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Pulpy Politics: Probing the Pairing of Processed Fruits and Political Preferences in
New Mexico The intersection of household spending on processed fruits and political
preferences has long puzzled researchers and pundits alike. In this study, we delve
into the curious correlation between annual US household spending on processed
fruits and Republican votes for Senators in New Mexico. Our data draws from the
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  MIT Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,  Harvard
Dataverse, spanning the years 2000 to 2020. Employing rigorous statistical methods,
we uncovered a correlation coefficient of 0.8246458 and a p-value less than 0.05,
affirming  the  presence  of  a  substantial  relationship  between  these  seemingly
disparate  elements.  With each increase  in  processed  fruit  spending,  there  was  a
corresponding uptick in Republican votes, prompting the question, "Are processed
fruits the secret to winning over constituents, or simply a coincidental trend ripe for
investigation?"  But  hey,  when life  gives  you lemons,  make statistical  lemonade,
right?  Our findings  lay  the  foundation  for  further  explorations  of  the  peculiar
connection between dietary choices and political  allegiances. This research,  while
may seem a-peeling, underscores the quirky dynamics that underpin the democratic
process.

     Ah,  the  curious  world  of  statistical
analysis,  where  even  the  most  unexpected
correlations can emerge like a pun in a data-
filled  report.  In  this  quirky  quest  for
understanding, we venture into the realm of
pulpy politics – a domain where processed
fruits  and political  preferences  merge  in  a
statistical  dance  that  leaves  us  all
wondering, "What's the peel deal?"

     Imagine a scenario where a discussion on
politics  and  dietary  habits  converges,
prompting  scholars  to  dig  deeper  into  the
nexus of nosh and the ballot  box. It's  like
blending  a  smoothie  of  statistics  and
political intrigue - a flavorful fusion where
every data point has its own zesty twist.

     So, what's the zest of this study, you ask?
Well, we set out to untangle the relationship
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between annual US household spending on
processed  fruits  and  Republican  votes  for
Senators in New Mexico. It's not every day
that  research  delves  into  the  correlation
between apples and ballots, but as they say,
"an  apple a  day keeps  the  political  apathy
away."

     As we crunch the numbers and sip our
fruit  smoothies,  we  embark  on  a  journey
through  the  enticing  garden  of  statistics,
looking for seeds of truth in the fertile soil
of data. It's a bit like playing the lottery, but
with  regression  models  and  confidence
intervals instead of lucky numbers.

     But before we dive into the juicy details,
let's  not lose sight of the core principle of
this investigation – to peel back the layers of
political  phenomena  and  understand  the
mango-nitude  of  its  influences.  For  in  the
world of research,  every headline-grabbing
finding begins with a modest question and a
whole lot of data crunching.

     With that  said,  let's  slice through the
statistical  grapevine  and  explore  how  the
humble processed fruit may hold the key to
political  persuasion  in  the  Land  of
Enchantment. After all, in the grand orchard
of  research,  sometimes  the  most  fruitful
discoveries stem from the most unexpected
unions.

Prior research

A  comprehensive  investigation  into  the
curious  correlation  between  annual  US
household spending on processed fruits and
Republican  votes  for  Senators  in  New
Mexico  demands  a  thorough  scrutiny  of
existing literature.  Fortunately,  the body of
research on this enigmatic connection is as
varied and colorful as a fruit basket, offering

an  array  of  intriguing  perspectives  and
insights.

In  "Fruitful  Alliances:  Exploring  the
Intersection  of  Dietary  Preferences  and
Political  Affiliation,"  Smith and Doe delve
into  the  dietary  habits  of  constituents  and
their  potential  impact  on  political  choices.
Their  findings  illuminate  the  potential
influence  of  dietary  preferences  on  voting
behavior,  shedding light  on the unforeseen
ways in which fruit consumption may sway
political allegiances.

Speaking of unforeseen, have you heard the
joke  about  the orange who ran for  office?
Unfortunately,  it  wasn't  very  appealing  to
voters, they found it a bit too tangy.

Turning to the realm of consumer behavior,
Jones  and  Smith's  study  "Consumer
Choices:  From  Aisle  to  Aisle"  provides
valuable insights into the factors influencing
consumer  spending  on  processed  fruits.
Their  analysis  opens  a  window  into  the
intricate  dance  between  consumer
preferences  and  purchasing  patterns,
offering valuable context for understanding
the dynamics at play in the correlation under
scrutiny.

Now,  literature  wouldn't  be  complete
without a few book recommendations, right?
If  you're  looking  to  expand  your  literary
repertoire,  "The  Mango  Manifesto:  A
Political Thriller" and "Citrus and Senators:
A Tale  of  Fruitful  Politics"  offer  fictional
narratives that, while not directly addressing
our research question, provide an interesting
perspective  on  the  fusion  of  fruits  and
politics.

But  enough  about  literature  –  let's  talk
unconventional  research  methods.  When
conducting this literature review, the authors
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stumbled upon an unexpected treasure trove
of insights in the most unlikely of places –
CVS  receipts.  Yes,  you  heard  that  right.
From  impulse  buys  of  bananas  to  bulk
purchases  of  canned  peaches,  every
transaction slip seemed to whisper its  own
fruity tales of political leanings.

Now,  before  we  venture  too  far  into  the
whimsical world of supermarket receipts, it's
time  to  reorient  our  focus  towards  the
empirical  foundation  of  this  inquiry.  The
intertwining of processed fruits and political
preferences  awaits  further  unraveling,
beckoning  us  into  a  realm  where  the
persistent question lingers: how deep do the
roots of this correlation truly extend?

Continuing  down  this  curious  path,  our
literature  review  offers  a  tantalizing
appetizer  for  the  ripe  inquiries  that  lay
ahead. Just like a fruit salad of knowledge, it
may be a bit eclectic, but it's bound to pique
your interest and leave you hungry for more.

Approach

     To  delve  into  the  tangled  web  of
processed  fruits  and  political  proclivities,
our research team embarked on an odyssey
through  the  labyrinthine  halls  of  statistical
analysis, armed with bushels of data and a
healthy  dose  of  humor  -  after  all,  when
dealing  with  "fruitful"  topics,  one  cannot
resist infusing a bit of levity.

     First,  we carefully  harvested  data  on
annual US household spending on processed
fruits  from the illustrious  Bureau of Labor
Statistics, ripe with information dating from
2000 to  2020.  The statistics  flowed like  a
smoothie,  blending  seamlessly  into  our
analytical concoction.

     Next, we plucked pertinent electoral data
from  the  MIT  Election  Data  and  Science
Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  selecting  the
historical  Republican votes  for Senators in
New  Mexico  as  the  ripest  apples  for  our
study. Of course,  we ensured that  the data
was free from rot and corruption – after all,
we  wouldn't  want  to  squeeze  any  sour  or
fraudulent elements into our scholarly cider.

     Armed with a bushel of statistics, our
team employed a smorgasbord of statistical
methods,  including  the  venerable  Pearson
correlation  coefficient  and  a  multifaceted
regression analysis. We strived to ensure our
methods were as sturdy as the trunk of an
apple  tree,  capable  of  withstanding  the
whims  of  chance  and  the  gusts  of
confounding variables.

     Now, you might be wondering,  "Why
New  Mexico?  Are  the  chiles  not  spicy
enough  to  captivate  the  electorate?"  Well,
we chose the Land of Enchantment due to its
intriguing blend of political  intricacies and
culinary  curiosities,  aiming  to  unearth
whether  processed  fruits  held  the  seeds  of
political preference in this unique state.

     As we sifted through the data orchard, we
tended  to  the  intricacies  of  statistical
significance, mindful of the potential biases
that  could  ferment  in  the  brew  of  our
analysis. After all, in the world of research,
one must be as vigilant as a watchful farmer,
safeguarding the  crop from the  ravages  of
false positives and spurious relationships.

     With  the  statistical  stars  aligned,  we
uncovered  a  correlation  coefficient
reminiscent  of  a  banana  –  0.8246458,
signaling  a  robust  relationship  between
annual US household spending on processed
fruits and Republican votes for Senators in
New Mexico.  Our  p-value  gleamed  like  a

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



freshly polished apple, twinkling at us with a
significance  level  less  than  0.05,  affirming
the presence of a substantial connection.

     Despite the fruit-centric nature of our
investigation, we remained as objective as a
precision  scale,  carefully  weighing  the
evidence  and  avoiding  the  temptation  to
cherry-pick our findings. As the old saying
goes, "In the world of research, one must be
as  impartial  as  a  judge  –  or  at  least  as
impartial as the grocer selecting produce for
the fruit stand."

     Our expedition through the garden of
statistical  inquiry  yielded  an  unexpected
harvest  of  insights,  ushering  in  a  new
appreciation  for  the  interplay  between
dietary habits and political leanings. As we
concluded  our  analysis  and  savored  the
fruits  of  our  labor,  we  couldn't  help  but
wonder  –  could  processed  fruits  be  the
hidden  ingredient  in  burgeoning  political
success,  or  are  we  simply  witnessing  a
serendipitous  statistical  dalliance?
Nonetheless,  our  findings  provide  an
unexpected  twist  in  the  tale  of  political
preferences, reminding us that in the world
of  research,  even the  most  unconventional
pairings can yield tantalizing truths.

Results

Upon scrutinizing the data with the precision
of a finely honed chef slicing through a ripe
peach,  we  unearthed  a  robust  correlation
between annual US household spending on
processed  fruits  and  Republican  votes  for
Senators  in  New  Mexico.  The  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8246458  speaks  volumes,
echoing  through  the  hallowed  halls  of
statistical significance with the resonance of
a well-timed punchline.

It  seems  that  as  processed  fruit  spending
soared,  so  did  the  number  of  Republican
votes, giving new meaning to the phrase "an
apple  a  day  keeps  the  Democrats  away."
This unexpected correlation tickles the taste
buds of our statistical curiosity and leaves us
pondering the fruitful intersection of dietary
choices and political affiliations.

Fig.  1  showcases  the  scatterplot  in  all  its
glory, revealing a strong linear relationship
between the two variables. It's a visual feast
for  the  eyes,  much  like  a  sumptuous  fruit
platter at a political gala – a delightful blend
of data points and political proclivities.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our analysis also yielded a r-squared value
of 0.6800407, indicating that approximately
68% of the variation in Republican votes for
Senators  in New Mexico can be explained
by  the  annual  household  spending  on
processed  fruits.  That's  a  statistical  fruit-
basket  worth  savoring,  or  perhaps,
correlating.

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.05  further
strengthens  the  case  for  a  meaningful
correlation, leaving skeptics with little room
to cherry-pick their arguments. It's clear that
the  association  between  processed  fruit
expenditure and political preferences in New
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Mexico is more than just a statistical fluke –
it's  the  real  pomelo,  ripe  for  further
intellectual consumption.

In the kaleidoscope of research, our findings
add  a  splash  of  color  to  the  canvas  of
political  analysis,  reminding us  that  in  the
labyrinth of human behavior, even the most
unexpected patterns can be found. After all,
as researchers, we must remain open to the
possibility  that  the  political  landscape  is,
well, a bit bananas.

The  correlation  we  uncovered  raises
intriguing  questions  and  sets  the  stage  for
future investigations into the nuanced ways
in  which  dietary  patterns  intertwine  with
political  leanings.  As  we  wrap  up  this
segment of our research, we couldn't resist
one  last  pun:  "May the  fruits  of  our  labor
continue  to  bear  peel-ty  of  surprises  and
insights!"

Stay  tuned  for  the  implications  and
discussions section, where we delve further
into the implications of these fruity findings
and peel back the layers of meaning behind
our statistical discovery. It's a juicy journey
through the garden of science, and we're just
getting started.

Discussion of findings

Our  findings  not  only  corroborate  prior
research on dietary preferences influencing
political  behavior  but  also  lend validity  to
the previously overlooked nuances of fruit-
fueled  political  leanings.  The  correlation
between annual US household spending on
processed  fruits  and  Republican  votes  for
Senators  in  New  Mexico  is  as  clear  as  a
perfectly  peeled clementine.  This  solidifies
the notion that as constituents reach for the
canned peaches, they may also be reaching

for the ballot box in favor of the Grand Old
Party.

We  peeled  back  the  layers  of  statistical
analysis and uncovered a connection ripe for
further  exploration.  It's  as  if  the  country's
political landscape is a giant fruit salad, and
our research has added an unexpected twist
–  like  finding  a  strawberry  in  a  bowl  of
grapes.  Our  study's  robust  correlation
coefficient,  akin  to  the  sweetness  of  a
perfectly  ripened  pear,  tells  a  story  of  the
unexpected marriage of dietary choices and
political affiliations.

The  literature  review,  while  seemingly
lighthearted,  subtly  nudged us  towards  the
empirical  revelation  that  voting  tendencies
may indeed be influenced by what's in the
pantry – or more specifically, the processed
fruit section. Just as a banana gets sweeter
with  time,  our  understanding  of  this
correlation  matured  as  we  delved  into  the
statistical nitty-gritty.

Our  results,  with  their  bountiful
implications,  have  peeled back the skin of
conventional  wisdom,  revealing  a  crunchy
truth at the core of political appetites. As we
savor the statistical  aroma of our findings,
we're  reminded  of  the  classic  dad  joke:
"Why  did  the  fruit  go  to  the  Senate?  It
wanted  to  pass  a  new  *peach*  of
legislation!"

The  statistical  robustness  of  our  findings,
along with prior research, suggests that the
often-dismissed  world  of  dietary  behaviors
may hold  fruity  secrets  that  sway political
allegiances.  Just  as  a  pineapple's  prickly
exterior hides a juicy core, our research has
uncovered  a  sweet  relationship  between
seemingly unrelated variables.
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With our  findings  as  a  fruitful  foundation,
we call for further research into the interplay
of  processed  fruit  spending  and  political
preferences. It's not just food for thought; it's
a buffet of statistical curiosities and political
insights. This line of inquiry has fostered a
deeper appreciation for the subtle influence
of  dietary  choices  on  political  behaviors.
After  all,  in  the  scientific  orchard  of
correlation,  even  the  unlikeliest  fruit
pairings yield surprising results.

And speaking of unexpected pairings, we've
shown  that  the  world  of  politics  and  the
realm  of  fruit  consumption  have  more  in
common than meets the eye. It's a statistical
fusion  that  will  leave  researchers  and
politicians  pondering  the  intersection  of
dietary habits and voting allegiances. As we
digest the implications of our research, we're
left with one lingering question: "Just how
deep do these fruity roots of influence truly
extend?"

Conclusion

     In conclusion, our study has laid bare the
tangy  and  tantalizing  relationship  between
annual US household spending on processed
fruits and Republican votes for Senators in
New Mexico. Like a perfectly ripe fruit, our
findings present a sweet yet unexpected taste
of  correlation,  leaving  pundits  scratching
their heads and wondering, "Aren't statistics
a-peeling?" 

     The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8246458 and a p-value of less than 0.05
have  peeled  back  the  layers  of  statistical
ambiguity,  leaving  us  with  a  juicy
understanding  of  the  intriguing  connection
between  dietary  choices  and  political
preferences in the Land of Enchantment.

     It seems that as processed fruit spending
rose, so did the Republican votes, prompting
the question, "Is the ballot box the new fruit
basket of democracy?" It's a fruitful thought,
much  like  a  well-crafted  pun  -  potent,
perplexing, and, dare we say, probiotic.

     Our findings reinforce the notion that
even  in  the  realm  of  politics,  statistical
whimsy can yield unexpected truths. Fig. 1,
a  visual  feast  for  the  eyes,  showcases  the
linear relationship with all the grandeur of a
political gala's fruit platter - a reminder that
in  the  garden  of  research,  even  the  most
unexpected  unions  can  bear  the  ripest
intellectual fruits.

     As we wrap up this study, it's clear that
the  correlation  between  processed  fruit
expenditure and political preferences in New
Mexico  is  no  statistical  fluke.  It's  the  real
pomelo,  worthy  of  being  savored  and
researched.  In  the  world  of  academia,
sometimes the most fruitful discoveries stem
from the most unexpected unions, leaving us
with a sense of scientific wonderment akin
to finding a coconut in the apple bin.

     In the spirit of scientific rigor and a well-
timed  dad  joke,  we  declare  that  no  more
research  is  needed  in  this  area.  After  all,
with  a  correlation  this  fruit-tastic,  why  go
squeezing for more?
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