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In this paper, we present the results of an inquisitive investigation into the
surprising connection between the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in
Architecture and related services and the frequency of Google searches for the
harrowing phrase 'attacked by a squirrel.’ With a nod to the acorn-toting neighbors
of architectural splendor, we delved into a decade's worth of data from the National
Center for Education Statistics and Google Trends to uncover this unexpected
correlation. Our findings reveal a remarkably high correlation coefficient of
0.8731619 and an impressively significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the period
spanning 2012 to 2021. This connection offers food for thought, much like the
industrious squirrels gathering their wits and nuts for winter; it prompts us to
ponder the potential factors at play behind such an unforeseen relationship. The
unexpected link between architectural education and squirrel-related curious
queries beckons further investigation, challenging us to untangle this enigmatic web
of statistical significance and arboreal critters. Our research serves as a reminder
that even the most seemingly unrelated phenomena might, indeed, have more in
common than meets the eye. As our data suggest, when it comes to architectural
pursuits and squirrel shenanigans, there might just be more to unpack than initially
anticipated.

As the old saying goes, "When it comes to
architecture and squirrels, there's more than
meets the eye - it's all about building a nest
egg." In this paper, we embark on a
lighthearted yet statistically rigorous
exploration of the intriguing relationship
between the number of Bachelor's degrees

awarded in Architecture and related services
and the frequency of Google searches for the
rather unconventional query, 'attacked by a
squirrel.”" It is a tale of two seemingly
disparate domains - one characterized by
blueprints and design principles, and the
other by bushy-tailed critters with a
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penchant for acorn mischief. To uncover this
unexpected correlation, akin to the squirrel
scurrying through the trees, we conducted a
thorough analysis using data from the
National Center for Education Statistics and
Google Trends. Our aim is not just to
entertain, but to enlighten, as we unravel the
intertwined narrative between architectural
education and arboreal antics.

The idea that pursuing a degree in
architecture could potentially lead one down
a path that intersects with tales of squirrel
encounters may seem as far-fetched as a
squirrel storing nuts for a rainy day, but our
findings tell a different story. It's as if the
squirrel said to the architect, "Let's build
some equity together, shall we?"

Our in-depth statistical analysis has revealed
a strikingly high correlation coefficient of
0.8731619 and a remarkably significant p-
value of less than 0.01 over the period from
2012 to 2021. This discovery is as surprising
as stumbling upon a well-hidden stash of
acorns - it certainly piques one's curiosity
and leaves us grappling with the question:
"What do architecture and squirrel tussles
have in common, after all?" Our research
serves as a reminder that even the most
unexpected pairings, much like a squirrel
and a bird feeder, can shed light on hidden
patterns and associations. It seems that in the
world of statistics, we should always remain
as vigilant as a squirrel guarding its precious
cache of nuts.

As we delve into the quirky world of our
findings, we invite you to join us on this
statistical journey, where the unexpected
convergence of architectural education and
peculiar squirrel-related queries continues to
defy conventional wisdom. So, hold onto
your hard hats and keep an eye out for any

bushy-tailed statisticians - the adventure is
just beginning!

Prior research

The authors find in "Smith et al." a sobering
exploration of the factors contributing to the
rise in Bachelor's degrees awarded in
Architecture and related services over the
past decade. Their analysis delves into the
societal, economic, and educational drivers
behind this trend, shedding light on the
increasing relevance of architectural
education in contemporary society. Quite
like building a solid foundation for a
structure, their work provides a sturdy basis
for understanding the academic landscape of
architecture.

In "Doe and Jones," a comprehensive study
examines the nuances of Google search
trends and the evolving nature of online
queries. Their findings reveal intriguing
shifts in the types of searches conducted and
offer wvaluable insights into the online
behaviors of individuals. The correlation
between Google searches for 'attacked by a
squirrel' and educational pursuits in
architecture emerges as an unexpected twist
in the virtual tale of internet exploration.

Moving from scholarly research to non-
fiction literature, "The Architecture of
Happiness" by Alain de Botton offers a
reflective journey into the profound impact
of architectural design on human emotions.
This  exploration of aesthetics and
architectural philosophy invites readers to
contemplate the intricate relationship
between built environments and personal
well-being, much like the unexpected
connection between architectural degrees
and squirrel-related claims. Unveiling the
architecture of humor, the book could also
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be aptly titled "The Joy of Squirrely
Encounters."

In the fictional realm, "The Fountainhead"
by Ayn Rand and "The Devil in the White
City" by Erik Larson illuminate the
intertwining narratives of architecture,
ambition, and unforeseen occurrences. The
characters' triumphs and tribulations reflect
the complexities of pursuing architectural
greatness, much like the surprising saga of
encountering furry foes in the midst of
educational endeavors. It's as if the
protagonist turned to the architect and
mused, "Where there's a will, there's a
'whey."

Venturing into unconventional sources, the
back of a shampoo bottle revealed a peculiar
yet oddly relevant set of instructions
regarding lathering, rinsing, and repeating—
an unexpected twist that mirrors the
unconventional link between architectural
education and squirrel-related anecdotal
accounts. This unorthodox approach to
literature review, much like the capricious
capers of squirrels, challenges traditional
research norms and raises eyebrows in
unexpected ways. It's as if the shampoo
bottle whispered, "The frothy frolic of
academia is but a lather away."

Approach

To delve into the curious nexus between
Bachelor's degrees awarded in Architecture
and related services and Google searches for
'attacked by a squirrel,’ we embarked on an
academically rigorous yet delightfully
whimsical research endeavor. Our data
collection, akin to a squirrel scurrying about
collecting acorns, spanned the years 2012 to
2021 and drew from the prodigious

resources of the National Center for
Education Statistics and Google Trends.

Our first step in this rambunctious statistical
escapade involved obtaining data on the
number of Bachelor's degrees conferred in
Architecture and related services from the
National Center for Education Statistics. We
meticulously combed through this treasure
trove of educational information, much like
a squirrel seeking out the best nuts for
winter storage. This data allowed us to track
the annual fluctuations in the conferral of
architectural degrees over the decade under
scrutiny.

Next, we scurried over to Google Trends to
procure the frequency of searches for
'attacked by a squirrel' over the same period.
Much like a squirrel navigating the
branches, we carefully sifted through the
data to capture the ebbs and flows of public
interest in squirrel-related mishaps. This
peculiar inquiry served as a whimsical yet
remarkably telling measure of the cultural
fascination with squirrel encounters and, we
dare say, a delightful departure from the
usual metrics of scholarly exploration.

Once our intrepid data gathering was
complete, we hunkered down with our trusty
statistical analyses to uncover the hidden
patterns amidst the branches of our findings.
Employing techniques as precise as a
squirrel's paws cracking open an acorn, we
calculated correlation coefficients and p-
values to reveal the strength and significance
of the relationship between degrees in
architecture and squirrel-based queries. Our
statistical toolbox included methods such as
linear regression and time series analysis,
expertly wielded to unveil the unexpected
link between these seemingly disparate
domains.
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By putting our findings through the rigorous
paces of hypothesis testing and validation,
we sought to shed light on this charming yet
confounding connection. Our statistical
odyssey, akin to a squirrel's relentless
pursuit of sustenance, has led us to an
enchanting intersection where architectural
pursuits and squirrel shenanigans converge.
In doing so, we aspire to inspire the same
sense of marvel and whimsy that a spirited
squirrel bounding through the treetops
evokes in those who pause to observe its
playful capers.

Results

The results of our investigation into the
correlation between the number of
Bachelor's degrees awarded in Architecture
and related services and the frequency of
Google searches for 'attacked by a squirrel’
yielded a correlation coefficient of
0.8731619, with an r-squared value of
0.7624118, and a p-value of less than 0.01.
This statistically significant connection
suggests that there is more to this
relationship than meets the eye, much like a
squirrel's carefully hidden trove of acorns
that leaves us wondering how they manage
to find them all.

The scatterplot depicted in Figure 1
illustrates the robust association between the
two variables, akin to the meticulous
planning and precision required in
constructing a sturdy squirrel-proof bird
feeder. The data points align with striking
coherence, much like the alignment of
squirrels on a tree branch, and serve as a
visual testament to the unexpected nexus we
have uncovered.

The  strong  correlation  coefficient,
comparable to a squirrel's firm grip on a tree

trunk, highlights the compelling relationship
between the pursuit of architectural
knowledge and the seemingly unrelated
curiosity about squirrel encounters. This
bond prompts us to contemplate the
underlying factors driving this unexpected
association, much like pondering the
motivation behind a squirrel's acrobatic feats
in pursuit of its next meal.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings offer an intriguing insight into
the unanticipated convergence of
architectural education and the allure of
squirrel-related inquiries, akin to stumbling
upon a squirrel nest in the most unexpected
location. It leaves us musing on the parallels
between these seemingly disparate domains,
much like a squirrel contemplating the most
efficient path to its favorite oak tree.

The substantial correlation we identified
encourages further exploration into this
captivating connection, giving us reason to
stay as persistent in our pursuit of answers
as a determined squirrel on a quest for the
perfect nesting spot. This unexpected
statistical relationship serves as a whimsical
reminder that, in the tangled world of data
analysis, there may be more common
ground between fields than first meets the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



eye - just like spotting a squirrel in an
unexpected place.

Discussion of findings

The unexpectedly strong correlation
between the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded in Architecture and related services
and the frequency of Google searches for
'attacked by a squirrel' offers a tantalizing
opportunity to unravel the underlying factors
driving this unlikely relationship. Our
findings corroborate the prior research by
Smith et al., elucidating the increasing
relevance of architectural education in
contemporary society. Just as building a
solid foundation is crucial for a sturdy
structure, our results suggest that pursuing
architectural knowledge may also be
associated  with  the likelihood of
encountering squirrel-related challenges,
much like how the architect insisted on
using only "high quality materials"—after
all, no one wants a nuts and bolts operation.
In the context of online queries, the work of
Doe and Jones sheds light on the evolving
nature of internet searches - a context in
which the unexpected link between
architectural degrees and squirrel-related
claims emerges as an unexpected twist. As if
the characters from "The Fountainhead"
suddenly found themselves in a pesky
squirrel's 'domain’, our statistical analyses
have wuncovered a surprising parallel
between architectural pursuits and squirrel
shenanigans.

The significant correlation coefficient and p-
value we obtained echo the meticulous
precision required in constructing a reliable
statistical model - when it comes to
unraveling this scholarly puzzle, we
certainly aim to be as precise as a squirrel

planning its path to the nearest birdfeeder.
The robust association between the number
of architectural degrees awarded and Google
searches for 'attacked by a squirrel’ suggests
that beneath the seemingly disparate
domains lies a compelling nexus, much like
the reciprocal dance of a squirrel along a
tree branch. This statistical relationship
prompts us to ponder the parallels between
these unexpected domains, reminiscent of
the contemplative posture of a squirrel
weighing its acorn-laden options.

Our results not only affirm the unexpected
connection between architectural education
and the allure of squirrel-related queries but
also beckon further exploration into this
curious correlation. Just as a determined
squirrel persists in its quest for the perfect
nesting spot, our research urges us to persist
in untangling the enigmatic web of statistical
significance and arboreal critters. This
unexpected statistical relationship serves as
a whimsical reminder that in the tangled
world of data analysis, there may be more
common ground between fields than first
meets the eye - like spotting a squirrel in an
unexpected place, our findings prompt us to
approach  the  correlations  between
seemingly unrelated phenomena with a keen
eye and an open mind.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has shed light on
the unexpected and captivating relationship
between the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded in Architecture and related services
and the frequency of Google searches for
'attacked by a squirrel.' The statistically
significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8731619, with an r-squared value of
0.7624118 and a p-value of less than 0.01,
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has unveiled a connection that is as
intriguing as a squirrel's acrobatics.

This unanticipated nexus invites us to
ponder the profound question: what is it
about architectural education that seems to
captivate  the  curiosity  of  those
contemplating squirrel encounters? It's as if
the architect and the squirrel share a mutual
interest in crafting a nest for their future
aspirations - one with bricks and mortar, and
the other with twigs and leaves.

The scatterplot in Figure 1 paints a vivid
picture of this surprising correlation, much
like a detailed architectural blueprint,
guiding us through the intriguing landscape
where spheres of academia and arboreal
escapades intersect. The alignment of the
data points is as precise as a squirrel's leap
from one tree branch to another, illustrating
the striking coherence of this unanticipated
relationship.

As we wrap up our findings, we leave you
with this thought: why did the squirrel major
in architecture? Because it wanted to master
the art of building the perfect nest! This
lighthearted conclusion aside, our research
highlights the unexpected connections that
can emerge from statistical analysis, urging
us to remain as vigilant as a squirrel
guarding its precious cache of nuts.

In light of these substantial findings, we
assert that no further research in this area is
needed. As sure-footed as a squirrel
navigating a maze of tree branches, our
study has unraveled the enigmatic link
between architectural education and
squirrel-related queries, bringing a touch of
whimsy to the world of statistical analysis.

Our research serves as a reminder that when
it comes to unraveling the mysteries of the

statistical universe, one should always
expect the unexpected - much like
unexpectedly encountering a squirrel in an
urban jungle.
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