The Journal of Absurd Inquiries
Copyleft 2024 by The Society for Absurd Scientific Inquiry
Spuriously published by Tyler Vigen

Vol. 360, No. 6, 2024
ISSN 7940-6227/3/$65.00
PII S7781-7822(2305)6811-5

The Great Mississippi Theft-a-Blender Conundrum

Colton Harrison, Alice Thompson, Gloria P Turnbull

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

In this study, we set out to tackle a perplexing yet strangely compelling question: Is there a
connection between the motor vehicle thefts in Mississippi and the number of blender
tenders in the state? Using data from the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services and
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we meticulously analyzed the perplexing correlation,
seeking a blend of serious statistical analysis and some good ol' Southern charm. To our
surprise and amusement, we discovered a correlation coefficient of 0.9068316 and p <
0.01 for the years 2003 to 2022. Our findings suggest a surprisingly strong relationship
between these seemingly unrelated variables, leaving us wondering if there's a smoothie
crime syndicate at play or if this is just a quirky coincidence. Join us in unraveling this
unexpected intertwining of automotive larceny and blender aficionados.

Motor vehicle thefts in Mississippi have long
been a concern for law enforcement agencies and
citizens alike. The economic impact, the emotional
toll on victims, and the logistical nightmare of
dealing with insurance claims and police reports all
contribute to the gravity of this issue. On the other
hand, amidst the hustle and bustle of Mississippian
life, there exists another group quietly blending into
the background — the blender tenders. These unsung
heroes of the kitchen wield their power to pulverize,
puree, and liquefy with remarkable dexterity. It's an
odd juxtaposition — car thieves slipping away into
the night, and blender enthusiasts crafting the
perfect smoothie in the comfort of their own homes.

Our investigation delves into the unexpected
question of whether there's a meaningful link
between these seemingly disparate worlds. While
on the surface, it appears about as relevant as
comparing apples to carburetors, there may be more
to this connection than meets the eye. It's like the
fusion of two elements in a science experiment —
only this time, instead of producing a new
compound, we might just uncover a surprising

statistical relationship between these unusual
variables.

Before we peel back the layers of this enigma and
reveal our findings, it's important to acknowledge
the speculative nature of this inquiry. Indeed, some
may be inclined to dismiss our pursuit as a wild
goose chase through the fields of correlation
without causation. Nonetheless, we assure the
reader that our approach has been as rigorous as a
rocket launch countdown — meticulously designed,
carefully executed, and occasionally punctuated by
unexpected explosions of data.

As we embark on this peculiar journey of
analysis, we invite our scholarly companions to
leave their preconceptions at the door and embrace
the whimsical adventure that awaits. After all, in the
grand theater of statistical exploration, sometimes
the most captivating performances occur in the most
unexpected acts. So, without further ado, let's
buckle up and blend in as we explore the peculiar
relationship between motor vehicle thefts and the
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number of blender tenders in the great state of
Mississippi.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The association between motor vehicle thefts
and seemingly unrelated social and economic
indicators has been a topic of interest for
researchers and enthusiasts alike. Smith (2010)
examined the relationship between automotive
larceny and local dairy production in Vermont,
while Doe (2015) explored the correlation between
car thefts and the prevalence of ceramic garden
gnomes in suburban areas. Jones (2018) delved into
the perplexing connection between auto theft rates
and the number of Elvis impersonators in Nevada.
These studies, though seemingly whimsical at first
glance, underscore the overarching theme that
statistical relationships may lurk in the unlikeliest of
places.

As we delve into the uncharted territory of
blending motor vehicle thefts with the number of
blender tenders in Mississippi, we are reminded of
the words of renowned sociologist, Lorem Ipsum,
who famously remarked that "the thread of
correlation may snag on the most mundane of
needles, or unravel amidst the most exotic of
tapestries." Indeed, our pursuit may appear far-
fetched, akin to chasing unicorns in a field of data,
but as Lorem Ipsum wisely posits, the most
fantastical endeavors often lead to the most
intriguing discoveries.

Turning to related literature, "The Economics of
Thievery: A Comparative Analysis of Larcenous
Relationships"” by Larceny and Robbin (2017)
provides a comprehensive examination of the
economic drivers of various theft activities.
Although the focus is broad, the insights garnered
from this work shed light on the intricate web of
incentives that may underpin criminal behavior,
lending credence to the notion that the passion for
pilfering and the operation of household appliances
may not be as mutually exclusive as one might
think.

In a similar vein, "Blender Bonanza: An Ode to
the Unsung Heroes of the Kitchen" by Blendmaster
and Whirr (2021) presents an in-depth exploration
of the historical, cultural, and culinary significance
of blenders and their stewards. While this work may
not directly address criminal activities, it offers a
glimpse into the world of those who deftly
manipulate the blades of blending, inviting us to
ponder the potential intersections of this arcane
craft with the darker facets of societal fabric.

Transitioning from the realm of serious non-
fiction, we encounter literary works that bear
curious relevance to our quest. "The Art of
Automobile Acquisition" by Isaac Wheelspawn
(2008) and "The Blending Bounty: Recipes and
Reflections from the Blender Frontier" by Martha
Mixer (2014) stand as literary mile markers in our
meandering journey through the landscape of our
inquiry. Though these tomes may not explicitly
discuss the interplay between auto thefts and
blender occupations, their mere existence within the
literary canon serves as a gentle nudge, whispering
that there may be bizarre, untrodden paths waiting
to be unearthed.

Now, in a departure from the conventional, we
turn our attention to fictional narratives that, in their
imaginative tapestries, may offer unsuspected
insights into the enigmatic relationship we seek to
unravel. The chilling tale of "The Stolen Sedans and
Smoothie Sabotage: A Mississippi Mystery" by
Agatha AutoTheft (1999) and the heartwarming
saga of "Blender Bandits and the Mississippi
Menace" by Mildred Mystical (2012) present
fictionalized scenarios that, while purely products
of imagination, prick our curiosity with their
whimsical juxtapositions of crime and culinary
pursuits.

Adding a slight yet pertinent departure from the
realm of printed media, we cannot overlook the
immersive world of television. Shows such as
"Criminal Blues: A Smooth Criminal's Struggle"
and "Blender Battalion: Tales of Pulp and Puree"
offer unique perspectives that may, in some
measure, reflect elements of the intertwining themes
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we seek to disentangle. The immersive allure of
visual storytelling, with its myriad nuances and
quirks, may cast a light on the intricate dance
between illicit vehicular activities and the humble
art of blender mastery.

As we navigate this colorful array of literature
and media, we are reminded of the sheer expanse of
intellectual terrain that awaits exploration. In the
tapestry of knowledge, each thread — be it
whimsical, speculative, or purely fictional -
contributes its own hue to the grand mosaic of
understanding. Our journey of scholarly excitement
and playful investigation continues as we seek to
shed light on the unexpected relationship between
motor vehicle thefts and the number of blender
tenders in the great state of Mississippi.

METHODOLOGY

In order to untangle the web of intrigue surrounding
the perplexing correlation between motor vehicle
thefts and the number of blender tenders in
Mississippi, we employed a methodology as diverse
and dynamic as the array of smoothie recipes in a
bustling kitchen. Our research team cast a wide net
across the internet, snaring data from the FBI
Criminal Justice Information Services and the
Bureau of Labor Statistics like a cunning angler
aiming to reel in an abundance of statistical fish.

To begin this whimsical odyssey, we combed
through records covering the period from 2003 to
2022, capturing an extensive timeframe akin to the
aging process of a fine wine — or perhaps more
aptly, the expiration of a forgotten jar of blender
salsa. With this temporal scope, we sought to
capture the full spectrum of motor vehicle theft
escapades and blender-tending escapades, hoping to
expose any underlying patterns reminiscent of a
carefully layered parfait.

Our first step involved the extraction of robust
statistical data on motor vehicle thefts in
Mississippi, covering both reported and unreported
instances with the precision of a blender slicing
through a jumble of fruits and vegetables. We

meticulously recorded counts of stolen vehicles,
scrutinizing their make, model, and year with the
fervor of a car enthusiast perusing a vintage auto
show.

Simultaneously, we delved into the enigmatic realm
of blender tenders — a group as enigmatic as the
Loch Ness Monster and perhaps just as elusive.
Scouring the depths of labor statistics, we cataloged
the number of individuals employed in occupations
related to blender operation and maintenance,
sifting through the data with the dedication of an
archaeologist sifting through layers of ancient
artifacts. This allowed wus to construct a
comprehensive portrait of the blender-tending
community, revealing their numerical strength and
unearthing any potential correlations hidden within
the annals of labor data.

Following this exhaustive data collection phase, we
embarked on a statistical voyage worthy of a crew
of daring explorers. Armed with a trusty statistical
toolkit, we calculated the correlation coefficient
between motor vehicle thefts and the number of
blender tenders, utilizing techniques as precise as a
master chef measuring ingredients for a prized
recipe. Our analysis sought to discern whether a
meaningful relationship existed between these
seemingly incongruent variables, akin to discerning
the hidden flavors within a deceptively simple
smoothie blend.

Furthermore, we subjected our findings to rigorous
hypothesis  testing, employing p-values and
confidence intervals like seasoned detectives
corroborating evidence in a perplexing case. Our
goal was to ascertain the statistical significance of
any observed correlations and distinguish between
mere happenstance and genuine association, akin to
separating a bushel of ripe bananas from a crate of
utilitarian lug nuts.

Lastly, we meticulously combed through our results,
ensuring that our conclusions were as robust as a
well-built automobile chassis and as insightful as a
well-crafted blender. In doing so, we sought to
present a coherent narrative that encapsulated the
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peculiar dance of data points, illuminating the
underlying relationship between motor vehicle
thefts and the number of blender tenders with the
clarity of a pristine car windshield.

With this multifaceted and spirited methodology, we
endeavored to unravel the mysteries shrouding the
unexpected entanglement of car larceny and blender
aficionados, embracing the quirks and curiosities of
statistical exploration with an unyielding spirit of
inquiry.

RESULTS

The investigation into the perplexing correlation
between motor vehicle thefts and the number of
blender tenders in Mississippi yielded some
unexpected yet tantalizing results. After analyzing
data from the FBI Criminal Justice Information
Services and the Bureau of Labor Statistics for the
period spanning 2003 to 2022, we unearthed a
correlation coefficient of 0.9068316, an r-squared
value of 0.8223435, and a p-value of less than 0.01.
These statistical parameters point to a remarkably
strong relationship between the two variables,
prompting both sober reflection and lighthearted
speculation.

The r-squared value indicates that approximately
82.23% of the variability in motor vehicle thefts can
be explained by the variation in the number of
blender tenders. That's a hefty chunk of the theft
puzzle potentially linked to the blend of blenders in
the state. It's as if the thieves are revving up their
engines proportionate to the smoothie-making
activity — a perplexing yet strangely compelling
observation.

Furthermore, the scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually depicts
the robust correlation we discovered. The data
points form a pattern that can only be described as a
"smooth" relationship, much like the consistency of
a well-prepared smoothie. The linear trend is
unmistakable, and it's as clear as day that there's
more to this connection than meets the eye. It's
almost as if the thieves and the blender aficionados
are engaging in an intricate dance, with one group

taking and the other giving, albeit in entirely
different contexts.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These findings have left us pondering the nature of
this unusual relationship. Is there a criminal
underground network of smoothie enthusiasts,
feverishly purloining vehicles to power their
blenders? Or perhaps there's a more innocent
explanation, such as an unforeseen economic
correlation or even a statistical fluke. The halfway
point between skepticism and curiosity is where we
find ourselves, tantalized by the mystery and eager
to unwarp the tightly wound blend of variables
intertwining in the great state of Mississippi.

DISCUSSION

The results of our investigation have unveiled a
remarkable correlation between motor vehicle thefts
and the number of blender tenders in Mississippi.
Our findings echo the sentiments expressed by
Smith (2010), Doe (2015), and Jones (2018)
regarding the propensity for statistical relationships
to emerge from seemingly unconnected realms. It
seems that the odd and whimsical pursuits of
research into dairy production, ceramic garden
gnomes, and even Elvis impersonators have paved
the way for our own exploration into the enigmatic
connection between auto theft and the world of
blender mastery.

The robust correlation coefficient of 0.9068316 and
the p-value of less than 0.01 support and expand
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upon the previous findings, underscoring the
unexpected intertwining of automotive larceny and
culinary craftsmanship. Our results align with the
broader theme that the web of correlation may
indeed ensnare the most mundane of needles or
unravel amidst the most exotic of tapestries (Lorem
Ipsum, specific reference unavailable).

Furthermore, the r-squared value of 0.8223435
signifies that approximately 82.23% of the
variability in motor vehicle thefts in Mississippi can
be elucidated by the variation in the number of
blender tenders. This statistically significant
relationship suggests a strong and intriguing
connection, begging the question: could there be a
smoothie crime syndicate clandestinely operating
amid Mississippi's bustling blender bonanza?

The scatterplot visually depicts the striking
correlation, presenting a pattern that evokes the
smooth consistency of a well-prepared smoothie,
raising the possibility of a harmonious albeit bizarre
dance between the thieves and the blender
aficionados. Indeed, the intricate interplay of these
variables calls to mind the words of Isaac Newton:
"Every action has an equal and opposite reaction,"
although in this case, the actions involve theft and
blending, and the reactions yield an unexpected
statistical harmony.

As we navigate the labyrinth of statistical and
sociological implications, the sheer quirkiness of
our findings beckons us to entertain a plethora of
possibilities. Could it be that blender tenders
inadvertently  influence the proclivity for
automotive larceny, either through their sheer
presence or perhaps through the seductive allure of
artisanal smoothies in the criminal underworld? Or
is this correlation merely a cheerful statistical
serendipity, destined to befuddle criminologists and
culinary enthusiasts alike?

In unraveling the perplexing correlation between
motor vehicle thefts and the number of blender
tenders in Mississippi, we find ourselves amidst an
enthralling blend of thrilling discovery and
lighthearted speculation. What remains certain is

that the connection between these seemingly
unrelated variables has piqued our interest and
ignited a spark of scholarly excitement, leaving us
eagerly anticipating the next chapter in this
unexpected escapade through the statistical tangling
of automotive larceny and blender aficionados.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our investigation has unearthed a
delightfully peculiar relationship between motor
vehicle thefts and the number of blender tenders in
Mississippi. The statistically robust correlation
coefficient and r-squared value point to a
connection as strong as a well-made smoothie.
Indeed, it seems that the perpetrators of car theft are
not just revving up their engines, but mirroring the
rhythmic pulsations of the blender aficionados. As
we blend together these unexpected findings, one
can't help but wonder if there's a "blendestine"
group orchestrating this curious dance between
automotive larceny and culinary artistry.

While our results beckon the imagination with the
allure of a suspenseful crime novel, we must
acknowledge the limitations of our study. It's
essential to approach these findings with a healthy
dose of skepticism, as correlation does not imply
causation. After all, it wouldn't be wise to jump to
conclusions faster than a whirlwind blender mix.

Nevertheless, the evidence presents an enigmatic
tableau that sparks both contemplation and whimsy.
As we bid farewell to this captivating adventure of
statistical exploration, we assert with confidence
that no further research in this curious nexus of car
theft and blender connoisseurs is warranted. It
seems we've reached the zenith, or should we say
the "Zenith blender setting,” of this peculiar
correlation.
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