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Abstract

In this study, we investigate the tantalizing and slightly corny connection between the use of genetically 
modified organisms (GMO) in corn grown in Illinois and the number of lawyers in the United States. While 
some may dismiss it as cornspiracy theory, our research suggests that there may be a kernel of truth to 
this seemingly a-maize-ing correlation. Using data from the USDA and the American Bar Association, we 
conducted a thorough analysis spanning from 2000 to 2022. Our findings revealed a robust correlation 
coefficient of 0.9743082 and a p-value less than 0.01, providing compelling evidence of a relationship. 
However, before we put all our kernels in one basket, it's important to weed out any potential confounding
factors and distinguish between causation and corn-incidence. Our research adds a pop of curiosity to the
scholarly discussions while provoking some unbearably corny jokes along the way.
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1. Introduction

The  intersection  of  genetically  modified
organisms  (GMOs),  corn,  and  the  legal
profession  may  seem as  far-fetched  as  a
popcorn-flavored milkshake, but it is a topic
that has tantalized the academic community
and the more kernel-minded individuals for
some  time.  Historically,  studies  on  GMOs
have  tended  to  focus  on  their  potential
impact  on human health, the environment,
or  even  the  economy,  but  some  have
ventured  into  the  uncharted  territory  of
examining  their  connection  to  unexpected

variables.  Enter  the  steadily  growing
presence of lawyers in the United States.

The  impetus  for  this  study  was  the
prevailing  curiosity  regarding  an  alleged
correlation  between  the  use  of  GMOs  in
corn cultivation in Illinois and the number of
lawyers practicing across the United States.
It is no secret that the legal field is often ripe
with controversy and litigation, yet few could
have  forecasted  a  connection  with  the
humble  corn  crop.  Nevertheless,  as  the
saying goes, "the proof is in the pudding" -
or, in this case, perhaps "the proof is in the
popcorn."
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Of  course,  one  cannot  simply  pop  to
conclusions  without  robust  evidence  and
thorough  analysis,  which  is  precisely  the
endeavor of this research. We aim to delve
into  this  curiously  corny  correlation  and
investigate  whether  there  is,  indeed,  a
kernel  of  truth  to  the  alleged  relationship.
This study seeks to add a new dimension to
the  discourse  surrounding  GMOs,  legal
professionals,  and  the  tangled  web  they
potentially weave. While we proceed with a
due sense of levity, recognizing the inherent
absurdity  of  the  hypothesis,  we  also
approach the task with the solemnity of any
scholarly inquiry, acknowledging the need to
scrutinize  the  evidence  and  separate  the
wheat  from  the  chaff,  or  rather,  the  corn
from the crackling lawsuit.

It  is  our  hope that  this  study  will  not  only
illuminate  the  often-overlooked  interplay
between agricultural practices and the legal
landscape,  but  also  infuse  a  bit  of  humor
and light-heartedness into the rather serious
arena  of  academic  research.  With  this  in
mind, we invite our readers to join us on this
a-maize-ing  exploration,  as  we  peel  back
the husks of this cornundrum and examine
what lies beneath. After all, in the words of
American  humorist  Garrison  Keillor,
"Nothing gets the taste of humiliation out of
your mouth quite like seeing your enemies
run over by a tractor."

2. Literature Review

The  quest  to  uncover  the  enigmatic  link
between genetically modified corn in Illinois
and  the  number  of  lawyers  in  the  United
States  has  attracted  the  interest  of
researchers  from  a  variety  of  disciplines.
Smith et al.  (2015) delve into the potential
impact  of  GMOs  on  agricultural  practices
and the environment in their comprehensive
study,  while  Doe  (2018)  examines  the
evolving  landscape  of  legal  professions in
the  U.S.  Jones  (2020)  contributes  to  the
literature  by  exploring  the  societal

implications  of  GMO  usage,  albeit  in  a
broader  context.  These  serious  scholarly
works  lay  the  groundwork  for  our
exploration, but we must now take a detour
to consider some unexpected sources that
have  also  lent  their  perspectives  to  this
peculiar intersection.

In  "The  Omnivore's  Dilemma"  by  Michael
Pollan,  the  author's  investigation  into  the
complexities of the modern food system and
its  effects  on  society  offers  a  tangential
glimpse into the potential influence of GMOs
on legal dynamics. Furthermore, "Fast Food
Nation"  by  Eric  Schlosser  serves  as  a
reminder  of  the  interconnectedness  of
agricultural practices and legal frameworks,
albeit with a focus on a different aspect of
the food industry.

On  a  lighter  note,  the  fictional  world  of
literature  also  provides  some  intriguing
parallels.  In  John  Grisham's  legal  thriller
"The  Pelican  Brief,"  the  protagonist's
investigation  into  a  high-stakes conspiracy
draws unexpected connections akin to our
own corny pursuit.  Similarly,  the dystopian
landscape  of  "The  Hunger  Games"  by
Suzanne Collins offers a cautionary tale of
societal control and power dynamics, which
may  indirectly  resonate  with  the  potential
implications  of  GMOs  on  legal  systems.
Though the connection may be as tenuous
as a single strand of  corn silk,  it  is  worth
acknowledging the broader cultural echoes
that  permeate  our  understanding  of  this
correlation.

Turning  to  the  realm  of  film,  "Food,  Inc."
provides a thought-provoking exposé on the
food  industry,  shedding  light  on  the
agricultural  practices  that  underpin  our
everyday  sustenance.  While  not  directly
addressing  the  legal  implications,  the  film
underscores  the  profound  impact  of
agricultural decisions on society at large.

With this whimsical detour through various
literary  and  cinematic  avenues,  we  are
reminded  of  the  diverse  perspectives  that
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inform our  understanding  of  this  intriguing
correlation.  As  we  navigate  this  scholarly
labyrinth,  teeming  with  corny  puns  and
unexpected twists,  let  us not  lose sight  of
the ultimate goal: to discern whether there
truly exists a kernel of truth in the peculiar
relationship  between  GMO  corn  and  the
legal profession.

3. Our approach & methods

To  investigate  the  alleged  connection
between  the  use  of  genetically  modified
organisms (GMO) in  corn grown in Illinois
and  the  number  of  lawyers  in  the  United
States,  our  research  employed  a
combination  of  rigorous  data  collection,
statistical analysis, and a dash of good old-
fashioned  pun-ishment  for  anyone  caught
using dull language. 

First  and  foremost,  we  scoured  the  vast
expanse  of  the  internet  for  data,  utilizing
sources  such  as  the  United  States
Department of  Agriculture (USDA) and the
American  Bar  Association  (ABA).  We
diligently  collected  information  spanning
from the year 2000 to 2022, ensuring that
our  analysis  encompassed  a  significant
period to capture potential long-term trends
and fluctuations.

Our methodology included a "cornucopia" of
statistical  techniques,  including  but  not
limited  to  regression  analysis,  time  series
modeling,  and perhaps even a sprinkle of
witchcraft  to  keep  things  interesting  -  just
kidding,  the  hair-raising  statistical
techniques  we  employed  were  all  strictly
grounded in  sound  methodology  and data
science principles.

To establish a robust and serious foundation
for  our  analysis,  we  utilized  rigorous
statistical  software  and  programming
languages  to  wrangle  the  data  into
submission,  ensuring  that  it  revealed  its
kernels of truth with absolute transparency.
We then calculated correlation coefficients,

p-values,  and  various  other  statistical
measures  with  the  precision  of  a  chef
perfecting a corn soufflé,  or  at  least  that's
what  we  tell  ourselves  to  make  data
crunching more palatable.

Although we approach this research with a
sense  of  humor,  we  take  the  analytical
aspects of our methodology very seriously.
Every  model,  parameter,  and  assumption
was  scrutinized  with  all  the  intensity  of  a
corn farmer inspecting their yield, aiming to
ensure  that  our  findings  were  as  reliable
and robust as possible.  After all,  we didn't
want any statistical anomalies to pop up like
unpopped kernels in a bag of microwaved
popcorn.

In addition to our quantitative analysis, we
also  conducted  qualitative  investigations
into the cultural and historical significance of
corn  and  its  potential  influence  on  legal
practices. This involved delving into folklore,
literature, and perhaps a few old corny jokes
to  foster  a  deeper  understanding  of  the
interplay between agricultural practices and
the legal landscape.

Furthermore, given the nature of our study
and the sheer peculiarity of its premise, we
incorporated  a  generous  serving  of
skepticism,  constantly  challenging  our
assumptions and methodologies to ensure
that we weren't getting too corny or jumping
to  conclusions  like  a  kernel  escaping  the
confines of a pan.

Through this multidimensional approach, we
aimed  to  peel  back  the  layers  of  this
seemingly  a-maize-ing  correlation,  all  the
while  remaining  mindful  of  the  balance
between academic rigor and the inherently
whimsical nature of the topic at hand.

Ultimately,  our  methodology  sought  to
uphold the most important principle of all -
that  serious  research  doesn't  have  to  be
entirely  serious.  With  that  in  mind,  we
embarked on our investigation with a sense
of scholarly curiosity and a commitment to
unearthing the corn-nection between GMO
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corn in Illinois and the legal profession with
all  the earnestness of  a farmer  tending to
their  crops  or  a  lawyer  preparing  for  a
"corny" case.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  investigation  yielded  a
correlation coefficient of 0.9743082 and an
r-squared  value  of  0.9492765,  with  a  p-
value less than 0.01, indicating a strong and
statistically  significant  relationship between
the  use  of  genetically  modified  organisms
(GMOs) in corn cultivated in Illinois and the
number of lawyers practicing in the United
States. Fig. 1 illustrates the strikingly robust
correlation  between  these  two  variables,
manifesting  our  findings  in  a  visually  a-
peeling manner.

This begs the question: is there a kernel of
truth  to  the  notion  that  the  cultivation  of
GMO corn in Illinois is somehow linked to
the proliferation of legal practitioners across
the  nation?  Our  research  suggests  the
possibility  of  such  a  connection,  but  we
must tread carefully through this proverbial
maize field of association.

While  the  correlation  we  uncovered  may
appear  as  clear  as  day,  it's  essential  to
exercise  caution  before  jumping  to
sensationalist  conclusions.  As  any  diligent
researcher  knows,  correlation  does  not
necessarily  imply  causation.  We  must
consider  the  potential  influences  of  other
variables,  such  as  economic,  social,  and
legal  factors,  that  could  be contributing  to
this  intriguing  correlation.  After  all,  we
wouldn't want to force-fit all our data into a
corn-themed  narrative  without  carefully
shucking  away  the  extraneous  kernels  of
information.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Nevertheless, the strength of the correlation
is  undeniably  compelling.  One  might  say
that  our  findings  have  stalked  the
boundaries  of  scientific  convention  in  a
quest for the cob-clusive evidence that we
present  here.  This  a-maize-ing  revelation
certainly adds a pop of intrigue to the often-
staid  world  of  statistical  research.  We are
reminded  by  this  unexpected link  that  the
academic landscape, much like a cornfield,
is filled with kernels of knowledge waiting to
be harvested.

In  conclusion,  our  results  lead  us  to
consider the previously unexplored potential
interplay between agricultural practices and
the legal profession. While our findings may
seem as outlandish as a corn on the cob
vending  machine,  we  are  encouraged  by
the implications of our research, pointing to
the  need  for  further  investigation  and  a-
maize-ing  discussions  in  the  scholarly
community.  Perhaps  it's  time we embrace
both  the  serious  and  the  corny  in  our
academic  pursuits,  recognizing  that  even
the most unexpected correlations can shed
light on unseen patterns and relationships.

But  before  we  get  too  carried  away  with
these  findings,  let's  not  lose  sight  of  the
corn-ventional wisdom that more research is
needed  to  fully  husk  out  the  underlying
mechanisms  behind  this  correlation.  After
all,  as the saying goes,  "Don't  count  your
ears before they're husked."
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5. Discussion

Our  study  has  unearthed  a  remarkably
robust  correlation  between  the  use  of
genetically  modified  organisms  (GMOs)  in
corn  grown  in  Illinois  and  the  number  of
lawyers in the United States, a connection
that might at first blush seem as improbable
as a corn maze in a legal library. However,
our findings support and build upon the prior
research in this field, albeit with a whimsical
twist.  As  we  traverse  this  academic
landscape,  replete  with  serious  scholarly
works and whimsical detours alike, we find
ourselves  pondering  the  not-so-corny
possibility  of  a  genuine  kernel  of  truth
behind  this  seemingly  a-maize-ing
correlation.

Returning to the literature review, we recall
the  unexpected  sources  that  lent  their
perspectives  to  this  peculiar  intersection.
What  may  have  initially  seemed  like
tangential  musings  in  "The  Omnivore's
Dilemma" and "Fast Food Nation" now take
on a weightier significance, as their insights
echo the tangible link between agricultural
practices  and  legal  dynamics  that  our
research has brought to light.  The fictional
parallels  in  "The  Pelican  Brief"  and  "The
Hunger  Games"  have,  in  their  own  right,
unwittingly  foreshadowed  our  surprising
findings. Quite the twist, as unexpected as
finding a farmer's hat in a courtroom.

Our  a-peeling  results  provide  compelling
evidence that  cannot  be corntradicted.  It's
not  just  a bunch of  kernel  poppycock;  the
strikingly robust correlation coefficient and r-
squared  value  speak  volumes  about  the
potential  relationship  between  GMO  corn
cultivation  and  the  legal  profession.  Our
findings  have  startled  the  scholarly
community much like a jolt from an electric
corn stripper.

We must,  however, tread carefully through
this proverbial maize field of association, as
any  diligent  researcher  knows  that
correlation  does  not  imply  causation.  The

implications  of  our  research  should  be
husked  with  care,  like  a  precious  cob  of
sweet  corn.  We  cannot  rush  to  judgment
and  force-fit  our  data  into  a  corn-themed
narrative  without  carefully  shucking  away
the extraneous kernels of information.

In light of our findings, it  seems there's a-
maize-ing potential  for further investigation
into  the  complex  interplay  between
agricultural  practices  and  the  legal
profession. Perhaps it's time to embrace the
serious and the corny, recognizing that even
the most unexpected correlations can shed
light on unseen patterns and relationships.
After all,  as the saying goes, "A-maize-ing
findings in research are like corn on the cob
– they deserve to be shared and savored!"

6. Conclusion

While we may be feeling a bit like kernels of
researchers stuck in the cob-web of this a-
maize-ing correlation, it's time to wrap it up
and pop some conclusions like a kettle  of
corn in the microwave. Our results tantalize
the  taste  buds  of  curiosity,  hinting  at  a
strong  connection  between  GMO  corn  in
Illinois  and  the  number  of  lawyers  in  the
U.S.,  but  we're  not  ready  to  butter  our
conclusion just yet.

Before  we  conjure  up  visions  of  corn-
shaped  law  firms  sprouting  across  the
heartland,  we must tread carefully through
the  maize  maze  of  causation  and
correlation. As tempting as it is to put all our
kernels in one basket, we mustn't lose sight
of  the  bigger  picture.  After  all,  correlation
does not imply a corncrete cause, and there
may be other factors at play - we don't want
to just go with the popcorn flow.

In the corn-text of academic research, our
findings add a pop of intrigue and a sprinkle
of  humor,  showing  that  even  the  most  a-
maize-ing correlations can sprout from the
unlikeliest of soil. But as we wind down this
research,  it's  clearer  than freshly  polished
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kernels  that  there's  no  need  for  more
research in this area. Let's shuck away any
lingering  doubt  -  this  study  has  certainly
husked the corn.
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