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ABSTRACT

Teeing Off with LPG: An Unforeseen Connection Between British
Open Golf Championship Scores and Liquefied Petroleum Gas

Consumption in the Central African Republic

The  relationship  between  seemingly  disparate  variables  has  long  been  a  topic  of
intrigue in the annals of research. In this paper, we explore the unexpected link between
the  winning  score  of  the  British  Open  Golf  Championship  and  the  consumption  of
Liquefied  Petroleum Gas  (LPG)  in  the  Central  African  Republic.  Utilizing  data  from
Golfstats and the Energy Information Administration, we conducted an in-depth analysis
spanning the years  2008 to  2021.  The correlation coefficient  of  0.9760592 and the
significantly low p-value of less than 0.01 paint a compelling picture of the association
between these two variables. As we delved into the data, an unexpected correlation
surfaced, much like a sudden sand trap on the back nine. Our findings suggest that as
the British Open Golf Championship winner's score decreases, the LPG consumption in
the Central  African Republic  increases.  This  intriguing relationship left  us pondering
whether perhaps the sizzle of propane may have an unseen influence on the sizzling
performance of golfers on the greens. It seems that the link between LPG and low golf
scores in the British Open may not be merely a stroke of luck but a hidden force driving
unprecedented swings in performance – both on the fairway and in the realm of energy
consumption.  This  study  opens  the  door  to  further  exploration  of  how  seemingly
unrelated factors may, in fact, share unexpected connections, much like an errant golf
ball finding its way into an adjacent fairway.
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British Open Golf Championship, Liquefied Petroleum Gas consumption, Central African 
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data analysis, association between variables, exploration of unrelated factors, energy 
consumption, hidden correlations, unexpected connections
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I. Introduction

The relationship between athletic performance and environmental factors has been an area of 

increasing interest and curiosity among researchers and enthusiasts alike. It is often thought that 

athletic outcomes are primarily influenced by physical and mental prowess, strategic acumen, 

and perhaps a dash of luck. However, our investigation into the connection between the winning 

scores of the British Open Golf Championship and the consumption of Liquefied Petroleum Gas 

(LPG) in the Central African Republic has revealed a surprising and unanticipated relationship, 

much like finding an unexpected bunker on an otherwise immaculate fairway.

It is well known that the British Open Golf Championship serves as a stage for some of the 

world's most skilled golfers to showcase their prowess on the venerable links courses. The 

culmination of strategy, skill, and precision on the greens seems a world away from the realm of 

energy consumption. Yet, as we embarked on our study, we were struck by the remarkable 

correlation that emerged, akin to a well-aimed tee shot that takes an unexpected bounce.

Our analysis uncovered a statistically significant negative relationship between the winning 

scores of the British Open Golf Championship and the consumption of LPG in the Central 

African Republic. In other words, as the performance of the champion golfer improves, the 

consumption of LPG in this Central African nation tends to increase. This finding, much like a 

well-placed pun, adds a touch of humor to the seemingly staid world of academic research.

As we delve further into our findings, we reflect on the whims of fate and the idiosyncrasies of 

human behavior – much like a golfer contemplating the capricious nature of wind and weather 

on the course. This unforeseen connection between the prowess of golfers on the world stage and
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the consumption of LPG in a far-off land serves as a reminder that, in the realm of research, as in

the game of golf, unexpected twists and turns may ultimately lead to groundbreaking revelations.

II. Literature Review

The exploration of the connection between seemingly unrelated variables has long been a pursuit

of academic curiosity and intellectual inquisitiveness. In "The Link Between Unlikely 

Companions: A Statistical Analysis of Surprising Correlations," Smith and Doe present 

compelling evidence highlighting the unexpected relationships that may lurk beneath the surface 

of empirical data. Similarly, in "Unveiling Unseen Connections: Exploring the Unexpected Ties 

that Bind," Jones et al. offer insights into the cryptic associations that defy conventional 

explanation.

As we perused through the annals of literature, much like a golfer navigating the undulating 

terrain of a challenging course, we encountered "The Energy Chronicles: A Historical 

Perspective on Fuel Consumption" by Blackburn, illuminating the evolutionary trajectory of 

energy usage across diverse global landscapes. Furthermore, "Green Fairways, Green Planet: A 

Sustainable Approach to Golf Course Management" by Greene et al. engrossed us in the intricate

interplay between environmental sustainability and the world of golf, shedding light on the 

symbiotic relationship between sport and ecological conservation.

In a whimsical departure from the conventional, works of fiction also provided an unexpected 

yet strangely relevant perspective. "The Birdie Chronicles: A Novel Approach to Unraveling 

Mysteries," a work of literary genius by Par Fairway, offered a fanciful yet thought-provoking 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



narrative set against the backdrop of a prestigious golf tournament. Additionally, "The Propane 

Prophecy: A Tale of Inexplicable Forces" by A.T. Eagle captured our imagination with its 

fanciful exploration of unforeseen influences in the most unsuspecting realms.

Social media platforms, with their mosaic of diverse voices, also contributed to our foray into the

world of improbable connections. A tweet by @GolfGalaxy pondered, "Could the swing of a 

club and the sizzle of propane share a clandestine bond, hidden from the watchful eyes of 

statisticians and golf enthusiasts alike?" This lighthearted musing, replete with an unexpected yet

intriguing analogy, encapsulated the essence of our own perplexing discovery.

III. Methodology

Before delving into the convoluted and intricate methods employed in this study, it is important 

to underscore that the pursuit of knowledge often requires a willingness to traverse uncharted 

terrain, much like a golfer braving the hazards of an unfamiliar course.

In this investigation, data pertaining to the British Open Golf Championship winners' scores 

from 2008 to 2021 was meticulously extracted from Golfstats, a treasure trove of golfing 

statistics that rivals the meticulous record-keeping of even the most fastidious caddies. On the 

other hand, the data regarding the consumption of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) in the Central 

African Republic was sourced from the Energy Information Administration, a bastion of 

knowledge on energy trends and patterns.
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The data on the British Open Golf Championship scores was rigorously scrutinized for any 

outliers or anomalies that could potentially disrupt the smooth arc of our analysis, much like a 

gust of wind thwarting the trajectory of a golf ball mid-flight.

The LPG consumption data from the Central African Republic was likewise subjected to 

thorough scrutiny. Any irregularities were identified and addressed to ensure the integrity and 

coherence of our investigation, much like a golf pro meticulously aligning each dimple on a golf 

ball before a critical putt.

Once the data from these disparate sources was collected and cleansed, a statistical analysis was 

undertaken to unravel the potential relationship between the winning scores of the British Open 

Golf Championship and LPG consumption in the Central African Republic. This process 

involved the calculation of correlation coefficients, regression analyses, and the pondering of the 

tantalizing possibility that a stroke of statistical genius might elucidate the mysterious connection

between golf and LPG consumption.

Furthermore, the use of robust statistical methods allowed for the exploration of potential 

confounding variables, ensuring that the apparent association observed was not merely a mirage 

on the sun-drenched fairways of statistical significance.

In conclusion, the methods employed in this study served as the sturdy golf clubs in the 

researcher's bag, enabling a strategic and systematic approach to unraveling the unexpected link 

between the performance of golf champions and LPG consumption in a distant land. This 

investigation not only shed light on an unanticipated correlation, but also provided a glimpse into

the intriguing complexities that may lie beneath seemingly unrelated data points – much like the 

hidden undulations of a well-manicured putting green.
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IV. Results

The analysis of the data collected from the British Open Golf Championship and Liquefied 

Petroleum Gas (LPG) consumption in the Central African Republic for the years 2008 to 2021 

revealed a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9760592, signifying a robust relationship 

between the two variables. This finding suggests a remarkably strong connection, akin to a 

golfer's unwavering focus on the putting green amid distractions.

The r-squared value of 0.9526915 further underscored the strength of the association, indicating 

that approximately 95.3% of the variability in LPG consumption in the Central African Republic 

can be explained by the winning scores of the British Open Golf Championship. This high 

explanatory power is reminiscent of a golfer's powerful swing, driving the ball down the fairway 

with precision and force.

The p-value of less than 0.01 reinforces the statistical significance of the relationship, providing 

compelling evidence against the null hypothesis and supporting the presence of a genuine 

association between the two variables. This level of statistical significance is akin to a well-

executed approach shot that lands squarely on the green, setting up a potential birdie opportunity.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The accompanying scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually depicts the strong negative correlation between 

the winning scores of the British Open Golf Championship and LPG consumption in the Central 

African Republic. Each data point on the plot serves as a reminder of the surprising 

interconnectedness of seemingly disparate realms: the world of golf and the sphere of energy 

consumption. 

In conclusion, our research has uncovered an unexpected and robust relationship between the 

winning scores of the British Open Golf Championship and LPG consumption in the Central 

African Republic, offering a unique perspective on the intersection of athletic performance and 

energy utilization. This discovery invites further exploration into the intricate web of connections

that underlie seemingly unrelated domains – a reminder that, much like in golf, the most striking 

revelations often emerge from the unlikeliest of circumstances.

V. Discussion
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The findings of this study provide compelling evidence supporting the unanticipated correlation 

between the winning scores of the British Open Golf Championship and Liquefied Petroleum 

Gas (LPG) consumption in the Central African Republic. It is akin to discovering a hidden sand 

trap on a supposedly smooth fairway. The remarkably high correlation coefficient, robust r-

squared value, and low p-value indicate a strong relationship between these ostensibly unrelated 

variables, reinforcing the notion that the world of statistics and golf may share a clandestine 

bond, akin to the mysterious link between a golfer's swing and the sizzle of propane.

Our results align with previous research by Smith and Doe, who similarly identified surprising 

correlations between seemingly unrelated variables. In a stroke of serendipity, our investigation 

has lent empirical support to this prior work, highlighting the value of pursuing unexpected 

connections that may yield profound insights. It appears that just as a golf ball's path is 

influenced by unforeseen elements, so too are real-world phenomena subject to hidden forces, 

such as the impact of LPG consumption on athletic performance in the British Open Golf 

Championship.

Furthermore, our findings echo the sentiments expressed by @GolfGalaxy on social media, 

illustrating that the swing of a club and the sizzle of propane could indeed share a clandestine 

bond. The statistical significance of our results serves as a poignant reminder that even the most 

whimsical musings may hold kernels of truth, much like finding an unexpected birdie 

opportunity amid a challenging course.

Drawing on the insights from the literature review, we can appreciate the unexpected relevance 

of A.T. Eagle's "The Propane Prophecy: A Tale of Inexplicable Forces." While this work may 

have been initially perceived as fanciful, our study has shed light on the tangible influence of 
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LPG consumption on the performance of golfers in the British Open, underscoring the intriguing 

interplay between seemingly disparate realms.

The visual depiction of our results in the scatterplot (Fig. 1) serves as a cogent reminder of the 

intertwined nature of the worlds of golf and energy consumption. Each data point represents not 

just a statistical observation, but a testament to the invisible threads that weave through the fabric

of diverse domains, much like the intricate architecture of a challenging golf course.

In conclusion, our research has unearthed an intriguing connection between the winning scores 

of the British Open Golf Championship and LPG consumption in the Central African Republic. 

This unexpected correlation not only contributes to the scholarly discourse on improbable 

associations but also serves as a solemn reminder that even in the most unlikely pairings, there 

may lie an unanticipated, yet compelling, connection.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation into the relationship between the winning scores of the British 

Open Golf Championship and the consumption of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) in the Central 

African Republic has unveiled a remarkably robust and unexpected association. It appears that as

the champion's score improved, the consumption of LPG in this landlocked nation also 

increased, much like a golfer's handicap that seems to mysteriously drop after switching to a 

lucky ball marker. This revelation serves as a gentle reminder that in the world of research, as in 

the world of golf, unexpected connections may ultimately lead to groundbreaking insights.
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The statistically significant negative relationship, akin to a well-executed chip shot that lands 

softly on the green, highlights the intricate interplay between performance on the fairway and 

energy consumption in the Central African Republic. Our findings hint at the possibility of a 

hidden influence driving these unprecedented swings, much like a stealthy caddy quietly guiding 

a golfer to success. The correlation coefficient of 0.9760592 and the high explanatory power 

underscore the strength of this connection, reminiscent of a powerful swing driving the ball 

down the fairway with precision and force.

This study sheds light on the uncharted territory of unexpected correlations, much like a golfer 

navigating through a perplexing series of hazards on the course. Our research paves the way for 

further exploration into the complex web of relationships that underlie seemingly unrelated 

domains, exemplifying the adage that the most striking revelations often emerge from the 

unlikeliest of circumstances, much like a hole-in-one on a par five.

Therefore, in light of these compelling findings, we assert that no further research is needed in 

this area, as it appears that the link between British Open Golf Championship scores and LPG 

consumption in the Central African Republic has been firmly established. It seems that in the 

grand game of scholarly investigation, this particular match is one for the record books.
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