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Abstract

This paper presents a quasi-experimental study investigating the intriguing correlation between the 
popularity of the first name Jordan and the occurrence of robberies in the state of South Carolina. Our 
research team utilized longitudinal data obtained from the US Social Security Administration and the FBI 
Criminal Justice Information Services to unveil a significant association between the two variables. The 
correlation coefficient of 0.9471218 and p < 0.01 for the period spanning from 1985 to 2022 provides 
compelling evidence for this surprising connection. The implications of such findings are manifold and 
raise intriguing questions about the potential influence of nomenclature on criminal behavior. This 
research sheds light on a unique intersection between personal identity and criminal activity, prompting 
further exploration into the complex dynamics at play. While the causal mechanism underlying this 
relationship remains elusive, the statistical robustness of our results demands attention and invites 
speculative hypotheses. The implications of naming conventions on behavioral outcomes may indeed be 
more profound than previously assumed, and warrant consideration in both academic and practical 
contexts.

Copyleft 2024 Advanced Research Consortium.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The impact of names on various aspects of
life  has  been  a  subject  of  fascination  for
centuries.  Whether  it's  the  influence  of  a
name on an individual's  career  prospects,
social  interactions,  or  even  criminal
tendencies, the power of nomenclature has
captured  the  curiosity  of  researchers  and
laypersons alike. In this study, we delve into
the  peculiar  connection  between  the

popularity of the first name Jordan and the
occurrence  of  robberies  in  the  state  of
South Carolina. While the notion of a name
shaping criminal behavior may sound like a
plot  twist  from  a  caper  novel,  empirical
evidence indicates a substantial correlation
that cannot be overlooked.

Human behavior  is  a complex interplay of
genetic, environmental, and societal factors,
often  defying  straightforward  explanations.
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Yet,  the  possibility  that  something  as
seemingly  innocuous  as  a  name  could
influence  criminal  tendencies  raises
eyebrows  and  invites  a  smirking
commentary on the quirky nature of human
psychology. After all, one might jest that the
correlation  between the name Jordan and
robberies in South Carolina is the "heist of
the  century"  in  terms  of  unexpected
statistical revelations.

The choice of a name is a pivotal part of an
individual's  identity,  often  laden  with
personal,  familial,  or  cultural  significance.
However,  could  it  also  harbor  subtle
implications for behavioral  predispositions?
The musing leads one down a meandering
path of contemplation, akin to navigating a
treacherous  labyrinth  of  ideas  and
possibilities. Consequently, our study seeks
to illuminate this uncharted territory  at  the
intersection  of  nomenclature  and  criminal
activity, shedding light on a facet of human
behavior  that  is  as  puzzling  as  it  is
intriguing.

The  empirical  foundation  of  this
investigation rests on a meticulous analysis
of  longitudinal  data  from  authoritative
sources, injecting a dose of gravitas into the
otherwise  whimsical  endeavor.
Nonetheless,  the  findings,  perplexing  as
they  may  initially  seem,  demand  the
rigorous  scrutiny  and  interpretation
synonymous  with  scholarly  inquiry.  As  we
unravel the threads of this curious tapestry,
we  invite  our  readers  to  join  us  on  an
academic  sojourn  that  traverses  both
statistical  terrain  and  the  more  enigmatic
realms of human nature.

2. Literature Review

Smith  et  al.  (2010)  examine  the  role  of
nomenclature  in  shaping  behavioral
outcomes, drawing attention to the potential
influence  of  names  on  individuals'  life
trajectories. The authors find that the choice
of  a  name  can  subtly  steer  one's

experiences  and  interactions,  echoing  the
sentiments of Shakespeare's Juliet: "What's
in  a name? That  which we call  a rose by
any other name would smell as sweet." This
classic  inquiry  into  the  significance  of
names resonates with our exploration of the
relationship between the name Jordan and
criminal  activity  in  South  Carolina,  albeit
with a whimsical twist that departs from the
bard's theatrical musings.

In "The Power  of  Names" by Doe (2015),
the  author  delves  into  the  historical  and
cultural  dimensions  of  naming  practices,
unraveling  the  intricate  tapestry  of
associations  and  connotations  woven  into
each appellation. The emotive resonance of
names,  as  underscored  by  Doe,  invites
contemplation  on  their  potential
manifestations  in  diverse spheres,  though,
perhaps not as unexpected as their role in
shaping criminal propensities.

Jones  (2018)  provides  a  comprehensive
analysis  of  regional  variations  in  naming
trends,  illuminating  the  idiosyncrasies  of
popular  names  across  geographies.  This
geographic  lens  adds  nuance  to  our
investigation of the prevalence of the name
Jordan  and  its  intriguing  correlation  with
robberies  in  South  Carolina,  introducing  a
spatial  dimension to the whimsical enigma
at hand.

Moving  beyond  non-fiction  works,  the
inclusion of relevant fictional literature offers
an intriguing vantage point. In "The Jordan
Heist" by A. N. Author (2007), the narrative
unfolds  a  tale  of  cunning  robberies
intertwined with the enigmatic allure of the
eponymous  protagonist.  This  fictional
rendition of heists, while a divergence from
scholarly  discourse,  infuses  a  sense  of
intrigue and lightheartedness into the sober
world of empirical research.

Moreover,  the  evocative  symbolism
embedded in the name "Jordan" comes to
the fore in "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott
Fitzgerald  (1925).  The  character  of  Jay
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Gatsby,  a  figure  of  both  admiration  and
moral ambiguity, casts a shadow of mystery
reminiscent  of  the statistical  peculiarity we
encounter in our own study. The confluence
of  literary fascination and empirical  inquiry
adds  a  layer  of  whimsy  to  our  venture,
reminding us that  research can often take
unexpected detours  through the annals  of
creativity.

In  a  departure  from conventional  sources,
the  authors  also  engaged  in  a  thorough
review  of  anecdotal  evidence,  perusing
sardonic  observations  and  whimsical
conjectures  in  unlikely  places.  The  labels
adorning mundane consumer products, the
absurd  quips  on  novelty  socks,  and  the
cryptic riddles on fortune cookie slips, while
not  traditional  wellsprings  of  scholarly
insight, offered a whimsical counterbalance
to the methodical rigor of academic inquiry.
This unconventional approach underscored
the multifaceted nature of research, where
the seemingly  mundane can  unexpectedly
collide  with  the  scholarly  pursuit  of
knowledge, yielding moments of levity in the
serious pursuit of understanding.

3. Our approach & methods

The  methodology  employed  in  this  study
hewed to the strictures of scholarly inquiry,
albeit  with  a  dash  of  whimsy befitting  the
whimsical  nature of  our research topic.  To
elucidate  the potential  correlation between
the popularity of the first name Jordan and
incidences of robbery in South Carolina, a
multifaceted approach was adopted.

First,  data  pertaining to  the prevalence of
the name Jordan was procured from the US
Social  Security  Administration,
encompassing  the  period  from  1985  to
2022.  The  meticulous  curation  of  this
dataset involved sifting through an ocean of
names, akin to seeking a solitary seashell
on a crowded beach. The iterative process
of  data  cleaning  and  aggregation  was  as
laborious as excavating for hidden treasure,

yielding  a  comprehensive  repository  of
nomenclature trends.

Simultaneously,  the  incidence of  robberies
in South Carolina during the same temporal
domain was gleaned from the FBI Criminal
Justice  Information  Services.  This  data
exegesis entailed navigating the labyrinthine
corridors  of  crime  statistics,  akin  to
embarking on a detective's quest for elusive
clues. Disparate pieces of information were
methodically aligned, akin to assembling a
jigsaw puzzle of  criminal  activity,  to  unveil
the  intricate  patterns  underlying  these
seemingly unrelated phenomena.

Having amassed these prodigious datasets,
a quasi-experimental design was fashioned
to  scrutinize  the  relationship  between  the
ebb and flow of the name Jordan and the
rhythm  of  criminal  occurrences  in  South
Carolina.  This  methodology,  though
unconventional in its fusion of demographic
and  criminological  elements,  was  akin  to
blending disparate ingredients in a scientific
cauldron  to  conjure  a  compelling  vista  of
statistical interplay.

The association between the name Jordan's
prevalence  and  robbery  incidences  was
assessed  through  rigorous  statistical
analyses,  leveraging  sophisticated
methodologies that danced on the precipice
of  conventional  research  strategies.  The
utilization  of  robust  statistical  techniques,
though as solemn as a stately waltz, lent an
air of gravitas to the investigation, even as it
tangoed  with  the  whimsical  notion  of
nomenclatural  influence  on  criminal
proclivity.

The veracity of the observed correlation was
bolstered  through  control  of  confounding
variables,  akin  to  ensuring  that  a
mischievous  imp  did  not  tamper  with  the
results. Sensitivity analyses were conducted
to discern the resilience of the relationship
under varying contextual conditions, akin to
testing  the  tenacity  of  a  sprawling  vine
amidst  changing  weather  patterns.  The
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meticulous scrutiny of  these analyses was
marked  by  a  perspicacious  attention  to
detail,  akin  to  a  hawk-eyed  observer
perusing  a  cryptic  manuscript  for  hidden
meanings.

Additionally,  the  potential  influence  of
temporal trends and external covariates on
the  observed  correlation  was  scrutinized
with  the  fervor  of  an  inquisitive  sleuth
unraveling  an  enigmatic  mystery.  The
interplay of these nuanced factors, akin to
the  convoluted  machinations  of  a
clandestine  plot,  was  interrogated  to
ascertain  the  robustness  and
generalizability of the disclosed association.

In summation, the methodology adopted in
this study fused the solemnity of  scholarly
inquiry  with  the  whimsy  of  our  research
quest,  employing  a  tapestry  of
methodologies  that  deservedly  elicit
scholarly curiosity and scholarly grins alike.

4. Results

The  statistical  analysis  revealed  a
remarkably  strong  correlation  (r  =
0.9471218,  r-squared  =  0.8970398,  p  <
0.01)  between  the  prevalence  of  the  first
name Jordan and the incidence of robberies
in South Carolina from 1985 to 2022. The
scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually demonstrates the
striking  coherence  between  these
seemingly  disparate  variables,  painting  a
compelling picture of their intertwined fates.
One can almost envision the name "Jordan"
orchestrating  a  daring  heist  of  statistical
significance,  leaving  researchers  both
bemused  and  intrigued  by  its  audacious
presence in the realm of crime.

The  magnitude  of  this  correlation  sparks
contemplation  on  the  unexpected  ways  in
which names may exert influence, akin to a
surreptitious  accomplice  quietly  pulling  the
strings  of  societal  dynamics.  The
significance  of  this  connection  prompts  a
playful  nod to the notion of 'nomenclatural

notoriety',  where  a  name's  popularity
appears to carry an ominous undertone in
the  context  of  criminal  behavior.  As  the
findings manifest,  the  allure  of  uncovering
such  offbeat  relationships  cannot  be
understated,  evoking  a  sense  of  scholarly
mischief  in  revealing  the  clandestine
influence  of  nomenclature  on  real-world
phenomena.

The robustness of the statistical measures
employed  in  this  study  emphasizes  the
gravity  of  the  observed  relationship,
challenging  preconceptions  and
engendering a lighthearted provocation for
further  inquiry  into the whimsical  facets of
human  behavior.  These  findings  implore
researchers to reflect on the idiosyncrasies
that underlie the empirical world, reminding
them  that  even  the  most  unexpected
corridors of investigation may yield valuable
insights.  In  this  vein,  the  correlation
between  the  first  name  Jordan  and
robberies  in  South  Carolina  serves  as  a
whimsical yet thought-provoking addition to
the tapestry of human behavioral research.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion

The robust  correlation  uncovered between
the prevalence of the first name Jordan and
the incidence of robberies in South Carolina
from 1985 to 2022 not only underscores the
statistical significance of this association but
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also prompts a whimsical contemplation of
the mysterious ways in which nomenclature
may  surreptitiously  influence  behavioral
dynamics.  Our findings resonate with prior
research by Smith et al. (2010), highlighting
the  understated  yet  undeniable  impact  of
names  on  individuals'  experiences  and
interactions. It seems Shakespeare's inquiry
into the significance of names, a sentiment
echoed  by  earlier  studies,  has  taken  an
unexpected  turn,  with  the  name  "Jordan"
assuming an unwitting role in the realm of
criminal  propensities.  While  the  bard's
musing  on  the  essence  of  a  name  still
permeates scholarly discourse, our findings
add a zesty twist  to the age-old question,
demonstrating that a rose, or in this case, a
"Jordan," by any other name may prompt a
surreptitious nod toward criminal mischief.

Moving  beyond  the  deft  whimsy  of  the
literary sphere, our results also concur with
the  geographic  dimension  elucidated  by
Jones  (2018),  revealing  the idiosyncrasies
of  regional  naming  trends  and  their
unexpected  correlations  with  criminal
phenomena.  The  spatial  contortions  of
nomenclatural  influence,  it  seems,  offer  a
delightful  cartographic  ballet  of  statistical
intrigue,  inviting  us  to  ponder  the  playful
topography  of  names  and  their  surprising
forays into criminal interludes.

The compelling statistical robustness of our
findings  resonates  with  the  whimsical
divergence of "The Jordan Heist" by A. N.
Author  (2007),  infusing  empirical  inquiry
with a tinge of lighthearted absurdity. As our
study  indicates,  the  eponymous
protagonist's  venturesome  flair  may  have
meandered  beyond  the  bounds  of  fiction,
imprinting  a  statistical  imprint  on  the
landscape  of  South  Carolina's  criminal
tapestry.

In  our  investigation,  the  name  “Jordan”
emerges  as  a  silent  accomplice  in
orchestrating the statistical heist of notable
significance,  akin  to  a  trail  of  enigmatic
breadcrumbs  leading  researchers  into  the

whimsical  undercurrents  of  societal
dynamics.  The  concept  of  'nomenclatural
notoriety' takes on an unexpectedly playful
resonance, reminiscent of a riddle wrapped
in a mystery inside an enigma - a whimsical
metaphorical puzzle evoked by our research
findings.

As  our  study  reveals,  the  allure  of
unmasking such offbeat relationships lies in
the  scholarly  whimsy  of  unveiling  the
clandestine  influence  of  nomenclature  on
real-world phenomena. This study prompts
a  scholarly  twinkle,  evoking  a  sense  of
mischievous  curiosity  in  unearthing  the
capricious facets of human behavior. In this
light, the correlation between the first name
Jordan  and  robberies  in  South  Carolina
adds  a  whimsically  thought-provoking
thread to the tapestry of human behavioral
research,  where  scholarly  mischief  may
pave unexpected corridors  of  investigation
yielding invaluable insights.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  the  striking  correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Jordan  and  the  incidence  of  robberies  in
South  Carolina  from  1985  to  2022  sheds
light  on  a  peculiar  intersection  of
nomenclature  and  criminal  behavior.  The
statistical robustness of our findings serves
as  a  reminder  that  even  the  most
unassuming variables may harbor intriguing
connections.  The  notion  of  'nomenclatural
notoriety' emerges as a playful concept that
invites  further  reflection  on  the  whimsical
facets  of  human  behavior  and  the
clandestine  influence  of  names  on  real-
world phenomena.

One cannot help but muse on the potential
influence of a notorious name like "Jordan"
as it weaves its enigmatic narrative into the
fabric  of  criminal  activity.  The  statistical
affinity  between  this  name  and  robberies
evokes a sense of scholarly mischief, akin
to stumbling upon a mischievous prankster
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orchestrating  an  unlikely  symphony  of
statistical  significance.  As  we  contemplate
this unexpected correlation, it is tempting to
imagine the name "Jordan"  as  a phantom
orchestrator of criminal escapades, leaving
researchers both bemused and bemused by
its  audacious  presence  in  the  annals  of
criminological statistics.

Given the compelling nature of our findings,
it  appears  that  no  further  research  is
needed in this area. The statistical heist of
significance  orchestrated  by  the  name
"Jordan"  stands  as  a  testament  to  the
captivating  idiosyncrasies  that  underlie
behavioral  phenomena,  urging  academic
circles to embrace the whimsical twists and
turns  of  empirical  exploration  in  all  their
perplexing glory. Thus, we may assert that
this  research undoubtedly  adds a dash of
scholarly  whimsy  to  the  oft-stoic  realm  of
behavioral inquiry.
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