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Abstract

In this hydro-politically charged study, we delve into the surprising correlation between the votes for the 
Democratic presidential candidate in South Dakota and the hydropower energy generated in El Salvador. 
Armed with data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy 
Information Administration, we embark on a wild journey to uncover if there's more than meets the eye in 
this unlikely political and energy dance. With a correlation coefficient of 0.8053368 and p < 0.01, our 
findings certainly make a splash. We navigate the political landscape and energy currents to reveal the 
intricate web of connections between seemingly unrelated phenomena. While the skeptics may attribute 
the correlation to mere coincidence, our research suggests that there's a flow of influence between 
electoral choices in South Dakota and the hydropower energy landscape in El Salvador. In this electrifying
study, we not only shed light on this unexpected connection but also illuminate the importance of 
considering multiple variables in analyzing complex socio-political and energy systems. So, join us in this 
refreshing exploration of hydro-political dynamics and energize your understanding of interconnected 
global phenomena.

Copyleft 2024 Institute for Research Advancement.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The  world  of  political  science  and  energy
economics  is  often  a  whirlpool  of  data,
theories,  and  unexpected  relationships.  In
this hydro-politically charged study, we dive
headfirst  into  the  curious  case  of  the
connection  between  votes  for  the
Democratic presidential candidate in South
Dakota  and  the  hydropower  energy
generated  in  El  Salvador.  As  researchers,

we are often encouraged to "think outside
the box," and in this case, we took it quite
literally,  venturing  beyond national  borders
and  across  disciplines  to  uncover  this
surprising correlation.

The  journey  to  unravel  this  hydro-political
mystery began with the realization that while
South Dakota may be famously known for
Mount Rushmore, pheasant hunting, and, of
course, its strong support for the agricultural
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sector,  its  influence  may  extend  beyond
state lines and into the hydropower energy
landscape of El Salvador. The intricate web
of  connections  between  seemingly
unrelated  phenomena  often  leaves
researchers  in  a  state  of  shock,  akin  to
electrical overload.

Armed with data from the MIT Election Data
and Science Lab,  Harvard Dataverse,  and
the  Energy  Information  Administration,  we
embarked on a wild and watery adventure
to determine if there's more than meets the
eye in this unexpected political and energy
dance. The data flowed like a mighty river,
guiding  us  through  statistical  eddies  and
political  rip  currents,  ultimately  leading  to
the beacon of correlation.

With a correlation coefficient  of  0.8053368
and p < 0.01, our findings certainly make a
splash.  The  statistical  significance  of  this
relationship practically shouted at us like a
waterfall  in  a  serene  forest,  impossible  to
ignore.  It's  as  if  the  data itself  whispered,
"Let me be your current guide to unveil the
hydro-political connection."

While  the  skeptics  may  attribute  the
correlation  to  mere  coincidence,  our
research  suggests  that  there's  a  certain
synergy,  a  certain  ebb  and  flow,  between
electoral  choices in South Dakota and the
hydropower  energy  landscape  in  El
Salvador.  This  unexpected  relationship
between  political  preference  and  energy
generation  sent  ripples  through  our
understanding of global interconnectedness,
leaving us in awe of the unseen influences
shaping our world.

In this electrifying study, we not only shed
light  on  this  unexpected  connection  –  we
also  illuminate  the  importance  of
considering  multiple  variables  in  analyzing
complex socio-political and energy systems.
So, join us in this refreshing exploration of
hydro-political dynamics, and together, let's
energize  our  understanding  of  the
interconnected  global  phenomena  that

power  the  world  –  both  literally  and
metaphorically.

2. Literature Review

The  surprising  correlation  between  the
votes  for  the  Democratic  presidential
candidate  in  South  Dakota  and  the
hydropower  energy  generated  in  El
Salvador  has sparked debates  and raised
eyebrows  in  academic  and  non-academic
circles alike. While this peculiar relationship
may seem like a chance alignment of stars,
upon close inspection, it reveals an intricate
dance  of  political  preferences  and  energy
dynamics.  In  "Smith  et  al.'s  Study  of
Unexpected  Political  and  Energy
Correlations,"  the  authors  find  lorem  and
ipsum.  Similarly,  Doe  and  Jones,  in  their
respective  works,  "The  Political  Hydro-
Quandary"  and  "Energetic  Electoral
Intricacies,"  delve  into  the  depths  of  this
unexpected  connection,  further  adding  to
the  growing  body  of  research  on  this
enigmatic relationship.

In  the  realm  of  energy  economics,  the
literature  offers  insight  into  the  complex
interplay  between  hydroelectric  power
generation and political landscapes. Works
such  as  "Hydropower  and  Global  Politics"
by  Waters  et  al.  and  "The  Currents  of
Energy:  A Political  Economy  Perspective"
by  Watts  provide  a  comprehensive
understanding  of  the  geopolitical
significance of  hydropower  energy,  though
they may have missed the wave of electoral
influence in their analyses.

On the political  front,  books such as "The
Art  of  Winning  Votes"  by  Election  and
"Democracy  in  Action:  A  Comprehensive
Analysis" by Politics & Power shed light on
the intricacies of electoral preferences and
decision-making processes. However, none
of these sources anticipated the electrifying
link  between the South  Dakotan vote  and
Salvadoran  hydropower  energy.  It's  as  if
they overlooked the shocking synergy,  the
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charged  connection  that  animates  our
research!

Turning  to  slightly  more  unconventional
sources, one could argue that the fictional
works of "The Power Games" by Suzanne
Collaboration and "Currents of Change" by
J.K.  Ruling  are,  albeit  unintentionally,
prescient  in  capturing  the  underlying
essence of our unexpected findings. These
novels, in their own fantastical ways, hint at
the  hidden  currents  and  power  struggles
that  underpin  our  real-world  hydro-political
discovery.

But  let's  not  forget  the  world  of  board
games!  Titles  like  "Power  Struggle:  The
Political Game" and "Hydro Heroes: Quest
for  Energy"  could  provide  us  with  a  fresh
perspective  on the playful  parallels  to  our
research.  Perhaps  in  these games lie  the
clues – the elusive keys – to unraveling the
mysteries of hydro-political connections with
a twist of fun!

3. Our approach & methods

To  uncover  the  dazzling  connection
between  the  votes  for  the  Democratic
presidential candidate in South Dakota and
the  hydropower  energy  generated  in  El
Salvador,  we embarked on an exhilarating
methodological  journey  that  would  make
even the most  stodgy researcher consider
donning  a  pair  of  water  wings.  Our  data
collection  process  resembled  a  quest  for
hidden treasure, scouring the digital seas of
the  MIT  Election  Data  and  Science  Lab,
Harvard  Dataverse,  and  the  Energy
Information  Administration  to  ensure  that
our  findings  weren't  just  a  mirage  in  the
statistical desert.

First,  to  measure  the  votes  for  the
Democratic presidential candidate in South
Dakota,  we  dived  deep  into  the  historical
electoral  data  from 1980  to  2020,  akin  to
searching for a lost shipwreck in uncharted
statistical  waters.  We  employed  rigorous

statistical  analysis  and  charted  a  course
through the waves of demographic trends,
political  inclinations,  and  even  the
occasional  political  maelstrom  to  ensure
that  our  data  was as robust  as  an ocean
liner.

Navigating  the  complex  currents  of
hydropower  energy  generation  in  El
Salvador, we harnessed the energy of the
vast  internet  sea,  seeking  out  databases
and reports like intrepid sailors searching for
clues on a treasure map. We meticulously
charted  the  annual  hydropower  energy
generation,  meticulously  examining  the
ebbs  and  flows  of  energy  production  to
ensure that our data wasn't a mere puddle
of misinformation.

The  analysis  itself  was  a  whirlpool  of
statistical  tests,  resembling  a  high-stakes
poker  game  where  the  river  card  could
make  or  break  our  theoretical  boat.
Employing  sophisticated  software  and
procedures,  we  calculated  correlation
coefficients  and  performed  regression
analyses, ensuring that our findings weren't
just a statistical flotsam adrift in the sea of
significance.

Our  methodological  approach  mirrored  a
scientific  expedition,  one  where  the  path
was  as  unpredictable  as  an ocean storm,
and the destination was as mythical as the
fabled  city  of  Atlantis.  We navigated  each
research method with a sense of adventure,
constantly  adjusting  our  sails  to  avoid
statistical  shipwrecks  and  methodological
krakens that could have sunk our research
ship  faster  than  you  can  say  "statistical
outlier."

In  the  end,  our  approach  was  as
unconventional as a seafaring scientist with
a  penchant  for  puns,  but  we're  confident
that our findings will  make a splash in the
academic community and leave our readers
buoyed by the unexpected connections we
uncovered.  So,  batten  down  the  hatches
and  prepare  to  embark  on  this
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methodological  odyssey,  where  statistical
truth and hydro-political intrigue collide in a
tempest of intellectual inquiry.

4. Results

The results of our hydro-politically charged
study  revealed  a  surprisingly  robust
correlation  between  the  votes  for  the
Democratic presidential candidate in South
Dakota  and  the  hydropower  energy
generated in El Salvador. With a correlation
coefficient of 0.8053368 and an r-squared of
0.6485673,  it's  safe  to  say  that  this
connection is no mere drop in the bucket.
The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  further
solidifies  the  statistical  significance  of  this
relationship, much like how a dam fortifies a
river.

To visually capture this striking relationship,
we present the scatterplot in Figure 1. This
plot elegantly showcases the strong positive
correlation  between  the  two  variables,
almost like a synchronized dance between
South  Dakota's  voting  preferences  and  El
Salvador's  hydropower  energy  generation.
It's  as  if  these variables  are  performing a
watery  waltz  across  national  boundaries,
defying conventional expectations with their
harmonious rhythm.

The strength of this correlation has left  us
feeling  like  we've  stumbled  upon  an
unexpected  treasure,  reminiscent  of
stumbling  upon  a  hidden  waterfall  in  the
midst of a dense forest. While some may be
tempted  to  dismiss  this  finding  as  mere
coincidence, our rigorous analysis suggests
that  there's  more  to  this  hydro-political
tango  than meets  the eye.  This  discovery
has certainly made a splash in the field of
political  science  and  energy  economics,
leaving  us  all  wet  with  excitement  at  the
prospects  of  uncovering  such  unexpected
connections in the future.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  our  research  not  only
highlights the surprising correlation between
electoral  preferences in South Dakota and
hydropower  energy  generation  in  El
Salvador, but also serves as a reminder of
the captivating complexity of interconnected
global  phenomena.  This  study  urges
researchers  to  dive  deep  into  the
multidimensional  currents  of  socio-political
and  energy  systems,  embracing  the
unexpected waves of insight that may wash
ashore.  So,  let's  continue  to  navigate  the
hydro-political  landscape  with  open  minds
and  a  willingness  to  ride  the  waves  of
discovery,  for  there  may  be  more  hydro-
political mysteries waiting to surface.

5. Discussion

In the ripples of our hydro-politically charged
findings, we are compelled to dive into the
depths of this surprising correlation between
votes  for  the  Democratic  presidential
candidate  in  South  Dakota  and  the
hydropower  energy  generated  in  El
Salvador.  Our  results  not  only  buoy  the
existing research but also add a refreshing
wave of insight into the interplay of political
preferences  and  energy  dynamics  on  a
global scale.

Recalling our literature review, let's address
the elephant in the room – or should we say,
the  salmon  in  the  stream?  The
unconventional sources we referenced – the
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board games and even the fictional works –
might  have  seemed  like  a  playful  detour.
Still, they do hold a droplet of truth. Just as
a board game strategist navigates the twists
and  turns  of  political  power,  our  research
reveals  the  intricate  maneuvers  and
strategic alliances that underpin the hydro-
political landscape. The seemingly prescient
hints from fictional narratives now appear as
subtle whispers of an underlying reality, akin
to  a  scientific  Easter  egg  hidden  in  plain
sight.

Our findings align with Smith et al.'s and the
eloquently named Doe and Jones' studies,
illuminating the deeper currents of electoral
influence on the hydroenergy tango. It's as if
each  study  adds  another  layer  to  this
multifaceted  tapestry,  like  the  buildup  of
sedimentary layers in a riverbed, revealing
the intricate history and interconnectedness
of  our  hydro-political  discovery.  Much  like
connecting  the  positive  and  negative
terminals  of  a  battery,  our  results  have
simply  electrified  the  existing  knowledge,
shedding  new  light  on  the  charged
relationship  between  seemingly  disparate
variables.

Turning  to  the  nuts  and  bolts  of  our
statistical  analysis,  the  robust  correlation
coefficient  and  the  near-magical  p-value
cement the validity of our findings, much like
a sturdy dam withstands the relentless flow
of a river. It's as if statistics, and perhaps a
touch  of  hydro-magic,  have  conspired  to
unveil  this  unexpected  yet  undeniable
relationship, leaving us awash with a sense
of scientific wonder.

The dance captured in our scatterplot, with
its  synchronized  waltz  between  voting
preferences  and  energy  generation,  feels
like  a  playful  nod  from  Mother  Nature
herself,  inviting  us  to  partake  in  the
harmonious  rhythm  of  interconnected
phenomena. It's a vivid reminder that in the
world  of  research,  even  the  seemingly
unassuming variables can sway and sway
with  the  grace  of  a  leaf  in  the  wind,

revealing  unexpected  patterns  and
connections in the process.

As we navigate the complex, interconnected
currents  of  the  socio-political  and  energy
landscape,  our  study serves as a buoy in
the sea of  academic  inquiry,  signaling  the
presence  of  uncharted  hydro-political
territories waiting to be explored.  With the
current of knowledge flowing ever forward,
our  research  encourages  scholars  to
embrace  the  unexpected  whirlpools  of
insight,  for who knows what hydro-political
secrets and discoveries may lie just beneath
the surface?

So,  let's  continue  to  ride  the  waves  of
wonder and inquiry, for in the deep waters
of  research,  there's  always  a  chance  of
stumbling  upon  a  mesmerizing  hydro-
political  revelation  –  and  isn't  that  what
keeps us all afloat in the sea of academia?

6. Conclusion

In  the  swirling  whirlpool  of  hydro-political
analysis,  our  study  has  illuminated  a
fascinating  connection  between  votes  for
the  Democratic  presidential  candidate  in
South  Dakota  and  hydropower  energy
generation in El Salvador. With a correlation
so  strong,  it  practically  does  the  electric
slide across the scatterplot, this relationship
is  no  mere  statistical  fluke  –  it's  a  power
play worthy of electrifying applause. We've
navigated  the  choppy  waters  of  data
analysis  and  emerged  not  only  with
impactful findings but also with a newfound
appreciation  for  the  shockingly
interconnected nature of global phenomena.

As we hang up our hydro-political hats and
wade  out  of  these  statistical  waters,  it's
clear  that  no  more research  is  needed  in
this  area.  We've  bravely  stepped  into  the
hydro-political  stream,  splashed  around  in
the  data,  and  emerged  with  findings  that
make a bigger splash than a cannonball into
an  Olympic-sized  pool.  The  hydro-political
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connection  between  South  Dakota  and  El
Salvador may seem as unlikely as a beaver
learning to waltz, but our results speak for
themselves  –  there's  clearly  something
afoot in these tangled currents.

So,  let's  raise  a  glass  of  hydro-powered
energy  drink to this  quirky correlation and
the bountiful  insights it  has provided.  May
our  hydro-political  journey  serve  as  a
reminder to always expect the unexpected,
even  in  the  seemingly  calm  waters  of
statistical analysis. With that, we urge fellow
researchers  to  cast  their  nets  wide  and
continue exploring the vast seas of hydro-
political  dynamics,  for  who  knows  what
other  delightfully  surprising  connections
may be waiting to be uncovered. After all, as
our  findings  have  shown,  there's  more  to
this world than meets the eye – and it's a
delight to wade into the depths of statistical
curiosity to uncover those hidden currents.
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