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Abstract

The connection between UFO sightings and successful Mount Everest climbs has long been a subject of 
speculation, skepticism, and yes, even a few extraterrestrial quips. Our research aimed to shed some 
light on this celestial correlation, using data from the National UFO Reporting Center and the Christchurch
City Council to analyze the connection between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. Applying rigorous
statistical analysis, we found a tantalizing correlation coefficient of 0.9160774 between the total number of
reported UFO sightings in Missouri and the total number of successful Mount Everest climbs from 1975 to
2011. Yes, you read that right -- the data suggests a strong positive relationship between UFO sightings 
and mountain conquering. It seems those elusive aliens might just have a thing for peak performance! 
Intriguingly, our findings also yielded a p-value of less than 0.01, indicating that the likelihood of such a 
relationship occurring by chance is highly improbable. As we delved further into the data, the evidence for 
this otherworldly connection was as clear as a starlit night. It seems that those cosmic voyagers may 
indeed be hitching a ride on the coattails of intrepid adventurers, perhaps in search of a little high-altitude 
hospitality. So, as we continue to unravel the enigma of UFO sightings and successful summits, it seems 
that when it comes to scaling Everest, an "alien" approach may just be the key to reaching new heights. 
But don't worry, we promise to keep our feet firmly planted on terra firma, even as we reach for the stars 
with these findings.

Copyleft 2024 Center for Research.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The  study  of  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena  has  long  fascinated
researchers,  providing  ample  opportunities
for  speculation,  head-scratching,  and  the
occasional nod to the mystical. In the realm

of  unexplained  occurrences,  few  subjects
captivate  the  imagination  quite  like
unidentified  flying  objects  (UFOs)  and  the
awe-inspiring  triumphs  of  those  who
conquer  Mount  Everest.  It's  a  bit  like  the
ultimate cosmic cliffhanger – a real-life "X-
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Files" episode set against the backdrop of
Earth's mightiest peak.

Our  research endeavors  to  peel  back  the
layers  of  mystery  surrounding  these
disparate topics and discover if there's more
than meets the eye – or  telescope,  if  you
will.  As we delve into this celestial  puzzle,
we are reminded of a classic dad joke: Why
don't aliens eat clowns? Because they taste
funny!  Just  as  we  navigate  the  curious
conundrum of  UFO sightings  and  Everest
summits,  let's  not  forget  to  appreciate  the
lighter side of scientific inquiry.

We  set  out  to  examine  the  connection
between  UFO  sightings  in  the  state  of
Missouri and the total number of successful
Mount Everest climbs over a 36-year period.
If  you're scratching your head in  disbelief,
fear  not  –  we  share  your  incredulity,  but
science  often  takes  us  on  unexpected
journeys, including the intersection of outer
space and inner strength.

Now,  let's  not  get  "side-tracked"  by  the
sheer  absurdity  of  comparing  alien
encounters  to  mountain  conquests.  Our
statistical  analysis  unearths  an  eyebrow-
raising  correlation  that  demands  attention.
Picture this: a UFO and a climber walk into
a bar – one seeking to probe the unknown,
the  other  striving  to  conquer  the
unconquerable.  It's  a  statistical  punchline
waiting to happen.

2. Literature Review

While  the  connection  between  UFO
sightings  and  successful  Mount  Everest
climbs may seem about as logical as a fish
riding a  bicycle,  the  literature  offers  some
intriguing  insights  into  these  seemingly
disparate  phenomena.  Smith  and  Doe
(2015) investigated the possible relationship
between  extraterrestrial  encounters  and
high-altitude  achievements,  shedding  light
on  the  cosmic  conundrum.  Jones  (2018)
also  delved  into  the  topic,  exploring  the

enigmatic  allure of  UFO sightings and the
mountaineering mystique.

Turning from the scholarly realm to popular
non-fiction,  "UFOs:  Myths,  Conspiracies,
and  Realities"  by  John  B.  Alexander  and
"Into  Thin  Air"  by  Jon  Krakauer  provide
compelling narratives that hint at the elusive
connection  between  otherworldly  sightings
and  Everest  conquests.  What  happens
when the ultimate "X-Files" episode meets
the unparalleled struggles of scaling Earth's
grandest summit? Well, it  appears that the
truth may indeed be out there, and it's likely
perched atop a snow-capped peak.

Not to be outdone, the realm of fiction also
offers its own peculiar perspectives on this
cosmic connection. Consider works such as
"The X-Files: Goblins" by Charles Grant and
"The Abominable" by Dan Simmons, where
the  line  between  the  unearthly  and  the
unfathomable  blurs  in  ways  that  would
make  even  a  skeptical  scientist  raise  an
eyebrow.  These  literary  forays  into  the
unknown mirror our own quest to untangle
the  web  of  UFO  sightings  and  mountain
triumphs – albeit  with a touch of  dramatic
flair  and  a  healthy  dose  of  speculative
interpretation.

In  addition,  social  media  has  become  a
virtual  forum  for  armchair  theorists  and
tongue-in-cheek commenters to weigh in on
the  UFO-Everest  intersection.  Recent
tweets and Facebook posts have suggested
everything from alien summit selfies to yeti-
led  UFO  excursions,  prompting  a  mix  of
amused  emojis  and  half-serious  inquiries
into  the  interstellar  wanderings  of
extraterrestrial beings. It seems that even in
the digital age, the cosmic capers of UFO
sightings  and Everest  ascents  continue to
capture the collective imagination.

Now, as we wade through this eclectic mix
of  scholarly,  non-fiction,  and  fictional
accounts, let's not lose sight of the gravity of
our  own  investigation.  The  evidence  may
initially seem as elusive as a UFO in broad
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daylight, but as we press on, the contours of
this  celestial  correlation  begin  to  emerge
with the clarity of a grand mountaintop vista.
And perhaps, just perhaps, a well-timed dad
joke or  two could  provide the lighthearted
levity  needed  to  navigate  this  enigmatic
landscape. After all,  why did the astronaut
break  up  with  his  girlfriend?  Because  he
needed space!

3. Our approach & methods

To unravel the celestial enigma linking UFO
sightings  and  successful  Mount  Everest
climbs, our research team embarked on an
odyssey  of  data  collection,  statistical
analysis, and a healthy dose of intergalactic
humor.  Our  data  sources  included  the
National  UFO  Reporting  Center,  the
Christchurch  City  Council,  and  a  fair
sprinkling of stargazing and mountaineering
lore. We delved into UFO sighting reports in
the  state  of  Missouri  and  meticulously
cataloged  the  total  number  of  successful
Mount  Everest  climbs  from 1975  to  2011,
ensuring that no extraterrestrial or terrestrial
tidbit escaped our scrutiny.

With  a  cosmic  twinkle  in  our  eye  and
statistical  software  at  our  fingertips,  we
employed  Pearson  correlation  analysis  to
ascertain the strength and direction of  the
relationship  between  these  two  seemingly
unrelated  phenomena.  Why  did  the
statistician go to Mount Everest? Because
that's where the peak performance is!  Our
examination  extended  to  calculating  the
correlation  coefficient,  as  well  as
determining  the  elusive  p-value  to  gauge
the  presence  of  a  significant  relationship
between  UFO  sightings  in  Missouri  and
victorious ascents of Earth's tallest peak. It
was a journey that would have made Galileo
and Sir Edmund Hillary proud – or perhaps
bemused.

In the spirit of scientific inquiry and cosmic
curiosity,  we  also  explored  additional
analyses, including time series models and

spatial mapping techniques to visualize the
spatial-temporal  patterns of  UFO sightings
and  Everest  conquests.  We  leave  no
statistical  stone  unturned,  except  perhaps
for the one that Roswell conspiracy theorists
are convinced harbors the truth about alien
life on Earth.

Furthermore,  our  research team pondered
the potential influence of lunar phases, solar
flares,  and  even  the  gravitational  pull  of
alien  motherships  on  the  synchronicity
observed  between  UFO  sightings  and
successful  Everest  climbs.  It's  a  statistical
riddle  worthy  of  the  Sphinx,  or  at  least  a
UFO  enthusiast  with  an  affinity  for
stargazing-themed puns.

With an open mind and a keen eye on the
data, we meticulously subjected our findings
to  rigorous  sensitivity  analyses,  ensuring
that  any  evidence  of  extraterrestrial
interference  –  or  terrestrial  tedium  –  was
captured  with  the  precision  of  a  Martian
rover navigating the Red Planet.

In  short,  our  methodology  combined  the
precision of statistical analysis with a hint of
cosmic  whimsy,  exploring  the  interstellar
and  mountaineering  realms  with  equal
measures  of  rigor  and  reverence  for  the
unknown. After all, in the quest to unveil the
mysterious link between UFO sightings and
successful Everest summits, a good sense
of  humor  might  just  be  the  ultimate
statistical "force" multiplier.

4. Results

Our analysis revealed a striking correlation
coefficient  of  0.9160774 between the total
number  of  reported  UFO  sightings  in
Missouri and the total number of successful
Mount  Everest  climbs  from 1975  to  2011.
This  relationship  is  stronger  than  a
supernova's  gravitational  pull,  signaling  a
connection  that's  as  mysterious  as  it  is
compelling.  It's  almost  like  the  aliens  are
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sending a signal loud and clear – "beam me
up to that summit!"

This  extraordinary  correlation  was  further
supported  by  an  r-squared  value  of
0.8391977,  indicating  that  a  whopping
83.92%  of  the  variability  in  successful
Everest  climbs  can  be  explained  by  the
number of UFO sightings in Missouri. It's as
if the extraterrestrial visitors have taken an
interest  in human achievements, acting as
cosmic  cheerleaders  from afar.  Talk  about
an otherworldly support system!

In typical statistical  fashion, the p-value of
less than 0.01 adds a touch of cosmic irony
to  our  findings.  The  probability  of  such  a
strong  relationship  occurring  by  random
chance is about as likely as discovering a
UFO-themed  amusement  park  on  the  red
planet.  The  evidence  overwhelmingly
suggests  that  there's  more  to  the
synchronicity  of  UFO  sightings  and
successful  Everest  conquests  than  meets
the telescope.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

To  visually  capture  the  magnitude  of  this
unearthly  pairing,  we  present  Figure  1,  a
scatterplot  that  impeccably  captures  the
robust  positive  correlation  between  UFO
sightings in Missouri and successful Mount
Everest climbs. It's a graph that says, "ET,
phone home, and tell your friends about the
view from the top!"

More  research  is  needed  to  fully
comprehend the cosmic forces at play and
delve deeper into this uncharted territory of
UFO sightings  and mountain  triumphs.  As
we wrap  up  this  segment,  let's  remember
the  immortal  words  of  Carl  Sagan:
"Somewhere,  something  incredible  is
waiting  to  be  known."  Well,  it  seems that
"somewhere"  might  just  include  the  sky
above Missouri and the towering slopes of
Mount Everest.

5. Discussion

Our  findings,  while  undoubtedly  intriguing,
may prompt more raised eyebrows than a
UFO sighting at a backyard BBQ. However,
they  provide  empirical  support  for  the
speculative  musings  offered  in  previous
research.  The  strong  positive  correlation
between  UFO  sightings  in  Missouri  and
successful  Mount  Everest  climbs  echoes
the suggested cosmic connection indicated
by Smith and Doe (2015) and Jones (2018).
It  seems  that  the  enigmatic  allure  of
extraterrestrial encounters and high-altitude
achievements  is  not  just  fodder  for  sci-fi
writers – there might just be something to
the idea that aliens are scaling the heights
of human ambition, albeit invisibly and with
a penchant for secrecy.

Now,  as  we  unpack  the  statistical
significance  of  our  results,  it's  worth
emphasizing the gravity of the relationships
uncovered.  With  an  r-squared  value
exceeding 0.83, it's evident that a significant
portion  of  the  variability  in  successful
Everest  climbs  can  be  attributed  to  the
number of UFO sightings in Missouri. This
isn't  just a mere coincidence;  it's  as if  the
aliens themselves are putting their celestial
weight  behind  our  earthly  endeavors.
Seems like they're not content with just crop
circles  and  probing  cows  –  now  they're
taking  an  interest  in  scaling  summits!  It's
like they've added "cosmic mountaineer" to
their out-of-this-world resumes.
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Our  research,  with  its  rigorous  statistical
methods  and  cheeky  sense  of  humor,
effectively  demonstrates the robustness of
the connection between UFO sightings and
successful Everest conquests. It's as if the
data itself is winking at us, saying, "I'm not
just  a  statistical  anomaly;  I'm  the  cosmic
truth  you've  been  searching  for."  And  as
researchers,  it's  our  duty  to  take  this
revelation  seriously,  even  if  it  involves
contemplating  alien  sightseeing  tours  to
Earth's highest peaks.

As  we  ponder  the  implications  of  our
findings,  it's  essential  to acknowledge that
correlation  does  not  imply  causation.  We
can't  definitively  claim  that  UFO  sightings
directly cause a surge in successful Everest
climbs  –  that  would  be  as  speculative  as
asserting  that  Mount  Everest  is  actually  a
disguised  alien  outpost.  Instead,  it's  more
prudent  to  consider  these  findings  as
tantalizing  breadcrumbs  in  the  ongoing
quest to unravel the intergalactic intricacies
of  UFO  sightings  and  human
accomplishments.  It's  like  we're  playing  a
game  of  cosmic  Clue,  except  instead  of
Colonel  Mustard  in  the  library  with  a
candlestick,  it's  "Aliens  in  Missouri  with  a
UFO  sighting  nudging  climbers  to  the
summit."

In  conclusion (until  the actual  conclusion),
our research provides a solid foundation for
future  endeavors  in  this  unexplored
intersection of UFO sightings and mountain
triumphs.  It's  a  cosmic  conundrum  worth
chasing,  even  if  it  means  occasionally
donning  a  tinfoil  hat  and  muttering  about
cosmic  coincidence.  As  we  navigate  this
peculiar terrain of sky-bound mysteries and
earthly triumphs, let's keep our spirits high
and our telescopes pointed upwards – who
knows  what  extraterrestrial  exploits  we'll
uncover next!

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has illuminated
a  compelling  correlation  between  UFO
sightings in Missouri and the total number of
successful Mount Everest climbs, shedding
light on a link as enigmatic as the Bermuda
Triangle's  reputation  for  making  ships
disappear  faster  than  you  can  say
"abracadabra-dabra." It seems that the stars
above and the peaks below may be more
interconnected than a conspiracy theorist's
web of red string and thumbtacks.

Our  findings  suggest  a  strong  positive
relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  phenomena,  with  a  correlation
coefficient so high, it's almost like the aliens
themselves  are  sending  a  message  in
Morse code using the flickering lights of a
flying saucer: "Keep climbing, Earthlings!"

But  hey,  we're  not  about  to  start  donning
tinfoil hats just yet – as much as we respect
our extraterrestrial  neighbors,  we'll  stick to
stargazing  from  a  safe  distance.  As  we
pursue this line of inquiry, we can't help but
be reminded of a classic dad joke: Did you
hear about the astronaut who stepped on a
galaxy? He took an astronomical amount of
space!

Now, as we consider the implications of our
findings,  it's  clear  that  future  research
should  continue  to  unravel  the  celestial
threads linking UFO sightings and mountain
triumphs. However, we can confidently state
that  this  study  has  brought  us  one  step
closer  to  understanding  the cosmic  dance
between  otherworldly  encounters  and
human achievements.

And in the spirit of scientific inquiry, it's only
fair  to  affirm  that  no  more  research  is
needed in this area. Because, let's face it, if
we  delve  any  deeper  into  this  cosmic
convergence,  we might  just  find ourselves
booking one-way tickets to Area 51!

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


