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Abstract

The correlation between the number of criminal justice and law enforcement teachers in Idaho and the 
amount of gasoline pumped in Mozambique has long been a subject of mystery and amusement. Critics 
have dismissed any meaningful relationship, citing the sheer geographical and cultural divide between the
two entities. However, our research team delved into the data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and the 
Energy Information Administration and uncovered a surprising correlation coefficient of 0.8464202 
between these seemingly unrelated variables for the period from 2010 to 2020, with statistical significance
at p < 0.01. This unexpected finding has left the research community puzzled and amused, prompting a 
reevaluation of the traditional wisdom of disparate factors. Our paper presents this peculiar correlation 
with a touch of humor, as we discuss the potential implications and mechanisms underlying this 
connection. We invite readers to join us in unraveling this enigmatic link between criminal justice 
educators in Idaho and gasoline consumption in Mozambique, in an effort to address the "Idaho Gasoline 
Mystery" with lighthearted curiosity and academic rigor.
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1. Introduction

Ever  heard  the  one  about  the  criminal
justice teachers in  Idaho and the gasoline
consumption  in  Mozambique?  No?  Well,
buckle up for a wild ride, because this paper
is  about  to  uncover  a  correlation  that  will
leave  you  scratching  your  head  and
chuckling simultaneously.

The field of social sciences is renowned for
unearthing  strange  and  unexpected
connections  -  from  the  height  of  CEOs
influencing  the  stock  market  to  the
prevalence of cheese consumption affecting
the  number  of  people  who  die  after
becoming entangled in their bedsheets (yes,
that's  a  real  study).  It  is  within  this
landscape  of  eyebrow-raising  relationships
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that our research team stumbled upon the
"Idaho Gasoline Mystery."

At  first  glance,  one  might  dismiss  any
potential  link  between  the  number  of
criminal  justice  and  law  enforcement
educators in the potato-loving state of Idaho
and the amount of gasoline being pumped
in  the  balmy  lands  of  Mozambique.
Geographically, these two entities are about
as  far  apart  as  pineapple  on  pizza  -
seemingly unrelated and disconnected. Yet,
as  the  saying  goes,  "correlation  does  not
imply  causation,"  and  our  team  was
determined to test this axiom to its limits.

Armed  with  an  arsenal  of  statistical  tools
and a healthy dose of skepticism, we delved
into labor market  data from the Bureau of
Labor  Statistics  and  energy  consumption
figures  from  the  Energy  Information
Administration,  ready  to  uncover  the  truth
behind this seemingly ludicrous association.
Surprisingly,  what  we  unearthed  wasn't  a
statistical fluke or a typographical error - oh
no, it was a good old-fashioned correlation
coefficient  of  0.8464202  staring  us  in  the
face,  with  a  p-value  so  small  it  could  fit
through the eye of a statistical needle.

We couldn't help but revel in the absurdity of
it all - criminal justice in Idaho, a land known
for its majestic landscapes and tuber-filled
cuisine,  having  an  impact  on  the  fuel
consumption  thousands  of  miles  away  in
Mozambique.  As  we  wiped  away  tears  of
laughter, we quickly realized that this finding
wasn't  just  a  statistical  anomaly;  it  was  a
conundrum that  begged to be shared with
the academic community. 

So, grab your detective hats and your sense
of  humor,  because we're about  to embark
on a journey to unravel the "Idaho Gasoline
Mystery."  In  this  paper,  we'll  dissect  the
data,  explore  potential  mechanisms,  and
perhaps even throw in a pun or two for good
measure.  Join  us  in  this  lighthearted
exploration as we endeavor to shed light on
this perplexing correlation and, who knows,

maybe  even  redefine  the  boundaries  of
academic inquiry in the process.

2. Literature Review

The  connection  between  criminal  justice
education  in  Idaho  and  the  amount  of
gasoline pumped in Mozambique may seem
as  unlikely  as  finding  a  unicorn  in  a
cornfield, but our intrepid research team has
combed through the literature to shed light
on this quirky correlation. While the bulk of
academic research has historically focused
on  more  conventional  pairings,  such  as
economic  indicators  or  social
demographics,  we  bravely  ventured  into
uncharted  territory  to  explore  this
unanticipated relationship.

Smith  et  al.  (2015)  conducted  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  the  factors
influencing  fuel  consumption  patterns  in
Sub-Saharan  Africa,  delving  deep  into
economic,  infrastructural,  and sociocultural
determinants.  While  their  work  provides
valuable  insights  into  the  complex
landscape  of  energy  usage  in  the  region,
they  regrettably  neglected  to  mention  the
potential impact of criminal justice educators
in the potato state on the gasoline pumping
habits of Mozambicans.

Doe  and  Jones  (2018)  examined  the
educational  landscape  in  the  American
Northwest  and  its  implications  for  local
communities,  highlighting  the  role  of
educational  institutions  in  shaping  societal
norms  and  values.  Although  their  study
offers  a  compelling  narrative  on  the
influence of educational institutions, neither
the  authors  nor  their  impressive  beards
ventured into the realms of transcontinental
gasoline consumption. 

Turning  to  non-fiction  sources,  "The
Geography of Gasoline" by John P. Wheels
(2017) provides a detailed account of global
fuel distribution networks, from refineries to
gas  stations  and  everything  in  between.
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Despite its meticulously researched content,
the  book  neglects  to  mention  any
connection  between  the  academic  staffing
levels  in  Idaho  and  fuel  utilization  in
Mozambique,  leaving  us  to  wonder  what
other  enigmatic  correlations  may  lurk
beneath the surface.

In a rather unexpected turn, fictional works
such as "The Law and Order of Petrotopia"
by  Jane  Pumpson  (2019)  and  "Gasoline
Justice: A Crime-Thriller" by Michael Fuelly
(2016)  appeared  to  hold  promise  in
unveiling  the  secrets  behind  the  Idaho-
Mozambique  nexus.  Yet,  much  to  our
dismay,  these  thrilling  tales  of  crime  and
gasoline  failed  to  provide  any  empirical
evidence  or  scholarly  analysis  to  support
our peculiar findings.

Venturing  further  into  the  realm  of
unconventional  sources,  we  found
ourselves poring over the backs of shampoo
bottles,  hoping  for  a  eureka  moment,  a
hidden  message,  or  perhaps  just  a  few
minutes  of  entertainment  during  our
research  breaks.  Alas,  our  hopes  were
washed  away  as  we  reread  the  same
ingredients  list  for  the  umpteenth  time,
resigned to the fact that the answers to our
inquiry lay elsewhere.

Despite the dearth of direct evidence in the
existing  literature,  our  study  stands  as  a
testament  to  the  unpredictability  of
academic  inquiry  and  the  delight  in
uncovering  amusing  connections  in  the
most unexpected places. As we embark on
this whimsical exploration, we invite readers
to join us in embracing the comical side of
research,  reminding  ourselves  that
sometimes the most fascinating discoveries
come with a touch of absurdity.

3. Our approach & methods

In  the  pursuit  of  unraveling  the  "Idaho
Gasoline  Mystery,"  our  research  team
employed  a  multifaceted  and  eclectic

approach,  blending  traditional  statistical
analyses with a hint of playful curiosity. Our
data collection process resembled a global
scavenger  hunt,  where  we  scoured  the
digital landscapes of various databases and
statistical repositories to capture the elusive
statistics we sought.

First  things  first,  we  delved  into  the labor
market  data  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics  like  enthusiastic  spelunkers
exploring  vast  caverns.  We  meticulously
tallied the number of criminal justice and law
enforcement teachers in the state of Idaho,
brushing  shoulders  with  the  statistical
anomalies  and  outliers  that  lurk  in  the
shadows  of  bureaucratic  records.  Armed
with spreadsheets and a keen eye for data
integrity, we set out to quantify the influence
of these educators on a global scale.

Next,  we  turned  our  attention  to  the
consumption  of  the  lifeblood  of  modern
civilization  -  gasoline.  With  the  gusto  of
intrepid treasure hunters, we mined energy
consumption  figures  from  the  Energy
Information  Administration,  sifting  through
the  digital  sands  to  extract  the  precise
volume  of  gasoline  pumped  in  the  sun-
kissed  lands  of  Mozambique.  As  we
navigated  through  the  numerical
underbrush,  we  harnessed  the  power  of
computational  tools  to  transform raw data
into  meaningful  insights,  all  the  while
maintaining  a  healthy  sense  of  reckless
curiosity.

Having  amassed  this  treasure  trove  of
information,  we employed robust  statistical
methods  akin  to  a  team  of  scientific
alchemists,  seeking  to  transmute  raw
numbers  into  meaningful  knowledge.  Our
data  analysis  embraced  the  marriage  of
classical correlation analyses and modern-
day  multivariate  modeling,  crafting  a
statistical tapestry that sought to capture the
nuances  of  this  seemingly  whimsical
relationship.
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Through  meticulous  scrutiny  and  reflexive
skepticism,  we  harnessed  the  power  of
statistical  software to crunch the numbers,
unveiling  the  surprising  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8464202  between  the
number  of  criminal  justice  and  law
enforcement  teachers  in  Idaho  and  the
gasoline  consumption  in  Mozambique  for
the period from 2010 to 2020. Our statistical
significance testing,  reminiscent  of  a high-
stakes  poker  game,  yielded  a  p-value  so
diminutive that it would make even the most
tenacious statistical purist raise an eyebrow
in astonishment.

In  the  wake  of  this  revelatory  statistical
discovery,  we  recognized  the  need  for
caution  and  restraint,  acknowledging  that
correlation does not necessitate causation.
With  characteristic  humility,  we  navigated
the murky waters of  potential  confounders
and  alternative  explanations,  considering
the possibility of lurking variables that could
cast a shadow of doubt over our findings. In
the spirit of academic rigor and a sprinkle of
humor,  we subjected our  results  to  robust
sensitivity analyses and scenario planning,
embracing the balance of gravitas and levity
in our quest for truth.

In  summary,  our  methodology  harmonized
the  precision  of  traditional  statistical
analyses  with  the  whimsy  of  revelatory
discovery, guided by the ever-present spirit
of  intellectual  humility  and  the  occasional
pun for good measure. With statistical tools
in  hand  and  a  twinkle  of  curiosity  in  our
eyes, we ventured into the "Idaho Gasoline
Mystery," ready to challenge convention and
embark  on  a  quest  for  knowledge  that
straddles  the  realms  of  statistical  inquiry
and lighthearted amusement.

4. Results

The statistical analysis of the data from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Energy
Information  Administration  revealed  a
surprisingly  strong correlation between the

number  of  criminal  justice  and  law
enforcement  teachers  in  Idaho  and  the
amount  of  gasoline  pumped  in
Mozambique. Over the period from 2010 to
2020, a correlation coefficient of 0.8464202
was uncovered, with an r-squared value of
0.7164271, and a p-value of less than 0.01. 

The magnitude of the correlation coefficient
suggests a robust  association,  akin to the
bond between peanut butter and jelly or the
gravitational  pull  between  two  celestial
bodies.  The  scatterplot  depicted  in  Fig.  1
beautifully  illustrates  this  relationship,
showing a clear trend wherein an increase
in the number of criminal justice educators
in  Idaho  coincides  with  a  rise  in  gasoline
consumption in Mozambique. It's as if every
lecture on criminology and law enforcement
in Idaho serves as a catalyst for driving up
the demand for gasoline halfway across the
globe!

It's worth noting that while correlation does
not  imply  causation,  the  strength  of  this
correlation cannot be ignored. This peculiar
discovery  has  sparked  both  laughter  and
contemplation  among  our  research  team.
We couldn't help but wonder: Does the sight
of  criminal  justice  educators  engrossed  in
their  textbooks  have  a  ripple  effect  that
influences the fuel consumption patterns of
Mozambican  motorists?  Or  perhaps,  the
thrill of law enforcement seminars in Idaho
inspires  a  desire  for  road  trips  and  long
drives,  thereby  fueling  the  demand  for
gasoline in Mozambique?
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This unexpected correlation challenges our
conventional understanding of causality and
invites  us  to  contemplate  the  hidden  ties
that bind seemingly unrelated aspects of our
global community. Furthermore, it serves as
a  reminder  of  the  delightful  absurdity  that
often  accompanies  the  pursuit  of
knowledge.

In light of these findings, we must proceed
with  further  inquiry  to  unravel  the
mechanisms  underpinning  this  intriguing
correlation.  Additionally,  it  is  imperative  to
explore  the  potential  implications  of  this
connection.  As  we  delve  deeper  into  this
"Idaho  Gasoline  Mystery,"  we  urge  our
readers  to  approach  this  enigmatic
discovery with a sense of curiosity, humor,
and an openness to the unexpected. After
all,  in the labyrinth of the academic world,
it's  the  peculiar  correlations  and
unanticipated relationships that often lead to
the most enlightening revelations.

5. Discussion

The  unexpected  correlation  uncovered  in
our  research  between  the  number  of
criminal  justice  and  law  enforcement
teachers  in  Idaho  and  the  amount  of
gasoline  pumped  in  Mozambique  has
generated  both  intrigue  and  amusement
within  the  academic  community.  Although
this  amusing  link  may  initially  sound  as
unlikely  as  finding  a  polar  bear  in  the

Sahara,  our  statistical  analysis  undeniably
supports  the  existence  of  this  quirky
relationship.

Returning  to  the  whimsical  items  in  the
literature  review,  we  find  ourselves
pondering  the  potential  impact  of  criminal
justice educators on the gasoline pumping
habits of Mozambicans. Smith et al. (2015)
delved  into  the  economic,  infrastructural,
and  sociocultural  determinants  of  fuel
consumption  patterns  in  Sub-Saharan
Africa, but they missed out on the potential,
albeit  comical,  influence of  educators from
the potato state. 

Furthermore,  Doe  and  Jones  (2018)
discussed the role of educational institutions
in  shaping  societal  norms  and  values,
providing an interesting lens through which
to  consider  the  influence  of  Idaho's
educators on Mozambique. While their work
may not have been intended for such a far-
reaching  interpretation,  the  unintended
hilarity  of  this  connection  certainly  adds a
lighthearted twist to their research.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  we
uncovered challenges conventional wisdom
and beckons us to explore the unexpected
ties that bind disparate aspects of our world.
As our results align with prior research and
our statistical findings support the existence
of  this  whimsical  connection,  we  are
confronted  with  the  blossoming  realization
that  perhaps,  in  the grand comedy of  life,
seemingly  unrelated  entities  may  share  a
secret dance.

It's  evident  that  further  studies  are
necessary  to  peel  back  the  layers  of  this
"Idaho  Gasoline  Mystery"  and  understand
the mechanisms underlying this connection.
As  we  wade  through  the  lighthearted
absurdity of this unusual correlation, let us
embark  on  this  scholarly  journey  with  a
sense  of  curiosity  and  humor,  inviting  the
unexpected  to  guide  us  towards
enlightening revelations.
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In closing, we are left with a sense of both
bewilderment  and  amusement  as  we
continue to unravel the enigma that is the
Idaho-Mozambique  nexus.  This  peculiar
discovery  demonstrates  the  delightful
absurdity that often accompanies the pursuit
of  knowledge  and  encourages  us  to
approach the academic world with a touch
of whimsy. After all, as we venture through
the labyrinth of research, it is often the most
peculiar  correlations that  lead to the most
captivating insights.

6. Conclusion

In  closing,  our  zany  exploration  into  the
"Idaho Gasoline Mystery" has not only left
us  in  stitches  but  has  also  uncovered  a
correlation so robust, it's practically begging
for  a  sitcom spin-off.  As  we  wrap  up  our
investigation,  it's  clear  that  the  number  of
criminal  justice  and  law  enforcement
teachers in Idaho has an uncanny link to the
gasoline  being  pumped  in  Mozambique,
leaving  us  dumbfounded  and  giggling  in
equal measure.

The  strength  of  the  correlation  coefficient
has  us  pondering  whimsical  scenarios  -
perhaps  the  sight  of  Idaho's  finest
discussing  forensic  evidence  ignites  an
insatiable  thirst  for  adventure  in
Mozambique, resulting in a spike in gasoline
consumption!  Nonetheless,  this  bizarre
connection  challenges  our  traditional
notions  of  causality,  reminding us  that  the
world  of  social  sciences  is  akin  to  a
whimsical  game of  clue where correlation,
causation,  and  a  touch  of  absurdity
intertwine.

In  the  spirit  of  this  joyous  pursuit  of
knowledge,  we  assert  that  no  further
research  is  needed  in  this  area.  After  all,
why search for answers when the mysteries
of the "Idaho Gasoline Mystery" continue to
elicit guffaws and raised eyebrows? With a
zest  for  the  unexpected  and  a  hearty
chuckle,  we  bid  adieu  to  this  peculiar

correlation, keeping our hearts open for the
next  whimsical  puzzle the academic world
throws our way.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


