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ABSTRACT

Crunching Numbers: Does Matt Kemp's Swings Determine Missouri's
Teach Sings?

This  paper  delves into  the  lighthearted  yet  intriguing  realm of  statistical  analysis  to
explore  the  whimsical  relationship  between  the  number  of  home  runs  hit  by  the
renowned MLB player,  Matt  Kemp,  and the  quantity  of  preschool  special  education
teachers in the state of Missouri. Using data from Baseball Reference and the Bureau of
Labor  Statistics,  this  study  aims  to  determine  whether  there  exists  a  statistically
significant correlation between Kemp's impressive hits on the baseball diamond and the
employment trends of educators in the special education sector. Our findings reveal a
remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9378156 and a p-value less than 0.01 for the
years 2012 to 2020, suggesting a compelling and eyebrow-raising association between
these unrelated realms. This raises the question: could the prowess of one individual
with a bat in hand have an unforeseen impact on the education of our little ones? With
some humor  and  a  touch  of  statistical  wizardry,  this  research  undertakes  a  playful
exploration  of  the  unexpected  interplay  between  sporting  achievements  and  the
educational staffing landscape.

Keywords:

Matt Kemp, home runs, MLB player, statistical analysis, special education teachers, Missouri, 
correlation, employment trends, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Baseball Reference, education 
impact, statistical significance, association, 2012-2020
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I. Introduction

Picture this: a sunny afternoon at the ballpark, the sound of the crack of the bat, the smell of hot 

dogs wafting through the air, and the sight of Matt Kemp knocking one out of the park. Now, 

imagine a classroom filled with lively preschoolers, their eager minds soaking up knowledge 

from the dedicated special education teachers of Missouri. One might think that these two worlds

are as disconnected as a baseball flying over the outfield fence and a lesson plan on colors and 

shapes, but hold on to your batting helmets because, believe it or not, we are about to embark on 

a journey that unites these seemingly disparate domains.

In the hallowed halls of academia, where numbers reign supreme and correlations are king, we 

strive to uncover the unexpected, the quirky, and the downright zany. Our quest today? To 

investigate the perplexing relationship between the number of home runs launched into the 

stratosphere by the outstanding Matt Kemp, and the count of preschool special education 

teachers in the "Show-Me State," more commonly known as Missouri. If this seems like an odd 

pairing to you, you're not alone. But as the saying goes, "baseball is 90% mental, and the other 

half is physical." And if Yogi Berra can spout such pearls of wisdom, surely there's room for our 

lighthearted and yet thought-provoking endeavor.

We're not about to just throw around baseball puns and swing for the fences without a solid game

plan. Oh no, we've got the data, the statistics, and the requisite dose of scientific rigor to back us 

up. Armed with numbers from Baseball Reference and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we set out 

to explore whether there exists a substantial link between the mighty clout of Matt Kemp's bat 
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and the number of early childhood educators specializing in special education in the state of 

Missouri.

In the immortal words of the great physicist Albert Einstein, "In the middle of difficulty lies 

opportunity." And so, as we stand at the crossroads of athleticism and education, we cannot help 

but ask: Could an athlete's prowess with a bat have an unforeseen impact on the early education 

landscape? Are there synergies between the crack of the bat and the heartwarming melodies of 

preschool classrooms, like a symphony of statistics waiting to be orchestrated?

So, buckle up and get ready for a ride that transcends the ordinary and ventures into the realm of 

whimsy and wonder. We are, after all, playing with statistics and swinging for the stars – quite 

literally. With a twinkle in our eye and a love for the unexpected, let's dive into this captivating 

exploration, where numbers meet home runs, and teach sings turn into a statistical serenade.

II. Literature Review

Amidst the landscape of scholarly literature related to the unexpected and offbeat correlations 

that have graced academic circles, the interplay between the number of home runs hit by the 

esteemed athlete Matt Kemp and the quantity of preschool special education teachers in the state 

of Missouri stands out as a truly peculiar yet fascinating subject. At first glance, the coupling of 

baseball prowess and early childhood education may seem as incongruous as a pitcher facing a 

designated hitter in a National League ballpark, but as we shall soon discover, the world of 

statistics is full of surprises and curiosities.
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In "Correlations in Unlikely Places: A Statistical Odyssey," Smith et al. delve into the realm of 

whimsical statistical relationships that defy traditional logic. Although their work primarily 

focuses on more conventional linkages, such as income and educational attainment, the authors 

touch upon the notion that statistical associations can manifest in the most unexpected of 

scenarios. Little did they know, or perhaps they did, that their musings would foreshadow our 

foray into the world of Matt Kemp's home runs and the provision of specialized education to 

Missouri's youngest learners.

Similarly, in "Quantifying the Unquantifiable: The Statistical Marvels of Peculiar Pairings," Doe 

explores the correlation between seemingly unrelated variables, from rainfall and ice cream sales

to political leanings and favorite ice cream flavors. In her exploration, she emphasizes the 

importance of not discounting potential relationships based on initial incredulity, a sentiment that

encapsulates our own approach to this colorful investigation. Who knew that the number of 

sweet treats purchased on a hot summer's day could be just as statistically captivating as the 

impact of Matt Kemp's bat on Missouri's teaching landscape?

Jones, in "The Numbers Game: A Statistical Safari," takes readers on a journey through the 

world of statistical surprises, uncovering correlations that range from the sublime to the utterly 

absurd. As we venture forth into our analysis, we can't help but feel a sense of kinship with the 

author's whimsical spirit and his unyielding commitment to shining a light on the unexpected 

connections that lurk within the vast expanse of data.

While these serious and erudite works provide a foundation for our own exploration, we would 

be remiss not to mention the playful and imaginative influence of non-fiction works such as 

"Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game" by Michael Lewis, which underscores the 

impact of statistical analysis in the world of baseball. In a similar vein, "Freakonomics: A Rogue 
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Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything" by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner 

challenges conventional thinking and encourages readers to embrace the unexpected conclusions 

that emerge from the analysis of unconventional data.

Drawing inspiration from fictional narratives that blur the lines between the probable and the 

improbable, we find ourselves nodding to the whimsical and light-hearted charm of "The 

Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time" by Mark Haddon. While our musings may not 

center around solving a canine mystery, this work reminds us that unexpected connections and 

captivating revelations can arise from the most unassuming of circumstances.

And as we navigate the uncharted waters of statistical exploration, the influence of board games 

such as "Clue" and "Chutes and Ladders" cannot be ignored. Just as the characters in "Clue" 

piece together disparate clues to solve a mystery, and as players of "Chutes and Ladders" 

experience the whims of chance, so too do we seek to unravel the enigmatic relationship between

Matt Kemp's home runs and the staffing trends in Missouri's preschool special education sector.

With a nod to both the scholarly and the delightful, we set the stage for our own chuckle-

inducing and eyebrow-raising investigation into the unexpected dance between statistics, home 

runs, and educational staffing.

III. Methodology

Ah, the nitty-gritty details of our wacky research quest. How did we go about unraveling the 

enigmatic relationship between Matt Kemp's home runs and Missouri's special education 

teachers, you ask? Well, let's peel back the layers of this statistical onion, shall we?

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



First off, we cunningly scoured the depths of the internet, ferreting out data from 2012 to 2020 

like bloodhounds on the scent. We sifted through Baseball Reference for the tally of Kemp's 

mighty home runs, keeping a keen eye out for those jaw-dropping dingers that left us marveling 

at the sheer power of the man wielding the bat. And from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we 

plucked the numbers on the superhero educators in the great state of Missouri, who tirelessly 

mold the minds of our young ones with care and dedication.

With these data nuggets in hand, we donned our metaphorical lab coats and set to work with the 

tools of the trade – enter the world of statistics. We caressed our trusty calculators; we whispered 

sweet nothings to our spreadsheet software, and we danced with the devil in the details. For each 

year within our time frame, we meticulously documented the number of home runs sent au revoir

by Kemp and the count of those valiant special education teachers in Missouri.

Next up, we gallivanted through the adventure-filled jungle of correlation analysis. Armed with 

the cherished Pearson correlation coefficient, we sought to tease out any potential connection 

between Kemp's awe-inspiring slams and the steady army of educators in the realm of early 

childhood special education. Our spidey-senses tingled as we calculated correlation coefficients 

and p-values, all in the name of uncovering the inexplicable dance between the baseball diamond

and the classroom.

And finally, with the heart-pounding drumroll crescendoing in the background, we arrived at the 

moment of truth – the grand unveiling of our findings. The suspense was unbearable... or maybe 

that was just the coffee-induced jitters. But lo and behold, our statistical sorcery revealed a 

correlation coefficient of 0.9378156 and a p-value less than 0.01. Cue the collective gasp and the 

dramatic reveal music! This, my dear readers, speaks volumes about the tantalizing linkage 

between Matt Kemp's potent bat swings and the flock of special education's nurturing educators.
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So there you have it – a rollicking journey through the madcap labyrinth of research 

methodology, where numbers danced with home runs, and statistical significance brushed 

shoulders with early childhood education. Onward we go, uncovering the whimsy in the annals 

of academic inquiry!

IV. Results

RESULTS

The results of our data analysis have unveiled a striking and statistically significant correlation 

between the number of home runs hit by Matt Kemp during the period of 2012 to 2020 and the 

number of preschool special education teachers employed in the state of Missouri. The 

correlation coefficient of 0.9378156 indicates a remarkably strong positive relationship between 

these seemingly unrelated variables. This finding not only astounds the world of statistical 

analysis but also invites a delve into the whimsical and unexpected crossover between the sports 

arena and the domain of education.

The square of the correlation coefficient (r-squared) of 0.8794981 further emphasizes the 

robustness of this relationship, signifying that approximately 87.95% of the variation in the count

of preschool special education teachers can be explained by the number of home runs hit by Matt

Kemp. This statistic provides a resounding confirmation of the unlikely connection we dared to 

explore in the spirit of scientific curiosity.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Moreover, with a p-value of less than 0.01, our findings underscore the statistical significance 

and reliability of our results. This indicates that the observed correlation is highly unlikely to 

have occurred by chance and elevates the documented association between Matt Kemp's stellar 

home runs and the employment trends of preschool special education teachers in Missouri to a 

level of utmost confidence.

Figure 1 displays a scatterplot demonstrating the robust correlation between the variables of 

interest. The data points form a clear ascending pattern, reflecting the strong positive relationship

between the number of home runs hit by Matt Kemp and the count of preschool special 

education teachers in Missouri.

In light of these findings, it becomes apparent that there may exist an extraordinary interplay 

between the prowess of a baseball player and the staffing dynamics within the educational 

landscape. This unexpected association challenges the conventional boundaries of statistical 

inquiry and fuels our inquisitiveness to unearth the hidden connections that permeate the world 

around us. As we reflect on these results, we are compelled to consider the profound 

repercussions of an athlete's performance not only in the realm of sports but also in domains that 
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are seemingly unrelated yet intricately connected in the fabric of our society. Such is the 

captivating allure of statistics – a realm where the improbable can unravel into provoking 

revelations and where correlations defy convention to offer glimpses into the whimsical and 

unexpected.

V. Discussion

The results of our analysis have opened a Pandora's box of statistical whimsy that not only 

challenges traditional paradigms but also prompts a fusion of bemusement and enlightenment. As

we ponder the unexpected correlation between the number of home runs hit by Matt Kemp and 

the count of preschool special education teachers in Missouri, we are reminded of the scholarly 

musings that initially beckoned us into this uncharted statistical territory.

In a lighthearted turn of statistical fate, our findings lend credence to the playful inquiries of 

Smith et al. and other intrepid explorers of statistical curiosities. Just as the scholars before us 

uncovered seemingly incongruous connections within the vast expanse of data, our research has 

brought to light the surprisingly robust association between one man's swings on the baseball 

diamond and the employment trends of educators in the special education sector. It appears that 

the statistical marvels of peculiar pairings, as Doe would assert, extend beyond rain and ice 

cream sales to encapsulate the triumphant hits of Matt Kemp and Missouri's pedagogical staffing 

patterns.

The resonance of our results with previous scholarly investigations underscores the gravity of 

our findings, suggesting not only the diligence and fortuity of our statistical inquiry but also the 
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intersecting realms of athletic prowess and educational staffing trends. Who would have thought 

that statistical inquisitiveness could lead us on a merry dance through the delightful confluence 

of sport and education?

It is clear that our results don't just hit the ball out of the park; they reaffirm the inherent 

excitement of pursuing the unexpected connections that lurk amidst the corridors of statistical 

analysis. In a landscape where correlations can sidle up where least expected, our research boldly

treads the line between endearing statistical narratives and thought-provoking revelations, 

demonstrating the tantalizing allure of unorthodox pairings and their potential to paint a jocular 

yet enlightening portrait of the world around us.

As we continue to unearth the beguiling interplay between the whimsical and the substantial, our 

investigation emboldens us to don the mantle of statistical mavericks, charting new territory in 

the captivating terrain of improbable pairings. As we hang our hats on the significance of our 

findings, we invite readers to join us in this whimsical journey through the striking and 

unexpected connections that thread through the fabric of statistical exploration. Let us embrace 

the revelry and revelation that statistics, in their infinite jest, unfailingly deliver. After all, as the 

saying goes, "Sometimes, statistical correlation is stranger than fiction."

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research findings have left us swinging with excitement as we uncover the 

extraordinary correlation between the number of home runs hit by Matt Kemp and the number of

preschool special education teachers in Missouri. Who would have thought that the crack of a bat
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could harmonize so melodiously with the teach sings in Missouri's classrooms? This unexpected 

relationship not only boggles the mind but also points to the potential impact of sporting 

achievements on the educational landscape. It seems that in the dance of statistics, even the 

wildest of correlations can tango with significance.

As we wrap up this statistical rollercoaster, it's clear that no more research is needed in this area. 

Our results speak for themselves, and we can confidently say that Matt Kemp's swings do indeed

determine Missouri's teach sings. This unlikely association is a testament to the whimsical and 

wondrous world of statistical analysis. And with that, we bid adieu to this captivating journey 

that has added a dash of zing to the world of research. Until next time, may your hypotheses be 

as bold as a grand slam, and your findings as surprising as a knuckleball in the world of 

statistical inquiry!
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