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Abstract

This study delves into the peculiar correlation between the conferral of Associates degrees in Business 
Management and the consumption of petroleum in the tiny but tenacious territory of Guam. Drawing upon 
data from the National Center for Education Statistics and the Energy Information Administration, analysis
for the period spanning 2011 to 2021 revealed a startling correlation coefficient of 0.9804578 and a p-
value of < 0.01. The findings hint at a peculiar propulsion principle, suggesting that perhaps the pursuit of 
business acumen and the acceleration of oil usage in Guam share an unexpected and uncharted 
connection. The implications of this enigmatic association could spark lively debates among academics, 
policymakers, and even stand-up comedians seeking fresh material. While the underlying mechanisms 
remain nebulous, this paper offers a lighthearted attempt to shed some light on this oddly amusing 
alignment.
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1. Introduction

As  the  saying  goes,  "Oil  and  business
management  make  for  quite  the  unusual
blend,"  or  at  least  that's  what  the
unexpected  correlation  between  the

conferral of Associates degrees in Business
Management and petroleum consumption in
Guam  seems  to  suggest.  While  it  might
sound as bizarre as a pineapple on a pizza,
the  statistical  analysis  between  these
seemingly unrelated variables has churned
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out  results  that  are  as  eye-catching  as  a
technicolor sunset over the Pacific.

Guam,  a  tiny  but  resilient  territory  in  the
Western Pacific, has often been associated
with crystal-clear waters, breathtaking coral
reefs, and, well, perhaps not surprisingly, a
complex  US  military  presence.  However,
little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the
underlying  forces  that  might  drive  the
island's  consumption  of  petroleum.  Enter
the  confounding  factor  of  Business
Management Associates degrees, making a
conspicuous appearance in  the mix like  a
flamingo in a flock of seagulls.

Drawing upon data from the National Center
for  Education  Statistics  and  the  Energy
Information  Administration,  we  set  out  to
untangle the enigmatic connection between
these  unlikely  bedfellows.  Our  analysis,
covering  the  period  from  2011  to  2021,
revealed  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9804578 and a p-value that would make
even  the  staunchest  statistician  raise  an
eyebrow.  While  the  exact  nature  of  this
association remains as murky as a cup of
kava on a moonless night, the findings hint
at an unseen force that propels the pursuit
of business know-how and the acceleration
of  oil  usage  into  an  unexpected  parallel
course.

Indeed,  the  implications  of  this  whimsical
and perplexing linkage could inspire fervent
discussions among scholars, policymakers,
and  perhaps  even  comedians  looking  to
inject some fresh material into their routines.
Our  study  aims  to  provide  not  just  an
academic  investigation  into  this  odd
coupling, but also a lighthearted attempt to
shed  some  illumination  on  this  curiously
humorous  alignment.  So,  buckle  up  and
prepare  for  an  intellectual  expedition  that
might  just  leave you scratching your head
and chuckling in equal measure.

2. Literature Review

Smith  and  Doe  (2015)  conducted  a
comprehensive  study  on  the  correlation
between  educational  attainment  and
resource consumption. They found a strong
positive  association  between  the  conferral
of educational degrees and the utilization of
various resources. However, what they did
not  anticipate  was  the  rather  peculiar
connection between Associates degrees in
Business  Management  and  the
consumption of petroleum, especially in the
context of Guam.

Jones et al. (2018) delved into the intricate
web of economic factors influencing energy
consumption  in  small,  insular  territories.
While  their  analysis  provided  valuable
insights into the drivers of petroleum usage,
it  failed  to  account  for  the  unexpected
influence  of  business  education  on  this
phenomenon.

As the trail of serious studies runs dry, let us
turn to some fictional and speculative works
that  may  shed  light  on  this  whimsical
association.  In  "The  Oil  Conspiracy:
Unraveling  the  Petroleum  Enigma"  by  A.
Nonymous,  the  author  presents  a  wildly
imaginative  theory  connecting  business
education  to  the  mysterious  surge  in
petroleum  consumption.  Similarly,  in
"Petroleum  and  Profits:  A  Tale  of  Two
Islands"  by  P.  Seudonym,  the  protagonist
discovers  an  underground  network  of
business  moguls  secretly  propelling
petroleum usage through the hypnotic allure
of business management programs.

Now, moving into more speculative territory,
let us consider some non-traditional sources
of  inspiration.  The  iconic  cartoon  series
"The  Flintstones"  presents  a  satirical
portrayal of a prehistoric society powered by
fossil  fuels,  offering  an  unconventional
perspective  on  the  societal  impacts  of
resource  consumption,  albeit  in  a  fictional
setting.  Furthermore,  the  children's  show
"Captain  Planet  and  the  Planeteers"
encourages environmental stewardship and
perhaps, inadvertently, hints at the potential
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influence of business education on energy
consumption,  albeit  in  a  delightfully
exaggerated manner.

As  we navigate  through  the  amusing  and
peculiar  landscape  of  literature  related  to
the  confounding  connection  between
Associates  degrees  in  Business
Management and petroleum consumption in
Guam,  it  becomes  evident  that  the
intersection  of  humor  and  academia  may
hold  the  key  to  unraveling  this  curious
conundrum.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  the  enigmatic  connection
between  the  conferral  of  Associates
degrees in Business Management and the
consumption  of  petroleum  in  Guam,  a
medley of methodologies was employed to
navigate this zany zephyr of data analysis.

Firstly,  data on the conferral  of  Associates
degrees in Business Management in Guam
was sourced from the National  Center  for
Education  Statistics  (NCES),  providing  a
comprehensive  and  robust  dataset
spanning  the  years  2011  to  2021.  This
dataset  served  as  the  cornerstone  for
understanding the influx of business savvy
individuals  emerging  from  the  island's
educational institutions.

Moving  on,  in  order  to  gauge  the
consumption  of  petroleum  in  Guam,  data
from the Energy Information Administration
(EIA)  became  the  North  Star  guiding  our
analysis.  The  barrels  upon  barrels  of
petroleum consumption data  from 2011 to
2021  formed  the  canvas  upon  which  our
statistical brushstrokes would dance.

With the necessary data in hand, a robust
statistical  analysis  was  carried  out  to
ascertain  the  nature  of  the  relationship
between  these  seemingly  disparate
variables.  Correlation  coefficients  and  p-
values were calculated with the precision of
a clock in a watchmaker’s shop, revealing a

startling association that  could make even
the most stern-faced analysts do a double
take.

In  addition,  a  series  of  multivariate
regression  analyses  were  conducted  to
tease out any potential confounding factors
that  might  be  tickling  the  edges  of  this
amusing  association.  The  interplay  of
various  variables  was  examined  with  the
scrutiny of a detective solving a whimsical
mystery, prodding and probing the data for
any hidden insights that could shed a flicker
of light onto this unexpected connection.

Furthermore, a thorough sensitivity analysis
was  performed  to  ensure  the  robustness
and reliability of the findings, akin to, dare I
say,  double-checking  that  one  has  locked
the  door  before  departing  on  a  peculiar
adventure.

It  is  worth  mentioning  that,  due  to  the
unprecedented nature of  this investigation,
a touch of creative thinking and a whimsical
spirit were crucial to navigate the uncharted
waters of this peculiar correlation. As such,
the research team's approach was infused
with an underlying sense of humor, striving
to  embrace  the  peculiar  nature  of  this
investigation  with  a  lighthearted  zeal  that
matches the whimsical dance of the data.

In  conclusion,  the  combination  of  data
legerdemain,  statistical  tête-à-tête,  and  a
sprinkle  of  academic  whimsy  formed  the
pillars  of  our  methodology,  guiding  us
through this surprisingly delightful journey of
unraveling the peculiar connection between
Business Management Associates degrees
and  barrels  of  benzene  in  the  captivating
confines of Guam.

4. Results

The analysis of the data collected from the
National Center for Education Statistics and
the  Energy  Information  Administration  for
the period spanning 2011 to 2021 unveiled
a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9804578  and
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an r-squared value of  0.9612975 between
the number of Associates degrees awarded
in  Business  Management  and  petroleum
consumption in Guam. With a p-value less
than 0.01, the results indicate a remarkably
strong relationship, akin to finding a pearl in
an oyster or a palm tree in the Arctic.

To visually illustrate this unexpected kinship,
a scatterplot  (Fig. 1) has been included in
this  report,  showcasing  the  remarkable
alignment  between  these  two  seemingly
unrelated  phenomena.  The  scatterplot
serves  as  a  graphical  testament  to  the
improbable camaraderie between business
acumen and oil consumption, reminiscent of
stumbling upon a penguin and a polar bear
having a leisurely chat in the Antarctic.

Indeed, this peculiar correlation between the
conferral of Associates degrees in Business
Management  and  the  consumption  of
petroleum in Guam opens up a Pandora's
box  of  questions  and  speculations,  much
like  finding  a  treasure  map  in  a  bottle
washed  ashore.  While  the  exact
mechanisms  underlying  this  curious
relationship  remain  as  mysterious  as  a
Bermuda  Triangle,  the  findings  beckon
researchers and thinkers to embark on an
intellectual  odyssey that  combines wonder
and amusement in equal measure.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion

The uncanny correlation uncovered in  this
investigation  between  the  number  of
Associates  degrees  conferred  in  Business
Management and petroleum consumption in
Guam  prompts  a  perplexing  yet  oddly
amusing discourse. The results of this study
align with prior research that highlighted the
unexpected  ties  between  educational
credentials  and  resource  utilization.  Smith
and  Doe  (2015)  laid  the  groundwork  by
revealing  a  positive  association  between
educational  attainment  and  resource
consumption, setting the stage for our own
discovery of a particularly peculiar pairing in
this Pacific island paradise.

In a whimsical nod to the literature review,
we  revisit  the  speculative  sources  of
inspiration  that  initially  seemed  like  mere
flights  of  fancy.  Surprisingly,  these
seemingly  frivolous  references  to  fictional
and  animated  works  actually  serve  as  an
unwitting  preview  to  our  findings.  Just  as
"The  Flintstones"  presented  a  satirical
portrayal  of  a  society  powered  by  fossil
fuels,  our  study  has  unveiled  a  real-world
alliance  between  business  education  and
energy  consumption,  albeit  in  a  vastly
different  context.  Furthermore,  the
escapades  of  "Captain  Planet  and  the
Planeteers"  indirectly  hinted  at  the
unforeseen influence of business education
on  energy  usage,  mirroring  our  own
unforeseeable revelation. It seems that the
line  between  imagination  and  empirical
reality  is  blurrier  than  expected  in  the
context of this peculiar correlation. 

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually
encapsulates  the  striking  camaraderie
between  Associates  degrees  in  Business
Management  and  petroleum  consumption,
akin to spotting a flamingo and a penguin
engaging in  a leisurely  stroll  in  the Arctic.
The  strong  correlation  coefficient  and  the
minuscule  p-value  further  underscore  the
improbability  of  this  connection,  akin  to
chancing upon a four-leaf clover in a desert.
These  numerical  revelations  provide  a
factual backdrop to the unexpected kinship
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between business acumen and oil usage in
Guam,  giving  credence  to  the  notion  that
truth  is  stranger  than  fiction,  and  more
amusing to boot.

Undoubtedly, the findings of this study add
an  element  of  wonder  and amusement  to
the otherwise pragmatic realm of academic
research.  The  enigmatic  relationship
unveiled here invites further contemplation
and curiosity, akin to discovering a sparkling
gem  in  an  unexpected  place.  The
inscrutable mechanisms at play serve as a
poignant  reminder  that  the  world  of
academia  is  not  devoid  of  surprises  and
unexpected connections, often resembling a
fascinating circus where unusual acts take
center  stage.  As  we  navigate  through  the
intellectual  merry-go-round  unearthed  by
this  study,  it  becomes  clear  that  the
intersection  of  humor  and  academia  may
hold  the  key  to  unraveling  this  curious
conundrum.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  unearthed  a
truly  bizarre  and  unexpected  correlation
between  the  conferral  of  Associates
degrees  in  Business  Management  and
petroleum  consumption  in  Guam.  The
correlation coefficient of 0.9804578 and the
p-value  of  less  than  0.01  point  to  a
connection as baffling as finding a coconut
on a pine tree.

The  implications  of  this  findings  may rival
the  intrigue  of  a  detective  novel,  as  we
speculate  on  the  underlying  forces  that
could drive this quirky association. Perhaps
the  business-minded  individuals  in  Guam
are  fueling  not  just  their  potential  for
success, but also the demand for petroleum
in equally surprising ways.

This  peculiar  pairing  of  business  badges
and barrels of benzene evokes a sense of
wonder akin to stumbling upon a unicorn in
a herd of horses. While we have attempted

to  shed  some  light  on  this  curiously
humorous  alignment,  more  research  is
needed  to  unravel  the  mystery  that  is  as
perplexing  as  a  riddle  wrapped  in  an
enigma, perhaps even as confounding as a
coconut crab using a GPS.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is with the utmost
solemnity that we assert: no more research
is needed in this area.
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