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ABSTRACT

Republican Votes in Alaska and Roadway Wrecks: A Revelatory
Relationship

The relationship between Republican votes for Senators in Alaska and car crashes in
the United States has long been the subject of speculation and inquiry. In this study, we
utilized data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and
Statista to elucidate this curious connection. Through rigorous statistical analysis, we
discovered a remarkably strong correlation coefficient of 0.8863078 and p < 0.01 for the
period spanning 1991 to 2014. Our findings indicate a striking association between the
two variables, shedding light on the interplay between political preferences and
vehicular mishaps. We propose that the notable correlation may potentially be attributed
to a multitude of factors, including but not limited to regional policy influences, driver
behavior in response to election outcomes, and the elusive yet impactful "elephant in
the room." Admittedly, the findings may seem rather absurd at first glance, prompting us
to question whether this is purely a case of "coincidental collisions." However, as the
data suggest, this connection appears to be more than just a "wheely" good joke.
Further investigation is warranted to comprehensively delineate the mechanisms
underlying this unexpected relationship, providing valuable insights and paving the way
for future research in the whimsical intersection of political voting patterns and traffic
turmoil.
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I. Introduction

The intuitive assumption that political decisions can have a significant impact on various aspects
of societal functioning is not without merit. A correlation between Republican votes for Senators
in the state of Alaska and car crashes across the United States is as unexpected as a car
snowboarding down a mountain. The potential associations between these seemingly disparate
phenomena have captured the curiosity of researchers and laypersons alike, fueling inquiries into
the underlying mechanisms and, perhaps, providing a new lens through which to view political
and traffic landscapes. This study aims to delve into this intriguing relationship, navigating the
uncharted territory of political voting patterns and roadway ruckus with the precision of a GPS

and the deduction of a traffic officer.

The revelatory potential of such an investigation lies not in its amusement value alone. As much
as one might be tempted to dismiss these findings as mere "driving under the influence of
political partisanship," the statistical rigor of our analysis signals a more substantive
underpinning to this peculiar link. The data speak for themselves, beckoning us to unravel the
intricacies of political ideologies driving down the road of statistical significance. As we merge
onto this research expressway, we acknowledge the need for caution amidst the potential

potholes of overinterpretation and unwarranted generalization.

Given the complex nature of human behavior and the interplay of myriad societal factors, the
allure of drawing causal inferences from a correlation as strong as a moose's grip on a snow-
covered highway is not lost on us. Yet, the details of our regression analysis and sensitivity tests

yield intriguing insights that warrant further scrutiny, defying the adage that "correlation does not
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imply causation" with the evasiveness of a driver weaving through heavy traffic to secure a

prized parking spot.

The potential implications of our findings extend beyond the realms of casual fascination,
illuminating the need to consider the nuanced intertwining of political landscapes and the pixels
of roadways. By doing so, we may not only expand our understanding of the far-reaching effects
of political decisions, but also shift the gears of research inquiry toward unexpected arenas,

revving up the engines of curiosity and opening new lanes of investigation in the body politic.

II. Literature Review

The relationship between political voting patterns and their influence on societal phenomena is a
topic that has garnered significant interest among researchers. Smith (2010) has found
associations between voting behaviors and various societal outcomes, prompting further
investigation into the potential impacts of political decisions on diverse aspects of societal
functioning. Similarly, Doe and Jones (2015) have examined the interconnectedness of political
ideology and its manifestations in societal dynamics, shedding light on the far-reaching

implications of political preferences.

In "The Political Mind" by George Lakoff, the author explores the cognitive science behind
political ideology and its influence on decision-making, providing valuable insights into the
underlying mechanisms of political voting patterns. Additionally, "The Road" by Cormac

McCarthy presents a dystopian world where the remnants of societal structure intertwine with
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individual moral dilemmas, offering a fictional yet thought-provoking perspective on the

interplay of societal dynamics and roadways.

Furthermore, a comprehensive review of relevant literature has unearthed unexpected sources of
insight, including the seemingly unrelated yet surprisingly informative content of grocery store
receipts and the cryptic messages embedded within the prose of tabloid newspapers.

(Smithsonian, 2020; The National Enquirer, 2015)

As the body of research on this eccentric association continues to expand, the need for rigorous
inquiry and scholarly exploration becomes increasingly apparent. While the initial revelation of
this peculiar relationship may instigate a bout of incredulous amusement, the empirical evidence
beckons for further contemplation and investigation. The ensuing sections of this paper aim to
provide a meticulous examination of the multifaceted relationship between Republican votes for
Senators in Alaska and car crashes in the United States, navigating the uncharted terrain of
political voting patterns and roadway ruckus with the dexterity of a driver evading a surprise

pothole.

ITI. Methodology

Data for this study were collected from a variety of sources, including the MIT Election Data and
Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Statista, with the majority of data spanning the period from
1991 to 2014. To begin, we downloaded the Republican votes for Senators in Alaska for every
election year within the study period. These data, akin to a diligent snowplow, cleared the path

for our exploration of the relationship between political preferences and roadway mishaps.
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Following this, we ventured into the realm of car crash data, sourced from the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The
collision data navigated through the byzantine traffic of the internet, eventually merging onto the
lanes of our analytical toolset, allowing us to ascertain the frequency and severity of roadway

incidents across different states.

After reconciling these disparate datasets, we embarked on a journey through the winding roads
of statistical analysis. Employing a variety of regression models and time series analysis, we
diligently sought to untangle the knotty relationship between Republican votes in Alaska and car

crash occurrences across the United States.

Utilizing a confluence of econometric techniques and data visualization tools, we traversed the
data landscape with the precision of a seasoned driver and the adaptability of a snow tire in a
surprise blizzard. Our efforts culminated in the delineation of a robust statistical model, steering

us toward uncovering the potential drivers of the observed correlation.

To ensure the robustness of our findings, we also conducted a sensitivity analysis, akin to testing
the traction of different tires on icy terrain. This involved varying the specification of our model,
altering the inclusion of control variables and the handling of outliers, to ascertain the resilience

of our results to alternative methodological pathways.

In a fashion analogous to a driver adjusting their route in response to unexpected roadblocks, we
also conducted extensive sub-sample analyses and robustness checks. These rigorous
examinations served as our proverbial road flares, illuminating the potential contours of the

relationship and guarding against the peril of spurious correlations.
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At each step of our methodological journey, we maintained a steadfast commitment to rigor and
thoroughness, akin to a driver conducting meticulous maintenance on their vehicle to ensure a
smooth ride. This allowed us to navigate the convoluted and occasionally treacherous terrains of
statistical analysis and data interpretation, shedding light on the intriguing relationship between

Republican votes in Alaska and roadway wrecks in the United States.

I thoroughly enjoyed employing a bit of whimsy in drafting this methodological section,
blending the serious tone of academic research with a touch of humor. If you require further

adjustments or expansions, please do not hesitate to signal your intentions.

IV. Results

The statistical analysis revealed a strong correlation of 0.8863078 between Republican votes for
Senators in Alaska and the rate of car crashes in the United States from 1991 to 2014. This
finding suggests a remarkably robust relationship between these apparently unrelated variables,
leaving us to ponder whether drivers across the nation have been swayed by Alaskan political

preferences more than the allure of a scenic drive.

The r-squared value of 0.7855415 further underscores the substantive nature of this association,
indicating that a notable proportion of the variance in car crash rates can be explained by the
variation in Republican votes in Alaska. It appears that this connection is not merely a fleeting
flirtation but a longstanding and influential partnership, reminiscent of a dependable carpool

arrangement.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 provides compelling evidence against the null
hypothesis of no relationship between the two variables. This result indicates that the correlation
observed is highly unlikely to be a result of random chance. It seems that the connection between
this particular political preference and the likelihood of roadway mishaps is as real as a traffic

jam on a Monday morning.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Fig. 1 displays a scatterplot illustrating the strong positive correlation between Republican votes
for Senators in Alaska and car crash rates in the United States. The figure serves as a visual
testament to the striking relationship uncovered in this study, reminding us that statistical

evidence can be as clear as a freshly washed windshield.

In summary, our analysis points to a significant and robust connection between Republican votes
in Alaska and car crashes in the United States. While the prospect of political decisions
influencing highway havoc may initially elicit a chuckle, the data urge us to take this relationship

seriously and embark on further exploration. This unexpected connection may ultimately serve as
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a cautionary tale for drivers to exercise prudence and "republicare" on the road, avoiding

politically charged collisions at all costs.

V. Discussion

The findings of the present study provide compelling support for the notion that there exists a
substantial association between Republican votes for Senators in Alaska and car crashes in the
United States, reinforcing and extending prior research in this whimsical domain. The robust
correlation coefficient of 0.8863078 aligns with the initial assertions put forth by Smith (2010)
and Doe and Jones (2015), and hints at a deeper interplay between political predispositions and

their influence on societal dynamics.

The unexpectedly strong relationship between these seemingly disparate variables prompts us to
reflect on the profound impact of political ideology on driving behavior and roadway safety. It
appears that the influence of political preferences extends beyond the voting booth, potentially
permeating into the realm of traffic adherence and vehicular prudence. The implications of this
finding evoke a chuckle and a furrowed brow, akin to the bemusement of an individual

encountering a "yield to elephants" sign on the freeway.

The present study builds upon the curious literature referring to grocery store receipts and tabloid
newspapers, highlighting the pertinent and unexpected sources of insight that contribute to our
understanding of this peculiar correlation. While the initial inclination may be to dismiss these

connections in jest, the empirical evidence speaking to the strength of these associations warrants

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



a more sober consideration, akin to the sober consideration one must exercise when approaching

a political debate with a wise-cracking uncle.

Our results also underscore the need for continued exploration into the underlying mechanisms
driving this relationship. Future research may delve into the nuanced pathways through which
political preferences exert their influence on driver behavior, uncovering potential mediating
factors and shedding light on the hitherto enigmatic "elephant in the room." Perhaps, as George
Lakoff articulates, the cognitive underpinnings of political ideology may intertwine with
decision-making processes behind the wheel, thereby shaping the observed correlation in an

unexpected and fascinating manner.

In conclusion, the findings of this study warrant a thoughtful reevaluation of the intersection
between political voting patterns and traffic tumult, moving beyond the initial mirth that arises
from the seemingly preposterous connection. The unexpected correlation between Republican
votes in Alaska and car crashes in the United States beckons for prudence on the part of drivers,
urging them to navigate the political landscape with the same dexterity they exhibit when
avoiding a subject at the Thanksgiving table. As we advance into uncharted territory, the jest and
the earnestness of this research invite further scholarly inquiry and contemplation, blending the

levity of a dad joke with the gravity of a critical inquiry.

V1. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has brought to light a connection between Republican votes for Senators

in Alaska and car crashes in the United States that is as clear as a windshield wiped clean on a
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sunny day. The remarkably strong correlation coefficient and p-value of less than 0.01 suggest a

relationship that is more than just a passing "political pit stop."

This unexpected finding challenges conventional wisdom and highlights the need to consider the
potential impact of regional political preferences on roadway safety. It seems that, in addition to
checking blind spots, drivers may also need to keep an eye on the political climate to navigate

the highways without getting caught in an "elephant” traffic jam.

Our results indicate a need for further investigation into the mechanisms underlying this
relationship, leaving ample room for future research to steer into uncharted territory and explore

the intersection of political leanings and vehicular mayhem.

No more research is needed in this area, as we have exhaustively examined the connection
between Republican votes in Alaska and car crashes in the United States. The findings are
wheelie good and conclusive, offering valuable insights into the whimsical convergence of

political voting patterns and traffic turmoil.
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