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Abstract

It's no surprise that politicians strive to win over as many
voters  as  possible  -  even  those  with uncommon names
like Joelle.  In this study, we delved into the perplexing
relationship  between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Joelle and the votes received by Libertarian candidates for
Senate  in  Alaska.  Drawing  upon  US  Social  Security
Administration data and MIT Election Data and Science
Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  we  explored  electoral  results
from  1986  to  2016,  uncovering  a  striking  correlation
coefficient of 0.9564081 and a significant p-value of less
than 0.01. So, what's in a name? As it turns out, quite a
lot, especially when it comes to political  preferences in
the  Last  Frontier  state.  Our  findings  shed  light  on  the
quirky  nuances  of  voter  behavior,  prompting  a  deeper
contemplation of the idiosyncrasies that drive democracy.
So, the next time you encounter a Joelle, remember - there
may just be an entire political movement tethered to that
moniker!

1. Introduction

From  the  dawn  of  time,  humanity  has  been
fascinated  by  the  power  of  names.  Whether  it's
pondering the significance of our own given names
or  chuckling  at  the  absurdity  of  certain  celebrity
baby names, the impact of nomenclature has always
been  a  source  of  subdued  intrigue.  Similarly,
elections  have long provided an endless supply of
captivating  data,  with  analysts  poring  over  voter
demographics  to decipher the mysterious  dance of
democracy.

In  the  pursuit  of  unraveling  this  tangled  web  of
human  behavior,  we  present  our  study  on  the
fascinating intersection of the name "Joelle" and the
libertarian leanings of voters in the rugged, untamed
wilderness  that  is  Alaska.  Picture  this:  a  land  of
majestic  glaciers,  towering  mountains,  and  a
population  seemingly  drawn  to  the  siren  song  of
liberty.  It  is  within  this  iconic  setting  that  we
endeavor  to  explore  the  connection—nay,  the
conflation—of Joelle's favor and libertarian votes for
Senate candidates.

Lest one assumes this to be a mere flight of fancy,
dear reader, let us assure you that every effort has
been made to  approach this  investigation with the
utmost  rigor  and academic gravitas.  At  the  outset,
skepticism may rear  its  ever-doubting  head,  much
like  the  proverbial  groundhog  peeking  out  of  its
burrow, but as we navigate the labyrinthine passages
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of data and statistical analysis, our findings promise
to tickle the most ardent curiosity.

Ironically,  the  moniker  "Joelle,"  a  name  that  has
itself flitted at the periphery of notoriety, awaits its
moment in the academic sun. As we wade through
the numerical labyrinth and tease out the correlations
between  this  name's  favor  and  the  proclivities  of
Alaska's  electorate,  we  invite  you,  dear  reader,  to
join us on this curious escapade. Let us peel back the
layers  of  this  enigmatic  onion,  fully  aware  of  the
potential  for  watery  eyes  but  undeterred  in  our
pursuit of truth—no matter how pungent.

2. Literature Review

The  correlation  between  names  and  political
affiliations  has  intrigued  researchers  for  decades.
Smith et al. (2010) examined the influence of first
names  on  voter  turnout,  finding  a  modest  but
statistically  significant  association  between  certain
names  and  political  engagement.  Doe  and  Jones
(2014)  expanded  on  this  work,  delving  into  the
impact  of  uncommon  names  on  party  loyalty,
revealing  a  curious  pattern  of  allegiance  among
individuals  with  less  common  monikers.  These
studies, rooted in the empirical tradition of political
science,  provide  a  solid  foundation  for  our
exploration of the Joelle-Libertarian nexus.

Turning to the realm of popular non-fiction, Diving
into Data by M. Statistician and Numbers Don't Lie
by  A.  Analyst  offer  invaluable  insights  into  the
intricate  world  of  quantitative  analysis  and  the
interpretation  of  electoral  trends.  In  the  fiction
department,  Margaret  Atwood's  The  Handmaid's
Tale and George Orwell's  1984,  while not  directly
related to our topic, parallel themes of control and
individuality, reinforcing the significance of political
agency  and  personal  identity.  It  is  perhaps  in  the
synthesis of these academic and literary realms that
we  may find the key to  unraveling the enigma of
Joelle-itarianism.

In  the  ever-evolving  landscape  of  internet  culture,
one cannot overlook the meme-orable impact of the
"Keep  Calm  and  Vote  Libertarian  Joelle"  meme.
While  largely  satirical,  it  underscores  the
intersection  of  name  recognition  and  political
ideology  within  the  public  consciousness.

Furthermore, the "Distracted Joelle" meme, though
unrelated to politics, serves as a whimsical testament
to the versatility and ubiquity of the name Joelle in
contemporary digital discourse.

As  we  navigate  the  labyrinth  of  scholarship  and
popular culture, it becomes abundantly clear that the
significance  of  Joelle's  popularity  in  influencing
political  preferences  cannot  be  dismissed  lightly.
With these diverse sources in mind, we embark upon
our analysis with a sense of  scholarly rigor and a
healthy dose of humor, firmly grounded in the belief
that truth, like a good pun, often lies just beneath the
surface.

3. Methodology

Data Collection:

To commence  our  caper  into  the  tangled skein of
Joelle-itarian whims and libertarian voter sway, we
first amassed an extensive array of data. The primary
font  of  information  was  the  US  Social  Security
Administration, which served as the tranquil abode
of  all  things  nomenclature.  Here,  we  carefully
extracted  the  historical  popularity  of  the  name
"Joelle"  from  1986  to  2016,  akin  to  a  culinary
maestro extracting the essence from a bouquet garni.

In  parallel,  we  summoned the electoral  results  for
Senate races in Alaska from the MIT Election Data
and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse. Undoubtedly,
one  could  draw analogies  between  procuring  data
and  casting  a  net  into  the  unpredictable  ocean,
hoping  to  ensnare  the  elusive  mackerel  of  truth.
Should  one  fancy  the  image,  envision  us  as
buccaneers of academia, sailing the high seas of data
in search of electoral treasure.

Data Analysis:

With our plunder of  data secured,  we commenced
the perilous journey of statistical analysis. Our trusty
steeds on this expedition were the stalwart tools of
correlation  coefficient  and  p-value,  which  we
wielded  as  intrepid  navigators  through  the  stormy
seas of data deluge.

The connection between Joelle's ascendancy and the
libertarian  pull  of  Alaskan  voters  was  fathomed
using  Pearson's  correlation  coefficient.  We
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essentially sought to discern if the two variables, the
popularity of the name Joelle and libertarian votes
for  Senators,  danced  in  harmonious  lockstep  or
engaged in a discordant, offbeat waltz. This analysis,
dear  reader,  provided  the  numerical  flair  that
illuminated  the  nuanced  relationship  between
nomenclature and political preference.

Not  to  be  outdone,  the  p-value,  that  enigmatic
marker of statistical significance, cast its spell over
our  findings.  Like  a  mischievous  sprite  weaving
through  the  data  forest,  the  p-value  validated  our
discoveries  and  bestowed  upon  us  the  coveted
imprimatur of academic respectability.

It  is  worth  mentioning  that  amidst  this  statistical
choreography, we dutifully adhered to the principles
of rigorous sampling and unbiased analysis, ensuring
our results were not colored by the capricious winds
of chance.

In  conclusion,  our  methodological  odyssey  was  a
quest marked by steadfast determination, a flair for
the  dramatic,  and  a  penchant  for  extracting
significance  from  the  minutiae  of  data.  With  our
trusty tools in hand and the spirit of exploration in
our hearts, we emerged from this statistical sojourn
ready to unfurl  the  banner of  Joelle-itarian insight
before the academic audience.

4. Results

Upon scrutinizing the vast expanse of data collected
from the US Social Security Administration and the
MIT  Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,  Harvard
Dataverse,  it  becomes  evident  that  there  exists  a
remarkably  strong  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name  Joelle  and  the  votes
garnered by Libertarian candidates for Senate in the
state of Alaska. Our analysis revealed a correlation
coefficient  of  0.9564081,  signifying  a  potent
association  between  these  seemingly  incongruous
variables.  This  robust  correlation  is  further
confirmed  by  an  r-squared  value  of  0.9147165,
indicating  that  approximately  91.47%  of  the
variation in Libertarian votes for Senators in Alaska
can  be  explained  by  the  popularity  of  the  name
Joelle. To put it in simpler terms, the allure of the
name  "Joelle"  appears  to  have  woven  itself
intricately  into  the  fabric  of  Alaskan  political

preferences, much like a fine lace adorning a rugged
winter garment.

The  statistical  significance  of  our  findings  is
underscored  by  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,
emphatically  rejecting  the  null  hypothesis  and
cementing the substantive relationship between the
aforementioned variables.  This p-value serves as a
resounding declaration that the observed correlation
is not a mere quirk of random chance, but rather a
compelling  indication  of  a  genuine  connection.  In
other  words,  the  connection  between  Joelle's
popularity  and  the  penchant  for  libertarianism
amongst Alaskan voters is as palpable as the biting
chill of an Alaskan winter.

Furthermore,  the  scatterplot  presented  in  Figure  1
unequivocally  depicts  the  strong  positive
relationship  between  the  popularity  of  the  name
Joelle  and  the  proportion  of  Libertarian  votes
received by Senate candidates in Alaska. One cannot
help but marvel at the visual representation of this
intriguing  correlation,  and  it  serves  as  a  gentle
reminder  that  even the most  unassuming variables
can  weave  an  intricate  dance  in  the  realm  of
electoral dynamics. As they say, a picture is worth a
thousand words, and this scatterplot speaks volumes
about the intertwining of nomenclature and political
inclination in The Last Frontier.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  closing,  the  results  of  this  study  undeniably
highlight the enigmatic influence of a name in the
realm  of  politics,  unfolding  a  narrative  that  is  as
captivating  as  a  timeless  fable.  The  statistical
evidence gleaned from this research underscores the
intricate interplay between individual identities and
the collective political  ethos,  offering a tantalizing
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glimpse into the whimsical intricacies of democracy.
As we uncover the mystique of Joelle-itarianism, it
becomes  apparent  that  even  the  most  seemingly
whimsical elements can exert a profound impact on
the  tapestry  of  electoral  preferences.  This  study
encourages  a  whimsical  musing  on  the  thought-
provoking  whimsies  embedded  in  the  electoral
process,  prompting  a  fond  reflection  on  the
capricious cadence of democracy itself.

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  this  study  bring  to  light  the
captivating link between the popularity of the name
Joelle and the Libertarian votes for Senators in the
rugged political terrain of Alaska. Our results align
with prior research, including the work of Smith et
al. (2010) and Doe and Jones (2014), which hinted at
the influence of first names on political engagement
and  party  loyalty.  By  embodying  a  blend  of
academic  rigor  and  subtle  whimsy,  our  study
provides  empirical  support  for  the  notion  that,
indeed, there may be more to a name than meets the
eye,  or  as  Shakespeare  might  say,  "What's  in  a
name?  That  which  we  call  a  Joelle  by  any  other
name would vote as Libertarian."

The striking correlation coefficient of 0.9564081 and
the r-squared value of 0.9147165 found in our study
serve  as  delightful  validation  of  the  unexpected
connection  between  the  popularity  of  the  name
Joelle and the inclination towards libertarianism in
Alaska. This robust correlation, akin to discovering a
hidden  treasure  trove  in  a  statistical  landscape,
suggests  that  there  may  reside  a  subtle  but
compelling  influence  of  nomenclature  on  political
ideology,  much  like  finding  a  rare  herb  growing
amidst the tundra.

The  statistical  significance,  as  indicated  by  the  p-
value of less than 0.01, is a revelation as momentous
as chancing upon a breathtaking vista in the Alaskan
wilderness;  it  unequivocally  affirms  that  the
observed association is not a mere fluke, but rather a
substantial  revelation in  the  enigmatic interplay of
personal  identity  and  political  inclination.  This
profound  link  between  Joelle's  popularity  and
libertarianism in  Alaska  may be  as  unexpected  as
stumbling upon a glacier in a valley, yet it captivates
and beckons further  exploration into the  quirks  of

political  behavior,  much  like  uncovering  hidden
treasures in an uncharted territory.

In  sum,  our  findings  bolster  the  rich  tapestry  of
research  on  the  relationship  between  names  and
political  preferences,  painting  a  portrait  as
captivating  as  the  shimmering  auroras  gracing  the
Alaskan skies. As we delve further into the allure of
Joelle-itarianism,  we  are  reminded  that  even  the
most seemingly whimsical elements of our identities
can  shape  the  political  landscape  in  profound and
unexpected ways, much like a gentle breeze carrying
whispers of change across an open plain. This study
not  only adds a delightful  chapter  to  the  evolving
narrative of political science but also invites us to
revel  in  the  delightful  quirks  and  undocumented
splendors that await in the realm of academia.

6. Conclusion

In  demystifying  the  magnetic  pull  of  the  name
"Joelle"  on  the  political  predilections  of  Alaskan
voters,  this  study  has  delved  into  a  realm  as
quizzical as a riddle wrapped in an enigma. From the
statistical  depths  emerged  a  resounding  chorus  of
correlation, as the popularity of Joelle waltzed hand
in  hand  with  Libertarian  votes,  creating  a
harmonious  symphony  of  electoral  intrigue.  The
robust correlation coefficient and the p-value of less
than  0.01  underscore  the  undeniable  gravitational
force that Joelle exerts on the political compass of
the Last Frontier.

Now,  as  we  bask  in  the  glow  of  this  fascinating
revelation, it is apparent that further exploration of
Joelle-itarianism may yield a bounty of  whimsical
insights. However, with our findings illuminating the
idiosyncratic dance of democracy, it seems that the
bonanza  of  revelations  has  reached  its  crescendo.
Therefore, it is with a twinkle in our eyes and a nod
to the wondrous caprice of democracy that we assert,
in the immortal words of Elsa from "Frozen," "The
research  never  bothered  us  anyway."  Thus,  we
decree that the saga of Joelle-itarianism stands as a
charming  anecdote  of  statistical  peculiarity,
requiring no further scholarly pursuit.
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