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Abstract

In  this  research  paper,  we  delve  into  the  curious
relationship between the popularity of the familiar name
"Jack"  and  the  number  of  forging  machine  setters,
operators,  and tenders,  metal  and plastic in the state of
New Jersey.  Our  study  sets  out  to  answer  the  burning
question:  do  individuals  named  Jack  have  a  hidden
penchant for  forging metal  and plastic,  or is  this just  a
mere coincidence? Drawing on data from the US Social
Security  Administration  and  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics,  we  embarked  on  a  thorough  investigation
spanning two decades, from 2003 to 2022. Our analytical
prowess  uncovered  a  striking  correlation  coefficient  of
0.6813823, with a p-value of less than 0.01, suggesting a
strong  connection  between  the  name  "Jack"  and  the
occupation  of  forging  machine  setting,  operation,  and
tending in New Jersey. As we unravel the enigmatic bond
between the moniker "Jack" and the industrial  realm of
forging,  our  findings  take  us  on  a  journey  filled  with
surprising  twists  and  turns.  It  seems  that  individuals
bearing the name "Jack" may indeed possess an inherent
affinity  for  the  manipulation  of  metal  and  plastic,
establishing themselves as the unsung heroes of this trade.
Could  it  be  that  the  age-old  anecdote  of  "Jack  of  all
trades"  holds  a  profound,  literal  truth  in  the  field  of
forging  machine  operations?  Furthermore,  our  analysis
uncovers an intriguing pattern of occupational selection,
as  if  the  very  essence  of  the  name  "Jack"  has  been
intricately  woven  into  the  fabric  of  these  industrial
endeavors.  This  discovery  leaves  us  pondering  the
possibility of a name shaping one's destiny; truly a case of
"steeling"  the  spotlight,  if  we  may  indulge  in  a

metallurgical pun. Ultimately, our research sheds light on
an  unexpected  correlation  between  nomenclature  and
occupation, demonstrating that the impact of a name can
extend  far  beyond  superficial  connotations.  As  we
conclude  our  investigation,  we  are  reminded  of  the
timeless  words  of  wisdom:  "What's  in  a  name?  That
which we call a rose by any other name would smell as
sweet"—although in this case, the fragrance may well be
the scent of freshly forged metal.
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1. Introduction

     The significance of names has long captivated the
imagination of scholars  and laypeople alike.  From
the  mythological  weight  of  monikers  in  ancient
civilizations to the modern-day whims of celebrity
baby naming,  the  impact  of  names  on  individuals
and society remains a compelling area of study. This
fascination even extends to the realm of economics,
where unexpected connections and correlations often
lurk beneath the surface, much like a name hidden
within a fortune cookie—only less crispy and more
statistically significant.

     The intersecting domains of nomenclature and
occupational  trends  provide  a  fertile  ground  for
exploration, offering the potential for both intriguing
insights  and  a  fair  share  of  head-scratching
bewilderment. The age-old adage "Jack of all trades"
hints  at  a  broad  skill  set,  yet  few  would  have
foreseen its potential link to the specific occupation
of forging machine setting, operation, and tending in
the  state  of  New Jersey.  This  peculiar  connection
prompts  us  to  ponder  whether  individuals  named
"Jack" are unwittingly drawn to the world of forging,
akin to bees to honey—or perhaps, in this case, like
Jacks to - well,  forging machines, but  you get the
idea.

     As  we  embark  on  our  quest  to  unravel  the
mysterious bond between the popularity of the name
"Jack"  and  the  employment  landscape  of  New
Jersey,  it  becomes  evident  that  this  venture
represents  a  departure  from  traditional  analyses.
While scholarly literature tends to gravitate toward
more  conventional  associations,  our  investigation
ventures  into  unexplored  territories,  akin  to  a
fearless  explorer  in  pursuit  of  a  hidden treasure—
although in this case, the treasure is more likely to
be glistening metal than gold doubloons.

2. Literature Review

The  potential  influence  of  names  on  occupational
choices has been a subject of scholarly inquiry for
decades.  Smith  et  al.,  in  their  seminal  work  "The
Name Effect: Uncovering the Subconscious Impact
of  Nomenclature  on  Career  Pathways,"  delve  into
the  psychological  underpinnings  of  name
associations  with  specific  industries.  Meanwhile,

Doe and Jones, in their comprehensive study "From
Adam  to  Zuckerberg:  The  Power  of  Names  in
Shaping  Professional  Destinies,"  explore  the
multifaceted ways in which names can shape one's
vocational trajectory.

But what about the impact of the name "Jack" on the
number  of  forging  machine  setters,  operators,  and
tenders, metal and plastic in New Jersey, you ask?
Well, buckle up, because we're about to take a wild
ride through the quirky,  unexpected intersection of
nomenclature and industrial occupations.

Turning to more focused literature within the field of
industrial  occupations,  "The  Machinist's  Moniker"
by Roy Hammer examines the potential correlation
between  individual  names  and  proclivity  for
working  with  mechanical  devices.  And  while  the
findings of these studies yield valuable insights into
the intricate  web of  nomenclature  and occupation,
they fail to explore the specific, and rather curious,
relationship  between  the  popularity  of  the  name
"Jack" and forging machine operations in the state of
New Jersey.

Moving  away  from  the  realm  of  non-fiction,  the
fictional  accounts  of  occupational  serendipity  in
"The Forge of Destiny" by Cassandra Ironsmith and
"The  Jack  of  All  Forges"  by  Anne  Steel  resonate
with themes that echo the surprising bond between
the  name  "Jack"  and  the  profession  of  forging
machine setting, operation, and tending in the state
of New Jersey.  These literary works,  although not
grounded  in  empirical  research,  offer  intriguing
narratives  that  mirror  the  implications  of  our  own
empirical findings, albeit with a touch more drama
and plot twists.

In  the  realm  of  cinema,  the  films  "Ironman"  and
"The  Social  Network"  capture  the  essence  of
individuals driven by their names into industries that
resonate  with  their  monikers.  While  not  directly
related  to  forging  machine  operations,  the
overarching  theme  of  name-profession  alignment
provides a tangential connection to our exploration
of the impact of the name "Jack" on the number of
forging  machine  setters,  operators,  and  tenders,
metal  and  plastic  in  New  Jersey.  After  all,  who
wouldn't  want  to  see  a superhero-esque film titled
"Jack of All Forges"? It practically writes itself.
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As we wade through the vast sea of literature and
film, it becomes clear that the relationship between
names and occupations is a fertile ground for both
serious analysis and comedic musings. In our quest
to  unravel  the  enigmatic  connection  between  the
name  "Jack"  and  the  world  of  forging  machine
operations,  we  find  ourselves  straddling  the  line
between empirical rigor and lighthearted fascination,
much like a forging machine operator with a witty
sense of humor.

Stay tuned for our next installment, where we delve
into  the  intricate  statistical  analyses  that  underpin
our groundbreaking exploration of nomenclature and
occupational  propensities.  It's  about  to  get
statistically  significant  up  in  here  –  statistically
significant and pun-tastic, that is.

3. Methodology

In this study,  we employed a rigorous quantitative
approach to  establish  the  relationship  between  the
popularity of the first name "Jack" and the number
of  forging  machine setters,  operators,  and  tenders,
metal  and plastic,  in  the  state  of New Jersey.  The
primary sources of data for the analysis were the US
Social  Security  Administration's  records  of  first
names  and  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics'
employment figures for the specified occupation.

To begin with, we compiled a comprehensive dataset
spanning  the  years  2003  to  2022,  containing  the
frequency  of  the  name  "Jack"  among  individuals
born in  the  United  States  during  this  period.  This
entailed sifting through countless birth records, akin
to searching for the proverbial needle in a haystack,
except in this case, the needle was named "Jack."

Next,  we  meticulously  gathered  employment  data
specifically  for  forging  machine  setters,  operators,
and  tenders,  metal  and plastic,  within the  state  of
New Jersey,  from the  BLS occupational  statistics.
This process involved navigating through vast troves
of labor-related information, not unlike a quest for
buried treasure, albeit with less gold doubloons and
more statistical significance. 

Once both datasets were assembled, we conducted
an  in-depth  statistical  analysis  to  ascertain  the
potential  correlation between the popularity  of  the
name "Jack" and the prevalence of forging machine-

related  occupations  in  New  Jersey.  We  utilized
advanced  statistical  software,  regaling  in  the
complex  dance  of  numbers  and  formulas—though
sadly, there were no literal  dance moves involved,
just the statistical kind.

Employing  correlation  analysis,  we  sought  to
quantify  the  strength  and  direction  of  the
relationship between the variables of interest.  This
was  akin  to  charting  the  course  of  a  peculiar
friendship,  except  instead  of  mapping  out  social
interactions, we charted the ebb and flow of names
and  occupations,  with  all  the  statistical  intricacies
thrown in for good measure.

In  addition,  we  undertook  a  series  of  regression
analyses to further explore the predictive power of
the name "Jack" on the number of forging machine
setters,  operators,  and  tenders,  metal  and  plastic,
within the New Jersey labor market. These analyses
aimed to peel back the layers of complexity, akin to
unraveling an enigmatic mystery, except in this case,
the mystery involved more numbers and fewer secret
passages.

Throughout  the  analysis,  we remained vigilant  for
potential  confounding  variables  and  spurious
correlations,  akin  to  navigators  steering  a  ship
through  treacherous  waters,  only  instead  of
navigating  a  ship,  we  were  navigating  the
tumultuous seas of data anomalies.

To  ensure  the  robustness  of  our  findings,  we
conducted  sensitivity  analyses  and  bootstrapping
procedures,  akin  to  building  a  sturdy  bridge  to
traverse  the  chasm  of  statistical  uncertainty;
however,  in  this  case,  the  chasm  was  filled  with
hypothetical scenarios and resampled datasets.

Furthermore,  we  performed  a  comprehensive  time
series analysis, examining the temporal dynamics of
the  relationship  between the  name  "Jack"  and the
occupation  of  forging  machine  setting,  operation,
and tending in New Jersey. This involved tracing the
flux and flow of these variables over time, akin to
following  the  plot  twists  of  an  intricate  novel,
though with more data points and fewer cliffhangers.

As  the  data  wove  its  intricate  tale,  we  employed
robust statistical techniques to unravel the interplay
between nomenclature and occupational trends, akin
to untangling a ball of yarn, only the yarn was made
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of  numbers  and  the  tangles  were  statistical
anomalies.

Finally,  we  meticulously  scrutinized  our  findings,
subjecting  them  to  peer  review  and  critique,
ensuring that our conclusions withstood the scrutiny
of  scholarly  rigor—sort  of  like  a  house  of  cards,
except  made  of  empirical  evidence  rather  than
playing cards.

And  in  the  immortal  words  of  a  statistician's
pseudonym:  "With  great  power  comes  great  p-
values." Straight outta Statsville!

4. Results

The  results  of  our  investigation  reveal  a  notably
strong correlation between the popularity of the first
name  "Jack"  and  the  number  of  forging  machine
setters, operators, and tenders, metal and plastic in
the state of New Jersey. Over the period of 2003 to
2022,  we  found  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.6813823,  indicating  a  surprisingly  robust
relationship  between  the  prevalence  of  the  name
"Jack"  and  the  occupation  of  forging  machine
operation.  If  you thought  the  only thing Jack was
"forging" was a new path in "Titanic," think again.

Furthermore,  our  analysis  produced  an  r-squared
value of 0.4642819,  suggesting that  approximately
46%  of  the  variability  in  the  number  of  forging
machine  setters,  operators,  and  tenders  in  New
Jersey  can  be  explained  by  the  popularity  of  the
name "Jack." Looks like there's more to Jack than
just a catchy nursery rhyme.

The p-value of less than 0.01 provides compelling
evidence  that  the  observed  correlation  is  highly
unlikely to be a result of mere chance. It appears that
the influence of the name "Jack" on the occupation
of  forging  machine  setting  and  operation  is  as
statistically significant as the urge to make a classic
dad joke whenever the opportunity arises.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Additionally,  the  scatterplot  in  Fig.  1  visually
represents  the  strong  positive  correlation  between
the popularity of the name "Jack" and the number of
forging  machine  setters,  operators,  and  tenders,
metal and plastic in New Jersey. The data points are
tightly  clustered  around  a  positively  sloped  trend
line,  illustrating  the  unmistakable  connection
between  the  two  variables.  It  seems  that  in  New
Jersey, the name "Jack" carries more forging power
than a blacksmith's hammer.

In conclusion, our findings conclusively demonstrate
a compelling association between the name "Jack"
and  the  occupation  of  forging  machine  setting,
operation,  and  tending  in  New  Jersey.  While  we
expected  to  uncover  correlations,  the  strength  and
significance of the relationship exceeded our wildest
expectations, prompting us to reconsider the impact
of  nomenclature  on  occupational  choices.  As  we
move forward, it is imperative to recognize that the
influence  of  a  name  transcends  superficial
perceptions, leaving us with food for thought and a
newfound  appreciation  for  both  statistical  analysis
and the timeless charm of a good old dad joke.

5. Discussion

Our investigation into the entwined fate of the name
"Jack"  and  the  occupation  of  forging  machine
setting,  operation,  and  tending  in  New Jersey  has
unearthed compelling evidence of a substantial and
statistically significant correlation. It seems that the
allure of forging extends beyond the physical realm
of metal and plastic, reaching into the very fabric of
nomenclature  and  occupational  preferences.  This
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study not only reinforces the timeless idiom of being
a "Jack of all trades" but also suggests that, in New
Jersey,  Jack  might  just  be  the  undisputed  king  of
forging machine operations.

Our  findings  align  with  the  previous  research
conducted by Smith et al. and Doe and Jones, who
laid  the  groundwork  for  understanding  the
subconscious  impact  of  nomenclature  on  career
pathways. The robust correlation coefficient and the
p-value of less than 0.01 speak volumes about the
influence of the name "Jack" on the proclivity for
forging  machine  operations.  It  appears  that  the
impact of  a name on one's vocational  trajectory is
not  to  be trifled with,  much like a skilled forging
machine operator wielding molten metal.

Building  upon  the  existing  literature,  our  results
offer a distinctive contribution to the growing body
of work exploring the intriguing interplay between
personal  nomenclature  and  professional  pursuits.
While  the notion of  a  name shaping one's  destiny
may  seem whimsical  at  first  glance,  our  research
adds empirical weight to the idea that the resonance
of  a  name  can  extend  far  beyond  casual
connotations. As we continue to peel back the layers
of  this  unexpected  connection,  it  becomes  evident
that  the  influence  of  a  name  may  hold  deeper
significance  than  previously  assumed,  perhaps
shaping occupational inclinations in ways that elude
conventional understanding.

Moreover,  our  unexpected  findings  align  with  the
whimsical  narratives  of  occupational  serendipity
presented in "The Forge of Destiny" by Cassandra
Ironsmith  and  "The  Jack  of  All  Forges"  by  Anne
Steel.  These literary works, though fictional,  touch
upon  the  intriguing  notion  of  individuals  being
inexorably  drawn  to  professions  that  mirror  the
essence  of  their  names.  In  our  study,  this  fanciful
notion takes on a tangible form, with the statistical
robustness  of  the  correlation  between  the  name
"Jack"  and  the  occupation  of  forging  machine
setting,  operation,  and  tending  in  New  Jersey
standing as  a testament to the profound impact  of
nomenclature on occupational choices.

In  conclusion,  our  research  not  only  affirms  the
insightful  adage  of  "What's  in  a  name?"  but  also
adds a resounding "a lot more than meets the eye"
when  it  comes  to  the  impact  of  nomenclature  on

career pathways.  As we bid adieu to this phase of
our  exploration,  we  are  left  with  a  newfound
appreciation  for  the  intricate  interplay  between
individual  names  and  professional  destinies,
recognizing  that  sometimes,  a  name  carries  more
weight than the metal being forged in the crucible of
occupational choice.

Stay tuned for our next installment, where we delve
into  the  intricate  statistical  analyses  that  underpin
our groundbreaking exploration of nomenclature and
occupational  propensities.  It's  about  to  get
statistically  significant  up  in  here  –  statistically
significant and pun-tastic, that is.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  unequivocally
established  a  strong  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  name "Jack"  and the  number  of
forging  machine  setters,  operators,  and  tenders,
metal  and  plastic  in  the  industrious  state  of  New
Jersey.  It  seems  that  when  it  comes  to  forging,
individuals named Jack are not merely "playing with
metal,"  but  rather  playing  a  significant  role  in
shaping the landscape of this occupation. It's almost
as  if  their  name  carries  the  resounding echo  of  a
hammer  striking  metal—a  real  "jack"-hammer
effect, if you will.

The statistical  significance of  our  findings,  with a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.6813823  and  an  r-
squared  value  of  0.4642819,  underscores  the
profound nature of this  connection.  It  appears that
the name "Jack" holds more sway in the world of
forging than a magnetic field does with iron filings.
So,  next  time  you  meet  a  forging  machine  setter,
operator, or tender in New Jersey, don't be surprised
if  their  name happens to be Jack—they're not  just
"forging"  a  career,  but  also  upholding a  statistical
quirk that our research has brought to light.

As  we reflect  on the  implications  of  our  study,  it
becomes clear that the impact of a name may extend
beyond mere linguistic symbolism, reaching into the
realm of occupational choices. It's fair to say that the
name "Jack" has forged its own special niche in the
occupational landscape of New Jersey, proving itself
to be more than just  a  moniker;  it's  a  force to be
reckoned  with,  much  like  a  well-crafted  piece  of

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



forged metal. Talk about a "heavy metal" influence
indeed—no guitar solos required.

In light of these intriguing revelations, it is safe to
assert that further research in this domain may offer
diminishing  returns.  Thus,  we  confidently  declare
that  the  relationship between the popularity of  the
name "Jack" and the occupation of forging machine
setting,  operation,  and  tending  in  New Jersey  has
been  thoroughly  explored,  leaving  no  nugget  of
statistical significance unturned. In the words of the
sage, it's time to "hammer" the point home: no more
studies are needed in this particular area.
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