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Firestarter or Just Trendy: The Correlation Between Baby's Popularity
and Arson in Nebraska

Catherine Hughes, Abigail Turner, George P Thornton
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Gather 'round, fellow researchers, for we have uncovered a seemingly dubious connection between the popularity of the first name Baby and the occurrence
of arson in the great state of Nebraska. Using rigorous data analysis from the US Social Security Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice Information
Services, we delved into the enigma of whether a name can spark fiery behavior. Our findings reveal a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9107243
and a p-value of less than 0.01 for the years spanning 1985 to 2022. As we discuss the implications of this alarming association, we invite readers to ponder
if a name as seemingly innocent as "Baby" could ignite more than just adoration. Let us ignite the flames of curiosity and explore the uncharted territory of
nominal influence on criminal proclivities.

Welcome, esteemed colleagues, to a rather fiery exploration of
the  intriguing  relationship  between the  popularity  of  the  first
name Baby and the incidence of arson in the cornhusker state,
Nebraska.  As  researchers,  we  are  accustomed  to  unraveling
complex relationships and uncovering hidden patterns, but the
correlation  we  stumbled  upon  could  be  described  as  nothing
short of an unexpected blaze of insight.

Before  we  dive  into  the  scorching  details  of  our  study,  it  is
paramount  to  acknowledge  the  proliferation  of  unusual
correlations  in  the  vast  oceans  of  data.  As  we  approach  this
topic,  we  must  tread  carefully  to  avoid  getting  burned  by
spurious  associations  and  statistical  mirages.  However,  our
initial incendiary findings have ignited a spark of curiosity that
we simply cannot extinguish.

In the pursuit  of shedding light on this flaming anomaly,  our
investigation begins with the mundane task of collecting data
from  the  US  Social  Security  Administration.  Our  meticulous
extraction of the historical baby name records has provided us
with  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  ebb  and  flow  of  Baby's
popularity over the years. Meanwhile, our comrades at the FBI
Criminal  Justice  Information Services  have furnished  us  with
detailed  reports  on  arson  incidents,  enabling  us  to  juxtapose
these data with the trends in the naming landscape.

As we collectively sift through the embers of these datasets, a
glaring statistic emerges with compelling force. The correlation
coefficient of 0.9107243, accompanied by a p-value that could
hardly fuel any skepticism (less than 0.01), demands attention
and reflection. It seems that this seemingly innocent name may
not be entirely innocent after all.

While  our  findings  have  undoubtedly  fanned  the  flames  of
intrigue,  we  should  approach  them  with  an  abundance  of
caution, fully aware of the dire consequences of leaping to fiery
conclusions. As we venture further into this burning inquiry, we

invite you to join us in the journey of unraveling this curious
connection while keeping a cool head and a discerning eye for
any  smokescreen  in  the  data.  Let  us  not  ignite  unnecessary
panic,  but  rather  fan  the  flames  of  curiosity  and  rigorously
examine  this  unexpected  nexus  between  nomenclature  and
nefarious behavior. After all, in the realm of research, sometimes
the  most  improbable  sparks  lead  to  the  most  illuminating
conflagrations of knowledge.

Review of existing research

The  investigation  into  the  potential  connection  between  the
popularity of the first name Baby and the incidence of arson in
Nebraska is an endeavor that has taken researchers through both
the serious and the absurd realms of scholarly inquiry. With a
slight nod to the unexpected nature of our own study, we embark
on  this  literature  review  with  an  acknowledgment  of  the
esteemed works of Smith, Doe, and Jones, whose research has
underlined the importance of examining unlikely associations in
sociological phenomena. In "The Name Effect," Smith affirms
the potential impact of names on individuals' behavior, setting
the stage for our inquiry into the possible influence of Baby's
prevalence on criminal conduct.

Adding  to  the  discourse,  Doe's  study  "Names  and  Nefarious
Behavior" delves into the mechanisms by which certain names
may  predispose  individuals  to  deviant  actions.  Meanwhile,
Jones, in "Names and Notoriety," provides further insight into
the sociocultural implications intertwined with the significance
of names, honing in on the potential ramifications on criminal
activity.  Together,  these  publications  form  the  bedrock  upon
which we stand as we explore the offbeat correlation between a
popular name and arson.
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Venturing  into  the  wider  spectrum  of  related  literature,  we
encounter an eclectic blend of non-fiction works that, while not
explicitly  addressing  our  specific  inquiry,  offer  valuable
perspectives on naming trends, criminal behavior, and societal
dynamics.  In  "Freakonomics,"  Levitt  and  Dubner  tackle
unconventional correlations in societal phenomena, paving the
way for the acceptance of seemingly improbable ties between
disparate  variables.  Furthermore,  "The  Tipping  Point"  by
Malcolm Gladwell prompts a reflection on the potential tipping
factors that may influence societal trends, providing a thought-
provoking lens through which to view our own findings.

However,  the  landscape  of  literature  surrounding  our  subject
matter  takes  a  whimsical  turn  as  we  veer  into  the  realm  of
fiction. Works such as "Inferno" by Dan Brown and "The Girl
Who  Played  with  Fire"  by  Stieg  Larsson,  although  purely
fictional  in  nature,  unwittingly  contribute  to  the  thematic
undercurrent  of  our  investigation,  offering  a  parallel  universe
where the interplay of names and arson becomes a captivating
narrative rather than a statistical hypothesis.

In an unexpected twist befitting our peculiar line of inquiry, it is
perhaps worth noting the emergence of internet memes that, in a
lighthearted  manner,  touch  upon  the  themes  of  naming
conventions and the capricious nature of human behavior. The
"This  is  Fine"  meme,  depicting a  cartoon dog surrounded by
flames,  humorously  encapsulates  the  absurdity  of  unexpected
circumstances, mirroring the sentiment of our own incredulous
discovery. Likewise, the "Distracted Boyfriend" meme, although
seemingly  unrelated  at  first  glance,  serves  as  a  whimsical
reminder  of  the  unpredictability  of  human  preferences,
resonating with the notion of peculiar influences on decision-
making processes.

As  we  navigate  through  this  curiously  diverse  expanse  of
literature, it becomes apparent that while the subject matter at
hand may invite skepticism and mirth, it nevertheless warrants
thorough examination and scholarly consideration. With an open
mind and a hint of levity, we prepare to dive deeper into the
conundrum of  Baby's  popularity  and its  enigmatic  correlation
with arson in the state of Nebraska.

Procedure

To elucidate the perplexing nexus between the popularity of the
first name Baby and the incidence of arson in the great state of
Nebraska, we embarked on an arduous data collection journey
that would have surely strained the patience of Sisyphus. Our
expedition began with a rigorous expedition through the annals
of  the  US  Social  Security  Administration  data,  as  we
scrupulously  combed  through  the  yearly  baby  name  records
between 1985 and 2022. Our dedicated team dutifully cataloged
the frequencies of occurrences for the name Baby, setting the
stage for our statistical inferno.

In parallel to our gallant efforts in name-tallying, our steadfast
comrades  at  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information  Services
bestowed upon us  a  trove of  reports  detailing  the number  of
arson incidents within the borders of Nebraska. This scorching
dataset was a treasure trove of fiery information, allowing us to
scrutinize the temporal patterns of arson occurrences, which we

would eventually juxtapose with the boisterous popularity of the
name Baby.

Post  procurement  of  the  data,  we  set  forth  to  conduct  our
infernal  analyses.  We  employed  the  formidable  tools  of
statistical  analysis,  summoning  the  esoteric  incantations  of
correlation  coefficients  and p-values  to  unravel  the enigmatic
relationship between a seemingly innocuous name and the fiery
deeds  of  arson.  We  cautiously  utilized  a  Pearson  correlation
coefficient to measure the strength and direction of the linear
relationship between the temporal occurrences of the first name
Baby  and  the  incidences  of  arson  in  Nebraska.  Our  data
wranglers also concocted a p-value through the summoning of t-
tests, which imbued our findings with the much-coveted sheen
of statistical significance.

It  is  essential  to  acknowledge  the  limitations  of  our
methodology, much like acknowledging the hazards of handling
combustible materials.  While we have endeavored to mitigate
extraneous influences and confounding variables,  it  is  always
wise  to  approach  such  scorching  findings  with  a  judicious
sprinkling of skepticism. Nonetheless, armed with our statistical
arsenal  and  robust  datasets,  we  gestated  a  provocative
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9107243,  wearing  the  mantle  of
statistical significance with a p-value less than 0.01.

As  we  traverse  this  scorching  terrain  of  inquiry,  we  hope  to
foster a spirit of prudent curiosity and resolute skepticism. The
fiery  juxtaposition  of  Baby's  popularity  and  the  incidence  of
arson  has  ignited  not  only  the  flames  of  research  but  also  a
conflagration of philosophical contemplation. Let the flames of
knowledge burn brightly as we delve deeper into this unlikely
alliance between nomenclature and nefarious behavior.

Findings

Our  scorching  investigation  into  the  correlation  between  the
popularity of the first name Baby and the incidence of arson in
Nebraska  has  yielded  some  truly  hot-off-the-press  findings.
Upon running the numbers for the years 1985 to 2022, we found
a  blistering  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9107243,  with  an  R-
squared value of 0.8294188 and a p-value that would raise the
temperature in any statistical discussion (p < 0.01).

Furthermore,  as depicted in Fig.  1,  our scatterplot graphically
illustrates  the sizzling relationship between the two variables.
The data points form an unmistakable pattern akin to a trail of
breadcrumbs  leading  straight  to  the  arsonist's  doorstep  -  or,
perhaps in this case, the nursery. It seems that the popularity of
the moniker "Baby" is not just a flash in the pan, but rather a
smoldering indicator of potential fiery behavior.

The  strength  of  this  correlation  cannot  be  dismissed  as  a
statistical  brushfire;  it  is  a  roaring bonfire  demanding further
examination and deliberation. This seems to suggest that there
may be more to this seemingly innocent name than meets the
eye, and one cannot help but wonder if,  in the case of arson,
naming truly is the culprit.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While our discovery is undeniably incendiary, we must exercise
caution  in  setting  the  academic  world  ablaze  with
sensationalized interpretations. The existence of such an intense
relationship between a name and a criminal  act  has  ignited a
conflagration of curiosity within our research team, prompting
us to scorch the earth for potential explanations while avoiding
getting singed by hasty conclusions.

It  is  imperative  for  the  academic  community  to  heat  up
discussions  surrounding  the  influence  of  nomenclature  on
human behavior while also being mindful of avoiding drawing
premature fiery conclusions. As we delve deeper into the inferno
of nominal impact on criminal tendencies, we must endeavor to
stoke  the  flames  of  reasoned  debate  without  igniting
unnecessary alarm. After all, in the dazzling dance of data, it's
often  the  most  unexpected  sparks  that  ignite  the  most
illuminating discoveries.

Discussion

As we bask in the warm glow of our scorching findings, it is
paramount  to  acknowledge  the  flickering  light  that  previous
research has shed on this fiery subject. The literature, much like
a  well-stocked  tinderbox,  provided  ample  fuel  for  our
investigation. The noteworthy works of Smith, Doe, and Jones
illuminated the potential influence of names on human behavior,
lending credibility to our own inferno of a study. It's as if our
research  has  set  ablaze  the  hunches  and  suspicions  of  these
esteemed scholars,  fanning the flames of curiosity in a much
wider arena.

Upon  further  reflection,  our  results  seem  to  corroborate  the
offbeat  explorations  in  the  literature  review,  reinforcing  the
notion  that  names  can  indeed  kindle  unexpected  phenomena.
This echoes Levitt and Dubner's unconventional correlations in
"Freakonomics," as if our findings are the unexpected love child
of  their  intellectual  union.  Moreover,  the  strangely  alluring
confluence  of  Baby  and  arson  invites  a  comparison  to  the
magnetic tipping factors that Gladwell so eloquently elucidates
in  "The  Tipping  Point."  One  cannot  help  but  wonder  if  our
findings  represent  a  pivotal  spark  in  the  realm  of  criminal
nomenclature.

The  surreal  tangential  nods  to  fictional  works  resonate  more
profoundly in light of our own findings. Just as Dan Brown and

Stieg Larsson craft fictional universes that enmesh names and
arson, our study has unearthed a surreptitious union between the
two, as if we've stumbled into the pages of an unlikely bestseller.
The subtle undercurrent of whimsy within our literature review
mirrors the unexpected twists and turns of our own academic
journey, underscoring the peculiar allure of offbeat correlations.

In  light  of  our  results,  it  becomes  apparent  that  the  trail  of
breadcrumbs,  or  in  this  case,  perhaps  charred  remains,  leads
straight  to  the  nursery.  The  firmness  of  the  correlation
coefficient  and  the  unmistakable  pattern  in  the  scatterplot
illustrate that the influence of a name can indeed be alarmingly
incendiary. One is reminded of the age-old dictum, "What's in a
name?" In our case, it seems the answer might just be "arson."

Our discovery offers  a tantalizing glimpse into the capricious
nature  of  human  behavior.  Just  as  the  "This  is  Fine"  meme
humorously  encapsulates  the  absurdity  of  unexpected
circumstances,  our  findings  serve  as  a  testament  to  the
bewilderingly  unpredictable  influence  of  nomenclature  on
criminal  proclivities.  The  "Distracted  Boyfriend"  meme,
meanwhile,  aptly  reflects  the surprising turn of  events  in  our
research  -  a  delightful  reminder  that  academic  inquiry  can
occasionally acquire a whimsical twist.

Ultimately,  our  findings  highlight  the  palpable  influence  of
nomenclature on criminal tendencies. The enigmatic correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name  "Baby"  and  the
occurrence of arson in Nebraska cannot be dismissed as a mere
statistical  brushfire;  it  is  a  bonfire  that  demands  further
contemplation.  As  we  cautiously  navigate  this  uncharted
territory, it is imperative to stoke the flames of reasoned debate
without igniting unnecessary alarm. After all, in the ambiguous
realm of human behavior, it's often the most unexpected sparks
that lead to the most illuminating discoveries.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our scorching exploration into the nexus between
the  popularity  of  the  first  name  Baby and  the  occurrence  of
arson in Nebraska has illuminated an unexpected conflagration
of statistical significance. The searing correlation coefficient of
0.9107243, coupled with a sizzling p-value (p < 0.01), ignites a
fervent debate about the potential influence of nomenclature on
incendiary  tendencies.  However,  we  must  tread  carefully  to
avoid  being  consumed  by  premature  fiery  conclusions  and
ensure that this hot topic doesn't set the entire field ablaze with
hastily drawn inferences.

Examining this fiery association has indeed fueled a blaze of
curiosity within the research community, prompting us to fan the
flames of discussion regarding the enigmatic role of names in
sparking criminal behavior. Nevertheless, it's important to avoid
turning this into a wildfire of panic and instead approach future
investigations with an air of calculated skepticism.

The findings of this study beckon us to sound the alarm on the
need  for  further  scrutiny  of  the  incendiary  influence  of
nomenclature  on  criminal  behavior.  However,  it  would  be
imprudent  to  stoke  unnecessary  fear  and  frenzy  without  first
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meticulously tending to the theoretical underbrush of empirical
and psychological research.

As we extinguish the flames of this particular investigation, we
assert that no further research into the connection between the
popularity of the name Baby and arson in Nebraska is needed.
After all, it seems that this area of inquiry has already had its fair
share of heat and we must make sure not to add fuel to the fire
of misconception.
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