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Abstract

In this study, we explore the often-overlooked relationship between the popularity of the name
Monica and the marriage rate in the state of Nevada. While some may initially dismiss this as a
frivolous  pursuit,  we  took  on  the  Monica  mission,  determined  to  uncover  any  potential
correlations.  Through  rigorous  data  collection  and  analysis  from  the  US  Social  Security
Administration  and  CDC  National  Vital  Statistics,  we  discovered  a  surprising  correlation
coefficient of 0.9945119 and p < 0.01. Our findings suggest that the Monica Effect may have a
significant influence on the institution of marriage in the Silver State. Our research sheds new
light on the overlooked impacts of pop culture phenomena on societal trends and provides a fresh
perspective on the dynamics of naming conventions and marital decisions. We hope that our work
will  inspire  further  investigation  into  the  quirky  and  unexpected  connections  that  shape  our
world.

1.  Introduction

Welcome to the wild world of wacky correlations, where the unlikeliest of bedfellows
come together to prance through the fields of statistics. Today, we embark on a journey
into the land of names, love, and numbers as we explore the peculiar relationship between
the popularity of the name Monica and the marriage rate in the state of Nevada. 

When introducing our study to colleagues, we were often met with raised eyebrows and
the occasional chuckle. Some questioned if we had embarked on a mere whimsical quest,
while  others  wondered if  we had taken the  phrase "playing with  numbers"  a  bit  too
literally. Nevertheless, undeterred by the doubters, we fearlessly dove into the depths of
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data, determined to unveil any potential links between the moniker "Monica" and the
matrimony in the Silver State.

One might ask, "Monica who? Monica what?" Well, she's not just any Monica; she's the
Monica that has captivated hearts and minds with her melodious name. As we delved into
the annals of naming trends, we couldn't help but notice the enduring popularity of the
name Monica, lingering in conversations and birth announcements like a familiar tune
that refuses to fade away.

Meanwhile, in the glittering oasis of Nevada, where the air is tinged with romance and
the  slot  machines  whisper  tales  of  love,  the  institution  of  marriage  holds  much
significance.  You see,  Nevada isn't  just  a  destination  for  quickie  weddings and Elvis
impersonators – it's a cultural melting pot where the threads of love and commitment are
woven  into  the  fabric  of  society.  It  was  in  this  enchanted  setting  that  we sought  to
uncover the secrets behind the union of Monica and matrimony.

Armed with an arsenal of data from the US Social Security Administration and CDC
National Vital Statistics, we embarked on our statistical escapade, crunching numbers and
chasing correlations with the fervor of treasure hunters seeking the elusive Monica Effect.
Lo and behold,  our diligence bore fruit  as we stumbled upon a surprising correlation
coefficient of 0.9945119, leaving us in a state of statistical shock and awe.

Now, you may be wondering,  "But  what does all  this  mean?" Fear not,  for we shall
unravel the enigmatic Monica Effect and its potential influence on the marital landscape
of  Nevada.  Our  findings  challenge  conventional  wisdom and  shed  light  on  the  oft-
overlooked interplay between popular culture phenomena and societal trends.

As we embark on this whimsical expedition, let us not forget that the world of statistics is
a place of unexpected connections and delightful surprises. So buckle up, dear reader, for
a journey into the heart of the Monica Effect, where the quirky and the mundane collide
to unravel the mysteries of naming conventions and marital decisions.

2.  Literature Review

In their  study titled "The Influence  of  Given Names on Social  Trends,"  Smith et  al.
investigated  the  curious  relationship  between  given  names  and  societal  phenomena.
While their focus spans a wide range of names and trends, their findings shed light on the
potential impact of individual names on various aspects of life. However, they failed to
recognize the moniker "Monica" as a pivotal player in their research, leaving hidden the
potential significance of this particular name on marriage rates.

On a similar note, Doe's research in "The Naming Game: A Statistical Analysis of Name
Popularity" offers insight into the ebb and flow of name popularity over the decades.
While  their  work  provides  valuable  information  on  the  cyclical  nature  of  names,  it

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



neglects  to  examine  the  potential  impact  of  a  specific  name  like  "Monica"  on  the
institution of marriage. Thus, the Monica Effect remains shrouded in mystery, waiting to
be unearthed by eager researchers such as ourselves.

Jones'  comprehensive  analysis  in  "Names  and  Numbers:  Exploring  the  Interplay  of
Naming and Statistics" delves into the intricate dance between names and numerical data.
Their thorough exploration of naming conventions and statistical correlations provides a
solid foundation for understanding the potential influence of names on societal trends.
However, despite their meticulous approach, the Monica Effect remained conspicuously
absent  from their  research,  leaving  a  glaring  gap  in  the  exploration  of  name-related
influences.

Turning  to  non-fiction  literature,  the  renowned  work  of  Malcolm  Gladwell  in  "The
Tipping Point: How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference" offers insights into the
often-surprising factors that drive societal change. While the book focuses on a broad
spectrum of  influences,  from fashion trends to  crime rates,  it  neglects  to  address the
potentially  transformative  power  of  a  name  like  "Monica"  on  the  marriage  rates  of
Nevada.  Perhaps  in  a  parallel  universe,  "The  Monica  Tipping  Point"  would  be  a
bestseller, captivating readers with tales of statistical sorcery and matrimonial mysteries.

In a similar vein, the acclaimed sociological treatise "Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist
Explores the Hidden Side of Everything" by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner
delves into the unconventional forces at play in shaping human behavior. While the book
delves into diverse topics such as sumo wrestling and drug dealing, it fails to illuminate
the enchanting connection between the name "Monica" and the marriage rate in Nevada,
leaving readers bereft of this captivating correlation.

Shifting to the realm of fiction, we encounter potential sources of tantalizing insights that
transcend the boundaries of conventional research. In the timeless classic "Romeo and
Juliet" by William Shakespeare, the names Romeo and Juliet have been immortalized as
symbols of undying love. Could there be a hidden Monica and Chandler lurking in the
Shakespearean tapestry, influencing romantic escapades in the streets of Verona? Alas,
this remains a wistful speculation awaiting empirical validation through rigorous studies.

In a departure from the literary canon, the whimsical musings of Dr. Seuss in "Green
Eggs and Ham" offer a playful exploration of the power of persuasion. As we ponder the
implications of Sam-I-Am's relentless insistence on green eggs and ham, one cannot help
but wonder if the persuasive allure of "Monica" might exert a subtle influence on the
marriage  decisions  of  Nevadans.  While  this  conjecture  may  seem  far-fetched,  the
unpredictable nature of statistical correlations invites such fanciful ponderings.

Moreover, in the realm of unconventional sources, the backs of shampoo bottles emerged
as  unlikely  repositories  of  wisdom during  our  literature  review.  As  we  stood  in  the
fluorescent  aisles  of  countless  supermarkets,  deciphering  the  cryptic  litanies  of
nourishing ingredients and exotic promises, not a single bottle proffered insights into the
Monica  Effect.  Absentmindedly,  we  entertained  the  notion  of  conducting  statistical
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analyses on hair care products, but alas, the allure of Monica's statistical charm beckoned
us back to our serious pursuits.

In the wake of this comprehensive literature review, it is evident that the Monica Effect
has  eluded  the  keen  gaze  of  scholars  and  authors  across  diverse  disciplines.  The
enigmatic influence of the name "Monica" on the marriage rate in Nevada remains a
tantalizing enigma awaiting further exploration. As we venture deeper into the heart of
statistical  whimsy,  it  becomes  increasingly  clear  that  the  world  of  names,  love,  and
numbers is a place of delightful surprises and unexpected connections.

3.  Research Approach

To unravel the enigmatic Monica Effect and its potential influence on the marriage rate in
Nevada, we harnessed the power of data and statistical analysis in our quest for quirky
correlations. Our research team embarked on a multidimensional approach, combining
internet sleuthing and number crunching prowess to tease out any potential links between
the name Monica and the marital landscape of the Silver State.

First and foremost, we delved into the treasure trove of data provided by the US Social
Security  Administration,  mining  the  birth  records  from  1999  to  2021  to  track  the
popularity of the name Monica over the years. Armed with spreadsheets and boundless
curiosity, we combed through these records like detectives hot on the trail of a notorious
name.

In tandem with our expedition into the world of Monica, we turned our gaze to the CDC
National Vital Statistics, where we ferreted out the marriage rates in the state of Nevada
over the same time period. With a hearty dose of statistical savvy and a pinch of old-
fashioned luck, we meticulously charted the ebb and flow of matrimony in the Silver
State, hoping to capture the elusive Monica Effect in all its numerical glory.

Now, you might be wondering, how exactly did we pinpoint the correlation between the
popularity  of  the  name Monica  and  the  marriage  rate  in  Nevada?  This  is  where  the
alchemy of statistical analysis comes into play. With a flourish of mathematical wizardry,
we  computed  the  correlation  coefficient  and  p-value,  unearthing  the  numerical
manifestation of the Monica Effect that had eluded many a curious mind.

In  our  pursuit  of  playful  correlations,  we  leaned  on  the  tried-and-true  methods  of
regression  analysis  and  time  series  modeling  to  tease  out  any  potential  connections
between the name Monica and the marital landscape of Nevada. Our statistical acumen
and unyielding determination propelled us through the twists and turns of data analysis,
leading us to the startling discovery of a correlation coefficient of 0.9945119 and p <
0.01, signaling a robust relationship between the popularity of the name Monica and the
marriage rate in Nevada.
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While our methods may seem unconventional, and perhaps even whimsical, we stand by
the rigor and integrity of our statistical approach as we unravel the peculiar dynamics of
the  Monica  Effect.  As  we  tread  the  quirky  path  of  data  exploration,  we  invite  the
scholarly community to join us in this whimsical expedition, where the whims of names
and the waltz of statistics converge to shed light on the unlikeliest of connections. For in
the world of research, as in life, there is always room for a dash of whimsy and a pinch of
statistical enchantment.

4.  Findings

After  traversing  the  tumultuous  terrain  of  statistical  analysis,  we  arrived  at  the
monumental revelation that the popularity of the name Monica exhibits a remarkably
strong  correlation  with  the  marriage  rate  in  the  state  of  Nevada.  Our  thorough
investigation  yielded  a  staggering  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9945119,  indicating  an
almost unbreakable bond between the two variables. The r-squared value of 0.9890539
further  solidifies this  connection,  leaving no room for  doubt  in  the robustness of the
Monica Effect. Moreover, with a p-value of less than 0.01, we can confidently assert the
statistical significance of this uncanny relationship.

Behold, the pièce de résistance of our findings – the awe-inspiring scatterplot (Fig. 1) that
paints a vivid picture of the undeniable link between the popularity of the name Monica
and the marriage rate in Nevada. As you gaze upon the plot, marvel at the mesmerizing
dance of data points, each one a testament to the unyielding gravitational pull between
Monica and matrimony.

Now, one might ponder, "What could possibly explain such a baffling correlation?" Is it
the allure of Monica's mellifluous syllables that beckon lovers to the altar? Or perhaps
there's a mysterious enchantment woven into the very fabric of the name itself? While we
may never fully grasp the enigmatic forces at play, our findings compel us to recognize
the profound impact of the Monica Effect on the romantic landscape of Nevada.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our discovery challenges preconceived notions about  the whimsical  influence of pop
culture phenomena on societal trends. The steadfast affinity between the name Monica
and the institution of marriage in Nevada serves as a testament to the profound, albeit
peculiar, interplay between naming conventions and matrimonial decisions. As we bask
in the glow of this unexpected revelation, we are reminded that in the realm of statistics,
even the most unlikely duos can waltz together in harmonious correlation.

In  conclusion,  our  research  unveils  the  astonishing  synchronization  between  the
popularity of the name Monica and the marriage rate in Nevada, inviting further inquiry
into the realm of unconventional connections that shape our social tapestry. The Monica
Effect  stands  as  a  testament  to  the  whimsy  and  wonder  that  permeate  the  world  of
statistics,  beckoning us  to  embrace  the  delightful  surprises  that  lurk  within  the  most
unassuming datasets.

5.  Discussion on findings

Ah, the Monica Effect – an enigmatic force seemingly plucked from the realm of whimsy
to impart its curious influence on the tapestry of statistical correlations. Our findings have
unearthed a connection so robust, it rivals the enduring saga of Ross and Rachel. Our
statistical foray into the alluring world of name popularity and matrimonial decisions has
unveiled a correlation coefficient of 0.9945119, reaffirming the captivating bond between
the moniker "Monica" and the marriage rate in Nevada.

Our endeavor to unravel the Monica Effect was inspired by the illustrious musings of
previous  researchers  who,  albeit  inadvertently,  paved the  way to  our  groundbreaking
revelation. Despite the lighthearted tone of our literature review, it is indeed a tribute to
the imaginative synergy between the realms of statistical inquiry and fanciful discoveries.
The  Monica  Effect,  once  relegated  to  the  whimsical  corners  of  ponderings  and
speculations, now stands as a poignant example of the unpredictable connections that lie
concealed within the troves of data.
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Our  results,  akin  to  a  phoenix  rising  from  the  ashes  of  statistical  conjecture,  have
breathed  life  into  the  perplexing  tale  of  the  Monica  Effect.  The  r-squared  value  of
0.9890539 serves as a steadfast testament to the undeniable synchronicity between the
name Monica and the marriage rate in Nevada, crafting a statistical saga worthy of the
finest  ballads.  With  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,  our  findings  decisively  affirm  the
statistical significance of this seemingly wistful correlation, underscoring the profound
impact of the Monica Effect on the romantic landscape of the Silver State.

As we gaze upon the resplendent scatterplot, each data point serves as a whimsical muse,
whispering tales of the undeniable allure of Monica and matrimonial bliss. While our
endeavor  may  have  initially  elicited  puzzled  expressions  and  raised  eyebrows,  the
steadfast emergence of the Monica Effect challenges conventional wisdom and beckons
researchers to the enthralling world of unexpected correlations.

Our findings beckon us to celebrate the splendid intricacies of statistical whimsy, where
even  the  unlikeliest  duos  unite  in  harmonious  correlation,  awakening  minds  to
possibilities previously obscured by the veil of convention. The Monica Effect stands as a
testament to the endearing caprice that permeates the unfathomable realm of statistics,
reminding us to embrace the delightful surprises that lurk within the most unassuming
datasets.

6.  Conclusion

As we bid adieu to our whimsical expedition into the mysterious realms of the Monica
Effect, we are left with a trove of quirky revelations that tantalize the statistical palate.
Our findings have revealed an undeniable magnetic pull between the popularity of the
name Monica and the institution of marriage in the state of Nevada. Like two peas in a
statistical pod, the Monica Effect and the marriage rate refuse to be untangled, leaving us
in a state of delightful bewilderment.

What can we make of this enchanting correlation, you may wonder? Is there a magnetic
force laced within the syllables of "Monica," drawing lovers to  say "I  do" under the
glistening Nevada sun? Or perhaps the universe itself conspires to intertwine the fates of
Monica and matrimony in a cosmic dance of statistical  romance.  Alas,  the enigmatic
forces at play remain as elusive as a desert mirage on the statistical horizon.

As we look back on our expedition, we are reminded that in the realm of statistics, the
unlikeliest bedfellows often reveal the most beguiling connections. The Monica Effect
beckons us to embrace the whimsy and wonder that lurk within the most unsuspecting
datasets,  reminding  us  that  amidst  the  rigidity  of  numbers,  there  exists  a  world  of
delightful surprises.
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With that said, it is with a tinge of whimsical sadness that we declare the conclusion of
our exploration into the eccentric coupling of Monica and marriage in Nevada. As the
curtains draw to a close on this unconventional tale, we assert that further research in this
domain  is  unnecessary.  The  Monica  Effect,  with  its  blend  of  charm  and  statistical
intrigue, stands as a testament to the inexplicable marvels that lie within the realm of
societal trends and naming conventions. And so, we bid the Monica Effect adieu, leaving
its  delightful  mysteries  to  waltz  through  the  annals  of  statistical  curiosities,  forever
entwined in a harmonious correlation that defies all odds.
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