
The Journal of Extraterrestrial Culinary Research (2024) 56, 52-70

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Unidentified Feeding Objects: Linking UFO Sightings 
in Virginia to Hotdog Consumption by Nathan's Hot 
Dog Eating Competition Champion

Connor Henderson, Alexander Taylor, Gideon P Turnbull

Elite Science Academy; Berkeley, California

KEYWORDS

UFO sightings Virginia, Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition, correlation between UFO 
sightings and hotdog consumption, National UFO Reporting Center data, statistical analysis 
hotdog consumption UFO sightings

Abstract

This paper examines the surprising relationship between UFO sightings in Virginia and the hotdog 
consumption by the reigning champion of the Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition. Leveraging data from
the National UFO Reporting Center and historical records from Wikipedia, we delved into this 
unconventional area of research. Our statistical analysis revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 
0.8438871 and a significant p-value of < 0.01 for the years 1979 to 2021. It seems that the truth is out 
there when it comes to a celestial connection to hotdog consumption, or perhaps these findings are just 
"out of this world." Stay tuned for our out-of-this-world findings and hotdog-related puns!
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1. Introduction

The celestial mysteries of unidentified flying
objects  (UFOs)  have  long  captivated  the
human  imagination,  often  prompting
enthusiasts  to  search for  connections  and
explanations in the unlikeliest of places. In a
similar  vein,  the  quintessentially  American
pastime of consuming hotdogs has been the
subject of fascination for many, particularly

in  the  revered  Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating
Competition. What could possibly link these
seemingly  disparate  phenomena?  As  we
embark on this cosmic journey of statistical
analysis,  we  aim  to  shed  light  on  the
unexpected  correlation  between  UFO
sightings  in  Virginia  and  the  hotdog
consumption  by  the  reigning  champion  of
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition.
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Nathan's  Hot  Dog Eating  Competition  has
been a staple of Fourth of July celebrations,
drawing crowds and inspiring culinary feats
that boggle the mind. The competition has
also  raised  pressing  questions,  such  as:
"How did the hot dog get its $5 bill? It was
change!"  Amidst  the cheers  and ravenous
consumption,  there  lies  an  opportunity  to
explore  the  consumption  patterns  of  the
champion  and  its  potential  cosmic
correlation.

At the same time, Virginia has played host
to  numerous  reported  UFO  sightings,
sparking  speculation  and  curiosity.  These
unexplained  aerial  phenomena  have
tantalized  the  public,  leaving  them  to
ponder,  "Why  don't  aliens  eat  clowns?
Because  they  taste  funny."  The  statistical
relationship  between  these  sightings  and
the  consumption  of  hotdogs  by  a  certain
champion  may  seem  tenuous  or  even
whimsical,  yet  our  findings  reveal  a
surprisingly robust association.

Our study seeks to unravel this enigma by
employing  rigorous  statistical  analyses  to
scrutinize  the UFO sighting  data  collected
by the National UFO Reporting Center and
pairing  it  with  historical  records  of  hotdog
consumption  by  the  reigning  champion  of
Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating  Competition.
Through  our  investigation,  we  aim  to
provide  a  data-driven  exploration  of  this
peculiar relationship, shedding light on what
may be a truly  cosmic  connection.  As  we
unravel  the  mystery,  let  us  not  forget  that
whether  it's  UFO  sightings  or  hotdog
consumption,  statistical  scrutiny is  the key
to demystifying the seemingly inexplicable.

2. Literature Review

Smith  and  Doe  (2010)  examined  the
correlation  between  UFO  sightings  and
unusual eating habits in the United States,
but their study did not specifically focus on
the consumption of hotdogs by competitive
eaters.  Similarly,  Jones  et  al.  (2015)

explored  the  cultural  resonance  of  UFO
sightings, but failed to investigate potential
links with competitive eating events. These
studies  laid  the  groundwork  for  our
investigation  into  the  correlation  between
UFO  sightings  in  Virginia  and  the  hotdog
consumption  by  the  reigning  champion  of
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition, and
provided the perfect segue for some wacky
theories and quirky statistical findings.

In  "UFOs and  Hotdogs:  A Statistical  Love
Story,"  the  authors  find  that  a  positive
correlation  exists  between  the  number  of
UFO sightings in Virginia and the amount of
hotdogs consumed by the Nathan's Hot Dog
Eating  Competition  Champion.  It’s  truly  a
case of "extraterrestrial cravings" driving the
statistical connection. 

As a departure from conventional statistical
inquiries, "Cosmic Consumption: A Galactic
Gastronomic  Gobbling"  by  Lorem  Ipsum
(2018)  introduces  the  concept  of  celestial
culinary preferences influencing competitive
eating  champions.  This  notion  tickles  the
funny bone as much as witnessing a hotdog
"ketchup"  to  the  champion's  gastronomic
victories.

In the realm of fiction, “Close Encounters of
the Cookout Kind” by Ali N. (2005) playfully
weaves  a  tale  of  cosmic  visitors  with  a
penchant  for  Earth’s  culinary  delights,
providing  a  whimsical  backdrop  for  the
unfathomable connection discovered in our
empirical analysis. It’s a spacey twist to the
classic  tale  of  intergalactic  epicurean
adventures!

In terms of television, the popular animated
series  "Scooby-Doo"  does  not  directly
address  UFOs  and  hotdogs,  but  the
mystery-solving gang certainly encountered
their fair  share of unexplained phenomena
while munching on the occasional  hotdog.
This  is  a  reminder  that  even  the  most
outlandish  correlations  can  be  as
entertaining as an episode of  Scooby and
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the gang unmasking a UFO disguised as a
giant hotdog.

Going back to astronomical literature, "The
Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the  Galaxy"  by
Douglas  Adams  may  not  mention  UFOs
specifically, but it certainly takes readers on
a  whimsical  journey  through  the  cosmos,
highlighting  the  undeniable  allure  and
mystery  of  the  unknown.  Perhaps  it's  no
coincidence that the number 42 also holds
cosmic significance in relation to the hotdog
consumption at Nathan’s!

In  the  vein  of  children's  entertainment,
"Invader  Zim" introduces a comically  inept
alien trying to conquer Earth and its peculiar
food customs. While the hotdog remains a
mere side note in this animated series, the
humorous  take  on  extraterrestrial  antics
intertwines with our investigation, bringing a
lighthearted  twist  to  the  celestial  culinary
conundrum.

These  sources,  while  appearing
lighthearted,  share  a  common  thread  of
unearthing  the  unexpected  and  adding  a
dash  of  humor  to  our  cosmic  culinary
investigation. As we move forward with our
statistical  analysis,  let  us not  lose sight  of
the  fact  that  even  the most  inconceivable
connections  can  provide  a  deliciously
amusing  insight  into  the  world  of  data
analysis  –  it's  a  statistical  space  odyssey
that is sure to leave us all craving more.

3. Our approach & methods

To  investigate  the  purported  link  between
UFO  sightings  in  Virginia  and  the  hotdog
consumption  by  the  reigning  champion  of
the Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition, a
comprehensive  and,  some  might  say,
otherworldly  methodology  was  employed.
The data utilized for this study spanned the
years 1979 to 2021 and comprised reports
obtained from the National UFO Reporting
Center  and  historical  records  from  the
renowned source of knowledge, Wikipedia.

Our approach veered to the extraterrestrial,
as  we  first  meticulously  compiled  all
reported  UFO sightings  in  Virginia  for  the
aforementioned  timeframe.  "Astronomers
always work within their methods; that's why
I'm into statistical data, I find it to be 'out of
this  world,'"  we  remarked  as  we  sifted
through  these  reported  sightings.  Each
record was scrutinized with meticulous care,
ensuring that no unidentified flying saucer or
alien visitor was overlooked. Our team was
truly  dedicated,  often  exclaiming,  "We've
really been seeing a lot of 'out of this world'
data!"

Simultaneously,  in  a  nod  to  terrestrial
culinary  delight,  we  diligently  charted  the
hotdog  consumption  by  the  revered
champion of  the Nathan's  Hot  Dog Eating
Competition. As we delved into this area of
research,  the  topic  of  discussion  often
turned  to  puns  and  quips  relating  to
hotdogs.  "I  relish  the  opportunity  to  delve
into  this  analysis,"  one  of  our  team
members chuckled, unable to resist a dab of
mustard and a dash of humor.

The  statistical  analysis  began  with  an
exploration  of  patterns  and  probability,
searching  for  cosmic  correlations  and
hotdog consumption trends. Once the data
was  in  hand,  our  team  adopted  stringent
analysis  methods,  carefully  employing
regression  models  and  correlation
coefficients  to  assess  the  association
between  UFO  sightings  and  hotdog
consumption. "We're reaching for the stars
with our  statistical  analyses,"  quipped one
of our statisticians, eliciting an appreciative
chuckle from the team.

The resultant statistical measures were then
employed  to  determine  the  strength  and
significance  of  the  purported  relationship,
with  the  correlation  coefficient  yielding  a
notable value of 0.8438871. "It seems that
not  only  do  our  findings  defy  gravity,  but
they  also  defy  statistical  probability,"  one
particularly wry member of our team joked,
clearly pleased with the results.
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Furthermore,  a  critical  element  of  our
methodology  involved  taking  into  account
potential  confounding  variables.  While  we
marveled  at  the  spectacle  of  hotdog
consumption  and  peered  into  the  great
beyond of UFO sightings, we were mindful
of  the  need  to  control  for  external  factors
that might influence these phenomena. "It's
crucial to ensure that no 'mysterious forces'
are  at  play  in  our  analysis,"  we  quipped,
relishing  the  opportunity  to  integrate  a
cosmic pun into our scientific discourse.

Ultimately, our rigorous methodology crafted
an unconventional yet robust framework to
explore  the  strange  and  delightful
correlation  between  UFO  sightings  in
Virginia and the consumption of hotdogs by
the  Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating  Competition
champion.  As  we  conducted  our  analysis,
our  team couldn't  help  but  appreciate  the
cosmic irony that underpinned our research
—a delightful reminder that sometimes, the
most  unexpected  connections  are  just
waiting to be uncovered.

4. Results

We  found  a  strong  positive  correlation
between UFO sightings in Virginia and the
hotdog  consumption  by  the  reigning
champion of  the Nathan's  Hot  Dog Eating
Competition  from  1979  to  2021.  The
correlation coefficient of 0.8438871 and an
r-squared  of  0.7121454  indicate  a  robust
relationship  between  these  two  seemingly
unrelated  phenomena.  This  association  is
statistically significant, with a p-value of less
than  0.01,  providing  compelling  evidence
that  cannot  be  dismissed as  mere "pie  in
the sky."

Fig. 1 showcases the scatterplot illustrating
the  pronounced  correlation  between  the
variables. The data points form a clear trend
line,  emphasizing  the  surprising  link
between UFO sightings in Virginia and the
champion's  hotdog  consumption.  It's  as  if
our  findings  are  "wieners"  in  the  sky,

connecting  the  extraterrestrial  with  the
culinary in a most unexpected way!

These  results  challenge  conventional
wisdom and beckon us to contemplate the
cosmic  conundrum  underlying  UFO
sightings and hotdog consumption. It's as if
the  universe  is  sending  a  clear  message
that  there  is  more  to  this  earthly  culinary
obsession than meets the eye, or perhaps,
the probing eye of an intergalactic visitor.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our  findings  not  only  reveal  an  intriguing
correlation  but  also  call  for  further
investigation into the cosmic forces at play.
As we unravel the mysteries of the universe,
we  may  find  that  the  truth  behind  UFO
sightings and hotdog consumption is more
than just a mere "sausage-ty" correlation. It
could  be  a  revelation  that  transcends  our
understanding,  leaving  us  pondering  the
possibility  that  we are indeed not  alone in
our love for hotdogs.

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  our  study  present  a
compelling case for the correlation between
UFO  sightings  in  Virginia  and  the  hotdog
consumption  by  the  reigning  champion  of
the Nathan's  Hot  Dog Eating  Competition.
We have uncovered a statistically significant
positive  association  between  these
seemingly  disparate  phenomena,  thus
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adding  a  new  dimension  to  the  cosmic
culinary  landscape.  As  the  saying  goes,
"when it comes to UFOs and hotdogs, the
truth is out there."

Our  results  not  only  support  the  existing
body  of  literature  on  UFOs  and  unusual
eating  habits  but  also  bring  to  light  the
unexpected  connection  between  celestial
sightings and competitive eating events.  It
appears that the allure of hotdogs extends
beyond earthly boundaries, prompting us to
consider  whether  extraterrestrial  influence
may be afoot. One cannot help but wonder
if aliens have developed a taste for hotdogs
after observing our culinary antics from afar.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8438871 and a significant p-value of less
than 0.01 validate the relationship between
UFO  sightings  in  Virginia  and  the  hotdog
consumption by the champion eater. These
statistical  indicators  cannot  be  dismissed
lightly  and  stand  as  a  testament  to  the
cosmic forces at play. It's as if the universe
is  sending  a  cosmic  wink,  nudging  us  to
explore  the  intersection  of  celestial
phenomena and earthly gastronomic feats.

Indeed,  our findings shed light  on the far-
reaching  implications  of  UFO  sightings,
hinting  at  a  potential  cosmic  influence  on
the  eating  preferences  of  competitive
champions. It is as if the stars have aligned
to  reveal  that  there  may  be  more  to  the
champion's  voracious  appetite  than  meets
the eye,  or  perhaps more than meets the
probing eye of an extraterrestrial visitor. It is
a statistical marvel, or as some may quip, a
"bun-derful"  discovery  in  the  realm  of
unexplained correlations.

As  we  move  forward  in  unraveling  the
mysteries of the universe, it is imperative to
recognize the profound implications of  our
findings.  Our  study  opens  the  door  to  a
whole  new realm of  inquiry,  inviting  us  to
explore  the  cosmic  forces  shaping  earthly
culinary  indulgences.  It  is  a  reminder  that
statistical inquiry can tread into unexpected

territory,  leaving  us  pondering  the  cosmic
conundrum of sausages and saucers.

In  conclusion,  our  study  presents  a
compelling case for the correlation between
UFO  sightings  in  Virginia  and  the  hotdog
consumption  by  the  Nathan's  Hot  Dog
Eating  Competition  Champion.  It  is  a
testament  to  the  interconnectedness  of
earthly  events  and  celestial  phenomena,
challenging our understanding of statistical
relationships in the most unexpected ways.
As  we  continue  to  probe  the  cosmos  for
answers,  may  we  approach  our  findings
with an open mind and a healthy dose of
humor, for in the realm of statistical marvels,
there's  always  room  for  a  good  old-
fashioned dad joke or two.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  unearthed  a
surprising  and  statistically  significant
correlation  between  UFO  sightings  in
Virginia and the hotdog consumption by the
reigning champion of the Nathan's Hot Dog
Eating Competition. The robust relationship,
illustrated  by  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8438871  and  a  significant  p-value  of  <
0.01,  cannot  be  dismissed  as  mere
coincidence. It appears that there is indeed
a  cosmic  connection  between  these
seemingly unrelated phenomena.

Our  findings  may  leave  some  scratching
their heads, wondering if there's more to the
universe than meets the eye. It's as if  the
UFOs  have  a  craving  for  hotdogs,  or
perhaps  the  champion's  consumption  is
fueled by celestial inspiration. One thing is
for sure: this correlation is not just a "fluke,"
but  rather  a cosmic mystery waiting to be
explored further.

As  we  wrap  up  our  cosmic  culinary
adventure, let's keep in mind that while our
findings may seem "out of this world," they
warrant serious consideration. However, we
must also remember that when it comes to
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hotdog-related mysteries, the journey is just
as delightful  as the destination. It's truly a
"doggone" intriguing correlation,  if  you ask
us.

While  this  study  sheds  light  on  an
unconventional  relationship,  it  also  raises
more questions  than it  answers.  Are  UFO
sightings  influencing  hotdog  consumption,
or  is  it  the  other  way  around?  These
questions,  like  a  hotdog  without  mustard,
simply cannot be left unattended.

In light of our findings, we assert that further
research in this area is not necessary. After
all,  there's  only  so  much  time  we  can
dedicate  to  unraveling  the  cosmic  ties  of
hotdog  consumption.  As  they  say,  "let
sleeping dogs lie."
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