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ABSTRACT

The Force is Strong in Film: A Correlational Analysis of Google
Searches for 'How to Build a Lightsaber' and the Age of Best Picture-
Winning Directors

In this study, we present the results of our research on the link between Google
searches for 'how to build a lightsaber' and the age of directors who have won the Best
Picture award. The aim of this study was to shed light on a rather peculiar yet intriguing
correlation that could potentially unveil the influence of galactic interests on the creative
minds of celebrated film directors. Utilizing data from Google Trends and Film Affinity,
we conducted a thorough statistical analysis covering the period from 2004 to 2022. Our
findings revealed a remarkably strong correlation coefficient of 0.6508414 with a
significance level of p < 0.01, indicating a statistically significant relationship between
the two variables. The implications of these findings open the door to further exploration
of the intersection between popular culture, cinematic achievements, and individuals'
aspirations for mastering the Jedi arts. This study serves as a testament to the
whimsical yet thought-provoking connections that can be uncovered through the
evaluation of seemingly unrelated phenomena in our contemporary society.

Keywords:

Google searches, lightsaber, how to build a lightsaber, Best Picture directors, directors age and
Best Picture, correlation analysis, statistical analysis, Google Trends, Film Affinity, cinematic
achievements, popular culture, galactic interests, Jedi arts, contemporary society, creative minds,
whimsical connections

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



I. Introduction

Introduction

Lightsabers, those elegant weapons for a more civilized age, have captured the imagination of
Earthlings and extraterrestrials alike. While their existence may be confined to a galaxy far, far
away, their influence can be felt right here on our blue planet. In this paper, we embark on a
journey through the stars of cinema, armed with statistical analysis and a healthy dose of humor,
to explore the uncanny relationship between Google searches for 'how to build a lightsaber' and

the age of directors who have basked in the glory of winning the Best Picture award.

The intersection of these seemingly disparate elements may, at first glance, appear as surprising
as a Wookiee at a tea party. However, as we delve into the data, a compelling correlation
emerges, like a Jedi knight emerging from the shadows. Our study aims to not only entertain the
reader with unexpected connections but also to elevate the discussion of contemporary film

culture to new heights, perhaps even to the heights of Cloud City.

While some may view our endeavor as a mere flight of fancy, we assure you that our
investigation is grounded in rigorous statistical analysis. We have scoured the Google Trends
archives and delved into the depths of Film Affinity data to uncover patterns that may pique the
curiosity of cinephiles and Star Wars enthusiasts alike. The force is strong in this research, and

we are eager to share our findings with a galaxy of fellow scholars and aficionados.

With our lightsabers of data sharpened and our hyperspace coordinates set for the realm of
statistical significance, we invite you to join us on this adventure. For as Yoda wisely said,

"Much to learn, you still have." And in the spirit of the irrepressible Han Solo, we remind
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ourselves and our readers that sometimes, statistical analysis requires a little bit of luck — or

perhaps, just a wink from the Force.

II. Literature Review

The intersection of popular culture, cinematic achievements, and statistical analysis presents a
fertile ground for uncovering correlations that transcend the boundaries of traditional research
paradigms. As we delve into the relationship between Google searches for "how to build a

lightsaber' and the age of directors who have clinched the honor of the Best Picture award, we

confront a rich tapestry of inquiries that spark curiosity and bemusement in equal measure.

Smith and Doe (2015) laid the foundation for our investigation by exploring the impact of
science fiction fandom on creative decision-making processes in the film industry. They
exemplified the intricate balance between the pursuit of the Force and the pursuit of critical
acclaim, drawing parallels to the artistic capitalization of otherworldly fascinations. Furthermore,
Jones et al. (2019) unraveled the contours of the zeitgeist, highlighting the evolving dynamics of
audience interests and the artistic vision of filmmakers. Their study evokes the tantalizing
possibility of a pulsating synergy between lightsaber construction inquiries and the thematic

gravitas of award-winning cinema.

Turning our attention to related non-fiction literature, "The Encyclopedic Guide to Star Wars
Memorabilia" by Smith (2018) offers a comprehensive insight into the enduring allure of

lightsaber lore and its impact on popular culture. Similarly, "The Economics of Jedi Mind
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Tricks" by Doe (2020) delves into the economic implications of intergalactic phenomena,

reminding us that even the most whimsical inquiries can yield insightful revelations.

In the realm of fiction, "The Lightsaber Manifesto" by J.K. Rowling (2021) embarks on a
magical journey through the undiscovered dimensions of lightsaber craftsmanship, intertwining
the mystical and the mechanical with the finesse of a hilt designer. Additionally, "Lightsabers and
Laughter: A Romantic Comedy" by George R.R. Martin (2017) humorously explores the
unforeseen consequences of wielding lightsabers in the pursuit of love, underscoring the human

dimension of the technological marvel.

Beyond the written word, we draw from the insights garnered from animated classics, including
the timeless wisdom emanating from "SpongeBob SquarePants" and the awe-inspiring feats of
lightsaber mastery showcased in "Avatar: The Last Airbender." These immersive experiences,
while ostensibly light-hearted, serve as a wellspring of cultural insights that enrich our
understanding of the interconnectedness of galactic curiosities and the creative endeavors of

acclaimed directors.

Embracing the whimsical spirit of our investigation, we acknowledge the levity that permeates
our pursuit. With a lighthearted nod to the Force, we weave a tapestry of inquiries that invites
scholarly contemplation and hearty laughter in equal measure. As we traipse through the star-
studded avenues of pop culture and cinematic achievement, let us embrace the unexpected twists

and turns, for as Yoda wisely remarked, "Do or do not. There is no dry literature review."

ITI. Methodology
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Ah, the methodology section, where we reveal the inner workings of our research endeavor, akin
to lifting the curtain on a grand performance at the Galactic Opera House. Our data collection
and analysis were as meticulous as a Jedi master wielding a lightsaber, and as comprehensive as

an astromech droid cataloging star maps across the cosmos.

Data Collection

To begin our quest, we turned to the intergalactic oracle known as Google Trends, where we
sought patterns in searches for 'how to build a lightsaber' from 2004 to 2022. Our team of
intrepid researchers meticulously combed through the digital archives, navigating the ebb and
flow of enthusiasm for crafting these luminous blades. The Force was strong with our data-
gathering efforts, guiding us through the fluctuations of popular interest like the current of the

mighty Sarlacc pit.

In addition to our exploits on Google Trends, we sought cinematic wisdom from Film Affinity,
delving into the age of directors who bested their peers to claim the illustrious Best Picture
award. Armed with spreadsheets that could rival the schematics of the Death Star, we
meticulously compiled and cross-referenced data to ensure a comprehensive exploration of the
cinematic landscape. Our efforts were as tireless as R2-D2 navigating a labyrinthine starship,

piecing together the narratives of success and stardom in the film industry.

Data Analysis

The analysis phase of our research journey was akin to navigating the asteroid field, with
statistical tests and calculations serving as our trusty ship's instrumentation. We sought to
uncover the hidden connections between lightsaber searches and the ages of victorious directors,

employing correlation coefficients and significance levels as formidable tools in our quest for
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enlightenment. Our statistical arsenal was as diverse as the inhabitants of the Mos Eisley
Cantina, drawing upon the wisdom of Pearson, Spearman, and Kendall to unravel the mysteries

of our data.

Furthermore, we fortified our analysis with the aid of regression models, constructing a
framework reminiscent of the Millennium Falcon's hyperdrive. Through these models, we aimed
to predict the age of Best Picture-winning directors based on the fluctuations in lightsaber-
themed queries, aiming to soar through the nebula of uncertainty with the precision of a TIE

fighter squadron executing a synchronized maneuver.

Evaluating Assumptions

No research voyage would be complete without a thorough assessment of assumptions, akin to
scrutinizing the structural integrity of a starfighter before venturing into deep space. With a
critical eye, we examined the potential influence of extraneous variables, ensuring that our
findings remained as pure as the pristine sands of Tatooine. Our commitment to methodological
rigor rivaled the dedication of a young Padawan honing their skills under the guidance of a wise

and venerable Jedi master.

In summary, our methodology employed the precision of a targeting computer in a Death Star
trench run, weaving together data collection, analysis, and evaluation with the finesse of a
starfighter pilot navigating the perils of interstellar warfare. With a blend of statistical acumen
and a touch of whimsy, we set out on this scientific odyssey to probe the cosmic interplay
between lightsabers and cinematic triumph, embracing the spirit of exploration and discovery

that defines the boundless frontiers of both cinema and statistical inquiry.
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IV. Results

The results of our analysis unveiled an unexpected yet remarkably robust relationship between
Google searches for 'how to build a lightsaber' and the age of directors who have clinched the
coveted Best Picture award. Our findings demonstrated a strong positive correlation with a
correlation coefficient of 0.6508414 and an r-squared of 0.4235946, representing a substantial
degree of association between the variables. Moreover, the significance level of p < 0.01
indicated that the observed correlation was highly unlikely to have occurred by chance alone,

making it as rare as finding a Tauntaun on Hoth.

Fig. 1 presents a scatterplot that visually encapsulates the striking correlation between these
divergent yet undeniably intriguing factors. The data points resemble a constellation of stars in
the cinematic galaxy, forming a cohesive pattern that hints at an unexplored intersection between

popular culture and the creative endeavors of esteemed film directors.

As we pondered the implications of our findings, it became clear that the allure of lightsabers
extends beyond the borders of science fiction and traverses into the realm of cinematic artistry.
The substantial correlation we identified suggests that as directors mature in age, there is an
increase in public interest, as evidenced by Google searches, in the intricacies of crafting a
lightsaber — a weapon that has become emblematic of not only the Star Wars franchise but also of

contemporary popular culture.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These results spark discussions that are as lively as a cantina on Mos Eisley. They invite us to
contemplate the potential influence of cultural phenomena on the artistic inclinations of eminent
filmmakers. Indeed, our research shines a spotlight on the notion that the Force, in its
metaphorical sense, may indeed guide the creative impulses of directors seeking to weave

captivating narratives that stand the test of time.

In conclusion, our study uncovers a correlation that transcends the boundaries of mere
coincidence and enters the realm of statistical significance, demonstrating that the Force is
undeniably strong in the world of cinema. These findings not only captivate the imagination but
also beckon us to explore the interconnectedness of popular culture, creative expression, and the
timeless quest for mastery of the Jedi arts. The force has indeed been our ally throughout this
research endeavor, guiding us to a conclusion that is as awe-inspiring as the twin suns setting on

Tatooine.

V. Discussion
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Our results provide compelling evidence to support the intriguing relationship between Google
searches for 'how to build a lightsaber' and the age of directors who have clinched the gleaming
trophy of the Best Picture award. Our findings are as surprising and delightful as stumbling upon
an Ewok colony on the forest moon of Endor, and they align with the whimsical yet thought-

provoking notions presented in the literature review.

The notable positive correlation we uncovered echoes the sentiments expressed by Smith and
Doe (2015), who suggested that the pursuit of the Force, symbolized by lightsaber inquiries,
influences the creative decisions of filmmakers. Our research provides empirical backing to their
supposition, positing that as a director's age advances, so does the inquisitiveness of the public
about lightsaber crafting. It seems that as directors mature, the allure of wielding the Force

becomes ever more compelling, much like the call of a comlink from a galaxy far, far away.

Furthermore, our findings resonate with the observations made by Jones et al. (2019), as they
delved into the evolving dynamics of audience interests and the artistic vision of filmmakers. The
statistical significance we unearthed suggests a fascinating pulse of synergy, akin to the
harmonious hum of a lightsaber in the hands of a skilled Jedi, between the thematic gravitas of
award-winning cinema and the galactic intrigue blossoming in the hearts of viewers. The
connections we have unraveled are as surprising as a Sith Lord's return, shedding light on the

potential influence of popular culture on the artistic inclinations of esteemed directors.

While conducting this research, embedded within the whimsical literature, we have embraced the
unexpected twists and turns as joyfully as encountering a baby Yoda. Our findings emphasize the
profound interconnectedness of popular culture, cinematic expressions, and the enduring appeal

of mastering the Jedi arts. For, in the words of Master Yoda, "Luminous beings are we, not this
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crude matter," and our exploration indeed shines a light on the intangible forces that shape the

creative endeavors of filmmakers.

In light of these revelations, we are propelled toward a wider narrative — one that encompasses
the intricate dance between the intergalactic fascinations of the public and the artistic strokes of
celebrated directors. Much like a hyperdrive leap to lightspeed, our study propels our
understanding of the cinematic world into uncharted territories, revealing a Force that transcends
the boundaries of mere chance and emerges as an indomitable presence guiding the artistic
endeavors of filmmakers. Our research beckons us to pursue further explorations that are as epic
as a rebel assault on the Death Star, urging us to delve deeper into the enigmatic connection

between popular culture and the creative forces fueling award-winning cinema.

VI1. Conclusion

As we reflect on the curious correlation between Google searches for 'how to build a lightsaber'
and the age of Best Picture-winning directors, we cannot help but marvel at the unexpected
interplay of popular culture and cinematic achievements. Our findings suggest that as directors
mature, the allure of lightsabers gains a luminous appeal, much like the mystical Force

beckoning a young Padawan.

The strength of this correlation surpasses the speed of the Millennium Falcon, pointing to a
significant influence of galactic interests on the creative faculties of esteemed filmmakers. This

revelation is as surprising as discovering a droid fluent in six million forms of communication.
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Perhaps the Jedi mind tricks have extended their influence to the silver screen, shaping the

trajectories of directors in ways previously uncharted.

Despite the whimsical nature of our inquiry, the statistical significance of our results resonates
louder than Chewbacca's roar. Our research sheds light on the unexplored nexus between popular
culture and the art of storytelling, suggesting that the Force may indeed guide the hands of

visionary directors in their quest to craft unforgettable narratives.

In light of these revelatory findings, we assert with conviction as resolute as Princess Leia facing

down the Empire — no more research is needed in this stellar field of inquiry.

May the Force be with you, fellow scholars, as we embark on new research endeavors, guided by

the enduring spirit of exploration and the occasional blaster shot of statistical luck.
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