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OUT OF THIS WORLD POPULARITY: THE WYATT
PHENOMENON AND UFO SIGHTINGS IN NORTH

DAKOTA

Caroline Hernandez, Alice Tanner, Gabriel P Todd

Center for Research

In this study, we humorously investigate the potentially otherworldly connection between the 
popularity of the first name "Wyatt" and the frequency of UFO sightings in North Dakota. Leveraging
data from the US Social Security Administration and the National UFO Reporting Center, we embark 
on an extraterrestrial journey to explore the statistical relationship between these seemingly 
unrelated phenomena. Our findings reveal a striking correlation coefficient of 0.8780370 and a p-
value of less than 0.01 for the years 1975 to 2021, hinting at a cosmic connection that will leave even
skeptics starry-eyed. Join us as we probe this unorthodox nexus, navigating through unexpected 
anomalies and cosmic comicalities to shed light on the celestial influences of a popular moniker. 
Prepare for a research odyssey that is truly out of this world!

INTRODUCTION

The  interplay  between  celestial
phenomena  and  human  experiences  has
long  been  a  subject  of  fascination  and
intrigue. While popular culture may evoke
images  of  little  green  men  and  flying
saucers,  the  study  of  unidentified  flying
objects  (UFOs)  and  their  potential
relationship  to  human  behavior  has
typically been relegated to the fringes of
serious academic inquiry. However, in the
spirit  of  scientific  curiosity  and  a
penchant for the peculiar,  we delve into
the  unexpected  union  of  the  first  name
"Wyatt" and UFO sightings in the state of
North Dakota.

Names  carry  an  undeniable  weight  in
shaping individual identities and societal
trends. Parents often bestow names upon
their  progeny  with  hopes  and  dreams,
unaware  of  the  potential  cosmic
consequences that may ensue. In a similar
vein,  UFO sightings have captivated the
imagination  of  humans  for  decades,

prompting skyward gazes and speculative
ponderings  about  the  existence  of  life
beyond our blue planet. This study seeks
to  traverse  the  cosmic  expanse  to
illuminate  any  enigmatic  connection
between  these  seemingly  disparate
spheres of influence.

As  we  embark  on  this  unconventional
scholarly  expedition,  it  is  imperative  to
underscore  that  our  approach  embodies
both statistical rigor and a willingness to
embrace  the  whimsical.  With  the  aid  of
robust  data  sources  from the  US Social
Security Administration and the National
UFO Reporting Center,  we undertake an
empirical analysis that transcends typical
terrestrial  associations.  Our  odyssey
unfolds  with  a  mixture  of  sardonic
skepticism  and  statistical  mirth,  as  we
aim to shine a celestial  spotlight on the
"Wyatt"  phenomenon  and  its  ethereal
interplay  with  UFO  sightings  in  North
Dakota. 
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Readers  are  encouraged  to  don  their
cosmic  thinking  caps  and  suspend  their
disbelief  as  we  journey  into  uncharted
statistical  territories.  Prepare  for  a
research  endeavor  that  straddles  the
cosmic and the comical, beckoning us to
ponder the celestial  influences that may
lurk beneath the familiar veneer of human
nomenclature.  As  we  navigate  this
peculiar  terrain,  embracing  the
unexpected alongside empirical precision,
we  invite  readers  to  join  us  on  this
whimsical  sojourn  into  the  statistical
supernova  of  the  "Wyatt"  phenomenon
and its  relation to UFO sightings in  the
great  expanse  of  North  Dakota's  skies.
Fasten your seatbelts, for we are about to
embark  on  a  statistical  odyssey  that  is
truly out of this world!

LITERATURE REVIEW

The potential cosmic correlation between
the prominence of the name "Wyatt" and
the  influx  of  unidentified  flying  object
(UFO)  sightings  in  North  Dakota  has
garnered  limited  attention  within
academic  circles.  Nevertheless,
pioneering work by Smith (2008) and Doe
(2015) provided foundational insights into
the unanticipated intersection of naming
trends and celestial observations.

Smith (2008)  meticulously  examined the
historical trajectory of popular names in
the  United  States,  revealing  intriguing
patterns  that  transcend  traditional
sociocultural  paradigms.  Likewise,  Doe
(2015)  conducted  a  comprehensive
analysis of anomalous aerial phenomena,
elucidating  the  enigmatic  allure  of  UFO
sightings  in  various  geographic  locales.
These seminal works primed the scholarly
landscape for our investigatory foray into
the  celestial  conundrum  of  the  "Wyatt"
phenomenon and its  interplay with UFO
sightings in North Dakota.

Intriguingly, the societal impact of names,
particularly  in  the  context  of  popular
culture, has been elucidated in non-fiction
works such as  "Freakonomics"  by Levitt
and Dubner (2005) and "Freakonomics 2"

by  Levitt  (2014).  These  publications
expound upon the intriguing influence of
names  on  individual  trajectories,  often
veering into unconventional and waggish
avenues of inquiry. Furthermore, fictional
literary  narratives  such  as  "The  X-Files:
Earth Children Are Weird" by Kim Smith
and  "The  Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the
Galaxy"  by  Douglas  Adams  offer
whimsical  takes  on  extraterrestrial
interactions, albeit in a purely speculative
realm.

Venturing into more peculiar realms, our
literature  review  extended  to
unconventional  sources,  including  the
perusal of grocery store receipts and the
fortuitous  exploration  of  conspiracy
theory forums. While the validity of these
unconventional sources may be subject to
interpretive  apprehension,  their
inadvertent  humor  and  eclectic
revelations added a dose of levity to our
scholarly pursuits.  Although the veracity
of  such  sources  remains  dubious,  their
inadvertent comedic relief  engendered a
lighthearted  ambiance  within  our
scholarly endeavors.

Acknowledging the unconventional nature
of our scholarly pursuit, it is imperative to
approach  the  findings  with  a  balanced
blend of empirical probity and whimsical
discernment. As we navigate the orbit of
scholarly  inquiry,  guided  by  statistical
rigor  and  a  playful  spirit,  our  empirical
odyssey  culminates  in  unearthing  a
cosmic correlation between the popularity
of  the  first  name  "Wyatt"  and  the
prevalence  of  UFO  sightings  in  the
celestial  expanse  of  North  Dakota.
Prepare to be amused and astounded, for
our  statistical  sojourn  transcends  the
terrestrial  and  beckons  toward  the
cosmic,  inviting  readers  to  ponder  the
enigmatic  interplay  of  human
nomenclature  and  otherworldly
phenomena.  It  is  with  a  statistical  wink
and celestial curiosity that we present our
findings,  paving  the  way  for  further
scholarly musings into the cosmic whimsy
of the "Wyatt" phenomenon and its cosmic
kinship with UFO sightings in the great
expanse of North Dakota's skies.
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METHODOLOGY

METHODOLOGY

Data Collection:

Our research team harnessed the powers
of the internet, navigating the interstellar
expanse  of  cyberspace  to  retrieve  data
pertaining  to  the  popularity  of  the  first
name "Wyatt"  and UFO sightings in  the
expansive  skies  of  North  Dakota.  The
primary sources for this data aggregation
were  the  US  Social  Security
Administration  and  the  National  UFO
Reporting  Center  (NURC).  It  is  worth
noting that while our data was primarily
drawn from these reputable sources,  we
also  consulted  a  wealth  of  intergalactic
archives and celestial  records  to  ensure
the comprehensiveness of our dataset.

Data Preprocessing:

In  a  cunning  maneuver  reminiscent  of
space-time  manipulation,  the  collected
data underwent meticulous preprocessing
to  ensure  its  statistical  purity.  This
involved strategies such as data cleaning,
outlier  detection,  and  the  judicious
application of algorithmic sorcery to iron
out  any  cosmic  irregularities  that  might
compromise the integrity of our analysis.
Cosmic  debris,  if  encountered,  was
promptly  discarded  to  prevent
contamination of our statistical universe.

Statistical Analysis:

To  unearth  the  mystifying  relationship
between  the  popularity  of  the  name
"Wyatt"  and  the  frequency  of  UFO
sightings in North Dakota, we employed a
range  of  statistical  methods  that  mirror
the precision of an astronomer calibrating
their  telescope.  Our  approach
encompassed  trend analysis,  time series
modeling,  and  correlation  calculations
that navigated through the cosmic murk
to reveal underlying patterns that might
otherwise  elude  the  terrestrial  eye.  The
statistical  mirth  and  cosmic  comicality
encased  within  these  analyses  will

undoubtedly  cast  a  charm  on  even  the
most skeptical soul.

Correlation Coefficients and P-Values:

In  the  pursuit  of  scientific  rigor,  we
scrutinized  the  correlation  coefficients
and p-values derived from our analytical
endeavors.  Our  findings  unveiled  a
striking  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8780370, accompanied by a p-value of
less  than  0.01,  for  the  years  spanning
from  1975  to  2021.  These  celestial
metrics provide compelling evidence of a
cosmic  connection  that  transcends  the
mundanity  of  conventional  statistical
relationships,  inviting  us  to  ponder  the
celestial  influences  that  may  bestow
cosmic  significance  upon  the  popular
moniker, "Wyatt".

Robustness Checks:

In  a  bid  to  fortify  the  validity  of  our
findings, we conducted robustness checks
that  mirrored  the  vigilance  of  space
explorers  charting  uncharted  galactic
frontiers.  Sensitivity  analyses,  bootstrap
simulations, and Monte Carlo experiments
were  undertaken  to  ascertain  the
resilience of our statistical insights in the
face  of  potential  cosmic  quirks  and
algorithmic oddities. The cosmic ballet of
statistical  scrutiny  saw  our  findings
emerge unscathed, bolstering the cosmic
coherence of our research endeavor.

Limitations:

While  our  research  endeavors  have
unfurled  majestic  cosmic  vistas  and
unearthed  tantalizing  statistical
revelations, it is essential to acknowledge
the inherent limitations of our study. The
data  sources,  while  reputable,  are  not
immune  to  the  cosmic  whims  of
unpredictability,  and thus,  there exists a
modicum  of  uncertainty  in  our  celestial
inferences.  Additionally,  the  lighthearted
nature  of  our  exploration  may  leave
certain  sober-minded  readers  yearning
for a more traditional scientific approach.
Nonetheless,  we  embrace  these
limitations with cosmic cheer, confident in
the  statistical  supernova  that  is  the
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"Wyatt"  phenomenon  and  its  quirky
interplay  with  UFO  sightings  in  the
enigmatic skies of North Dakota.

RESULTS

The  statistical  analysis  unveiled  a
remarkable  correlation  between  the
frequency  of  UFO  sightings  in  North
Dakota  and  the  popularity  of  the  first
name  "Wyatt."  Our  investigation
demonstrated  a  substantial  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8780370,  with  an  r-
squared  value  of  0.7709490.  This
indicates  a  strong  and  positive
relationship  between  the  two  variables,
which  was  further  bolstered  by  the  p-
value  of  less  than 0.01  -  solidifying  the
statistical significance of our findings.

Upon examining the data spanning from
1975 to 2021, it became evident that as
the popularity of the name "Wyatt" waxed
or  waned,  there  were  concomitant
fluctuations in the frequency of reported
UFO sightings in the vast skies of North
Dakota. This intriguing association defies
conventional  expectations,  skirting  the
realms  of  statistical  absurdity  to  etch  a
celestial  path  that  challenges  the
boundaries of cosmic correlation.

In  Figure  1,  the  scatterplot  beautifully
encapsulates  the  undeniable  bond
between  the  popularity  of  the  name
"Wyatt"  and  the  frequency  of  UFO
sightings  in  North  Dakota.  The  data
points  coalesce  into  a  celestial  dance,
painting a picture of cosmic coalescence
that  both  dazzles  and  titillates  the
scholarly imagination.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While  the  exact  mechanisms
underpinning this cosmic kinship remain
shrouded  in  enigma,  our  statistically
robust  analysis  leaves  little  room  for
doubt  regarding  the  cosmic  synchrony
that intertwines the popularity of "Wyatt"
and the occurrence of  UFO sightings in
North  Dakota.  This  unlikely  nexus  is  a
testament to the whimsical interplays that
exist  at  the  intersection  of  statistical
inquiry  and,  dare  we  say,  otherworldly
phenomena.

Our  findings  beckon  further  exploration
into  the  cosmic  caprice  that  weaves
through  the  tapestry  of  human
nomenclature  and  extraterrestrial
encounters. It is a galactic call to arms for
future endeavors that seek to unravel the
celestial  influences  of  names  and  the
cosmic  conundrums  that  continue  to
mystify the empirical mind.

In  light  of  these  findings,  we  are
compelled  to  reconsider  the  seemingly
mundane  and  fathom  the  far-reaching
implications  of  the  cosmic  tapestry  that
intertwines  the  name  "Wyatt"  and  the
ethereal presence of UFO sightings in the
expansive  skies  of  North  Dakota.  This
statistical  inquiry  offers  a  cosmic  lens
through which to view the celestial ballet
that  unfolds  beyond  the  boundaries  of
conventional human comprehension.

In  conclusion,  our  study  transcends
terrestrial  paradigms  to  illuminate  the
celestial  convolutions  that  enshroud  the
"Wyatt"  phenomenon  and  its  cosmic
rapport  with  UFO sightings  in  the  awe-
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inspiring expanse of North Dakota's skies.
As  we  turn  our  gaze  to  the  cosmic
unknown, we invite fellow scholars to join
us in  this  celestial  expedition to  ponder
the  unfathomable  interconnections  that
unite the realms of statistical inquiry and
the enigmatic allure of our universe.

DISCUSSION

Our  research  has  provided  compelling
evidence of a cosmic correlation between
the popularity  of  the first  name "Wyatt"
and the  prevalence  of  UFO sightings  in
North  Dakota.  The  statistical  analysis
illuminated a remarkably strong positive
relationship,  affirming  our  initial
suspicions  of  a  celestial  union  that
transcends the limitations of conventional
inquiry.

Our findings resonate with the pioneering
work  of  Smith  (2008)  and  Doe  (2015),
who laid the groundwork for unorthodox
conjunctions  between  human
nomenclature  and  otherworldly
phenomena.  Smith's  meticulous
unraveling of naming trends in the United
States  serves  as  a  celestial  compass,
guiding  our  exploration  of  the  cosmic
interplay between the name "Wyatt" and
UFO  sightings.  In  a  similar  vein,  Doe's
comprehensive  analysis  of  anomalous
aerial  phenomena  provides  a  celestial
backdrop  against  which  our  statistical
revelations unfold.

The unexpected nexus between the name
"Wyatt"  and  UFO  sightings  in  North
Dakota,  despite  its  whimsical  nature,
aligns with the scholarly musings of Levitt
and  Dubner  (2005,  2014)  in  their  non-
fiction  treatises  "Freakonomics."  Their
insights  into  the  idiosyncratic  impact  of
names  on  individual  trajectories  eerily
parallel  our  unanticipated  celestial
revelation.  Furthermore,  fictional
narratives  such  as  "The  X-Files:  Earth
Children  Are  Weird"  by  Kim  Smith  and
"The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" by
Douglas Adams, while purely speculative,
offer  a  whimsical  vantage  point  from

which to contemplate the cosmic caprices
that underpin our findings.

The  statistical  rapport  captured  in  our
research adds a celestial dimension to the
earthly  levity  that  permeated  our
literature review, encompassing fortuitous
explorations  of  unconventional  sources
and  inadvertent  humor  from  conspiracy
theory  forums.  These  eclectic  sources,
while  entertaining,  inadvertently  guided
the trajectory of our inquiry, culminating
in  the  revelation  of  a  cosmic  synchrony
that  defies  the  bounds  of  standard
statistical expectations.

Despite the humorous undertones of our
academic pursuit, our findings underscore
the far-reaching  implications  of  celestial
whimsy and the need for further inquiry
into the enigmatic influences that shape
our  universe.  As  we  gaze  toward  the
cosmic unknown, our study paves the way
for  future  endeavors  to  unravel  the
celestial  ballet  that  unfurls  above  the
prairie lands of North Dakota, beckoning
scholars  to  ponder  the  cosmic
conundrums that continue to enchant and
confound the empirical mind.

CONCLUSION

In  closing,  our  research  has  traversed
cosmic landscapes and statistical meteors
to  shed  light  on  the  captivating
confluence of the first name "Wyatt" and
UFO sightings in the celestial expanse of
North  Dakota.  The  robust  correlation
coefficient of 0.8780370 and the p-value
of  less  than  0.01  have  propelled  our
findings  into  the  stratosphere  of
statistical significance, leaving traditional
paradigms  astir  and  skeptics  scratching
their  heads,  perhaps  in  puzzlement  or
disbelief.

As we bid adieu to this celestial caper, it
is  evident  that  the  correlation  between
the  popularity  of  "Wyatt"  and  UFO
sightings  in  North  Dakota  transcends
mere statistical whimsy and ventures into
the  cosmic  realm  of  inexplicable
intricacies.  The  celestial  waltz  of  data

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



points  in  Figure  1  beckons  cosmic
curiosity,  inviting  us  to  contemplate  the
cosmic  choreography  that  entwines
human nomenclature and enigmatic aerial
phenomena. 

While we may have elicited vehement eye
rolls  from  traditionalists,  our  findings
underscore  the  oft-ignored  cosmic
whimsy  that  permeates  the  fabric  of
empirical  inquiry.  From  our  statistically
sound vantage point,  it  is clear that the
"Wyatt"  phenomenon  is  not  just  a
manifestation  of  earthly  naming  trends,
but  an  otherworldly  marker  that
resonates  with  the  cosmic  tapestry  of
UFO sightings.

In light of these astronomical revelations,
we  assert  with  utter  gravity  (pun
intended)  that  the  celestial  dance
between  "Wyatt"  and  UFOs  in  North
Dakota  has  been  unveiled,  leaving  little
room for further statistical scrutiny in this
particular  realm  of  inquiry.  The  cosmic
curtain  has  been  drawn,  revealing  a
statistical  spectacle  that  defies  earthly
expectations  and  leaves  us  starry-eyed
with  the  cosmic  cauldron  of  statistical
analysis and whimsy.

In  this  celestial  endeavor,  we  have
navigated  a  statistical  odyssey  that
traverses the cosmic and comical, and as
we  fold  our  telescopes  and  close  our
textbooks, it is with a wistful yet satisfied
sigh  that  we  proclaim:  "No  further
research  on  the  'Wyatt'  and  UFO
conundrum  is  needed."  The  stars  have
spoken, the data has aligned, and we are
left  with an empirical  enigma that  shall
forever twinkle in the annals of statistical
quirkiness.

In summary, our methodological odyssey 
has seamlessly blended statistical rigor 
with cosmic whimsy, illuminating the 
celestial crossroads at which the first 
name "Wyatt" intersects with UFO 

sightings in the North Dakotan 
firmament. The intricate dance of data 
collection, preprocessing, statistical 
analysis, and robustness checks has 
unveiled an intergalactic tapestry that 
beckons us to embrace statistical 
quirkiness and cosmic comicalities in our 
scholarly pursuits. Brace yourselves for 
our findings, for they are truly out of this 
world!
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