just as this
joke adds a touch of humor to a serious subject, our findings
inject an element of surprise into the discourse on internet
memes and their potential influence on public safety resources.

Moving forward, our study signals the need for a more in-depth
exploration of the mechanisms through which internet memes
might affect public safety initiatives. It's not every day that a
statistical analysis uncovers a correlation as "blazing" as this
one. As we continue to stoke the embers of curiosity, we are
reminded that even in the analytical world, there is always room
for a well-placed pun or two.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has unveiled a surprising correlation
between the popularity of the 'Crying Michael Jordan' meme and
the number of fire inspectors in Virginia. Our findings have
provided compelling evidence of a strong positive relationship,
leaving us feeling as fired up as a well-stoked hearth.

As we reflect on our results, we can't help but appreciate the
irony of uncovering a link between an internet meme and the
allocation of fire safety resources. It's as if the internet's
influence reaches into the very fabric of public safety, causing a

stir that is both unexpected and undeniable. One might even say,
"It's a meme-ifestation of a societal impact!"

Fig. 1 stunningly demonstrates the robust correlation between
the variables, a discovery that sets our scholarly hearts ablaze.
It's like finding a match in a dark room — illuminating and, dare
we say, enlightening.

Yet amidst the intensity of our revelations, a lighthearted quip
seems fitting: "Why don't firefighters ever get angry? They have
too much hose-temper!" Even in the serious realms of research,
a sprinkle of humor can ignite a spark of connection, much like
the correlation we've uncovered.

With our rigorous analysis, it is clear that no more research is
needed to understand the sizzling relationship between the
'Crying Michael Jordan' meme and the number of fire inspectors
in Virginia. It seems we have fanned the flames of curiosity and
satisfied our burning desire for knowledge in this peculiar, yet
captivating, area of study.
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