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Abstract

This research paper presents a statistical analysis of the
relationship between the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded in the fields of parks, recreation, leisure, fitness,
and kinesiology and the automotive recalls issued by
Volkswagen Group of America. By utilizing data from the
National Center for Education Statistics and the US
Department of Transportation, a correlation coefficient of
0.9415966 and p < 0.01 for the period from 2012 to 2021
was obtained. While the analysis is robust and the results
are statistically significant, the connection between these
seemingly unrelated phenomena prompts contemplation
of the complexities of causation and correlation that
transcend the linear models presented. The implications of
these findings elicit both surprise and amusement, as they
raise questions about the nuanced interplay between
educational pursuits and automotive industry mishaps.

1. Introduction

The intersection of academia and automotive
industry has long been a road less traveled, but in
recent years, it has attracted a fair share of attention.
In this paper, we explore the unexpected relationship
between the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded
in the fields of parks, recreation, leisure, fitness, and
kinesiology, and the automotive recalls issued by
Volkswagen Group of America. As researchers, we
never tire of chasing correlations, and this unlikely
pair of variables piqued our curiosity.

The academic terrain of parks, recreation, leisure,
fitness, and kinesiology is one of movement and
activity, where the quest for physical well-being and
enjoyment is paramount. This stands in stark
contrast to the automotive industry, whose recalls are
often associated with a lack of movement and
unexpected halts. However, as we are about to
demonstrate, statistical analysis reveals a surprising
connection between these disparate domains.

Our investigation delves into the data from the
National Center for Education Statistics and the US
Department of Transportation. This journey through
the data landscape led us to a correlation coefficient
of 0.9415966, with a p-value less than 0.01, for the
period spanning from 2012 to 2021. A coefficient so
high might be considered suspicious in some circles,
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but rest assured, our analysis is as solid as a well-
anchored research ship on a calm statistical sea.

The strength of this correlation is indeed notable, yet
we remain mindful of the cautionary tales of
causation and correlation that echo through the halls
of academia. While our minds savor the p-value less
than 0.01, our hearts hesitate to leap to conclusions
about causality. After all, even the sturdiest
statistical ship can be dashed against the rocks of
unwarranted extrapolation.

The unveiling of this unexpected relationship
between educational pursuits and automotive snags
has left us in a state of scholarly bemusement. The
implications of our findings raise both eyebrows and
chuckles, as they prod us to ponder the intriguing
dance between the pursuits of knowledge and the
mishaps of metal and machinery. Join us as we
navigate this uncharted statistical terrain and unearth
the buried treasures of curiosity and amusement that
lie in the crossroads of academia and automotive
tribulations.

2. Literature Review

The unexpected connection between the number of
Bachelor's degrees awarded in the fields of parks,
recreation, leisure, fitness, and kinesiology, and the
automotive recalls issued by Volkswagen Group of
America, has sparked interest in various academic
and non-academic circles. Smith et al. (2018)
provided an initial exploration of the relationship
between educational pursuits and automotive
foibles. However, as we delve deeper into the
literature, we find a dearth of research on such an
eccentric linkage.

Turning to the academic landscape, Doe and Jones
(2019) conducted a study on educational trends in
relation to industrial mishaps but, alas, did not
traverse the peculiar territory of the automotive
industry and the world of physical well-being and
leisure. Thompson (2020) also examined statistical
correlations in unrelated domains, hinting at the
labyrinthine nature of academia and the multitude of
unexplored connections.

Expanding our scope to non-fiction literature, "The
Joy of Movement" by Kelly McGonigal and
"Leisure and Recreation Management" by

Christopher R. Edginton and Susan D. Hudson offer
rich insights into the realms of movement and
leisure, though regrettably devoid of musings on
automotive mishaps. Similarly, works of fiction such
as "The Art of Racing in the Rain" by Garth Stein
and "Joy Ride" by Richard Russo provide engaging
narratives related to movement and automotive
adventures, but lack the academic rigor necessary
for our inquiry.

In a remarkable departure from traditional research
material, we perused a selection of cartoons and
children's shows, seeking inspiration from
unexpected sources. The antics of Wile E. Coyote
and the Road Runner, with their perpetual pursuit
and elusion, provided ample amusement and
facilitated a fresh perspective on the interplay
between motion and unexpected detours.

This convoluted nexus of educational pursuits and
automotive tribulations beckons for further
exploration, and our endeavor aims to shed light on
this enigmatic juncture with statistical precision and
a dash of scholarly wit.

3. Methodology

The data used in this study was collected from the
National Center for Education Statistics and the US
Department of Transportation. We employed a
peculiar form of data scavenging, which involved
sifting through the digital wilderness of the internet,
akin to intrepid explorers seeking treasure in a vast
and unfathomable domain. After emerging from this
virtual expedition, we extracted information on the
number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in the fields
of parks, recreation, leisure, fitness, and kinesiology
from the National Center for Education Statistics.
Simultaneously, we gathered data on automotive
recalls issued by Volkswagen Group of America
from the US Department of Transportation. This
process required meticulous attention to detail, akin
to a botanist carefully cataloging rare flora or a chef
meticulously measuring ingredients for a gourmet
dish.

The time period under scrutiny ranged from 2012 to
2021, a span during which the academic landscape
and automotive realm experienced their own
distinctive ebbs and flows. Data from these years
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were subjected to an intricate web of statistical
analyses, resembling the delicate weaving of a
spider crafting an intricate pattern in anticipation of
a bountiful catch.

To establish the relationship between the number of
Bachelor's degrees awarded in the aforementioned
fields and Volkswagen recalls, we employed robust
statistical techniques. The correlation coefficient and
p-value were calculated with unwavering precision,
akin to a skilled musician tuning their instrument
before a performance. Our calculations produced a
correlation coefficient of 0.9415966, with a p-value
less than 0.01, which emerged as the jewel in the
crown of our statistical endeavor, reminiscent of a
rare gem illuminating the murky depths of
uncertainty.

The statistical analyses were conducted using
software that has been validated through rigorous
peer-reviewed research and, similar to a trusty
compass guiding explorers through uncharted
territories, provided a reliable means of navigating
the intricate terrain of our data exploration.

To ensure the integrity and robustness of our
findings, we scrutinized the assumptions
underpinning our statistical models and applied
rigorous sensitivity analyses, analogous to a
detective meticulously examining evidence in a
perplexing case.

The resulting statistical insights were then subjected
to interpretation with a combination of meticulous
attention to detail and a healthy dose of scholarly
skepticism, akin to a wise storyteller weaving an
enigmatic tale that captivates the audience while
inciting curiosity and critical reflection.

4. Results

The research team's inquiry into the relationship
between Bachelor's degrees awarded in Parks,
Recreation, Leisure, Fitness, and Kinesiology and
Automotive recalls issued by Volkswagen Group of
America yielded a correlation coefficient of
0.9415966, with an r-squared value of 0.8866042,
and a dazzlingly small p-value of less than 0.01.
These outcomes suggest a remarkably strong
positive correlation between the number of
Bachelor's degrees in these fields and the number of

automotive recalls from WVolkswagen Group of
America from 2012 to 2021. This finding surely revs
up the engine of our academic curiosity!

In Fig. 1, a scatterplot illustrates this robust
correlation, with each data point serving as a
testament to the unexpected interconnectedness of
educational pursuits in health and wellness-related
subjects and the travails of the automotive industry.
The correlation is as clear as a pristine windshield on
a sunny day, leaving little room for ambiguity.

The strength of this association is enough to make
even the most seasoned statisticians do a double-
take, leading to raised eyebrows and a newfound
appreciation for the peculiarities of correlation. The
notion of a connection between the pursuit of
knowledge in physical well-being and the
occurrence of automotive recalls propels academic
inquiry into uncharted territory, fueling both
scholarly amusement and perplexity. This statistical
discovery serves as a gentle reminder that the world
of research is full of unexpected curves and
mysterious correlations, waiting to be unveiled by
those bold enough to venture into its statistical
wilderness.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion

The robust correlation coefficient obtained in this
study echoes the findings of Smith et al. (2018), who
first broached the perplexing relationship between
educational pursuits and automotive pitfalls. The
correlation coefficient of 0.9415966 musters
substantial support for the notion that the number of
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Bachelor's degrees awarded in the fields of parks,
recreation, leisure, fitness, and kinesiology
positively relates to the issuance of automotive
recalls by the Volkswagen Group of America. It
appears that the more individuals delve into the
intricacies of leisurely pursuits and bodily well-
being, the higher the propensity for automotive
tribulations to come to the fore.

The perplexing interconnectedness illuminated by
these results not only affirms the findings of prior
research but also hints at the tantalizing allure of
unearthing unexpected associations in the wvast
terrain of statistical inquiry. Despite the seemingly
whimsical nature of this correlation, it is essential to
maintain a posture of scholarly rigor and cautious
interpretation of results. While the correlation is
indeed striking, discerning the precise mechanisms
underlying this association demands a measure of
circumspection and a keen intellectual eye.

The emergence of this unforeseen relationship harks
back to our whimsical foray into unconventional
sources in the literature review. The juxtaposition of
Wile E. Coyote and the Road Runner now appears
eerily prescient, serving as a light-hearted prelude to
the unanticipated interplay between movement and
unforeseen detours in the automotive realm. Indeed,
as we navigate the statistical wilderness, we
encounter unexpected curves and convoluted
correlations that invite both amusement and
scholarly introspection.

These results underscore the nuanced and
multifaceted nature of statistical inquiry, reminding
us that even in the seemingly disparate domains of
academia, automotive industry, and physical well-
being, there exist enigmatic connections waiting to
be unearthed. As we delve further into this
unanticipated nexus, the interplay between scholarly
pursuit and automotive perils promises to serve as a
fount of both statistical intrigue and gently
humorous introspection.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation has revealed a
remarkably robust correlation between the number
of Bachelor's degrees awarded in the fields of parks,
recreation, leisure, fitness, and kinesiology and the

automotive recalls issued by Volkswagen Group of
America from 2012 to 2021. The strength of this
association is akin to stumbling upon a rare species
in the jungle of statistical analysis - unexpected, but
undeniably thrilling. The tantalizing glimpse into the
enigmatic dance between academia and automotive
escapades has left our research team simultaneously
scratching our heads and grinning with scholarly
satisfaction.

The implications of these findings are as thought-
provoking as they are amusing, prompting us to
muse on the intricate web of causation and
correlation. While we can't determine whether the
love for fitness and the penchant for automotive
mishaps are causally linked, we can certainly enjoy
the statistical waltz they seem to be engaged in. This
unexpected tango of unrelated realms demonstrates
the unpredictability of statistical exploration and the
delightful surprises that await those who dare to
embrace the capricious nature of data analysis.

Our findings raise both eyebrows and a good-
natured chuckle, underscoring the wealth of
curiosity and amusement that lies at the intersection
of academic pursuits and automotive tribulations. It's
as if statistics were playing a game of "connect the
dots,” leading us to uncover a connection so
unexpected that it merits a round of applause from
the scientific community.

In light of these revelatory findings, it is clear that
further research in this area is unnecessary. The
correlation between Bachelor's degrees in parks,
recreation, leisure, fitness, and kinesiology and
automotive recalls by Volkswagen Group of America
has been firmly established. It seems we've cracked
the code on this quirky relationship, leaving no stone
unturned in this particular statistical garden. Thus,
we confidently assert that no more research is
needed in this area.
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