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Abstract

In  this  rhyming  correlation  study,  we  investigated  the
perplexing  relationship  between  Libertarian  votes  for
Senators  in  the  desert  of  Nevada  and  the  petrol  being
pumped in the icy expanse of Greenland. Utilizing data
from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab,  Harvard
Dataverse,  and  the  Energy  Information  Administration,
our research team delved into this curious association. We
computed  a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8176133  and  a
statistically significant  p-value of less than 0.05 for  the
time period spanning from 1980 to 2018. The findings of
our  study  unveil  an  intriguing  link  that  may  leave
researchers  scratching  their  heads,  pondering  the
mysterious forces at play. Additionally, we speculate that
the temperature difference between the two regions may
have contributed to this unexpected connection - after all,
who would have thought that a scalding desert could have
any sway over an icy tundra?

1. Introduction

     Gasoline, the lifeblood of modern society, powers
our vehicles, heats our homes, and in a pinch, can
even be used to start a backyard barbecue (though
we  won't  officially  condone  such  action).
Meanwhile,  Libertarian  votes,  often  viewed  as  a
political enigma, have the potential to sway elections
and influence policies, much like a mischievous gust
of  wind in  a  crowded marketplace.  What  happens
when  we  bring  these  two  seemingly  disparate
entities together? A rhyming correlation study, that's
what!

     As we embark on this curious journey, we cannot
help but be reminded of the classic nursery rhyme
"The Desert  and the Ice,"  in  which a  cactus  from
Nevada and a polar bear from Greenland engage in
an  improbable  tango.  Although  our  research  deals
with more sophisticated matters than the adventures
of  fictional  flora  and  fauna,  we  can  nonetheless
appreciate the charming parallel.

     The purpose of this study is to shed light on the
mysterious coupling of Libertarian votes in Nevada
and gasoline rates in Greenland. Were these merely
chance occurrences, or is there an intricate web of
causality lurking beneath the surface, like a cunning
spider in the corner of an academic's dusty office?
Our  investigation  aims  to  answer  this  question,
utilizing rigorous statistical analysis and a sprinkle
of whimsy.
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     The findings of this study not only promise to
illuminate  a  fascinating  relationship  between  two
distant realms but also offer a fresh perspective on
the interconnectedness of global  phenomena.  Strap
on your snowshoes and dust off your ten-gallon hat,
for we are about to embark on a journey that blends
statistical jargon with a touch of poetry, in pursuit of
uncovering  the  unexpected  harmony  between
Libertarian votes and gasoline rates.

2. Literature Review

Previous  studies  have  delved  into  the  enigmatic
world of political voting patterns and their potential
influence  on  economic  indicators.  Smith  et  al.
(2017) examined the correlation between state-level
voting  trends  and gasoline  consumption,  revealing
intriguing insights  into the intersection of political
choices and energy usage. Expanding on this theme,
Doe and Jones (2019) conducted a comprehensive
analysis  of  Libertarian  voting  behavior  and  its
impact  on  regional  economic  factors,  setting  the
stage  for  our  own  investigation  into  the  curious
association between Libertarian votes in Nevada and
gasoline rates in Greenland.

While  the  aforementioned  studies  lay  the
groundwork  for  our  research,  it  is  essential  to
consider  the  broader  context  surrounding  our
peculiar nexus of interest. The literature on energy
economics,  political  dynamics,  and  climate
geography provides valuable insights that may offer
clues  to  the  unexpected  correlation  we  have
uncovered. In "Energy Economics: Concepts, Issues,
Markets,  and Governance" by Smithsonian (2015),
the  authors  discuss  the  intricate  interplay  between
political  decisions  and  energy  market  dynamics,
offering  a  lens  through  which  to  examine  the
potential  impact  of  political  voting  patterns  on
energy infrastructure.

Moving beyond the realm of non-fiction literature,
works  of  fiction  can  sometimes  offer  allegorical
parallels or subconscious insights into the interplay
of seemingly unrelated phenomena. "Polar Politics:
Tundra  Tensions"  by  J.K.  Rolling  (2010)  may,  at
first glance, appear to belong in the realm of fantasy.
Still,  the  intricate  portrayal  of  political  intrigue
amidst the icy landscapes of Greenland hints at the
complex  interconnections  between  disparate

elements. Furthermore, in "Desert Dilemma: Tales of
Nevada Nomads" by G.R.R. Continent  (2012),  the
author  weaves a  tapestry of  political  machinations
against  the  backdrop  of  Nevada's  arid  terrain,
inviting  readers  to  consider  the  unseen  forces  at
work in seemingly unconnected environments.

Drawing inspiration from the world of board games,
where  strategic  decisions  and  chance  occurrences
intertwine, we find intriguing parallels with our own
research.  The  classic  game  of  "Risk:  Global
Domination"  challenges  players  to  navigate  the
intricate web of geopolitical alliances and conflicts,
echoing  the  complexities  at  the  heart  of  our
investigation.  Similarly,  "Ticket  to  Ride:  Nordic
Countries" transports players to the frigid landscapes
of  Scandinavia,  evoking  themes  of  regional
connectivity and resource distribution, mirroring the
unexpected  link  we  seek  to  untangle  between
libertarian votes and gasoline rates.

In  the  following  sections,  we  will  dissect  these
diverse  sources  through  the  lens  of  our  rhyming
correlation  study,  elucidating  the  whimsical  and
thought-provoking  threads  that  bind  together  the
distant realms of politics and energy economics.

3. Methodology

To  unravel  the  enigmatic  connection  between
Libertarian  votes  in  Nevada  and  gasoline  rates  in
Greenland, our research team employed a blend of
quantitative  analysis,  data  mining,  and  a  touch  of
speculative poetry. The dataset for Libertarian votes
was  obtained  from  the  MIT  Election  Data  and
Science  Lab,  which  served  as  our  compass  in
navigating  the  complex  political  landscape  of  the
Silver State. Meanwhile, gasoline consumption and
production  data  for  Greenland  were  sourced  from
the Energy Information Administration, providing a
window into the chilly world of petroleum dynamics
in the Arctic circle.

In  order  to  establish  a  correlation  between  these
seemingly unrelated variables, we initially grappled
with the challenge of reconciling the discrepancies
in  geographical  scale  and  political  ideologies.  We
then conducted an extensive data cleaning process,
ensuring that  any outliers or  anomalies  were dealt
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with  swiftly  –  much  like  cleaning  up  spilled
gasoline, but without the lingering scent.

Next,  we  relied  on  statistical  software  –  a  trusty
steed  in  the  realm  of  academia  –  to  compute  the
correlation coefficient and test for significance. Our
calculations were meticulous, rivalling the precision
of  an  oil  drill  in  the  unforgiving  tundra.  We
compared the annual Libertarian votes in Nevada to
the  gasoline  consumption  patterns  in  Greenland,
accounting for potential confounding variables such
as population density, regional economic trends, and
the occasional rogue moose.

The time frame of our analysis spanned from 1980
to  2018,  capturing  shifts  in  political  winds  and
fluctuations  in  energy  dynamics  over  nearly  four
decades. This temporal scope allowed us to uncover
long-term  patterns  and  subtle  nuances  that  might
have  otherwise  remained  hidden,  much  like  a
fingerprint on a frozen fuel pump handle.

As  researchers,  we  navigated  the  terrain  of  data
collection with the diligence of Arctic explorers and
the audacity of political pundits,  identifying points
of  convergence  and  divergence  between  the  two
disparate  realms.  Our  methodology  combines  the
rigidity  of  statistical  inference  with  the  art  of
speculative  inquiry,  illustrating  the  intricate  dance
between  empirical  evidence  and  a  sprinkle  of
whimsy as we seek to add a lyrical rhythm to the
landscape of academia.

4. Results

The  statistical  analysis  of  the  correlation  between
Libertarian  votes  for  Senators  in  Nevada  and
gasoline pumped in Greenland yielded a correlation
coefficient of 0.8176133, indicating a strong positive
relationship  between  the  two  variables.  This
eyebrow-raising  correlation  was  further  supported
by an r-squared value of 0.6684915, suggesting that
approximately 66.85% of the variability in gasoline
rates in Greenland can be explained by Libertarian
votes in Nevada. With a p-value of less than 0.05,
we can confidently assert that this correlation is not
a  mere  fluke,  but  a  bona  fide  phenomenon,
deserving of further investigation.

Figure 1 presents a scatterplot depicting the robust
relationship between these unlikely bedfellows. It's

almost  as  if  Libertarian  votes  in  Nevada  and
gasoline rates  in  Greenland held hands and belted
out a rendition of "Ebony and Ivory" - a remarkable
display of unity in diversity.

Now,  while  some may ponder  the  implications  of
these  findings,  others  may  be  left  with  more
questions than answers. How can a seemingly arid
political  landscape in  Nevada exert  influence over
the  gasoline  industry  in  Greenland,  you  ask?  The
inquisitive minds among us may consider the role of
temperature  differentials  between  the  two  regions,
imagining a tug-of-war between the scorching desert
heat and the glacial chill. It seems that even in the
realm  of  statistical  analysis,  the  unexpected  can
often take center stage.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion,  it  appears  that  the  enigmatic  dance
between  Libertarian  votes  and  gasoline  rates  has
captured the attention of researchers and opened the
door to a realm of possibilities. This study not only
underscores  the  interconnectedness  of  seemingly
unrelated events but also serves as a reminder that,
in the waltz of statistical  inquiry,  surprise partners
may  emerge  on  the  dance  floor,  leading  to  eye-
opening revelations.

5. Discussion

Our  findings  reveal  a  remarkable  correlation
between  Libertarian  votes  for  Senators  in  the
scorching embrace of Nevada and the gasoline rates
in the frigid expanses of Greenland. The statistical
robustness  of  this  connection,  as  indicated  by  the
correlation coefficient of 0.8176133, astounds even
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the  most  seasoned  researchers.  It  seems  that  the
political landscape of Nevada wields an unexpected
sway over the energy dynamics of distant Greenland,
reminiscent  of  a  surreptitious  tango  between  two
unlikely partners.

The  link  between  Libertarian  voting  patterns  and
gasoline rates echoes the earlier work of Smith et al.
(2017) and Doe and Jones (2019), who shed light on
the intertwining of  political  choices  and economic
indicators.  Our  study  not  only  corroborates  their
findings  but  also  extends  the  narrative  to  the
disparate realms of Nevada and Greenland, leaving
us to marvel  at  the intricate tapestry of cause and
effect in the socio-economic landscape.

Furthermore,  our results  resonate with the insights
from  "Polar  Politics:  Tundra  Tensions"  by  J.K.
Rolling  (2010)  and  "Desert  Dilemma:  Tales  of
Nevada  Nomads"  by  G.R.R.  Continent  (2012),
where  the  authors  allegorically  delve  into  the
complexities of political intrigue amidst icy and arid
landscapes.  Their  narratives,  with  their  seemingly
fantastical  backdrops,  draw  eerie  parallels  to  our
own revelations, urging us to contemplate the hidden
forces  at  play  in  seemingly  disconnected
environments.

One  cannot  help  but  be  reminded of  the  strategic
maneuvers  in  "Risk:  Global  Domination"  and  the
resource  allocation  in  "Ticket  to  Ride:  Nordic
Countries."  These  parallels  speak  to  the
unpredictability and interconnectedness of the world
around  us,  underlining  the  capricious  nature  of
causality  and  the  unanticipated  correlations  that
emerge from statistical inquiry.

Indeed,  our  study  stands  as  a  testament  to  the
whimsical nature of statistical exploration, wherein
unlikely bedfellows reveal captivating relationships.
As we step beyond the boundaries of conventional
research, we are beckoned to peer into the enigmatic
dance  of  Libertarian  votes  and  gasoline  rates,  a
dance that defies geographical logic and invites us to
ponder  the  entangled  web  of  socio-economic
influences.

In  parsing  these  unexpected  findings,  one  is
reminded  of  the  famous  quote,  “Truth  is  stranger
than fiction.” While our conclusions may raise more
questions than answers, they certainly resonate with
the  sentiment  that  even  in  the  realm of  statistical

analysis, the world manages to surprise us with its
bizarre and enchanting connections.

6. Conclusion

As we draw the curtains  on this  riveting rhyming
correlation  study,  it  is  evident  that  the  alliance
between Libertarian votes  in  Nevada  and gasoline
rates  in  Greenland is  not  just  a  brief  fling,  but  a
long-term  relationship  worthy  of  further  scrutiny.
Our  findings  shine  a  spotlight  on  the  unorthodox
kinship  between  two  distant  entities,  akin  to  an
unexpected friendship between an armadillo and an
albatross.  It's  almost  as  if  Liberty  and  Gasoline
united forces to create a real-life "buddy cop" duo,
solving  mysteries  and  perplexing  researchers  in
equal measure.

The  statistical  evidence  presented  in  this  study
leaves  little  room for  doubt  regarding the tangible
connection between these divergent variables. Much
like  an  intricate  dance  routine,  the  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8176133  waltzes  across  the
statistical  floor,  leaving  onlookers  in  awe  of  its
seemingly impossible harmony. And let's not forget
the r-squared value of 0.6684915, accentuating the
extent  to  which Libertarian votes  in  Nevada  exert
influence  over  gasoline  rates  in  Greenland  like  a
puppeteer  pulling  the  strings  of  an  unsuspecting
marionette.

Now, as we tip our metaphorical hats to bid adieu to
our  data-driven  dalliance,  it  is  imperative  to
recognize that no further research is needed in this
area.  This  study  has  uncovered  a  wondrous
symphony  of  statistical  serendipity,  leaving  little
room for doubt and a whole lot of room for head-
scratching amusement.  So,  let's  call  it  a  day,  shall
we?  After  all,  there  are  plenty  more  curious
correlations waiting to be unearthed, and who knows
what charming oddities we may stumble upon in the
ever-curious landscape of statistical inquiry.
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