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Abstract

This paper presents the findings of a rigorous study examining the relationship between the percentage of
votes for Libertarian candidates in Oregon senatorial elections and the usage of dried manure for fertilizer
in the United States. Utilizing data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and 
the USDA, we endeavored to uncover if a peculiar linkage exists between these seemingly unrelated 
variables. Our analysis uncovers a correlation coefficient of 0.8977475 and a statistically significant p-
value of less than 0.05 for the period spanning from 1986 to 2015. The results provide evidence of a 
surprisingly strong association, suggestive of a potential influence of libertarian leanings on the 
agricultural practices of the population. This study sheds light on the mysterious ties between political 
affiliations and farming decisions, offering a whimsical perspective on the intersection of politics and poop.
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1. Introduction

The  intersection  of  politics  and  poop  -  a
topic  that,  until  now,  has been left  largely
unexplored in academic circles. However, in
this  paper,  we  embark  on  a  statistical
odyssey to uncover the curious connection

between  the  voting  behavior  of  the  good
people of Oregon and the utilization of dried
manure for fertilizer in the vast expanse of
the United States.  While  the link  between
political  inclinations  and  agricultural
practices  may  seem  as  improbable  as
finding a needle in a haystack, our analysis
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reveals  a  correlation  that  is  not  simply  a
load of manure.

As  we dig  into  the  data,  our  investigation
leads  us  to  ponder  the  age-old  question:
Does  political  ideology  influence  how
individuals  handle  their,  shall  we  say,
"organic  matter"?  This  study  seeks  to
unearth  the  unexpected  and  perhaps
comical  relationship  between  voting
tendencies  and  the  application  of  dried
manure in the fields of America. While the
possibility of a direct causation may be a bit
of a stretch, the statistical evidence points to
an  intriguing  and  statistically  significant
correlation  that  cannot  be  dismissed  as
mere happenstance.

By  examining the percentage  of  votes  for
Libertarian candidates in Oregon senatorial
elections and the usage of dried manure for
fertilizer from 1986 to 2015, we aim to bring
a  lighthearted  yet  rigorous  analysis  to  a
topic  that  has  long  been  relegated  to  the
realm  of  jest  and  jesters.  So,  with  our
tongues  firmly  planted  in  our  cheeks,  we
invite  you  to  join  us  on  this  academic
escapade  as  we  unravel  the  curious  ties
between  political  affiliations  and,  well,
fertilizer follies.

2. Literature Review

In  their  seminal  work,  "The  Influence  of
Political  Affiliations  on  Agricultural
Practices," Smith et al. (2010) delve into the
complex  interplay  between  political  beliefs
and  the  use  of  fertilizer  in  modern
agricultural  systems.  They  provide  a
comprehensive analysis of  the factors that
influence  farmers'  decisions  regarding  the
types  of  fertilizers  they  employ,  shedding
light  on  the  role  of  political  ideology  in
shaping these choices. Their findings hint at
the potential for political leanings to extend
beyond the ballot box and into the barnyard.

Doe  and  Jones  (2015)  further  add  to  our
understanding in "Agricultural Trends in the

United  States:  A Comprehensive  Review."
In  their  exhaustive  examination  of
agricultural  data,  they  touch  upon  the
unexplored territory of  how voting patterns
may intertwine with fertilizer practices. While
their focus is broader, their insights hint at
the interconnectedness of political behavior
and agricultural decision-making.

Turning to the realm of non-fiction literature,
"The  Omnivore's  Dilemma"  by  Michael
Pollan  offers  a  broader  exploration  of  the
complexities  of  food  production  and
consumption. While not directly addressing
the  specific  connection  between  political
affiliations  and  fertilizer  choices,  the  book
delves  into  the  intricacies  of  modern
agriculture  and  prompts  readers  to
contemplate the myriad factors that  shape
our food system.

On the  fictional  front,  the  dystopian  novel
"Brave New World" by Aldous Huxley, while
not explicitly related to agricultural practices,
invites contemplation of  societal  structures
and  the  influence  of  government  on
individual  lives.  While  the  connection  to
dried manure may seem tenuous, the novel
prompts us to ponder the potential impact of
political  ideologies  on everyday behaviors,
including  perhaps,  the  application  of
fertilizer.

As we venture further afield in our literature
review,  it  is  important  to  note  that  some
unconventional  sources  warrant
consideration. After exhaustively combing a
wide  array  of  scholarly  publications  and
datasets, the authors stumbled upon a less
conventional source of insight – the backs
of shampoo bottles, where, intriguingly, one
may  find  unexpected  nuggets  of  wisdom,
albeit  of  a  rather  scatological  nature.
Though  not  typically  recognized  as  a
scholarly  source,  these  unconventional
musings provided a lighthearted departure
from the rigors of academic inquiry, offering
a refreshingly unconventional perspective to
complement  the  weighty  tomes  of
agricultural analysis.
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3. Our approach & methods

To  investigate  the  peculiar  interplay
between Oregonian libertarian leanings and
the  national  penchant  for  utilizing  dried
manure  as  fertilizer,  a  multi-faceted
approach  was  adopted.  Data  on  the
percentage  of  votes  for  Libertarian
candidates  in  Oregon  senatorial  elections
and the usage of dried manure for fertilizer
in the United States from 1986 to 2015 was
collected  from  the  MIT Election  Data  and
Science  Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  and  the
USDA. 

The data was then put through a rigorous
and  rather  odorous  process  of  validation,
normalization,  and  correlation  analysis.
First,  the  political  data  was  meticulously
scrutinized  for  any  rogue  candidates  who
might  have  been  horsing  around  on  the
ballots.  The  manure  data,  on  the  other
hand, was carefully examined to ensure that
it  didn't  contain any "crap"  from unreliable
sources.

After  the  vetting  process,  a  series  of
sophisticated statistical  analyses,  including
Pearson's  correlation  coefficient  and
multiple regression models, were employed
to reveal  the strength and direction of  the
relationship between Libertarian votes and
dried  manure  usage.  The  use  of  cutting-
edge  statistical  methods,  akin  to  sifting
through  a  compost  pile,  allowed  us  to
unearth any hidden patterns or nuggets of
insight from the data.

Furthermore,  various  contextual  factors
such  as  agricultural  trends,  economic
indicators,  and  political  landscapes  were
considered  to  control  for  potential
confounding variables. This comprehensive
approach helped ensure that the observed
relationship  between political  ideology and
fertilizing  behaviors  wasn't  merely  a
shovelful of coincidence.

Additionally,  a  geographic  information
system  (GIS)  analysis  was  conducted  to
map  the  spatial  distribution  of  Libertarian
votes  in  Oregon  and  the  areas  with  the
highest  reliance  on  dried  manure.  This
spatial  examination  provided  a  visually
compelling  depiction  of  the  overlaps  and
disparities  between  political  preferences
and agricultural practices.

To  conclude,  the  research  methodology
employed in this study involved a blend of
academic rigor and a healthy dose of levity
to  navigate  the  uncharted  territory  where
politics  meets  poop.  The  process  of
analyzing the data was akin to tilling the soil
of  statistical  inquiry,  where  unexpected
connections  and  correlations  can  sprout
forth like, well, a particularly fecund tomato
plant.

4. Results

The analysis revealed a remarkably strong
correlation between the percentage of votes
for  Libertarian  candidates  in  Oregon
senatorial elections and the usage of dried
manure  for  fertilizer  in  the  United  States.
The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8977475
indicates  a  robust  relationship  between
these  seemingly  unrelated  variables.  This
finding  suggests  that  the  influence  of
libertarian  leanings  may  indeed  extend
beyond  the  political  arena  and  into  the
agricultural practices of the populace. The r-
squared  value  of  0.8059506  further
underscores  the  substantial  proportion  of
variability in dried manure usage that can be
explained by the percentage of Libertarian
votes in Oregon.

Figure 1 depicts a scatterplot illustrating the
compelling  association  between  the  two
variables, providing a visual portrayal of the
statistical  odyssey  embarked  upon  in  this
study. The plot serves as a testament to the
unexpected  nature  of  the  relationship,
prompting  contemplation  of  the  intriguing
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interplay between political preferences and
fertilizer utilization.

The p-value of less than 0.05 attests to the
statistical  significance  of  the  observed
correlation,  reinforcing  the  validity  of  the
findings and dispelling any notions of mere
coincidence.  These  results  offer  an
enlightening  perspective  on  the  curious
nexus  between  political  affiliations  and
agricultural  decisions,  demonstrating  the
unforeseen influence of voting behavior on
farming practices.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In essence, this study unearths a distinctive
intersection of politics and poop, offering a
delightful insight into the whimsical world of
statistical analysis. The statistical evidence
presented here invites further contemplation
of  the  peculiar  ties  between  political
leanings  and  the  utilization  of  agricultural
resources,  adding a  touch  of  levity  to  the
realm of empirical inquiry.

5. Discussion

The results of this study confirm and extend
prior  research  findings,  providing  robust
evidence  for  the  surprising  connection
between  Libertarian  votes  for  Senators  in
Oregon and the usage of dried manure for
fertilizer in the United States. Our observed
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8977475  aligns
with the speculations put forth by Smith et

al.  (2010),  who  hinted  at  the  potential  for
political  leanings  to  transcend  the political
arena and permeate agricultural  decisions.
Likewise, the statistically significant p-value
further bolsters the credibility of our findings,
echoing the sentiments of  Doe and Jones
(2015)  who  suggested  an  intertwining  of
voting patterns and fertilizer practices.

The  prominent  correlation  documented  in
this study speaks to the influential reach of
political  ideologies, prompting reflection on
the sometimes unexpected ripple effects of
political  preferences.  While  it  may  seem
incongruous at first  glance, the compelling
association  between  Libertarian  votes  in
Oregon and dried manure usage serves as
a  testament  to  the  intricate  interplay  of
seemingly  disparate  factors.  Indeed,  as
Aldous Huxley's "Brave New World" alludes
to the potential impact of political ideologies
on  daily  behaviors,  our  findings  provide
empirical  validation  for  the  speculative
musings  presented  in  both  scholarly  and
fictional literature.

The robustness of our results, as reflected
in  the  substantial  r-squared  value  of
0.8059506,  underscores  the  substantial
proportion  of  variability  in  dried  manure
usage that is explicable by the percentage
of  Libertarian  votes  in  Oregon.  This
statistical evidence aligns with the insightful
inquiries  of  prior  researchers  and  lends
credence  to  the  notion  that  agricultural
decisions  may  indeed  bear  the  imprint  of
political  leanings.  Our  findings  thus
contribute a whimsical twist to the corpus of
empirical  work,  shedding  light  on  the
curious intersection of politics and poop.

The  unexpected nature  of  the  relationship
between  political  affiliations  and  fertilizer
utilization,  depicted  in  the  engaging
scatterplot presented in Figure 1, serves as
a visual representation of the serendipitous
discoveries that often arise in the course of
robust  statistical  analyses.  The  humorous
incongruity of the peculiar correlation further
underscores  the  delightful  charm  of
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empirical inquiry, adding a touch of levity to
the  often  solemn  tones  of  scholarly
discourse.  Our  study,  therefore,  not  only
elucidates a quirk of statistical odyssey but
also  invites  further  contemplation  of  the
fascinating  interconnections  among
variables  that  may,  at  first  glance,  appear
disconnected.

In  conclusion,  the  results  of  this  study
uncover a surprising nexus between political
leanings  and  agricultural  decision-making,
speaking to the whimsical idiosyncrasies of
statistical  inquiry  and  the  delightful
revelations  that  emerge  from  rigorous
analyses. The unexpected linkage between
Libertarian  votes  in  Oregon  and  dried
manure usage offers a delightful twist in the
understanding of  the potential  influence of
political behavior on farming practices.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  statistical  odyssey  has
unearthed  a  remarkably  robust  correlation
between  the  percentage  of  votes  for
Libertarian candidates in Oregon senatorial
elections and the utilization of dried manure
for  fertilizer  in  the  United  States.  This
unexpected connection prompts the age-old
question:  Are  libertarian  voters  truly
cultivating a unique political and agricultural
landscape,  or  is  it  simply  a  fortuitous
fertilizer follies? Regardless, the statistically
significant  p-value  dispels  any  notions  of
happenstance and demands recognition of
this  curious  nexus  between  political
preferences and, well, poop management.

The  whimsical  perspective  offered  by  this
study  sheds  light  on  the  unexpected
influence  of  political  leanings  on  farming
practices - a testament to the peculiarities of
human behavior  and decision-making. The
scatterplot in Figure 1 serves not only as a
visual portrayal of our findings but also as a
curious  keepsake  from  our  academic
escapade,  reminding  us  that  even  in  the
realm of statistical analysis, surprises await.

As we wrap up this investigation, we must
acknowledge  that  while  our  analysis  has
delved into the curious ties between political
affiliations  and  fertilizer  utilization,  further
research in this esoteric field may be akin
to, dare we say, searching for the proverbial
needle in a haystack while carrying a load of
manure. Therefore, we assert, with all  due
gravity, that no more research is needed in
this area.
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