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Abstract

In this study, we investigate the potential connection between UFO sightings in Nevada and the
number of hotel room check-ins in Las Vegas. Utilizing data from the National UFO Reporting
Center and the Las Vegas CONVENTION AND VISITORS AUTHORITY, we applied statistical
analysis to explore this unconventional relationship. Surprisingly, our findings reveal a high
correlation coefficient of 0.9157993 and p < 0.01 for the years 1975 to 2013, indicating a strong
positive association between UFO sightings and hotel room occupancy in the renowned desert
city. These intriguing results shed light on a phenomenon that is truly out of this world,
suggesting that the allure of extraterrestrial activity may indeed influence human behavior and
travel patterns. Our study not only contributes to the understanding of enigmatic UFO phenomena
but also serves as a reminder that even in the world of statistics, there may be more to
"unidentified" correlations than meets the eye.

1. Introduction

The enigma of unidentified flying objects (UFOs) has long captured the imaginations of
both believers and skeptics alike. From the mysterious lights in the night sky to the
unexplained aerial phenomena, the fascination with the possibility of extraterrestrial life
has permeated popular culture and scientific inquiry. At the same time, the glittering
metropolis of Las Vegas, known for its vibrant nightlife, world-class entertainment, and
sumptuous casinos, has beckoned travelers from near and far to partake in the allure of
Lady Luck.
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In this study, we embark on a statistical journey, aiming to unravel a peculiar relationship
— the link between UFO sightings in the deserts of Nevada and the bustling hotel room
check-ins in Las Vegas. While the association between these two seemingly disparate
phenomena may appear as elusive as a UFO itself, we sought to employ rigorous
statistical methods to shine the spotlight on this unusual correlation.

Our investigation delves into decades of UFO sighting reports, meticulously cataloged by
the National UFO Reporting Center, alongside the meticulously tracked hotel room
check-in data from the Las Vegas CONVENTION AND VISITORS AUTHORITY.
Through our rigorous data collection and meticulous analysis, we aim to shed light on
whether the mystical allure of alien visitations influences the earthly pursuits of leisure
and hospitality in the fabled city of Las Vegas.

As we embark on this statistical odyssey, we are mindful of the need for scientific rigor
and the inherent skepticism that shrouds unconventional hypotheses. Yet, in the pursuit of
knowledge, it is essential to remain receptive to the wondrous possibilities that statistical
analysis may unearth — including those that extend beyond the terrestrial realm. Thus,
with a twinkle of curiosity and a dose of statistical rigor, we present our findings on the
compelling relationship between UFO sightings in Nevada and the number of hotel room
check-ins in Las Vegas.

2. Literature Review

The potential relationship between unconventional phenomena and human behavior has
long piqued the curiosity of researchers. Smith et al. (2010) sought to explore the
correlation between celestial occurrences and terrestrial activities, laying the foundation
for unconventional statistical inquiry. Their study, "The Statistical Significance of
Anomalous Aerial Events," examined the intriguing interplay between UFO sightings and
societal behaviors, setting the stage for further investigation.

Building upon this framework, Doe (2015) delved into the domain of anomalous
statistical associations in his work, "Unconventional Correlations: A Statistical Odyssey."
Doe's comprehensive analysis not only challenged conventional statistical paradigms but
also hinted at the enigmatic potential for unearthly influences on human behavior.

Jones (2018) further advanced the understanding of unorthodox statistical relationships in
his publication, "Beyond the Ordinary: An Investigation into Paranormal Correlations."
Jones' study unraveled the intricate connections between extraordinary phenomena and
mundane human activities, paving the way for our current exploration of the
unconventional link between UFO sightings in Nevada and Las Vegas hotel room check-
ins.
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However, as we venture into the uncharted territory of UFO sightings and hotel room
occupancy, it is essential to acknowledge the influence of popular culture on the
perception of extraterrestrial encounters. Works such as "The UFO Phenomenon: Fact,
Fantasy, and Disinformation" by John Michael Greer (2003) and "Area 51: An
Uncensored History" by Annie Jacobsen (2011) have contributed to the dissemination of
UFO lore, blurring the line between fact and fiction. While these publications may not
align with traditional scholarly research, they underscore the pervasive impact of UFO
mythology on public consciousness.

In addition to scholarly literature, anecdotal evidence from social media platforms has
brought attention to the peculiar intersection of UFO sightings and tourism in Nevada.
Twitter user @AlienEnthusiast21 posted, "Just saw a UFO in the Nevada desert, headed
straight to Vegas for a «close encounter with the slot machines!
#Extraterrestrial Adventure.” Although such online remarks may not hold the rigor of
formal research, they illuminate the interplay between sensational experiences and
terrestrial escapades in the context of our investigation.

As we synthesize the diverse array of literature and cultural discourse surrounding UFO
phenomena, we are reminded that the statistical realm, much like the boundless cosmos,
is ripe with the potential for unexpected discoveries. With this multidimensional
perspective, we set the stage for our empirical analysis of the peculiar correlation
between UFO sightings in Nevada and the number of hotel room check-ins in Las Vegas.

3. Research Approach

To evaluate the potential connection between UFO sightings in Nevada and the number
of hotel room check-ins in Las Vegas, our research team embarked on an intricate and
otherworldly journey through the realms of statistical analysis. We sourced data spanning
the years 1975 to 2013 from the National UFO Reporting Center and the Las Vegas
CONVENTION AND VISITORS AUTHORITY, combining these tantalizing sources to
illuminate the dark corners of this mysterious relationship.

First, we carefully combed through the extensive UFO sighting reports from the National
UFO Reporting Center. Like intrepid cosmic detectives, we scrutinized descriptions of
unexplained aerial phenomena, ensuring that only the most enigmatic sightings made
their way into our analysis. Of course, we couldn't resist indulging in the occasional
speculative pondering about intergalactic travelers checking into their own version of a
"star"-rated accommodation.

Next, we turned our attention to the labyrinthine records of hotel room check-ins
provided by the Las Vegas CONVENTION AND VISITORS AUTHORITY - a treasure
trove of earthly data that led us through the bustling corridors of hospitality in Sin City.
At times, the sheer magnitude of hotel occupancy figures and the ins and outs of travel

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



patterns evoked a sense of awe, reminding us of the bustling comings and goings akin to
a cosmic migration — albeit with a bit more luggage and fewer encounters of the third
kind.

With these datasets in hand, we employed advanced statistical methods to quantify the
relationship between UFO sightings in Nevada and Las Vegas hotel room check-ins.
Through a rigorous analysis that neither the cosmic nor casual observer would take
lightly, we calculated correlation coefficients, tested for statistical significance, and
conducted time-series analyses to conduct a comprehensive exploration of this celestial
and terrestrial alliance.

In addition, we must acknowledge the serendipitous cosmic alignment that allowed us to
uncover these revelatory findings. As we channeled our inner statistical sleuths, the
atypical nature of our investigation dawned on us, reminding us that the statistical
universe might hold secrets far beyond our terrestrial expectations. This exhilarating
journey into the unknown not only broadened our statistical horizons but also invigorated
our appreciation for the exceptional and extraordinary within the often mundane world of
empirical inquiry.

4. Findings

The analysis of the relationship between UFO sightings in Nevada and the number of
hotel room check-ins in Las Vegas yielded intriguing results. For the time period of 1975
to 2013, a strong positive correlation coefficient of 0.9157993 was observed, indicating a
robust relationship between the two variables. Furthermore, the coefficient of
determination (r-squared) was found to be 0.8386884, suggesting that approximately
83.9% of the variability in hotel room check-ins can be explained by the variability in
UFO sightings. This finding underscores the substantial influence of UFO sightings on
the influx of visitors to the famous Las Vegas hotels.

The significance of this connection was further emphasized by the p-value, which was
found to be less than 0.01, indicating that the observed correlation is highly unlikely to
have occurred by random chance. Indeed, it seems that the extraterrestrial allure has a
palpable impact on the earthly pursuits of travelers in Las Vegas.

To visually convey the strength of this association, Figure 1 presents a scatterplot
illustrating the positive relationship between UFO sightings in Nevada and the number of
hotel room check-ins in Las Vegas. The data points cluster tightly around a positive trend,
exemplifying the compelling connection between these unanticipated variables. The
figure not only serves as a visualization of our findings but also adds a touch of cosmic
intrigue to our statistical analysis.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These noteworthy results not only offer compelling evidence of the influence of UFO
sightings on travel patterns but also spotlight the enigmatic interplay between the
otherworldly and the terrestrial in shaping human behavior. Our study adds a unique
dimension to the understanding of the convergence of unexplained phenomena and
human activities and paves the way for further exploration into the celestial influences on
earthly affairs.

5. Discussion on findings

The findings of our study not only substantiate prior research but also open the door to a
galaxy of stimulating possibilities. The remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.9157993
between UFO sightings in Nevada and hotel room check-ins in Las Vegas reinforces the
notion that unexplained aerial phenomena have a tangible impact on human behavior.
These results echo the pioneering work of Smith et al. (2010) and Doe (2015), who
initially ventured into the unorthodox realm of statistical relationships between the
celestial and the terrestrial. While their investigations may have seemed as elusive as a
spacecraft in the night sky, our study provides empirical support for the notion that
unconventional influences can, indeed, leave a statistical fingerprint on mundane human
activities.

Building upon the enigmatic foundation laid by Jones (2018), our findings offer a
compelling glimpse into the uncharted statistical cosmos of UFO interactions. The
coefficient of determination (r-squared) of 0.8386884 further reinforces the robustness of
the association between UFO sightings and hotel room check-ins, showcasing that a
substantial 83.9% of the variability in visits to Las Vegas hotels can be accounted for by
the variability in UFO sightings. To put it simply, it appears that when it comes to filling
hotel rooms, the extraterrestrial factor is anything but extraneous.
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It is essential to acknowledge the influence of popular culture on the perception of
extraterrestrial encounters, as highlighted by Greer (2003) and Jacobsen (2011). What
may have initially seemed like a flight of fancy has manifested as a statistically
significant correlation, providing a tantalizing rationale for the allure of unidentified
aerial phenomena.

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 underscores the statistical certainty of our
findings, assuring us that the observed relationship is not merely a statistical fluke. The
scatterplot depicting the positive relationship between UFO sightings and hotel room
check-ins not only captures the essence of our results but also adds a touch of cosmic
intrigue to our statistical exposition, proving once and for all that the statistical realm is
anything but terrestrial.

In conclusion, our study contributes a celestial twist to the saga of statistical inquiry,
revealing that the allure of the unknown can indeed leave an indelible mark on the
empirical landscape. As we peer into the cosmic statistical expanse, it is apparent that
there is much more to the mysteries of UFO sightings and hotel room check-ins than
meets the telescope.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our statistical investigation has unearthed a remarkable and statistically
significant connection between UFO sightings in the Nevada skies and the influx of
visitors to the opulent hotels of Las Vegas. The robust positive correlation coefficient and
the compelling coefficient of determination highlight the substantial influence of
extraterrestrial phenomena on the earthly pursuits of leisure and hospitality in the
renowned desert city.

The visual depiction of the relationship in Figure 1 not only reveals a tight cluster of data
points but also adds a cosmic flair to our analysis, reminding us that even in the realm of
statistical inquiry, there may be more than meets the eye — or telescope, in this case. The
palpable impact of UFO sightings on hotel room check-ins raises intriguing questions
about the unseen forces that shape human behavior and travel choices, adding a touch of
celestial mystique to the bustling streets of Las Vegas.

While our findings shed light on this enigmatic correlation, it also sparks further curiosity
about the ways in which the allure of the unknown influences our terrestrial pursuits. As
we reflect on the unearthed connection, one cannot help but wonder if the truth is out
there. Perhaps, for now, it may be best to enjoy the statistical marvel we have uncovered
and leave the extraterrestrial conspiracies to the UFO enthusiasts and the next season of
"The X-Files."
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In closing, it is our fervent hope that this study not only enriches the field of statistical
analysis but also serves as a delightful reminder that sometimes, the truth may indeed be
stranger than fiction. With that being said, it may be time to put this particular
otherworldly inquiry to rest and focus our statistical gaze on more earthly phenomena.
There are plenty of statistical equations on terra firma waiting to be solved, and as for the
extraterrestrial mysteries — well, for now, our statistical curiosity has been duly satisfied.
No further research on the connection between UFO sightings and Las Vegas hotel room
check-ins appears to be warranted at this time.
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