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Abstract

This paper investigates the surprising correlation between Justin Verlander's season strikeout count and
the number of computer hardware engineers in North Carolina. Using data from Baseball Reference and
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we conducted a thorough analysis spanning from 2005 to 2022. Our
results revealed a correlation coefficient of 0.8292, with a p-value of less than 0.01, suggesting a strong
association between these seemingly unrelated variables. We discuss potential implications and offer
lighthearted speculations, delving into the mysterious interplay of baseball prowess and technological
innovation.
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1. Introduction seeking patterns and connections that might
seem as bizarre as a unicorn in a business
suit. When it comes to correlations,
researchers often stumble upon unexpected
links that leave them scratching their heads
in confusion, or in some cases, amusement.

As Mark Twain once quipped, "There are
lies, damned lies, and statistics." In the
world of quantitative research, one must
tread carefully through the numbers,
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In this paper, we embark on a peculiar
journey into the realm of sports and
technology, as we investigate the seemingly
inconceivable association between Justin
Verlander's season strikeout count and the
number of computer hardware engineers in
the ever-innovative land of North Carolina.
It's a matchup more puzzling than a game
of chess played with Jenga pieces, yet it
piqued our curiosity enough to warrant a
thorough examination.

As much as we wanted to crack jokes about
hardware engineers moonlighting as bullpen
catchers or Verlander perfecting his
curveball while debugging code, there was
a serious intent behind our investigation.
The correlation coefficient of 0.8292 and a
p-value of less than 0.01 from our analysis
left us pondering, "Is this mere coincidence,
or could there be a hidden harmony
between Verlander's dominant pitching and
the intricate world of computer hardware?"

This study not only promises to examine the
statistical relationship  between these
seemingly unrelated variables but also
seeks to unravel the underlying
mechanisms that might explain this
intriguing connection. So, grab some
peanuts and extra RAM, and join us as we
embark on this peculiar statistical expedition
into the realms of sports and technology.

2. Literature Review

The literature on the curious correlation
between seemingly disparate phenomena
such as Justin Verlander's season strikeout
count and the number of computer
hardware engineers in North Carolina is
surprisingly sparse. Smith (2015) and Doe
(2018) both examined similar anomalous
connections in their studies, but none so
whimsical as this peculiar link we are
investigating.

In "Baseball and Labor: A Statistical
Odyssey," Smith (2015) delves into the

statistical relationships between baseball
performance and various occupational
sectors, but sadly omits any mention of
computer hardware engineers. Doe's (2018)
work, "The Unlikely Ties that Bind," explores
unexpected correlations in the labor market,
but overlooks the specific context of Major
League Baseball players and technological
professionals in the Tar Heel State.

Turning to more general sources,
"Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair
Game" by Lewis (2003) and "Freakonomics"
by Levitt and Dubner (2005) provide insight
into the eccentricities of statistical analysis
in sports and economics, but regrettably, fail
to address the idiosyncratic relationship we
are investigating. Furthermore, works of
fiction such as "Moneyball: The Art of
Winning an Unfair Game" by Lewis (2003)
and "The Art of Fielding" by Harbach (2011)
offer entertaining narratives but offer no
empirical clues to our peculiar research
question.

In an attempt to broaden our understanding
of the realms of sports and technology, we
also drew insights from television programs
such as "Silicon Valley" and "Pitch." While
these shows provided ample entertainment,
they offered no substantive clues to
elucidate  the perplexing  correlation
observed in our empirical analysis.

As we wade through the comedic potential
and puzzling conundrum of our research
inquiry, we find ourselves in uncharted
statistical territory - one where curveballs
and code collide, and where the only thing
certain is the uncertainty of this inexplicable
correlation.

3. Our approach & methods

To unravel the fantastical association
between Justin Verlander's season strikeout
count and the number of computer
hardware engineers in North Carolina, our
research team embarked on an odyssey
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across the digital landscape, scouring for
data like intrepid explorers seeking the
elusive treasure of statistical correlation.
Our data journey began in the hallowed
halls of Baseball Reference, where we
charted the magnificent trajectory of
Verlander's strikeouts from 2005 to 2022,
meticulously recording his pitching prowess
with the fervor of dedicated fans clad in their
lucky team socks.

Simultaneously, we waded through the
labyrinthine depths of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, braving the torrents  of
employment data and  occupational
classifications to unveil the burgeoning
cadre of computer hardware engineers in
the technological haven of North Carolina. It
was a quest as riveting as a high-stakes
game of Minesweeper, with each data point
revealing a piece of the enigmatic puzzle we
sought to solve.

With the tantalizing data in hand, we
employed statistical tools and techniques
that would make even Pythagoras raise an
intrigued eyebrow (or perhaps he'd raise his
right triangle). Our analysis included the
calculation of the correlation coefficient and
the determination of the p-value,
accompanied by robust regression modeling
and hypothesis testing. Through the
marvels of modern computation, we aimed
to extract the essence of the relationship
between Verlander's strikeouts and the
engineers harnessing the power of circuits
and silicon.

In the realm of statistical acrobatics, we
performed  sensitivity analyses and
diagnostic checks to ensure the robustness
of our findings, guarding against the lurking
specters of confounding variables and
spurious correlations. We were as vigilant
as knights guarding a castle from the
invasion of dubious associations,
endeavoring to present a coherent and
compelling account of our peculiar
discoveries.

Our methodology danced with data, twirling
through the technicolor realm of statistical
significance and confidence intervals, with
the grace of a figure skater executing a
flawless triple axel. At each step, we
endeavored to uphold the integrity of our
findings, approaching the task with the
solemnity of a monk transcribing ancient
manuscripts, albeit with more coffee breaks
and occasional outbursts of statistical
enthusiasm.

In the ever-evolving landscape of research
methodology, we embraced the peculiar
challenge of tying the threads of Verlander's
strikeouts to the tapestry of North Carolina's
engineering landscape, albeit with a twinkle
in our eyes and the exuberance of curious
scholars unearthing a bizarre but captivating
confluence of statistics.

4. Results

The results of our analysis unveiled a
captivating connection between Justin
Verlander's season strikeout count and the
number of computer hardware engineers in
North Carolina. Despite the seemingly
unrelated nature of these variables, our
statistical analysis indicated a robust and
significant correlation coefficient of 0.8292
between Verlander's pitching prowess and
the employment trends of computer
hardware engineers. The r-squared value of
0.6877 further emphasized the strength of
this association, highlighting that
approximately 68.77% of the variation in the
number of computer hardware engineers
can be explained by Verlander's season
strikeout count.

To illustrate this fascinating correlation, we
present a scatterplot (Fig. 1) that
showcases the striking relationship between
these two unlikely partners. The plot tells a
story of its own, depicting a trend that could
rival a gripping baseball game or a
compelling technological breakthrough.
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Our findings raise curious questions about
the potential mechanisms underlying this
unexpected correlation. Could Verlander's
remarkable performance on the mound
somehow ignite a surge in the technological
sector? Or perhaps computer hardware
engineers find inspiration in Verlander's
pitching finesse, applying the same
precision and strategic thinking to their
innovative endeavors?

Years 2005-2022, r=0.829, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While we approach these results with
scholarly curiosity, we cannot resist
acknowledging the whimsy of this discovery.
It seems that in the grand symphony of
statistics, sometimes the most unexpected
duets create the most melodious harmony.
We encourage future researchers to delve
deeper into this peculiar correlation, and we
eagerly anticipate the colorful speculations
and lighthearted ponderings that this
discovery might inspire.

5. Discussion

Our findings present a compelling case for
the enchanting correlation between Justin
Verlander's season strikeout count and the
population of computer hardware engineers
in North Carolina. The robust correlation
coefficient of 0.8292 echoes the resounding
strike of a baseball meeting the sweet spot
of a bat, while the p-value of less than 0.01
suggests that this connection is not merely

a statistical error thrown in by a mischievous
curveball.

Despite the initial amusement at the
mention of Justin Verlander's pitching
prowess and the employment trends of
computer hardware engineers, our results
have confirmed a striking partnership
between these seemingly unrelated entities.
This aligns with the work of Smith (2015)
and Doe (2018), who, though taking
seemingly preposterous connections
seriously, missed out on the harmonious
duo of Verlander and engineers. Our
findings lend empirical support to their
lighthearted speculations, which seemed
far-fetched at the time but now appear as
prescient as a perfectly timed swing at a
fastball.

Our results artfully illustrate the interplay
between athletic prowess and technological
innovation,  underscoring the  often-
overlooked synergies between seemingly
disparate domains. The scatterplot (refer to
Fig. 1) beautifully captures this captivating
relationship, reminiscent of a well-executed
double play in baseball or the harmonious
integration of hardware and software in
computer engineering.

As we consider the potential mechanisms
underlying this endearing correlation, we
are reminded of the oft-quoted baseball
adage, "It's not over 'til it's over." In a similar
vein, the employment trends of computer
hardware engineers in North Carolina seem
to mirror the unpredictable nature of a
baseball game, with Verlander's season
strikeout count serving as a seemingly
influential player in this mesmerizing dance.

While some may be inclined to dismiss our
findings as mere statistical whimsy, we
implore them to consider the profound
implications of this discovery. Just as a well-
executed bunt can surprise even the most
seasoned pitcher, our results have thrown a
delightful curveball into the field of statistical
analyses, demonstrating that even the most
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unexpected correlations can yield
fascinating insights. We eagerly anticipate
future research that delves deeper into this
unexpected correlation, while keeping an
eye out for the next unexpected statistical
twist that may come our way. After all, in the
world of statistics, as in baseball, anything is
possible - even a seamless connection
between Verlander's strikeouts and the
engineers of North Carolina.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation into the
eyebrow-raising correlation between Justin
Verlander's season strikeout count and the
number of computer hardware engineers in
North Carolina has left us both amazed and
amused. The robust correlation coefficient
of 0.8292, akin to finding a USB port in a
cereal box, suggests a surprisingly strong
connection between Verlander's pitching
finesse and the bustling world of computer
hardware. Our results indicate that
approximately 68.77% of the variation in the
number of computer hardware engineers
can be attributed to Verlander's pitching
prowess, enough to make even the most
seasoned data analyst do a double take.

As we consider the potential implications of
this unlikely association, we can't help but
entertain whimsical thoughts of Verlander's
strikeouts serving as inspiration for
groundbreaking technological innovations or
hardware engineers incorporating pitching
techniques into their problem-solving
strategies. It's a concept as outlandish as a
baseball bat made of microchips, yet the
numbers speak for themselves.

While we approach this curious correlation
with the utmost scholarly rigor, we cannot
deny the delightfully quirky nature of our
findings. It's a reminder that in the often
rigid realm of statistics, there's room for
unexpected humor and whimsy.
Nevertheless, despite the temptation to
indulge in more puns and lighthearted

ponderings, we assert that further research
in this area is unnecessary. Sometimes in
academia, it's best to leave a good joke as
is and resist the urge to overanalyze it.
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