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In this study, we set out to unravel the enigmatic relationship between the number of Associate degrees awarded in Dental Assisting and the runs scored by
the Baltimore Orioles. Through meticulous data analysis from the National Center for Education Statistics and Baseball-Reference.com, we discovered a
correlation coefficient of 0.9113451 and p < 0.01 for the years 2011 to 2021. Our findings provide a tantalizing glimpse into the interplay between oral
health education and athletic performance. Join us as we dissect this unexpected connection and delve into the delightful realm where dental hygiene meets

home runs.

INTRODUCTION

How does one begin to unravel the mystery of the
relationship between Dental Assisting degrees and the Baltimore
Orioles' runs scored? This peculiar association has baffled
scholars and baseball enthusiasts alike, prompting us to embark
on a thrilling academic adventure. As we dive into the
intersection of dental education and professional sports, we are
reminded of the enigmatic nature of statistical correlations. The
intricate tapestry of human endeavors often weaves unexpected
connections, and the curious tie between oral hygiene and
athletic achievement is no exception.

It is as if the tooth fairy herself has sprinkled a dash of
statistical stardust, leading us down a path where toothbrushes
and baseball bats converge. Much like a well-executed dental
procedure, our research aims to uncover the underlying logic
behind this captivating correlation, capturing the imagination of
both academic and sporting communities. We shall traverse the
hallowed halls of dental education and the hallowed turf of
baseball fields, in search of the threads that entwine these
seemingly disparate domains.

As we embark upon this scientific odyssey, we are reminded
of the enduring appeal of the unexpected. For, in the game of
statistics, one must always be prepared for the curveballs that
numerical analyses can throw. No pun intended, of course — yet
it is this delightful unpredictability that makes our investigation
all the more compelling.

From plaque to player performance, from flossing technique
to field strategy, we delve into a realm where the worlds of
immaculate grins and grand slams collide. This paper seeks not
only to unravel the perplexing correlation between Dental
Assisting degrees and runs scored by the Baltimore Orioles but
also to celebrate the delightful quirkiness of statistical
exploration. So, grab your calculators and baseball caps, dear
readers, as we embark on a quirky quest to decipher the amusing

association between dental education and runs on the baseball
diamond.

Review of existing research

The curious correlation between the number of Associate
degrees awarded in Dental Assisting and the runs scored by the
Baltimore Orioles has drawn attention from researchers across
various disciplines. Smith (2015) conducted a comprehensive
analysis of dental education trends in relation to sports
performance, laying the groundwork for our investigation. Her
findings revealed a compelling pattern, prompting further
inquiry into the unexplored territory where floss meets fungo
bat.

Building upon Smith's seminal work, Doe (2018) examined
the potential impact of dental hygiene on athletic prowess,
sparking thought-provoking discussions in academia and the
sports industry. While the connection between gleaming smiles
and home runs may seem far-fetched at first glance, Doe sheds
light on the intriguing intersection of oral health and on-field
achievement.

Jones (2020) delved into the historical context of dental care
and its ripple effects on baseball, offering a captivating account
of how the evolution of dental practices may have inadvertently
shaped the trajectory of bat-and-ball sports. The intersection of
pearly whites and curveballs becomes all the more riveting when
viewed through the lens of Jones's meticulous research.

Turning to non-fiction literature, "The Ultimate Guide to
Dental Assisting" by White & Brown (2019) and "Moneyball:
The Art of Winning an Unfair Game" by Lewis (2003)
contribute valuable insights into the multifaceted nature of skills
development and team success. While the former focuses on the
intricacies of dental assisting, the latter offers a compelling
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narrative of unconventional strategies in baseball management,
prompting us to contemplate the parallel trajectories of clinical
proficiency and runs batted in.

In the realm of fiction, "Tooth and Consequences: A Dental
Mystery" by Brushwell (2017) and "The Natural" by Malamud
(1952) provide provocative allegories that blur the boundaries
between oral care and athletic achievement. Through their
imaginative storytelling, these authors beckon us to ponder the
unexpected parallels between dental perplexities and the artistry
of hitting a baseball.

Furthermore, recent social media discourse has sparked
engaging conversations regarding the enigmatic relationship
under scrutiny. A Twitter thread by @SmilingSlugger draws
attention to the correlation between proficiency in dental
assistance procedures and the ability to crush home runs,
offering anecdotal accounts that capture the imagination of
online communities. It is within these digital dialogues that the
whimsical dance between degrees and runs finds a new platform
for lighthearted speculation.

Thus, the confluence of scholarly investigations, literary
narratives, and online musings converges in a tapestry of wit and
wonder, beckoning us into a realm where the unexpected takes
center stage. As we navigate through this amalgam of
influences, we are reminded that behind every statistical
endeavor lies a treasure trove of delightful curiosities waiting to
be unearthed.

Procedure
METHODOLOGY

To unveil the confounding correlation between the confounding
correlation between the confounding correlation between the
number of Associate degrees awarded in Dental Assisting and
the runs scored by the Baltimore Orioles, we adopted a
multifaceted approach that combined the rigor of statistical
analysis with the whimsy of serendipitous discovery. Our data
collection efforts were akin to a quest for hidden treasures,
navigating through the labyrinthine depths of the National
Center for Education Statistics and Baseball-Reference.com.

First off, our team donned our metaphorical dental loupes and
meticulously combed through the data on Associate degrees
awarded in Dental Assisting from 2011 to 2021. This involved
consulting various institutional reports, as well as engaging in
some shameless eavesdropping on academic conversations to
glean insights into the world of dental education. We spared no
expense in unravelling the dental degree mysteries, leaving no
plaque unturned in our pursuit of elucidation.

Simultaneously, our expedition led us to the realm of
Baltimore Orioles' runs scored, where we mined copious
amounts of data from Baseball-Reference.com. With the fervor

of archeologists unearthing ancient relics, we pored over game
statistics, examined scoring trends, and immersed ourselves in
the ebbs and flows of the Orioles' performance. It was a heady
concoction of numerical juggling and baseball fever, resulting in
a fascinating brew of data correlations and strikeouts.

Once we had amassed these troves of rich information, we
undertook a mystical ritual known as statistical analysis. Armed
with our trusty software, we conjured up the spectral wonders of
correlation coefficients, p-values, and scatterplots. Like
alchemists seeking the philosopher’s stone, we sought to
transmute raw data into nuggets of insight, meticulously probing
for the elusive thread that connected dental degrees to runs
scored.

Finally, in a stroke of sheer genius mixed with desperation,
we employed a novel approach known as the "Molar Index
Method," which quantifies the degrees of separations between
dental statistics and baseball scores. This convoluted method
involved cross-referencing the number of tooth root canals
performed in proximity to significant baseball game dates,
creating a truly unique and undeniably bizarre angle at
understanding our two seemingly disconnected variables.
Unconventional as it might appear, the Molar Index Method
surprisingly produced results that left us both scratching our
heads and marveling at the mystique of statistical exploration.

In essence, our methodology was a confluence of dogged
perseverance, inventive analysis, and a healthy dollop of
whimsy, resulting in a blend that is as eclectic and zany as the
correlation it sought to unravel. Much like an inexplicable dental
anomaly or a game-changing home run, our methodology
carried the spirit of intrigue and surprise, weaving a tale that
intermingles the realms of dental academia and baseball
superstardom.

Findings

The data analysis revealed a surprising and robust correlation
between the number of Associate degrees awarded in Dental
Assisting and the runs scored by the Baltimore Orioles. The
correlation coefficient of 0.9113451 indicates a strong positive
relationship, with an r-squared value of 0.8305500, suggesting
that approximately 83% of the variance in runs scored can be
explained by the number of Dental Assisting degrees awarded.
The p-value of less than 0.01 further underlines the statistical
significance of this unexpected connection.

The scatterplot in Fig. 1 visually demonstrates the striking
correlation between these seemingly unrelated variables. The
upward trend in the data points is as clear as the need for a good
toothbrush, leaving little room to question the strength of this
association. It's almost as if each dental degree awarded brings a
home run closer, or perhaps every cavity filled adds a run to the
scoreboard.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



This intriguing finding begs the question: Could dental
education be the secret sauce for hitting a home run? Perhaps the
Orioles have been pursuing a "Floss for Success" program,
aiming to perfect their oral hygiene in the hopes of boosting
their batting averages. Alternatively, it is not entirely implausible
that the players, in a fit of enigmatic inspiration, decided to
integrate dental terminology into their game strategies. Imagine
the confusion on the field when instead of signals for a bunt or
steal, they yell "molar" or "wisdom tooth"!

Years 2011-2021, r=0.911, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The meticulous data collection and analysis process may not
have provided a definitive answer to this peculiar correlation,
but it has certainly illuminated a delightful realm where the
worlds of oral health and baseball intersect. As we mull over the
implications of our findings, one thing is certain — this
correlation is no longer incognito, and it's certainly not a canard.
It's a statistical marvel that tickles the funny bone and leaves us
marveling at the quirky conundrums that statistical exploration
can unearth.

Discussion

The discovery of a robust correlation between Associate degrees
awarded in Dental Assisting and runs scored by the Baltimore
Orioles undoubtedly leaves us in awe of the whimsical
manifestations of statistical analysis. Our findings not only
corroborate the earlier work of Smith (2015) and Doe (2018) but
also shed light on a relationship as enigmatic as the tooth fairy
leaving batting gloves under a pillow.

Our data, with a correlation coefficient of 0.9113451 and an r-
squared value of 0.8305500, has validated the seemingly absurd
yet intriguing claims made by @SmilingSlugger on Twitter. It
appears that the anecdotal accounts within digital communities
may have been onto something after all. As we peel back the
layers of this enthralling correlation, it is as if we are unraveling
a mystery novel where each chapter brings us closer to
uncovering the ultimate truth that links dental education and
home runs — a riveting tale indeed, with floss woven into every
plot twist.

The literature review playfully introduced us to the musings of
"Tooth and Consequences: A Dental Mystery" by Brushwell

(2017), which challenges us to contemplate the unexpected
parallels between dental perplexities and the artistry of hitting a
baseball. Not unlike navigating a dental maze, our analysis has
led us through a labyrinth of data, ultimately revealing a
correlation as perplexing and delightful as the fictional dental
conundrums portrayed in Brushwell's narrative.

Furthermore, the potential impact of dental hygiene on athletic
prowess, as discussed by Doe (2018), has been brought to the
fore through our empirical findings. It's almost as if the Orioles
have been engaging in a clandestine "brush for the brush-off"
campaign, seeking to maintain both strong teeth and strong
swings. This whimsical image aside, our results lend credence to
the notion that tooth and run counts enjoy a far from
coincidental relationship.

In addition, the work of Jones (2020) probing into the historical
context of dental care and its ripple effects on baseball becomes
all the more pertinent in light of our findings. The interplay of
pearly whites and curveballs has taken on a new depth,
mirroring the profound significance that Jones masterfully
captured in his narrative. Much like a dental x-ray revealing
hidden cavities, our analysis casts light on an association that is
as tangible as it is unexpected.

In summary, our statistical odyssey has illuminated a realm
where the worlds of oral health and baseball converge. The
implications of our findings extend beyond the ivory tower of
academia, transcending into the playful realm of sports, health,
and statistical curiosities. As we contemplate the savory puns
and delight in the unexpected correlations that our research has
revealed, one question remains —what other idiosyncrasies of
statistical inquiry are waiting to be uncovered next?

Conclusion
CONCLUSION

In the immortal words of Yogi Berra, "It's like déja vu all over
again!" Our investigation into the correlation between Dental
Assisting degrees and the Baltimore Orioles' run scoring has
uncorked a statistical vintage that's crisp, complex, and more
than a little quirky. The robust correlation coefficient of
0.9113451 has left us wondering if a degree in dental care holds
the key to hitting it out of the park. It's as though every tooth
polished and every crown fitted gives the Orioles a nudge closer
to home plate — or perhaps they've incorporated dental lingo into
their playcalling, turning the baseball diamond into a dental
clinic in disguise.

However, as much as we love chasing statistical unicorns, it's
time to hang up our lab coats and declare that further research in
this area may be nothing more than a wild-goose chase. Our
findings may be as sweet as a perfectly ripe peach, but it's time
to brush away the toothy grins and focus on other pressing
matters. This peculiar correlation will remain a delightful quirk
in the annals of statistical exploration, a reminder that
sometimes in the world of data analysis, the unexpected can be
as captivating as a grand slam in the bottom of the ninth. Thus,
we bid adieu to this peculiar enigma, secure in the knowledge
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that the allure of statistical oddities will never fade into
obscurity.

So, let's raise a glass of both statistical significance and
statistical levity to the curious connection between dental
education and runs scored in baseball. As we walk away from
this singular statistical spectacle, we leave with a wry smile and
an abiding appreciation for the delightful randomness that
statistical exploration can inject into our lives. And remember,
when it comes to the correlation between dental degrees and
baseball runs, as the saying goes, "You can't brush off statistics,
but you sure can floss them away!"

It's time to close the chapter on this statistical saga, dear readers.
Until the tooth fairy sprinkles her statistical stardust once more,
we bid you adieu!

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.

More info:

tylervigen.com/spurious-research



