The Journal of Quirky Social Dynamics (2024) 57, 56-70

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

SpuriousDirect

ELSERVER

Jazlyn's Popularity and Vale's Stock Volatility: A Tale
of Names and Gains

Caleb Harris, Andrew Tanner, Giselle P Trudeau

Institute for Studies; Chapel Hill, North Carolina

KEYWORDS

Jazlyn name popularity, Vale stock volatility, correlation between name popularity and stock
performance, human names and stock prices, Jazlyn name prevalence and Vale stock fate,
correlation coefficient and significance level, stock market influence and human names

Abstract

The intertwining of human names and stock prices may seem far-fetched, but our study delves into the
curious connection between the popularity of the first name Jazlyn and the stock performance of Vale
S.A. (VALE). Utilizing data from the US Social Security Administration and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), we
endeavored to unravel this uniquely captivating correlation. With a twinkle of humor, we present evidence
of a correlation coefficient of 0.7551509 and <0.01 significance level from the years 2003 to 2022,
demonstrating an intriguing closeness between the two variables. In the twinkling of an eye, Jazlyn's
name prevalence has proven to sway Vale's stock fate, leaving us in chuckles and astonishment. The
findings of this research tickle our curiosity and add a new layer of understanding to the complex world of
stock market influence.

Copyleft 2024 Institute for Studies. No rights reserved.

1. Introduction saying goes, "What's in a name? That which
we call a rose by any other name would

The world of finance is often considered to smell as sweet,” but could a rose by the

be a serious and rational realm, governed
by the laws of supply and demand, portfolio
diversification, and risk management.
However, our research aims to shed light on
a more whimsical and unexpected influence
on stock market performance - the
popularity of the first name Jazlyn. As the

name of Jazlyn potentially influence stock
prices? Stay tuned to find out!

Now, let's dive into this tale of names and
gains and explore the curious relationship
between the frequency of the given name
Jazlyn and the stock volatility of Vale S.A.
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(VALE) over the years. Much like a good
dad joke, the correlation between these
seemingly disparate variables may both
surprise and amuse the reader.

It is widely acknowledged that stock prices
are influenced by a myriad of economic,
financial, and geopolitical factors. However,
the potential impact of individual names on
stock market dynamics is a novel and
lighthearted avenue of investigation. Just
like a well-timed dad joke, the unexpected
nature of this relationship adds an element
of delight to the otherwise serious field of
stock market analysis.

As we embark on this scholarly journey, we
will endeavor to maintain a balance
between rigorous statistical analysis and the
occasional witty aside. After all, a good pun
is like a well-diversified portfolio — it adds a
touch of humor to an otherwise serious
subject.

With this study, we aim to bring a touch of
levity to the world of financial research while
uncovering a  potentially  fascinating
correlation between personal homenclature
and stock market fluctuations. As the old
adage goes, "A good pun is its own reword,"
and we hope to provide both intellectual
insight and a dash of amusement in our
exploration of this unique relationship.

2. Literature Review

Smith et al. (2015) examined the potential
influence of personal names on financial
outcomes and found no significant
correlation between the two. However,
further investigations by Doe (2018)
revealed a moderate association between
the frequency of certain given names and
stock market performance, raising eyebrows
in the academic community. This led to a
flurry of research endeavors aimed at
exploring the enigmatic link between
something as seemingly inconsequential as

a name and the volatile world of stock
prices.

In "Financial Riddles and Wordplay," the
authors humorously dissect the whimsical
nuances of financial language and its
potential impact on market psychology,
offering a delightful exploration of the
intersection between the serious and the
playful in the realm of finance.

Meanwhile, Jones (2020) provocatively
postulated a  hitherto  unrecognized
relationship between personal names and
corporate stock symbols, opening the
floodgates to a wave of speculative
hypotheses and jovial banter in financial
circles.

In "The Economics of Names," the authors
undertake a whimsical yet deeply analytical
examination of the potential influence of
personal nomenclature on economic
phenomena, thus providing a scholarly
backdrop for our own investigation into the
correlation between the prevalence of the
first name Jazlyn and the stock volatility of
Vale S.A. (VALE).

Turning to the realm of fiction, books such
as "The Stockbroker's Secret Son" and "The
Naming of Cats" offer imaginative
interpretations of the elusive connection
between personal names and financial
intrigue, inspiring us to approach our
research with a touch of creativity and
storytelling flair.

Likewise, TV shows like "The Big Bang
Theory" and "Parks and Recreation"
indirectly touch upon the intersection of
naming conventions and quirky human
behavior, providing anecdotal evidence of
the captivating nature of our research topic
and the potential for unexpected
correlations.

In "Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone,"
the magical implications of names and their
influence on the characters' destinies offer a
whimsical parallel to our investigation,
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reminding us that even in the solemn world
of financial analysis, a sprinkle of
enchantment and humor can be just what
the researcher ordered.

3. Our approach & methods
Data Collection:

We collected data on the popularity of the
first name Jazlyn from the US Social
Security Administration's comprehensive
database of baby names and their
frequencies. This involved extracting the
frequency of occurrences of the name
Jazlyn from the years 2003 to 2022. Our
team of researchers then cross-referenced
this data with information obtained from
LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv) to ensure the
accuracy and reliability of the name
frequency data.

To collect stock price data for Vale S.A.
(VALE), we navigated the tumultuous seas
of the internet, utilizing a combination of
financial databases, market indices, and
archives of historical stock prices. In a
manner akin to a savvy treasure hunter, we
meticulously gathered daily stock price data
for Vale S.A. from 2003 to 2022, ensuring
an extensive scope for our analysis.

Data Processing and Analysis:

Upon amassing the raw data, we scrutinized
the information with a precision befitting a
wordsmith contemplating the perfect pun.
Our analysis involved the application of
statistical software tools to compute the
frequency of the name Jazlyn and the
corresponding stock prices for Vale S.A. We
employed robust statistical ~methods,
including time series analysis and
regression modeling, to disentangle the
potential relationship between the two
variables.

Furthermore, we used a variety of data
transformation techniques to ensure the
data was as smooth as a well-crafted joke.

This included the cleansing of outliers,
smoothing of stock price volatility, and the
normalization of name frequency data to
account for variations in birth rates over the
years.

Statistical Modeling:

In order to quantify the relationship between
the frequency of the name Jazlyn and the
stock price volatility of Vale S.A., we tailored
our statistical models with the finesse of a
master joke teller setting up the perfect
punchline. We implemented time series
analysis to explore temporal patterns in both
the popularity of the name Jazlyn and the
fluctuations in Vale's stock prices.

Subsequently, we employed regression
analysis to construct a model that
encapsulates the association between the
two variables. The use of multiple
regression allowed us to control for potential
confounding factors, just as a skilled
comedian anticipates and addresses
potential objections before delivering the
final punchline.

In an effort to ensure the robustness of our
findings, we assessed the statistical
significance of the association using
hypothesis testing and confidence intervals.
This involved calculating the correlation
coefficient and conducting formal tests of
significance at conventional alpha levels.

We made exhaustive efforts to reveal such
a correlation, not unlike a dad telling a 'dad
joke' — relentless in the pursuit of a reaction,
with an awareness that not everyone may
appreciate the humor.

Limitations:

It is crucial to acknowledge the limitations of
our study. While we have endeavored to
capture a comprehensive view of the
relationship between the frequency of the
name Jazlyn and the stock price volatility of
Vale S.A., there may be unmeasured factors
and unobserved variables that could
influence the findings. This is much like the
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element of surprise in a dad joke — the
unexpected twist that may add complexity to
the punchline.

4, Results

In examining the relationship between the
popularity of the first name Jazlyn and the
stock performance of Vale S.A. (VALE) from
2003 to 2022, we found a remarkably high
correlation  coefficient of 0.75515009,
indicating a strong positive relationship
between the two variables. This correlation
was accompanied by an r-squared value of
0.5702529, suggesting that approximately
57% of the variability in Vale's stock price
can be explained by the frequency of the
name Jazlyn. It appears that there may be
more than just a "vale" of tears when it
comes to this unexpected name-stock
connection.

The p-value of less than 0.01 further
emphasizes the statistical significance of
this  correlation, providing compelling
evidence that the relationship between
Jazlyn's popularity and Vale's stock
performance is not simply a random
occurrence. It seems that the influence of a
name can stretch beyond personal identity
and reach into the realm of financial
markets, leaving us to ponder whether there
are truly "stocks" in a name.

In Figure 1, the accompanying scatterplot
visually illustrates the robust correlation
between the frequency of the name Jazlyn
and Vale's stock price, solidifying our
findings and pointing to a name-stock
relationship that can't be brushed off as
mere coincidence.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

It appears that there may be more to this
correlation than meets the "." While our
study's findings may appear unconventional
at first glance, they raise intriguing
questions about the potential impact of
personal names on the dynamics of stock
markets. Perhaps it's time to reconsider the
belief that a name is just a string of letters —
it may hold more sway over stock prices
than we previously realized.

Nevertheless, as we delve into the amiable
world of name-play and stock whimsy, it is
crucial to acknowledge the limitations of our
analysis. While our study offers compelling
evidence of a correlation, caution is
warranted in inferring a causal relationship
between the popularity of the name Jazlyn
and Vale's stock performance. The enduring
mystery and humor of this unexpected
correlation invite further investigation, but
we must tread carefully in drawing definitive
conclusions about the direction of influence
between these variables. After all, the
"perks" of the stock market are not to be
taken lightly.

Thus, our research adds a touch of
playfulness to the otherwise serious domain
of stock market analysis, invoking a sense
of wonder and amusement in the
exploration of this unique and unexpected
relationship. It appears that the
unpredictable twists and turns of the stock
market are not confined to financial
indicators alone - the whims of
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nomenclature may have a role to play as
well.

5. Discussion

In our study, we set out to investigate the
peculiar connection between the popularity
of the first name Jazlyn and the stock
performance of Vale S.A. (VALE). While the
notion of names influencing stock prices
might initially seem like a punchline in a dad
joke, our findings have revealed a
statistically significant correlation that can't
be brushed off as mere whimsy.

Our results echo the sentiments of prior
research, including the whimsical theories
proposed by Jones (2020) regarding the
potential influence of personal names on
corporate stock symbols. While this
connection may seem as improbable as
finding a penny stock in a haystack, the
significant correlation coefficient and p-
value from our study provide empirical
support for the notion that Jazlyn's name
prevalence indeed has a sway over Vale's
stock fate.

As we playfully unravel this intriguing
correlation, our results also echo the serious
contention put forth by Smith et al. (2015),
who initially found no significant correlation
between personal names and financial
outcomes. However, our study's robust
correlation coefficient and r-squared value
offer quantitative evidence that Jazlyn's
popularity holds a more substantial weight
in influencing Vale's stock performance than
previously acknowledged.

In our pursuit of evidence, we utilized data
from the US Social Security Administration
and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), leaving no
stone unturned in our endeavor to explore
this connection.

This unexpected correlation between a
seemingly innocuous name and a volatile
stock price may appear as surprising as
finding a "dollar bill" amidst a pile of leaves,

but the statistical significance of our findings
suggests  otherwise. The compelling
evidence of a strong positive relationship
raises intriguing questions about the
potential impact of personal names on the
dynamics of stock markets. As the saying
goes, "stocks" and stones may indeed
break one's bones, but the impact of a
name can leave a lasting impression on
stock prices.

While our study's findings may bring about a
chuckle or two, it is crucial to acknowledge
the limitations of our analysis. As tempting
as it may be to draw a straight line between
Jazlyn's popularity and Vale's stock
performance, we must heed the caution of
not jumping to hasty conclusions. As the
whims of nomenclature intertwine with the
unpredictable twists and turns of the stock
market, our research invites further
investigation into this unexpected
relationship.

In conclusion, our study brings a touch of
playfulness to the solemn domain of stock
market analysis, hinting at the potentially
influential role of personal names in the
tumultuous world of finance. After all, in the
realm of stocks and names, there may be
more than meets the "I." This unexpected
correlation reminds us that a name is not
simply a string of letters — it may hold more
sway over stock prices than we previously
realized.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has uncovered a
remarkably strong correlation between the
popularity of the first name Jazlyn and the
stock performance of Vale S.A. (VALE), with
a correlation coefficient of 0.7551509 and a
p-value of less than 0.01. This unexpected
association between personal homenclature
and stock market dynamics adds a touch of
whimsy to the realm of financial research,
reminding us that there may be more to a
name than meets the eye. As the old saying
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goes, "The name's correlation, stock
correlation,” and our findings certainly
exemplify the unexpected twists that can
emerge in the world of data analysis.

It seems that there may be "vale"-uable
insights to be gained from further
exploration of this compelling correlation.
However, we must also heed the cautionary
advice of the financial world and not jump to
hasty conclusions. As with any good dad
joke, a correlation does not necessarily
imply causation, and it is essential to
approach this relationship with the prudence
befitting a prudent investor.

With a nod to both statistical rigor and
occasional levity, our research offers a
delightful foray into the unusual and
thought-provoking interplay between names
and stock prices. As we close this chapter
on the connection between Jazlyn's
popularity and Vale's stock volatility, it is
safe to say that this correlation has left us
with both chuckles and curious wonder. And
in the words of a seasoned dad, "l wouldn't
buy anything with Velcro. It's a total rip-off."

Given the compelling evidence presented in
this study, it is our firm belief that further
research in this area is not warranted. After
all, one can only handle so many dad jokes
in a single academic pursuit.

The use of statistical methods inherently
assumes a linear relationship between
variables, and as such, nonlinear
relationships or unusual patterns may not
be fully captured by our analyses. However,
similar to a skillful jest, we employed a mix
of statistical tools to uncover even the
subtlest of connections.

Conclusion:

In the spirit of academic inquiry and jovial
pursuit, our methodology aimed to navigate
the often-unexpected intersection of names
and financial markets with diligence and
precision. Our approach combined rigorous
statistical analyses with the occasional
lighthearted reference, musing on the
potential whimsy hiding beneath the surface
of such a correlation.

As any good pun elicits a spontaneous
chuckle or a contemplative smile, we hope
that our methodology for exploring the
connection between the popularity of the
name Jazlyn and the stock performance of
Vale S.A. reflects both the dedication to
scholarly rigor and the refreshing
perspective of an unexpected correlation.
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