
The Journal of Cinematic Synchronicity (2024) 33, 58-72

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Rocky Numbers: An Unexpected Connection Between 
Sylvester Stallone's Filmography and Millwrights in 
North Dakota

Christopher Hall, Austin Terry, Grace P Tyler

Institute for Research Advancement; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

KEYWORDS

Sylvester Stallone filmography, millwrights in North Dakota, correlation, surprising linkage, 
statistical significance, Wikipedia, Bureau of Labor Statistics, correlation coefficient, p-value, 
skilled trade workforce, macho persona, Midwest labor demographics

Abstract

This paper presents the surprising correlation between the number of films in Sylvester Stallone's 
filmography and the number of millwrights in North Dakota from 2003 to 2021. Utilizing data from 
Wikipedia and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, our research team discovered a correlation coefficient of 
0.7872582, with a p-value of less than 0.01, indicating a statistically significant relationship. We delve into 
the unexpected linkage between the cinematic feats of Stallone and the skilled trade workforce in North 
Dakota, exploring potential explanations and whimsical theories for this peculiar association. Our findings 
suggest that the macho, rugged persona portrayed by Stallone may hold an inexplicable allure for 
aspiring millwrights in the Midwest, shedding light on the enthralling interplay between pop culture 
phenomena and regional labor demographics.
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1. Introduction

The  enthralling  world  of  statistics  often
leads us down unexpected paths, and our
latest foray into the synergistic relationship
between  Sylvester  Stallone's  filmography
and  the  number  of  millwrights  in  North

Dakota  is  no  exception.  While  one  might
initially assume that these two subjects are
as disparate as Rocky Balboa and the North
Dakota plains, our research has uncovered
a  surprising  and  statistically  significant
correlation between the two.
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In  the  competition  for  both  box  office
supremacy and vocational skills,  Stallone's
filmography  and  the  millwrights  of  North
Dakota may seem to have little in common,
but as we dig deeper, we find a connection
that  astonishes  even  the  most  seasoned
researchers.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7872582, with a p-value of less than 0.01,
has sent shockwaves through the academic
community,  challenging  conventional
wisdom  and  prompting  a  whole  new
appreciation  for  the  unseen  ties  that  bind
seemingly unrelated phenomena.

The  robustness  and  persistence  of  this
correlation  piqued  our  curiosity,  prompting
us to undertake this investigation into what
could only be described as a match made in
statistical  heaven  -  or  Hollywood.  As  we
embark  on  this  intellectual  adventure,  we
delve into the whimsical world of Sylvester
Stallone's  cinematic  oeuvre  and  the
industrious  landscape  of  North  Dakota's
millwrights,  integrating  rigorous  statistical
analysis with a touch of humor and a dash
of inexplicable charm.

In the following sections, we will unveil our
findings,  shedding  light  on  the  intricate
dance  between  the  silver  screen  and  the
skilled  labor  force.  Prepare  to  be
entertained, enlightened, and perhaps even
bewildered  as  we  unravel  the  enigmatic
connection  between  the  rugged  allure  of
Stallone's  characters  and  the  steadfast
determination of North Dakota's millwrights.
Join  us  on  this  thought-provoking  journey,
where  the  juxtaposition  of  Hollywood  glitz
and  Midwestern  grit  opens  doors  to  new
perspectives  and  uncovers  correlations
where one least expects.

So,  without  further  ado,  let  us embark on
this  extraordinary  exploration  of  "Rocky
Numbers"  –  a  saga  of  statistics,  cinema,
and an unforeseen partnership between a
Hollywood icon and the unsung heroes of
North Dakota's skilled workforce.

2. Literature Review

     Smith,  Jones,  and  Doe  (2015)
investigated  the  potential  relationship
between Hollywood movie stars and skilled
labor demographics,  shedding light  on the
unexpected  ties  that  bind  seemingly
unrelated  fields.  However,  while  they
meticulously  examined  the  connection
between  the  number  of  films  in  various
actors' filmographies and the prevalence of
different  skilled  trades  across  the  United
States, they failed to uncover the captivating
correlation we have unearthed in our current
study.  Their  extensive  analysis  overlooked
the distinct charisma and machismo exuded
by  Sylvester  Stallone,  which  appears  to
have a particularly compelling effect on the
millwright population in North Dakota.

     

     Building on this foundation, our inquiry
ventures  into  uncharted  territory,
incorporating  an  eclectic  array  of  sources
that  may  seem  unconventional  at  first
glance.  "The  Robust  Millwright:  A
Comprehensive Guide" by A. Worker (2019)
offers  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the
millwright  profession,  complementing  our
investigation  by  providing  valuable
contextual  insights  into  the  lives  and
aspirations of these industrious individuals.
"Box Office Bonanza: The Phenomenon of
Stallone's  Films"  by R.  Blockbuster (2018)
serves  as  a  complementary  resource,
elucidating the enduring appeal of Stallone's
cinematic endeavors and the cultural impact
of  his  iconic  portrayals  on  audiences
worldwide.

     

     Transitioning to a more whimsical angle,
we turn to fictional works that partially align
with  our  research focus.  "Rocky Mountain
Skilled  Trades"  by  A.  Fictional  (2012)
presents a lighthearted tale of  unexpected
career  choices  and  serendipitous
encounters, offering a fictionalized glimpse
into the world of Rocky-inspired vocational
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trajectories. Meanwhile, "The Expendables'
Handbook: A Guide to Mastering Machismo"
by  C.  ActionHero  (2010)  provides  an
entertaining  yet  astute  examination  of  the
enduring  allure  of  action  movie  personas,
which  may  hold  intriguing  parallels  to  the
enthralling mystique surrounding millwrights
in North Dakota.

     

     Taking a brief detour into the realm of
popular culture and internet phenomena, we
cannot  overlook  the  impact  of  memes  on
contemporary discourse. "Stallone's Stance:
Memetic  Musings"  by  V.  Viral  (2017)
elucidates the enduring appeal of Stallone's
iconic poses and catchphrases, hinting at a
deeper  societal  fascination  that  may
unknowingly influence career decisions and
occupational  preferences.  While  seemingly
amusing,  these  cultural  phenomena
underscore the pervasive influence of media
figures  on  the  collective  imagination,  thus
warranting consideration in our exploration
of the Stallone-millwright correlation.

     As we navigate through these diverse
sources,  we  are  reminded  of  the
multifaceted nature of our research domain,
where  statistical  analysis  intertwines  with
cultural  phenomena  and  imaginative
storytelling. The unexpected convergence of
Stallone's  cinematic  repertoire  and  North
Dakota's skilled labor landscape continues
to  captivate  our  attention,  inviting  further
inquiry  into  the  enigmatic  allure  that
transcends traditional boundaries.

3. Our approach & methods

To uncover the mysterious link between the
prolific  filmography  of  Sylvester  Stallone
and  the  population  of  millwrights  in  North
Dakota, our research team embarked on a
multidimensional  data  collection  endeavor.
Drawing  data  from  diverse  sources
including Wikipedia and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics,  we  exercised  caution  to  ensure

the inclusion of  all  relevant  films featuring
Stallone and comprehensive labor statistics
pertaining  to  the  North  Dakota  millwright
workforce.

Our data mining operation commenced with
a  comprehensive  review  of  Sylvester
Stallone's  cinematic  opus,  encompassing
both leading roles and cameo appearances
across  the years  2003 to 2021.  This  task
involved  meticulous  scouring  of  film
databases,  a  deep  dive  into  online
filmographies,  and  occasional  debates  on
whether  "Stop!  Or  My  Mom  Will  Shoot"
should  be  included  as  a  significant  data
point.

Simultaneously,  our  team  delved  into  the
world of millwrights in North Dakota, sifting
through labor reports,  trade registries, and
industry  publications  to  ascertain  the
precise  count  of  these  stalwart  craftsmen
and craftswomen. We navigated through a
wealth of labor data with surgical precision,
ensuring  that  our  sample  was
representative  of  the  diversity  and
dynamism  of  North  Dakota's  millwright
community.

Incorporating  a  blend  of  quantitative  and
qualitative  approaches,  we  developed  a
robust dataset to pursue our analysis. Each
film in Stallone's repertoire was assigned a
numerical  index,  reflecting  both  its
chronological order and its potential impact
on the public psyche. Similarly, the count of
millwrights  in  North  Dakota  was
meticulously  compiled,  reflecting  the
evolving trends in this vital occupation over
time.

The  statistical  wizardry  began  with  the
calculation  of  the  correlation  coefficient,
scrutinizing  the  juxtaposition  of  Stallone's
filmic output with the demographics of North
Dakota's  millwrights.  Through  the
appropriate  application  of  mathematical
formulas  and  regression  analyses,  we
discerned  a  relationship  that,  while
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unexpected,  proved  to  be  statistically
significant and robust.

Employing  an  array  of  statistical  software
and programming languages, we exhumed
patterns and outliers, conducting sensitivity
analyses  to  ensure  the  consistency  and
reliability of our findings. With the gravity of
the  situation  weighing  heavily  on  our
shoulders,  we  maintained  our  resolve  to
uphold the principles of scientific rigor while
occasionally  quipping  about  how  "The
Expendables" seemed to be an appropriate
title  for  our  exhaustive  data  collection
efforts.

In  essence,  our  research  methodology
fused the rigor of quantitative analysis with
the  inquisitive  spirit  of  cinematic
appreciation,  encapsulating  the  synergy
between  numbers  and  narratives.  As  we
reveal  our  findings  in  the  subsequent
sections, we invite our esteemed readers to
journey  with  us  into  the  intriguing
intersection  of  Hollywood  charisma  and
skilled  labor  statistics,  where  statistical
significance and cinematic splendor unite in
unexpected ways.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  investigation  have
revealed a surprising and robust correlation
between  the  number  of  films  in  Sylvester
Stallone's  filmography  and  the  number  of
millwrights  in  North  Dakota  from  2003  to
2021.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7872582,  with  an  r-squared  value  of
0.6197754, and a p-value of less than 0.01,
indicates a strong and statistically significant
relationship  between  these  seemingly
disparate domains.

Figure  1  displays  a  scatterplot  illustrating
the  unmistakable  correlation  between  the
two  variables.  While  one  might  initially
expect  these  data  points  to  be  as
mismatched  as  Rambo in  a  tutu,  the  plot
reveals  a  strikingly  linear  relationship,

leaving even the most skeptical observers in
awe.  It  seems  that  not  only  did  "The
Expendables," but also the number of films
in Stallone's filmography, pave the way for
an  unforeseen,  yet  tangible  connection  to
the world of millwrights in North Dakota.

Our findings not  only boggle the mind but
also  spark  a  myriad  of  theories  and
speculations. Could it be that the tough and
resilient  characters  portrayed  by  Stallone
resonate deeply with the rugged spirit of the
millwright  profession?  Or  perhaps  the rise
and fall of Stallone's career mirror the ebb
and  flow  of  millwright  employment  in  the
Midwest? The answers remain as elusive as
Stallone's enunciation, leaving us to relish in
the delightful mystery of this correlation.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This unexpected linkage,  akin to finding a
Rocky  Balboa  action  figure  in  a  toolbox,
underscores  the  intricacies  of  statistical
analysis and the delightful  surprises it  can
unveil.  Our research has provided a fresh
perspective  on  the  interplay  between
popular  culture  and  regional  labor
dynamics,  inviting  further  exploration  into
the  whimsical  connections  that  may  exist
beneath the surface of seemingly unrelated
phenomena.

In  conclusion,  the  correlation  between
Sylvester  Stallone's  filmography  and  the
number of millwrights in North Dakota has
left  us  both  fascinated  and  bewildered,
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reminding us that statistical analysis can not
only shed light on serious matters but also
unearth  unexpected  and,  dare  we  say,
entertaining connections.

5. Discussion

The intriguing correlation between Sylvester
Stallone's  filmography  and  the  number  of
millwrights  in  North  Dakota  has  left  our
research  team  pondering  the  unexpected
and,  at  times,  delightfully  peculiar
connections  that  transcend  traditional
boundaries.  Our  findings  not  only  validate
prior  research  by  Smith,  Jones,  and  Doe
(2015)  regarding  the  relationship  between
Hollywood  stars  and  skilled  labor
demographics,  but  also  elevate  the
discourse  to  uncharted  heights,  akin  to
Stallone's  triumphant  ascents  up  the
cinematic Mount Everest.

In  this  scholarly  pursuit,  we  were  initially
drawn  to  the  resolute  and  seemingly
incongruent  link  between  Stallone's
cinematic  oeuvre  and  the  steadfast
millwrights  populating  the  plains  of  North
Dakota. As we transitioned from the brawny
endeavours  of  Rocky  Balboa  to  the
enigmatic  world  of  millwright  mastery,  we
could  not  dismiss  the  astute  observations
laid out by A. Worker (2019) in "The Robust
Millwright: A Comprehensive Guide." These
insights,  which  initially  appeared  to  be  as
unexpected as Rocky jogging in the snow in
a pair of boxing shorts, remarkably aligned
with  our  own  empirical  findings.  The
captivating  allure  of  Stallone's  larger-than-
life  portrayals  seems  to  resonate  deeply
with  aspiring  millwrights  in  North  Dakota,
shedding  light  on  the  enthralling  interplay
between  cinematic  charisma  and
occupational preferences.

Moreover,  our results echo the sentiments
espoused by R. Blockbuster (2018) in "Box
Office  Bonanza:  The  Phenomenon  of
Stallone's Films," underscoring the enduring
appeal  of  Stallone's  iconic  portrayals  and

the  pervasive  influence  of  his  cinematic
endeavors on regional labor demographics.
The  statistical  significance  of  our  findings,
as  evidenced  by  the  robust  correlation
coefficient and the striking linearity depicted
in the scatterplot, firmly bolsters the notion
that  the  rise  and  fall  of  Stallone's  career
mirror  the  captivating  ebbs  and  flows  of
millwright  employment  in  the  heartland  of
the Midwest.

As  we  reflect  on  the  whimsical  vignettes
presented  in  "Rocky  Mountain  Skilled
Trades"  by  A.  Fictional  (2012)  and  "The
Expendables'  Handbook:  A  Guide  to
Mastering  Machismo"  by  C.  ActionHero
(2010), we are reminded that the magnetic
appeal of action movie personas, much like
the  gravitational  pull  of  a  heavyweight
contender,  may hold  intriguing  parallels  to
the  enigmatic  mystique  surrounding
millwrights  in  North  Dakota.  These  quasi-
fictitious  yet  insightful  works  unexpectedly
converge  with  our  empirical  findings,
emphasizing the complex interplay between
cinematic  enchantment  and  vocational
aspirations.

In  this  scholarly  endeavor,  we  cannot
underestimate  the  impact  of  memes  and
cultural  phenomena,  as  elucidated  by  V.
Viral (2017) in "Stallone's Stance: Memetic
Musings." The enduring appeal of Stallone's
iconic  poses and catchphrases,  seemingly
trivial  at  first  glance,  hints  at  a  deeper
societal  fascination  that  inexplicably
influences  career  decisions  and
occupational preferences. Embracing these
seemingly  lighthearted  phenomena  as
integral components of our investigation, we
discern the intricate layers of influence that
extend  beyond  traditional  statistical
analyses,  creating  a  vibrant  tapestry  of
interconnected elements.

Our research has not only pierced the veil of
improbable  correlations  but  has  also
ushered  in  a  new era  of  scholarly  inquiry
that  encourages  the  exploration  of
whimsical connections beneath the surface
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of seemingly unrelated phenomena. We find
ourselves imbued with a sense of  wonder
similar  to stumbling upon a Rocky Balboa
action  figure  in  a  toolbox—bewildered  yet
appreciative  of  the  captivating  mysteries
that  statistical  analysis  can  unveil.  As  we
embark  on  future  investigations,  we  are
inspired  by  the  delightful  surprises  that
continue to enrich our research landscape,
reminding  us  that  statistical  analysis  can
illuminate not only serious matters but also
the  unexpected  and,  dare  we  say,
entertaining connections  that  underpin  our
world.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has brought to light
a  correlation  that  is  as  perplexing as  it  is
intriguing  -  the  unexpected  link  between
Sylvester  Stallone's  filmography  and  the
number  of  millwrights in  North Dakota.  As
we grapple with the astonishing correlation
coefficient  of  0.7872582  and  a  p-value  of
less than 0.01, one cannot help but marvel
at  the statistical  fortuity that  has led us to
this  juncture.  It  seems  that  Stallone's
cinematic journey, much like a rollercoaster
ride, mirrors the fluctuations in the millwright
workforce,  prompting  a  whole  new
appreciation  for  the  enduring  appeal  of
rugged protagonists and, dare we say, the
undeniable allure of "Rocky Numbers."

While  our  findings  may  leave  some
scratching  their  heads  in  disbelief,  it  is
undeniable  that  the  macho  charisma  of
Stallone's  characters  and  the  steadfast
determination of North Dakota's millwrights
have forged an inexplicable bond, akin to a
buddy cop movie featuring unlikely partners.
The  scatterplot,  resembling  a  puzzle  with
missing  pieces  that  only  Stallone  could
solve, paints a strikingly linear portrait of this
enigmatic  relationship,  challenging  our
preconceptions and inviting us to embrace
the  serendipitous  nature  of  statistical
inquiry.

As  we  bid  adieu  to  this  enigmatic
exploration,  we  are  left  with  a  profound
appreciation for the whimsical surprises that
statistical  analysis  can  unveil.  Special
effects  and  statistical  significance  may
seem  worlds  apart,  but  our  research  has
proven that they can indeed converge in a
way  that  even  Stallone's  on-screen
adversaries would find hard to fathom. The
correlation  between  Stallone's  filmography
and  North  Dakota's  millwrights  is  a  saga
that defies traditional logic and invites us to
bask  in  the  unpredictable  charm  of
statistical inquiry.

In  light  of  these  fascinating  findings,  we
assert that no further research is needed in
this  area.  After  all,  how  many  more
correlations  can  one  expect  to  unearth
between  Hollywood  icons  and  obscure
occupational  sectors?  It  seems  that
statistical  inquiry,  much  like  a  Stallone
blockbuster, has delivered surprises that we
could  not  have  concocted  even  in  our
wildest  hypothesis.  As  the curtain  falls  on
this  curious correlation,  we are left  with  a
newfound  admiration  for  the  unassuming
connections  that  statistical  analysis  can
reveal,  reminding  us  that  in  the  world  of
statistics, truth can indeed be stranger than
fiction.
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