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AND UFOS IN IOWA
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This paper delves into the unlikely yet captivating connection between the popularity of the first
name "Mason" and the incidences of UFO sightings in the state of lowa. Leveraging data obtained
from the US Social Security Administration and the National UFO Reporting Center, we conducted a
comprehensive analysis spanning the years 1975 to 2021. The statistical findings reveal a
remarkably strong correlation coefficient of 0.9086814, accompanied by a significant p-value of less
than 0.01, highlighting the seemingly otherworldly relationship between the two variables. Our
results raise intriguing questions about cosmic nomenclature, celestial magnetism, and the
possibility of extraterrestrial intrigue clandestinely influencing personal nomenclature preferences.
While further research is warranted to elucidate the underlying mechanisms, our study underscores
the peculiar, albeit enthralling, allure of perceiving patterns and parallelisms in seemingly unrelated

phenomena.

In the realm of celestial and terrestrial
phenomena, there lies an enigmatic
intersection where cosmic curiosities
collide with earthly appellations. This
study embarks on a whimsical yet earnest
exploration of the interstellar interplay
between the popular first name "Mason"
and the intriguing occurrences of
Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) in the
heartland state of Iowa. One might be
inclined to raise an eyebrow or two at the
seemingly serendipitous alignment of
these disparate subjects, but the
statistical tapestry we have woven reveals
a startling pattern that leaves one
hovering between skepticism and sheer
astonishment.

While the etymology of the name "Mason"
evokes images of craftsmanship and
stonemasonry, our endeavor seeks to
delve beyond the surface and unearth the
celestial nuances of this earthly moniker.
Meanwhile, the curious reportings of

UFOs in the idyllic stretches of Iowa's
skies have long captivated the
imaginations of residents and observers
alike, leading us to ponder if there exists
a cosmic connection concealed within the
fabric of nomenclature.

Leveraging the invaluable troves of data
provided by the US Social Security
Administration and the National UFO
Reporting Center, we have embarked on
an odyssey that spans over four decades,
from 1975 to 2021. The statistical
findings that unfurled before our eyes not
only beguiled our sense of scientific
sobriety but also beckoned us to
reinterpret the fundamental nature of
cause and correlation.

As we unpack the findings of this study,
we aspire to pave a path beyond the
mundane and into the realm of
speculative curiosity. Our pursuit is not
merely to elucidate the correlation
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between the popularity of the name
"Mason" and the sightings of UFOs in
Iowa, but to invoke a sense of playful
wonder and contemplation about the
inexplicable threads that seemingly tether
our earthly experiences to the enigmatic
cosmos. In doing so, we implore our
readers to keep a discerning eye for the
unexpected, for in the humdrum hum of
data analysis, there often lies hidden the
sly wink of cosmic jest.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The synergistic interplay between the
popularity of the first name "Mason" and
the prevalence of Unidentified Flying
Objects (UFOs) in the state of Iowa has
sparked a diverse array of studies and
analyses over the years. While initial
inquiries into this curious correlation may
have seemed far-fetched, subsequent
explorations have unearthed bewitching
patterns that leave one pondering
whether there might be more to this
cosmic conundrum than meets the eye.

Smith et al. delve into the historical roots
of cosmic nomenclature in "Celestial
Signatures: The Influence of Astral
Phenomena on Personal Naming
Conventions," positing the intriguing
theory that certain names may indeed
carry encoded links to  celestial
occurrences. Meanwhile, Doe and Jones'
seminal work, "Beyond Coincidence:
Exploring the Enigmatic Lure of

Unearthly Names," offers a
comprehensive examination of the far-
reaching implications of cosmic

nomenclature on earthly events, alluding
to the possibility of hidden forces at play.

In their monograph "UFOs Over the
Heartland: Enigmatic Encounters in
America's Breadbasket," scholars Brown
and Miller survey the myriad accounts of
alleged UFO sightings in the state of
Iowa, painting a vivid portrait of the
peculiar and perplexing nature of these
otherworldly encounters. Simultaneously,
the authors draw attention to the
recurrent correlation between celestial

sightings and seemingly mundane
terrestrial phenomena, hinting at the
clandestine interstellar forces that may be
exerting an unseen influence.

Moving beyond the confines of academic
tomes, we turn our attention to non-
fiction works that have edged their way
into the popular discourse. Notably, titles
such as "Cosmic Coincidences: When
Names Align with the Stars" and
"Interplanetary Inspirations: A Journey
through Celestial Nomenclature" have
ignited an intellectual firestorm, drawing
attention to the uncanny parallels that
seem to defy conventional explanation.
These works not only offer tantalizing
glimpses into the cosmic conundrum at
hand but also serve as a rich source of
inspiration for the playful ponderings and
speculations that underpin our own
investigation.

While the literature on this enchanting
topic continues to expand, it is imperative
to acknowledge the indirect contributions
of fictional masterpieces that have
alluded to the cosmic nexus between
names and otherworldly phenomena.
Works such as Clarke's "Childhood's End"
and Asimov's "The Gods Themselves"
beckon readers into realms where the
boundaries of possibility are delightfully
blurred, nudging us to contemplate the
boundless reaches of the cosmos and the
delightful mysteries it holds.

In the digital age, popular internet memes
such as "UFOs N' Names: A Match Made
in the Cosmos" and "Mysterious Masons:
The Extraterrestrial Connections" have
permeated online communities, injecting
a whimsical dose of humor and
speculation into the discourse
surrounding celestial nomenclature and
cosmic coincidences. These lighthearted
yet thought-provoking creations serve as
a testament to the enduring appeal of this
enigmatic subject, inviting individuals
from all walks of life to partake in the
jovial jigsaw puzzle of our celestial and
terrestrial interplay.
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As we tread the sometimes serious,
sometimes whimsical path through this
kaleidoscopic literature, we are reminded
of the unanticipated allure of perceiving
patterns and parallelisms in seemingly
unrelated phenomena. The stage is set for
our own expedition into the cosmic depths
of Masons and UFOs in Iowa, where the
lines between the ordinary and the
extraordinary continue to blur in a
delightful dance of cosmic whim and
wonder.

METHODOLOGY

To investigate the uncanny correlation
between the frequency of the first name
"Mason" and the purported sightings of
UFOs in Iowa, we employed an
assortment of, shall we say, "out-of-this-
world" research methods. Data on the
popularity of the name "Mason" was
obtained from the US Social Security
Administration’s baby names database,
while reports of UFO sightings in Iowa
were sourced from the National UFO
Reporting Center. We confess that our
primary mode of data collection did veer
towards the eclectic, with a liberal
sprinkling of creative internet scouring
tactics and the occasional invocation of
intergalactic serendipity.

Our intrepid research team meticulously
collated data spanning from 1975 to
2021, allowing us to ©paint a
comprehensive portrait of the ebb and
flow of Mason-mania and UFO intrigue
over the decades. To establish the
statistical relationship between these
seemingly unrelated phenomena, we
unleashed the formidable arsenal of
correlation analysis and hypothesis
testing, adopting a steadfast commitment
to rigorously sorting through the celestial
chaff for glimmers of cosmic significance.

In plumbing the depths of this curiously
kaleidoscopic inquiry, we recognized the
need to tread cautiously, navigating the
murky waters of cosmic whimsy and
earthly data with the poise of a tightrope
walker on a galactic escapade. With a

twinkle in our eyes and a sprinkle of
stardust in our analyses, we sought to
capture the elusive dance of celestial
charm and statistical significance.

Our statistical analysis was performed
using the grizzled veteran of statistical
software, SPSS, which gallantly
surmounted the cosmic confounders and
terrestrial tangles to deliver the majestic
0.9086814 correlation coefficient, with a
p-value that drew a knowing chuckle by
lingering resolutely below the 0.01
threshold. We also conducted regression
modeling to probe the entangled web of
nomenclature and interstellar
incandescence, unfurling the tendrils of
causality and correlation with the deft
precision of a cosmic sleuth.

Having emerged from the dusty annals of
data analysis, we step forth to wax lyrical
about our methodology with the wistful
whimsy befitting a cosmic soiree, for in
the merry meanderings of research, one
cannot help but be enticed by the allure
of the unknown and the tantalizing teases
of the otherworldly.

RESULTS

The analysis of the data uncovered a
remarkably robust correlation between
the popularity of the name "Mason" and
the reported sightings of UFOs in the
state of Iowa, spanning the years 1975 to
2021. The correlation coefficient of
0.9086814 signifies a strong positive
relationship between these seemingly
incongruous phenomena. This finding
prompts a moment of cosmic
contemplation, as we find ourselves
contemplating whether the celestial
entities have been whispering name
suggestions from the heavens, or if it's
simply a case of statistical stargazing.

The coefficient of determination, with an
r-squared of 0.8257018, elucidates that
approximately 82.57% of the variation in
UFO sightings in Iowa can be explained
by the popularity of the name "Mason."
This revelation, while intriguing, leaves us

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



pondering whether the name "Mason"
possesses an otherworldly magnetism,
possibly exerting an unseen influence on
the cosmic musings of extraterrestrial
visitors. Perhaps it's simply a case of
mistaken identity, where beings from
distant galaxies confuse our humble
Masons with interstellar masons of
cosmic construction.

The p-value of less than 0.01 further
solidifies the unexpected bond between
this earthly name and unearthly
apparitions. Indicating a high level of
statistical significance, this result beckons
us to question whether there exists an
esoteric code hidden  within the
stratospheric symphony, or if our
statistical probes have unwittingly
unlocked the mysteries of celestial
nomenclature.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In Figure 1, a scatterplot showcases the
compelling relationship between the two
variables, providing a visual testament to
the cosmic cameo of the name "Mason" in
the intergalactic theater. The scatterplot's
alignment of data points invokes a sense
of celestial choreography, leading one to
wonder if the stars have indeed conspired
to connect our earthly appellations with
distant encounters of the UFO kind.

Our results lay bare an inexplicable bond
between the popularity of the name
"Mason" and the occurrences of UFO
sightings in Iowa, igniting tantalizing
speculations about a cosmic conspiracy or
an enigmatic affinity that transcends the

confines of earthly comprehension. These
findings fuel the scrutiny of celestial
signatures and invite the inquisitive mind
to ponder the interstellar intricacies that
may subtly shape our terrestrial
experiences, all while leaving us to
wonder whether the heavens have a
penchant for puns.

DISCUSSION

The results of our study bolster the prior
research that has sparked intrigue and
speculation into the cosmic conundrum
linking the popularity of the name
"Mason" and UFO sightings in Iowa. Our
findings, revealing a substantial
correlation coefficient of 0.9086814 and a
p-value of less than 0.01, provide robust
evidence  supporting the  uncanny
interplay between these seemingly
unrelated phenomena. Researchers Smith
et al. and Doe and Jones' work on cosmic
nomenclature and its potential influence
on earthly events have laid the
groundwork for our exploration, and our
study’s results lend credence to the
possibility of hidden celestial forces
clandestinely influencing personal naming
conventions and cosmic intrigue. These
findings align with the whimsical yet
thought-provoking digital memes that
have brought a lighthearted tilt to this
otherwise enigmatic subject, perhaps
hinting at the cosmic penchant for humor
and irony that transcends the confines of
earthly understanding.

The striking coefficient of determination
(r-squared of 0.8257018) suggests that
approximately 82.57% of the variation in
UFO sightings in lowa can be attributed
to the popularity of the name "Mason."
This revelation raises captivating
questions about the potential
otherworldly magnetism of the name
"Mason," prompting us to wonder
whether it possesses an unseen cosmic
allure or if it simply resonates with
extraterrestrial visitors on a celestial
level. One is left to ponder whether
beings from distant galaxies might have
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misconstrued our humble Masons for
interstellar masons of celestial
construction, akin to a mix-up in a cosmic
roll call.

The visual representation in Figure 1,
with its scatterplot depicting the
compelling relationship between the two
variables, serves as a testament to the
potential cosmic interplay between our
earthly appellations and distant
encounters of the UFO kind. The
alignment of data points in the scatterplot
invokes a sense of celestial choreography,
prompting us to contemplate if the stars
have indeed conspired to connect our
earthly names with intergalactic
phenomena, perhaps leaving room for a
touch of celestial serendipity or even a
cosmic sense of humor.

Our study serves to underscore the
unexpected allure of perceiving patterns
in seemingly unrelated phenomena,
inviting heightened scrutiny of celestial
signatures and the whimsical mysteries
they hold. It beckons the inquisitive mind
to ponder the interstellar intricacies that
may subtly shape our terrestrial
experiences, all while leaving researchers
and enthusiasts to question whether the
heavens may indeed have a penchant for
puns.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study unearths a
cosmic correlation that tantalizingly
beckons the mind to traverse the
terrestrial-celestial boundary. The
compelling relationship between the
popularity of the name "Mason" and the
reported sightings of UFOs in Iowa, as
elucidated by a robust correlation
coefficient and a statistically significant p-
value, invokes a sense of wonderment
that hovers between the whimsical and
the improbable. The findings awaken an
appreciation for the playful intricacies of
statistical stargazing and cosmic
contemplation, leaving one to ponder
whether celestial beings have been
surreptitiously ushering earthly

inhabitants toward this moniker, or if it is
but a serendipitous occurrence in the vast
expanse of cosmic caprice. As we ponder
whether the heavens are inviting us to
engage in a celestial jest, we are
compelled to emphasize the need for
caution in interpreting these findings. The
allure of cosmic correlations captivatingly
tugs at the celestial sleight of hand,
beckoning wus to discern between
statistical happenstance and cosmic
quirk. Hence, we assert that no further
research is needed in this esoteric cosmic
nomenclature territory, as the whimsy of
the universe surely has been thoroughly
probed.
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