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TEACHING TATERS AND TURTLES: THE TENUOUS
TIES BETWEEN AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES
TEACHERS IN FLORIDA AND VISITORS TO

SEAWORLD FLORIDA

Chloe Harris, Alexander Turner, Gregory P Tyler

Center for the Advancement of Research

This paper delves into the curious connection between the quantity of agricultural sciences 
instructors in the sunny state of Florida and the influx of visitors to SeaWorld. While the link may 
seem as elusive as a shy manatee in a crowded lagoon, our team employed data from the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics and the TEA to tackle this fin-tastic question. We calculated a correlation coefficient 
of 0.9461499 and a p-value of less than 0.01 for the years spanning 2007 to 2021, demonstrating a 
surprisingly strong relationship. Our findings unveil a wave of whimsy as we explore how the 
cultivation of crops and the care of creatures may indeed have a captivating correlation. So, hold 
onto your sunhats and snorkels as we dive into the depths of this agricultural-aquatic connection!

   Ah, the delightful dance of agricultural
sciences  and  marine  marvels  in  the
Sunshine  State  of  Florida.  While  it  may
seem as incongruous as a manatee riding
a jet ski, our research aims to uncover the
fascinating  correlation  between  the
number of agricultural sciences teachers
and  the  visitors  flocking  to  SeaWorld
Florida.  This investigation is  not for  the
faint  of  heart  -  we're  delving  into  the
depths  of  statistical  analysis  and  pun-
tastic  ponderings  to  shed  light  on  this
unlikely pairing.

   As any good researcher knows, data is
our  trusty  life  preserver  in  the  sea  of
uncertainty.  We've  combed  through  the
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  to  count  the
crop-cultivating  connoisseurs,  while  also
diving  into  the  visitor  numbers  at
SeaWorld  like  an  enthusiastic  dolphin.
The figures have unfurled before us like a
treasure map, leading us to the shores of
a  correlation  coefficient  standing  at  a

whopping  0.9461499.  To  put  it  in
layman's  terms,  that's  a  correlation
tighter  than  a  hermit  crab's  grip  on  its
shell. And with a p-value that's lower than
an  anglerfish's  abode,  we've  got  some
solid evidence to support our claims.

   So, why should anyone care about this
quirky  correlation?  Well,  beyond  the
sheer  amusement  of  imagining  a
classroom  of  taters  and  turtles,  this
research  has  the  potential  to  bestow
meaningful insights into the intersections
of  education  and  entertainment.  By
unraveling  the  threads  that  tie  together
these seemingly disparate realms, we may
emerge with a newfound appreciation for
the interconnectedness of the agricultural
and aquatic realms.

   So, grab your snorkel and strap on your
overalls, dear readers, as we venture into
the  unexpected  waters  of  this
agricultural-aquatic  adventure.  It's  time
to  lift  the anchor,  set  sail,  and discover

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



the  mesmerizing  link  between  teaching
taters and turtles! 

LITERATURE REVIEW

To understand the  enigmatic  connection
between  agricultural  sciences  education
and marine-themed amusement,  we turn
to  a  body  of  scholarly  work  that
illuminates  the  unexpected  interplay
between  these  seemingly  divergent
domains. Smith et al. (2015) have delved
into the realm of  agricultural  education,
examining the impact of  teacher-student
ratios  on  student  engagement  and
academic performance. While their focus
may  not  have  been  on  the  specific
circumstances  of  Florida,  their  findings
shed light on the potential ripple effects
of  agricultural  science  instruction  on
student  interest  in  related  fields.
Likewise,  Doe  and  Jones  (2018)  have
explored the dynamics of visitor behavior
in marine parks, probing into the factors
that  influence  attendance  and
engagement.  Their  insights  serve  as
valuable pieces to the puzzle,  offering a
glimpse  into  the  whims and wonders  of
marine-themed entertainment.

As  we  segue  into  a  more  lighthearted
exploration  of  this  dynamic,  let  us  not
discount  the  contributions  of  non-fiction
literature  that  delve  into  the  realms  of
agriculture  and  marine  life.  "The  Blue
Ocean  Strategy"  by  W.  Chan  Kim  and
Renée  Mauborgne  may  at  first  glance
seem unrelated to our endeavor, but the
metaphorical resonance of this title in the
context  of  SeaWorld's  aquatic  allure
cannot  be  overlooked.  Similarly,  "The
Omnivore's  Dilemma"  by  Michael  Pollan
invites us to contemplate the complexities
of  food  production  and  consumption,
topics  that  intimately  intertwine  with
agricultural  sciences  education.  Now,
turning to fiction, we encounter potential
sources  of  inspiration  in  titles  such  as
"The  Secret  Life  of  Bees"  by  Sue  Monk
Kidd and "The Old Man and the Sea" by
Ernest  Hemingway.  While  not  directly
concerned  with  our  focal  points,  these

literary  works  provide  rich  tapestries  of
themes that echo the gentle embrace of
our research interests.

In a delightful turn of events, the internet
meme-sphere  offers  its  own  brand  of
insight  into  our  topics.  The  "Salad  Cat"
meme,  with  its  comical  juxtaposition  of
feline  companionship  and  leafy  greens,
nods  to  the  whimsical  potential  of  our
agricultural-aquatic  correlation.
Furthermore,  the  proliferation  of
"Distracted  Boyfriend"  memes  parallels
the intriguing distractions that may draw
visitors  from the  agricultural  heartlands
to the oceanic escapades of SeaWorld. In
this  delightful  convergence  of  digital
creativity  and  scholarly  pursuit,  we find
ourselves  buoyed  by  the  lighthearted
spirit of investigation.

As  we  wade  into  the  sea  of  scholarly
exploration,  we  invite  our  readers  to
embrace  the  buoyant  blend  of  sobriety
and  whimsy  that  characterizes  this
interdisciplinary endeavor.  The literature
that  surrounds  us  offers  not  only
intellectual sustenance but also a wave of
wit and wonder that propels us toward a
deeper understanding of the intricate ties
between teaching taters and turtles.

METHODOLOGY

To  unearth  the  enigmatic  connection
between  the  number  of  agricultural
sciences teachers in Florida and the influx
of  visitors  to  SeaWorld  Florida,  our
research team embarked on a journey as
thrilling  as  a  rollercoaster  ride  through
statistical  landscapes.  We harnessed  the
power of data collected from the Bureau
of  Labor  Statistics  and  the  tumultuous
tides of information from the TEA (not the
cozy beverage, but the tantalizing trove of
statistical education data) to capture the
essence of these disparate but potentially
interconnected domains.

First,  we  dove  deep  into  the  Bureau  of
Labor Statistics, where we sought out the
number  of  agricultural  sciences
instructors in Florida from 2007 to 2021.
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Like  intrepid  treasure  hunters,  we
charted the fluctuations in these educator
numbers,  riding the waves of  data  from
one  annual  snapshot  to  the  next.  After
every  buoy  was  accounted  for,  we
emerged from the sea of statistics with a
bounty of figures that could make even a
pirate’s parrot squawk with delight. 

Next,  we  turned  our  sights  to  the
mesmerizing  mystique  of  SeaWorld
Florida, where we pored over the visitor
data  with  the  intensity  of  a  pelican
spotting a school of fish. From the crowds
that ebbed and flowed like the tides, we
captured  the  patterns  of  attendance,
allowing  the  currents  of  human
fascination to  guide our  analysis.  As we
waded through these visitor numbers, we
marveled  at  the  kaleidoscope  of  data
points that mirrored the undulating fins of
a playful pod of dolphins.

With  these  two  datasets  firmly  in  hand,
we summoned the statistical gods to bless
us with the tools to measure their affinity.
We calculated the correlation coefficient
using  our  trusty  statistical  software,
yielding  a  value  of  0.9461499  that
shimmered  like  a  sunlit  surface  of  the
ocean.  This  robust  correlation  tangoed
before  us,  teasing  our  minds  with  the
delightful  dance  of  agricultural
enlightenment  and  aquatic  allure.
Moreover,  our  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
held as much weight as a ship's anchor,
solidifying  our  findings  with  statistical
fortitude.

In  essence,  we  harnessed  the  power  of
statistical  sorcery  to  unravel  this
agricultural-aquatic enigma, bridging the
gap  between  the  land-dwellers  and  the
sea-faring  adventurers.  The  outcome  of
our  methodology  is  as  clear  as  the
Floridian  skies  –  we  have  illuminated  a
captivating  correlation  between  the
teachers of the taters and the visitors of
the  turtles,  bringing  forth  a  surprising
symphony  of  academia  and  amusement.
With  our  data-driven  compass  firmly  in
hand, we step boldly into the uncharted
waters  of  correlation  and  causation,

prepared to ride the waves of statistical
inquiry wherever they may lead us.

RESULTS

The statistical analysis yielded some shell-
shocking  results  as  we  uncovered  a
remarkably  strong  correlation  between
the  number  of  agricultural  sciences
teachers  in  Florida  and  the  number  of
visitors  to  SeaWorld  Florida.  Our
calculated  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9461499 suggests a relationship tighter
than a pair of barnacles on a ship's hull.
This correlation was further supported by
an  r-squared  value  of  0.8951997,
signifying that a whopping 89.52% of the
variance  in  SeaWorld  visitors  can  be
explained  by  the  number  of  agricultural
sciences  teachers.  If  that  doesn't  make
you  exclaim  "holy  mackerel!",  I  don't
know what will.

Moreover,  the  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
leaves little room for doubt regarding the
significance of this relationship. It's rarer
to find a p-value this small  than it  is  to
find  a  beach  without  seashells  in  the
Sunshine State!

The  evidence  for  this  unexpected
connection is beautifully encapsulated in
our meticulously crafted scatterplot  (see
Fig. 1). Like two peas in a pod, the data
points  form  a  clear,  linear  relationship,
painting a vivid picture of the close bond
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  It's  as  if  the  agricultural
teachers  and  SeaWorld  visitors  are
performing a synchronized swim routine,
perfectly in tune with each other.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  our  findings  not  only
highlight  the  unusually  strong  link
between the realms of taters and turtles
but also inspire a sense of wonder at the
intricate  connections  that  exist  in  our
world. This curious correlation may lead
to  new perspectives  on  the  interplay  of
education  and  recreation,  and  perhaps
even  spur  further  inquiries  into  the
captivating dance of agricultural sciences
and  aquatic  attractions.  It's  safe  to  say
that we're riding this statistical wave with
a sense of awe and amusement,  eagerly
anticipating  the  insights  that  this
whimsical discovery may bring.

DISCUSSION

Our analysis has reeled in some truly fin-
tastic  findings,  shedding  light  on  the
surprising  connection  between  the
quantity  of  agricultural  sciences
instructors  in  Florida  and  the  tide  of
visitors  to  SeaWorld.  The  results  of  our
study are a testament to the buoyancy of
statistical  evidence,  as  they  buoyantly
support the prior research that has hinted
at  the  understated  yet  enchanting  link
between  these  seemingly  disparate
domains.

The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9461499
that  we've  netted  is  as  striking  as  a
marlin  leaping  out  of  the  water,  firmly
affirming  the  relationship  between  the
number of agricultural sciences teachers
and the number of  visitors to SeaWorld.
This correlation value is stronger than the

undertow  of  a  riptide,  providing  robust
support for the notion that the cultivation
of crops and the care of marine creatures
have  woven  an  intriguing  tapestry  of
influence in the Sunshine State.

Drawing on the prior work of Smith et al.
(2015), we can see how our findings align
with  the  broader  framework  of
educational  impact.  Just  as  their  study
illuminated  the  resonance  of  teacher-
student ratios with student engagement,
our  results  underscore  the  pervasive
impact of agricultural sciences instruction
on  the  broader  societal  fascination  with
marine-themed amusement. It seems the
teaching of taters has a ripple effect that
stretches all the way to the ocean's edge,
which  is  quite  a  sea  change  from  the
traditional  understanding  of  agricultural
education.

Taking a plunge into the annual ebb and
flow of SeaWorld visitors, the work of Doe
and  Jones  (2018)  becomes  even  more
relevant.  Their  exploration  of  visitor
behavior in marine parks can now be seen
in a new light, as our findings corroborate
the idea that  the lure of  marine-themed
parks may indeed be influenced by factors
beyond  the  realm  of  aquatic
entertainment.  The fathomless depths of
visitor  behavior  may be more intimately
connected  with  agricultural  education
than we had ever dared to imagine. Who
would  have  thought  that  the  choices  of
visitors are as complex and interwoven as
the coral reefs off the Florida coast?

In  a  delightful  twist,  the  whimsical
references  in  our  literature  review  are
given  a  hearty  nod  as  we  drink  deeply
from  the  well  of  statistical  significance.
The comical juxtaposition of  "Salad Cat"
and  "Distracted  Boyfriend"  memes  now
mirror  the  unexpected  pairing  of
agricultural  sciences  and  marine
entertainment. It appears that the playful
spirit of digital creativity has signaled to
us,  like  a  playful  dolphin  leaping in  the
waves,  that  the  enigmatic  association
between these variables is indeed not to
be discounted.
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In  closing,  our  findings  not  only  enrich
the scholarly discourse on the interplay of
education and recreation but also sprinkle
a  touch  of  humor  and  wonder  in  the
hallowed  halls  of  academia.  The
unexpected connection between teaching
taters  and  attracting  turtle  enthusiasts
invites  us  to  ponder  the  whimsical  and
unexpected  ways  in  which  our  world  is
interconnected.  Let's  ride this  statistical
wave with a sense of awe and amusement.
Whether  we're  diving  into  agricultural
sciences  or  exploring  marine-themed
attractions, the playful dance of statistics
continues to surprise and delight, just like
an unexpected encounter with a manatee
in the depths of a bustling lagoon.

CONCLUSION

In the swirling sea of statistical analysis,
we have navigated the uncharted waters
of the correlation between the number of
agricultural  sciences teachers  in  Florida
and the visitors to SeaWorld Florida. Our
findings have revealed a correlation that's
as clear as a tropical waters on a sunny
day! With a correlation coefficient tighter
than  a  clam's  grip  on  a  pearl  and  a  p-
value  rarer  than a  Floridian  snowstorm,
it's safe to say that this connection is as
real as a shrimp's shell.

As  we  bid  adieu  to  this  agricultural-
aquatic escapade,  we must acknowledge
that  our  research  has  plunged  to  the
depths  and  resurfaced  with  an
unexpected bounty of knowledge. The link
between teaching taters and turtles may
seem as  whimsical  as  a  dolphin  playing
the  tuba,  but  it's  a  testament  to  the
delightful  surprises  that  lie  beneath  the
surface of statistical inquiry.

In the grand ocean of academia, it's rare
to  stumble  upon  a  connection  as
captivating  as  this  one.  We've  waved
farewell to uncertainty and dived into the
waves  of  correlation,  resurfacing  with  a
treasure trove of  insights.  This  research
not  only  enriches  our  understanding  of
the  intricate  web  of  factors  shaping
visitor numbers at aquatic attractions but

also enlivens the scientific landscape with
a splash of unconventional connections.

With  a  buoyant  heart  and  a  sense  of
wonder,  we  hang  up  our  snorkels  and
overalls,  confident  that  no  further
research is needed in this area. Let this
study stand as a lighthouse in the sea of
statistical inquiry, guiding future scholars
with its illuminating tale of taters, turtles,
and the astonishing ties that bind them.
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