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ABSTRACT

Boll Weevils and Bobbers: Exploring the Link Between GMO Cotton
and Robberies in Missouri

This study delves into the intriguing relationship between the adoption of genetically
modified  organism  (GMO)  cotton  in  the  state  of  Missouri  and  the  occurrence  of
robberies.  Taking  a  lighthearted  approach  to  this  research,  we  employ  a  mix  of
agricultural and criminological data to bring a fresh perspective to the table. Utilizing
USDA crop reports and FBI crime statistics from 2005 to 2022, our findings reveal a
striking correlation coefficient of 0.8207374 and a p-value of less than 0.01. This robust
statistical association underscores the necessity of further investigation into the complex
interplay of agricultural practices and criminal activities. With a focus on both the cotton
fields and the crime scenes, our paper adds a splash of humor and curiosity to the
scholarly discourse, highlighting the multidimensional nature of societal phenomena.
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I. Introduction

The intersection of agriculture and criminology may seem unconventional, but the investigation 

of their potential interplay has led to some unexpected findings. With the widespread adoption of

genetically modified organism (GMO) cotton in the state of Missouri, a peculiar trend began to 

emerge – an apparent correlation with the occurrence of robberies. Dubbed "Boll Weevils and 

Bobbers," this research seeks to unravel the mysteries behind this curious connection.

At first glance, one might wonder if this correlation is simply a "cotton"-cidence. However, our 

analysis, using a mix of USDA crop reports and FBI crime statistics spanning nearly two 

decades, has yielded some compelling statistical evidence. While our methods may raise a few 

eyebrows, the resulting correlation coefficient of 0.8207374 and p-value of less than 0.01 have 

captured the attention of even the most skeptical minds.

While we admit that our initial hypothesis seemed to stem from a "field" of imagination, the 

robustness of our findings indicated otherwise. The significance of this correlation has prompted 

us to dig deeper, plowing through the data with a balanced mixture of academic rigor and open-

minded curiosity.

Through the following sections, we will explore the underlying theories and mechanisms that 

could potentially explain this unexpected relationship. From the molecular level to the 

criminological landscape, this research aims to "spin" a narrative that intertwines the seemingly 

unrelated domains of GMO cotton and criminal activity. So, join us on this unconventional 

journey as we unravel the threads connecting the fields of agriculture and crime in the "Show 

Me" state of Missouri.
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II. Literature Review

The potential linkage between the adoption of genetically modified organism (GMO) cotton and 

the incidence of robberies in Missouri has piqued the interest of researchers across diverse 

disciplines, prompting a review of existing literature to contextualize this curious phenomenon.

In "The Impact of GMO Crops: A Gateway to Agricultural Innovation" by Smith et al., the 

authors find that the introduction of GMO cotton has revolutionized agricultural practices, 

leading to increased crop yields and pest resistance. These advancements have undoubtedly 

influenced the landscape of cotton production in Missouri, with implications for the 

socioeconomic dynamics of the region. Meanwhile, Doe's study "Criminal Minds: 

Understanding Patterns of Robbery" delves into the criminological aspects of robbery, exploring 

the complex motivations and environmental factors that contribute to criminal behavior.

Expanding beyond traditional academic sources, non-fiction books such as "Seeds of Deception" 

by Jeffrey M. Smith and "The Cotton Kingdom" by Frederick Law Olmsted offer insightful 

perspectives on the agricultural and historical dimensions of cotton production, providing a 

broader lens through which to examine the peculiar confluence of GMO cotton and robberies.

In the realm of fiction, literary works such as "The Robber Bride" by Margaret Atwood and 

"Ginny Gall" by Charlie Smith present narratives of intrigue and larceny, albeit in settings 

unrelated to the agricultural landscapes of Missouri. Nonetheless, their themes of criminality and

human behavior offer tangential yet intriguing parallels to the exploration of robberies in the 

context of GMO cotton adoption.
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Furthermore, anecdotal evidence from social media posts has brought a lighthearted flair to this 

academic investigation. One user on a popular platform humorously suggested that perhaps the 

"cotton criminals" were motivated by an overzealous love for denim, proposing a novel 

hypothesis that may warrant further exploration with a tongue-in-cheek approach.

Overall, the diverse array of literature, spanning academic research, historical accounts, fictional 

narratives, and online musings, encapsulates the multifaceted nature of the inquiry into the 

association between GMO cotton and robberies in Missouri. As we delve into this complex web 

of associations, the interdisciplinary nature of our investigation underscores the inherent 

interconnectedness of seemingly disparate domains, challenging us to embrace a holistic 

perspective as we navigate the "twists" and "turns" of this entangled narrative.

III. Methodology

Data Collection:

In order to unravel the enigmatic relationship between GMO cotton and robberies in Missouri, a 

wide-ranging search for data was conducted across the vast expanse of the internet. However, 

after traversing the digital terrain, it became evident that the crux of our data was sourced from 

the USDA crop reports and FBI Criminal Justice Information Services. These sources provided a 

bountiful harvest of information, allowing us to plow through the agricultural and criminological 

landscapes with inquisitive vigor. The dataset spanned from 2005 to 2022, offering a 

comprehensive view of the temporal dynamics of GMO cotton adoption and robbery 

occurrences.
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Preprocessing and Cleaning:

Amidst the proverbial haystack of data, the task of preprocessing and cleaning presented itself as 

a maze of intricacies. With a discerning eye akin to separating the "cotton" from the chaff, the 

team meticulously sieved through the raw data, ensuring that no "weevils" of erroneous entries or

discrepancies contaminated our analysis. This capricious process included imputing missing 

values, rectifying inconsistencies, and homogenizing the format of the data to facilitate a 

seamless melding of agricultural and criminological variables.

Variable Selection:

Selecting the appropriate variables for analysis was akin to choosing the finest threads from a 

tapestry, each contributing to the intricate pattern of our investigation. From the agricultural 

domain, variables such as GMO cotton acreage, pesticide application, and yield metrics were 

carefully intertwined with criminological indicators including robbery frequency, location, and 

modus operandi. This eclectic blend of variables sought to encapsulate the multidimensional 

nature of our research, weaving together threads from seemingly disparate fields.

Statistical Analysis:

Employing a harmonious symphony of statistical methods, our analysis transcended the 

conventional boundaries of disciplinary silos. The robust correlation between GMO cotton 

adoption and robbery occurrences was unearthed through a series of meticulously orchestrated 

calculations, culminating in a correlation coefficient of 0.8207374 and a p-value of less than 

0.01. This statistical crescendo served as an ode to the surprising coherence between the growth 

of modified cotton and the incidence of criminal activities, igniting a fervor of inquiry into the 

underlying mechanisms at play.
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In essence, our methodology embodies the spirited endeavor of intertwining the whimsical 

characteristics of agricultural practices with the somber realities of criminal activities, painting a 

canvas that reflects the intricate dance of societal dynamics.

IV. Results

The results of our investigation into the correlation between the adoption of genetically modified 

organism (GMO) cotton in Missouri and the occurrence of robberies revealed a surprisingly 

strong association. The correlation coefficient of 0.8207374 indicates a substantial positive 

relationship between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. This suggests that as the adoption of

GMO cotton increased, so did the incidence of robberies in the state. The r-squared value of 

0.6736098 further confirms the substantial proportion of variability in robbery rates that can be 

explained by the adoption of GMO cotton. Such a strong statistical relationship piques the 

curiosity and raises a few eyebrows, as we "pick" through the data to uncover the underlying 

dynamics.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually depicts the robust correlation between the adoption of GMO 

cotton and the occurrence of robberies in Missouri. The scatterplot visually captures the essence 

of our findings, illustrating the linear trend that underpins the statistical association between 

these two variables. The tight clustering of data points around the trendline confirms the strength 

of the relationship and demonstrates the significance of our results.

The p-value of less than 0.01 provides compelling evidence to reject the null hypothesis, 

indicating that the observed correlation is unlikely to have occurred by chance. This strong 
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statistical significance adds weight and credibility to our findings, prompting us to delve further 

into understanding the mechanisms underlying this unexpected relationship.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our results raise intriguing questions about the potential influence of agricultural practices on 

criminal activities. Could the introduction of GMO cotton have unwittingly led to a rise in 

criminal behavior in Missouri? While these findings certainly "plant" seeds of curiosity, they also

highlight the need for a nuanced understanding of the societal implications of agricultural 

innovations. This unexpected correlation offers a unique lens through which to explore the 

complex interplay of economic, environmental, and social factors in shaping patterns of criminal 

behavior.

As we move forward, our study underscores the importance of considering unorthodox 

connections and the potential ripple effects of agricultural advancements on broader societal 

dynamics. The unexpected intersection of agriculture and criminology serves as a reminder of 

the multidimensional nature of human behavior and the far-reaching implications of seemingly 

isolated phenomena.
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In the subsequent sections, we will delve into the theoretical implications and explore potential 

mechanisms that could underpin this intriguing correlation. The results of this study invite a fresh

perspective on the intricate web of relationships that shape our social and economic landscapes, 

reminding us all to keep an open mind as we cultivate new insights from unexpected 

connections.

V. Discussion

The robust correlation between the adoption of genetically modified organism (GMO) cotton and

the occurrence of robberies in Missouri offers a fascinating twist in the agricultural and 

criminological narrative. Building upon the diverse array of literature reviewed, including the 

lighthearted reference to "cotton criminals" on social media, our results lend empirical support to

the curious intersection of agricultural innovation and criminal behavior. As we delve into the 

implications of our findings, we must acknowledge the unexpected nature of this correlation and 

resist the temptation to "pick" it apart too hastily, lest we thread ourselves in speculative knots.

The exploration of GMO cotton adoption as a potential catalyst for increased robberies in 

Missouri echoes the agricultural and criminological musings presented in prior works. Smith et 

al.'s examination of GMO crops as agricultural innovators aligns with our findings, suggesting 

that the transformative impact of GMO cotton may extend beyond bountiful harvests to 

inadvertently influence criminal activity. Drawing a parallel to Doe's insights into the 

environmental factors shaping patterns of robbery, our study sheds new light on the nuanced 

interplay of agricultural landscapes and criminal motives.
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The unexpected convergence of GMO cotton and robberies presents an intriguing juncture, much

like the "twists" and "turns" of a cotton field. The robust statistical significance of our findings 

urges us to "cultivate" a deeper understanding of the potential mechanisms underlying this 

correlation. Could the introduction of GMO cotton have unintentionally "seeded" a shift in the 

socioeconomic fabric of Missouri, giving rise to unforeseen consequences in criminal behavior? 

These questions highlight the complexity of societal dynamics, underscoring the need for 

interdisciplinary dialogue as we "thread" together our insights from agriculture and criminology 

alike.

While our findings invite further exploration and contemplation, the unexpected link between 

GMO cotton adoption and robberies serves as a reminder of the interconnectedness of seemingly 

disparate domains. Just as a boll weevil unwinds its path through cotton fields, the implications 

of our results prompt us to unravel the intricate web of associations between agricultural 

advancements and societal phenomena. As we continue along this scholarly journey, let us tread 

lightly, embracing the element of surprise and the potential for unexpected connections to "boll" 

us over with newfound insights.

In navigating this unexpected terrain, we must resist the temptation to embroider far-fetched 

interpretations and instead approach this relationship with a balanced and inquisitive perspective.

Our study encourages scholars to "spin" their research threads with open minds and a willingness

to explore the "fabric" of societal dynamics in all its nuanced patterns. As we cultivate a deeper 

understanding of the intersection between agriculture and criminology, let us not shy away from 

the "cotton" of curiosity and the lure of unanticipated discoveries—after all, the "fabric" of 

knowledge is woven from unexpected connections and the threads of interdisciplinary inquiry.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, the findings of this study provide compelling evidence of a robust and statistically 

significant correlation between the adoption of genetically modified organism (GMO) cotton in 

Missouri and the occurrence of robberies. This unexpected relationship, like a peculiar hybrid 

crop, has flourished under the scrutiny of academic inquiry, illuminating the uncharted terrain 

where the cotton fields meet the crime scenes.

The strong correlation coefficient of 0.8207374 has cultivated a fertile ground for further 

exploration, challenging us to sow the seeds of curiosity in understanding the nuances of this 

intriguing connection. As we glean insights from this unlikely pairing, one cannot help but 

marvel at the unexpected twists and turns of the research landscape, much like a knotted ball of 

cotton thread waiting to be unraveled.

The p-value of less than 0.01 acts as a fence, safeguarding our findings from the "shear" force of 

chance, solidifying the legitimacy of this association. The tight clustering of data points in the 

scatterplot reflects the bountiful yield of our statistical harvest, painting a vibrant picture of the 

link between GMO cotton and robberies in the "Show Me" state.

Our study, like a beacon in the night, illuminates the unexplored pathways where agricultural 

innovation and criminal behavior intersect. The unexpected correlation between GMO cotton and

robberies raises questions as intriguing as a crop circle in the moonlight, prompting us to 

contemplate the unseen influences that shape our societal tapestry.

At this juncture, it is evident that no more research is needed in this area, as we have successfully

untangled the enigmatic bond between GMO cotton and robberies, shedding light on the intricate
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interplay of agricultural practices and criminal activities in Missouri. We trust that our findings 

will "cotton" on in the scholarly community, inspiring future investigations into the uncharted 

territories of unusual correlations.

In the words of George Washington Carver, "I love to think of nature as an unlimited 

broadcasting station, through which God speaks to us every hour, if we will only tune in." As we 

tune in to the whispers of the cotton fields and the echoes of crime scenes, let us embrace the 

unexpected connections that enrich our understanding of the complex world around us.

The results of this study leave us with a renewed appreciation for the serendipitous discoveries 

that unfold in the pursuit of knowledge, affirming that sometimes, truth is indeed "stranger than 

fiction."
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