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Abstract

This paper explores the intriguing relationship between the popularity of the first name "Jace" and UFO 
sightings in Maryland. Our research team utilized data from the US Social Security Administration and the
National UFO Reporting Center to perform a comprehensive analysis from 1975 to 2021. We calculated a
remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9437083 and a p-value of less than 0.01, revealing a 
surprising connection between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. Our findings suggest that as the 
popularity of the name "Jace" increased, so did the number of reported UFO sightings in Maryland. This 
correlation raises intriguing questions about potential underlying factors and prompts further investigation 
into the cosmic significance of this seemingly terrestrial name. In conclusion, our study sheds light on an 
unprecedented alliance between human nomenclature and extraterrestrial encounters, demonstrating that
statistical analysis can indeed uncover some otherworldly truths. As we continue to unravel these cosmic 
correlations, let us not forget the pun-derful reminder that sometimes the truth truly is "out there.
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1. Introduction

The search for  extraterrestrial  life  and the
analysis of naming trends may seem worlds
apart, but in the vast universe of statistical
analysis,  unexpected  connections  often
emerge that leave us scratching our heads

and  reaching  for  the  nearest  UFO
conspiracy theory. "The 'Jace' is Out There:
A Close Encounter  of  the  Statistical  Kind"
takes this intergalactic quest one giant leap
further  by  delving  into  the  correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
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"Jace"  and  reported  UFO sightings  in  the
charming state of Maryland.

It's  like  the  statistical  version  of  a  space
odyssey - boldly going where no data has
gone before, delving deep into the cosmic
mystery  of  names  and  unidentified  flying
objects. And speaking of cosmic mysteries,
why don't aliens eat clowns? Because they
taste funny. 

The popularization of the name "Jace" and
the increase in UFO sightings in Maryland
may seem as unrelated as a rocket ship and
a  tea  kettle,  but  our  rigorous  statistical
analysis reveals a startlingly high correlation
coefficient  of  0.9437083  -  a  cosmic
connection  that  can't  be  easily  dismissed
with a wave of the data wand. It's almost as
if the universe is knocking on our statistical
door, whispering, "Jace, we're not alone."

Now you may be wondering,  "What's in  a
name?" Shakespeare thought not much, but
our  study  suggests  otherwise.  As  the
popularity of the name "Jace" soared, so too
did  the  reports  of  unidentified  aerial
phenomena  in  the  Old  Line  State.  It's
enough  to  make  one  wonder  if  there's  a
cosmic  conspiracy  afoot,  or  rather,  a-
cosmic,  given the extraterrestrial  nature of
the matter at hand.

While  conducting  this  research,  our  team
encountered  a  statistical  anomaly  that
would make any alien conspiracy enthusiast
raise an eyebrow (or  an antenna).  The p-
value  of  less  than  0.01  indicates  that  the
likelihood  of  this  correlation  occurring  by
mere cosmic coincidence is  as remote as
the farthest  reaches of  the Milky Way.  It's
truly  a  statistical  slam  dunk,  or  rather,  a
UFO sighting sensation.

As  we  embark  on  this  celestial  statistical
journey,  let  us  not  forget  that  statistical
analysis, like the night sky, may hold more
mysteries  than  meets  the  eye.  Therefore,
we  present  our  findings  not  as  a  final
frontier, but as an invitation to join us in the
cosmic  quest  for  knowledge.  And to  keep

the mood light, here's a statistical pun: Why
do  statisticians  love dark  alleys?  Because
that's where they find the most significance!

2. Literature Review

In  "Smith  et  al.'s"  detailed  analysis  of
naming trends, the authors find a consistent
increase in the popularity of the first name
"Jace"  in  the  United  States  over  the  past
few decades. This proliferation of the name
"Jace"  has  caught  the  attention  of
statisticians,  sociologists,  and  curious
passersby  alike,  prompting  speculations
about  its  potential  significance  in  realms
beyond mere human society.

Moreover,  "Doe and Jones" expound upon
the  enigmatic  nature  of  UFO  sightings,
delving into the patterns and frequencies of
reported encounters with unidentified flying
objects  in  various  regions.  Their  study
illuminates the intriguing fluctuations in UFO
sightings  over  time,  with  some  areas
experiencing surges that defy conventional
explanations. It's almost as if the cosmos is
trying  to  tell  us  something  -  perhaps  a
punchline to a celestial joke that we've yet
to understand.

But let's not dwell too long in the realm of
seriousness,  after  all,  we're  likely  to
encounter some unfamiliar territory.  What's
a cow's favorite kind of cookie?  Moon pies.
Now back to the review:

As  we  shift  our  focus  from  non-fiction  to
more  speculative  literature,  "The
Extraterrestrial Handbook" by Lorem Ipsum
provides a whimsical yet thought-provoking
exploration  of  the  potential  connections
between earthly  nomenclature and cosmic
encounters. The author posits that names -
such  as  "Jace"  -  may  hold  unsuspected
importance  in  the  grand  scheme  of  the
universe,  often  leading  to  moments  of
reflection and wonder. It's akin to a galactic
game of cosmic charades, where the name
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"Jace"  might  be the clue to an interstellar
riddle.

On a more fanciful note, the fictional works
"The  Alien  Abduction  Chronicles"  and
"Nameless Encounters:  A Tale of  E.T.  and
Jace"  offer  imaginative narratives that  blur
the  line  between  reality  and  fantasy,
beckoning  readers  to  ponder  the  cosmic
implications  of  Earthly  appellations  in  the
context  of  extraterrestrial  visitors.   It's  like
blending reality and fiction - or as some like
to say, fact and fracas.

And speaking of blending, have you heard
about  the  mathematician  who's  afraid  of
negative numbers? He'll  stop at nothing to
avoid them. 

In our  pursuit  of  understanding the "Jace"
and UFO sightings correlation, we wouldn't
dare overlook the knowledge garnered from
popular  television  programs  such  as
"Ancient  Aliens"  and  "The  X-Files".  The
observations showcased in these programs,
though  often  leaning  towards  speculation,
serve  as  a  testament  to  the  enduring
fascination  with  the  possibility  of
otherworldly  encounters and the mysteries
that  lie  within.  It's  like  a  stirring  pot  of
cosmic  stew -  a  mishmash  of  speculative
seasoning and unexplained ingredients that
keeps us wanting more.

At  the  intersection  of  statistical  discovery
and  cosmic  curiosities,  our  findings  point
towards  a  cosmic  connection  that  defies
conventional understanding. As we continue
to peer into the statistical cosmos, let us not
forget the eternal dad joke favorite: Why did
the math book look sad? Because it had too
many problems.

3. Our approach & methods

To explore the cosmic connection between
the popularity of the first name "Jace" and
UFO sightings in Maryland, we employed a
range of  quirky and cutting-edge research
methods  that  would  make  even  the  most

stoic  statistician  crack  a  smile.  Our  data
compilation involved a comprehensive trawl
through the annals of the US Social Security
Administration's baby name records and the
National  UFO  Reporting  Center's
extraterrestrial encounters log from 1975 to
2021.  We  did  consider  consulting
astrologers  and  celestial  mediums  for  a
more  unorthodox  approach,  but  ultimately
concluded that statistical analysis might be
the less "out of this world" option.

The first step in our otherworldly statistical
escapade involved collecting and organizing
data on the occurrence of the name "Jace"
and  reported  UFO  sightings  in  Maryland
over the specified time frame. This process
was  no  small  feat,  requiring  meticulous
attention  to  detail  and  an  inexhaustible
supply of alien-themed snacks to keep our
energy levels soaring. We were determined
not  to  let  any  "Jace"  slip  through  the
statistical  cracks  or  any  UFO  sighting  go
unaccounted  for.  It  was  a  bit  like  herding
cats in outer space, but we persevered with
a  sense  of  determination  that  could  rival
even the most steadfast UFO enthusiast.

After  assembling  our  data,  we  employed
some not-so-standard statistical techniques
to explore the potential relationship between
the  eponymous  "Jace"  and  extraterrestrial
visitations  in  Maryland.  We  utilized  a
bespoke  combination  of  exploratory  data
analysis,  correlation  analysis,  and
regression modeling to unearth any cosmic
correlations  hiding  in  the  data  shadows.
There  were  moments  when  the  statistical
outliers  felt  eerily  reminiscent  of  UFO
sightings  -  lurking  on  the  fringes  of  our
graphs, waiting to be discovered like elusive
cosmic secrets.

In addition to these conventional statistical
methods, we also ventured into the realm of
name etymology and extraterrestrial lore to
consider  potential  confounding factors and
cosmic  coincidences  that  could  influence
our findings. While this might sound like a
wild leap of statistical faith, we encountered
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some fascinating tidbits that illuminated the
celestial  landscape  of  our  investigation.
Who knew that the etymology of "Jace" has
roots  in  Greek  mythology  and  the  name
Jason,  a  hero  known  for  his  mythical
voyages?  It  seems  that  our  statistical
exploration took on a heroic dimension of its
own,  armed  with  algorithms  instead  of
swords and data tables instead of treasure
maps.

To ensure the robustness of our findings, we
carried out stringent sensitivity analyses and
cross-validated our results using alternative
data  sources  and  statistical  models.  This
rigorous  approach  was  akin  to  double-
checking  every  star  in  the  statistical
constellation, ensuring that our discovery of
the  "Jace"  and  UFO  sightings  connection
was not a statistical shooting star destined
to  fade  into  obscurity.  It's  as  if  we  were
saying to the data, "Beam us up, statistical
significance!"

And with the precision of a statistical laser,
we calculated the correlation coefficient and
p-value  that  would  ultimately  reveal  the
strength  and  significance  of  the  cosmic
connection we sought.  Our statistical  tests
were  conducted  with  a  level  of  scrutiny
usually  reserved  for  cryptic  alien
transmissions,  ensuring that  any  statistical
signals  we  detected  were  not  mere
statistical static.

Now,  speaking  of  aliens  and  statistical
anomalies,  did  you  hear  about  the
statistician  who went  to  a bar  for  the first
time since the pandemic? He measured the
Bartender's Paradox, where the more drinks
you have, the more sober you become!

4. Results

The  investigation  into  the  correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
"Jace" and UFO sightings in Maryland has
unveiled  some  truly  astronomical  findings.
Upon crunching the numbers from 1975 to

2021,  our  team  unearthed  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.9437083, signifying a strong
positive  relationship  between  these  two
seemingly  unrelated  variables.  This
connection  suggests  that  there  may  be
more  to  the  name  "Jace"  than  meets  the
eye,  or  rather,  the  telescope.  It's  as  if
statistical  significance  decided  to  take  a
cosmic  joyride  and  ended  up  in  an
unexpected dimension of nomenclature and
extraterrestrial encounters.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.8905854  further
cements  the  robustness  of  this  cosmic
correlation.  In  simpler  terms,  this  means
that approximately 89.06% of the variability
in  UFO  sightings  in  Maryland  can  be
explained  by  the  popularity  of  the  name
"Jace."  It's  like the statistical  equivalent  of
finding a UFO-shaped needle in  a cosmic
haystack.

Moreover,  the  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
offers  compelling  evidence  that  this
correlation is not a mere statistical fluke. In
other words, the likelihood of this observed
association occurring by chance is about as
probable as being abducted by aliens on a
Tuesday.  It's  statistically  significant,  to  say
the least!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In our figure (Fig. 1), the scatterplot vividly
portrays  the  striking  relationship  between
the popularity of  the name "Jace" and the
frequency  of  UFO  sightings  in  Maryland.
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The linear  trendline  stretching through the
data points is as clear as the night sky on a
cloudless  evening,  affirming  the
otherworldly  connection  between  these
variables. It's almost as if the data itself is
winking at us from a distant galaxy, sharing
its  cosmic  secrets  in  a  language  only
statistics can decipher.

As we dive deeper into this statistical rabbit
hole, it  becomes abundantly clear that the
alliance between the name "Jace" and UFO
sightings  in  Maryland  is  not  a  mere
statistical  anomaly.  This  correlation  invites
us to ponder the cosmic nature of  names
and their potential influence on intergalactic
phenomena.  It  seems  that  statistical
analysis  has  a  knack  for  revealing
unexpected links, perhaps reminding us that
truth is often stranger than science fiction.
And to keep the mood light,  here's  a dad
joke to lift  our spirits: Why don't  aliens tell
secrets  on  the  phone?  Because  they're
afraid the government will intercept-her.

In  conclusion,  this  study  sheds  light  on  a
remarkable correlation that  transcends our
terrestrial  understanding,  emphasizing  the
enigmatic  bond  between  human
nomenclature  and  inexplicable  aerial
encounters. As we continue to explore the
cosmic  web  of  statistical  relationships,  we
are reminded that the truth may indeed be
"out there," waiting to be unraveled through
the lens of data and discovery.

5. Discussion

The  results  of  our  investigation  into  the
correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the
first  name  "Jace"  and  UFO  sightings  in
Maryland  have  unearthed  a  celestial
conundrum of astronomical proportions. The
robust  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9437083
and the remarkably low p-value of less than
0.01  provide  compelling  evidence  for  a
notable  association  between  these
seemingly  disparate  variables.  This
connection not only supports prior research

by  Smith  et  al.,  who  documented  the
proliferation  of  the  name  "Jace,"  but  also
aligns  with  the  cosmic  twists  and  turns
detailed  in  Lorem  Ipsum's  "The
Extraterrestrial Handbook."

It's  clear  that  the  statistical  cosmos  has
pulled  off  a  veritable  cosmic  coup  in
unraveling  this  unexpected  relationship,
much  like  an  unexpected  punchline  in  a
cosmic  joke.  This  correlation  offers  a
compelling  testament  to  the  potential
cosmic significance of Earthly nomenclature
and its apparent interplay with inexplicable
aerial phenomena. It's almost as if statistical
significance  decided  to  take  a  cosmic
joyride  and  ended  up  in  an  unexpected
dimension  of  nomenclature  and
extraterrestrial encounters. 

The  r-squared  value  of  0.8905854  further
cements  the  robustness  of  this  link,
highlighting  how  approximately  89.06%  of
the variability in UFO sightings in Maryland
can  be  explained  by  the popularity  of  the
name "Jace." This is akin to finding a UFO-
shaped  needle  in  a  cosmic  haystack,
illustrating  the  profound  impact  of  this
cosmic  correlation.  It's  almost  as  if  the
statistical  stars  aligned  to  reveal  this
fascinating relationship.

The  scatterplot  beautifully  portrays  this
undeniable  relationship,  akin  to  a  cosmic
mural  painted  by  the  unyielding  hand  of
statistical  significance.  The linear  trendline
stretches  through  the  data  points  like  a
celestial  constellation,  affirming  the
otherworldly  connection  between  these
variables.  It's  an  enchanting  manifestation
of the cosmic secrets embedded within our
statistical  data,  providing  a  visual
representation  of  the  interstellar  alliance
between  the  name  "Jace"  and  UFO
sightings in Maryland.

In  light  of  these  findings,  it's  evident  that
statistical  analysis  has  succeeded  in
encapsulating  the  cosmic  dance  between
the name "Jace" and unearthly encounters,

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



much like deciphering the punchline of  an
intergalactic  joke.  These  results  not  only
shed  light  on  the  intricate  relationship
between human nomenclature and cosmic
phenomena  but  also  serve  as  a  gentle
reminder that statistical truths can often be
as whimsical as they are revelatory. It's akin
to  unraveling  a  cosmic  rubix  cube  of
correlations,  with  unexpected  twists  and
turns  guiding  us  toward the elusive  truths
that dwell in the statistical cosmos.

Furthermore,  the  statistical  significance  of
this  correlation  invites  us  to  expand  our
cosmic lens and embrace the possibility that
human  names  may  hold  unsuspected
importance  in  the  grand  tapestry  of  the
universe,  much  like  the  punchline  to  an
interstellar  riddle.  This  study  has  not  only
defied  conventional  statistical  expectations
but  has  also  demonstrated  that  cosmic
connections can indeed transcend terrestrial
understanding.

As  we  continue  to  ponder  the  enigmatic
bond  between  human  nomenclature  and
inexplicable  aerial  encounters,  let  us  not
forget  the  inherent  humor  and  light-
heartedness  that  accompanies  scientific
discovery.  After  all,  statistical  revelations
can be as delightfully unexpected as a well-
timed dad joke.

In the quest to unravel the cosmic web of
statistical  relationships,  this  study
emphasizes  that  the  truth  may  indeed  be
"out  there,"  patiently  awaiting  discovery
through  the  lens  of  data  and  scientific
inquiry. And as we tread the cosmic terrain
of statistical exploration, let us embrace the
mysterious dance of numerical revelations,
perhaps with the occasional cosmic joke or
two to light our statistical path.

6. Conclusion

In  the  cosmic  landscape  of  statistical
analysis,  our  study  has  uncovered  a
celestial  connection  that  defies  traditional

earthly  explanations.  The  correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
"Jace"  and  reported  UFO sightings  in  the
delightful  state  of  Maryland  has  left  us
marveling  at  the  cosmic  dance  of  data,
where  the  stars  align  and  the  numbers
speak  in  a  language  both  intricate  and
enigmatic.  This  "Jace"ful  discovery
highlights the infinite potential  of  statistical
inquiry, showing that even the most unlikely
pairings can hold otherworldly secrets. But,
of course, what do you call two aliens that
share a spacecraft? An unidentified flora &
fauna, of course!

Our  findings  have  catapulted  the  name
"Jace"  into  the  statistical  stratosphere,
revealing  its  unexpected  gravitational  pull
on  the  frequency  of  UFO  sightings  in
Maryland. The robust correlation coefficient
and  the  resoundingly  significant  p-value
serve  as  cosmic  breadcrumbs,  leading  us
down a statistical path that challenges our
conventional  understanding  of  names  and
their  interstellar  implications.  It's  as  if  the
universe  is  playfully  winking  at  us,
whispering,  "Statistically  speaking,  there's
more than meets the celestial eye."

However, it is with a twinkle in our statistical
eye  and a  cosmic  chuckle  that  we assert
that  no  further  research is  needed  in  this
area.  For  in  the  journey  of  statistical
discovery,  we  have  stumbled  upon  a
phenomenon  so  delightfully  absurd  and
curiously  compelling  that  to  seek  further
may risk puncturing the statistical balloon of
cosmic whimsy. In other words, we've struck
statistical gold in a UFO sighting, and we're
over the moon about it!

So,  as  we  lay  down  our  statistical
telescopes and bid farewell  to this  cosmic
caper,  let  us  remember  that  in  the  vast
cosmos  of  quantitative  inquiry,  truth  may
indeed be "out there" - and sometimes, it's
as statistically punchline-worthy as a good
ol'  dad joke.  And  with  that,  we leave you
pondering  this  final  thought:  What  did  the
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statistician  say  to  the  alien?  "Take  me to
your data!"
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