The Journal of Athletic Economics and Workforce Studies (2024) 32, 56-69

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

SpuriousDirect

<O

ELSERVER

Shooting for Change: The Correlation Between
LeBron James' Field Goals and the Tire Repair and
Changer Workforce in North Carolina

Catherine Horton, Ava Travis, Grace P Tillman

Academic Excellence Institute; Evanston, lllinois

Abstract

This groundbreaking study aims to unravel the perplexing link between LeBron James' field goal count
and the number of tire repairers and changers in North Carolina. Utilizing data from Basketball-Reference
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, our research team set out to investigate this seemingly peculiar
relationship. Our findings unveiled a robust correlation coefficient of 0.7849835 with a significant p-value
of less than 0.01 for the period spanning from 2003 to 2022. It is tempting to wonder if LeBron's
sharpshooting prowess is inadvertently creating extra work for the tire repair and changer industry in
North Carolina, or if the demand for tire repairers and changers is, in fact, fueling his field goal prowess.
Either way, this research sheds light on an unexpected connection, prompting us to wonder if LeBron's
shots are "tire"-rifically impacting the local workforce in the Tar Heel State.
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1. Introduction we discovered a statistical link that's more

than just "tire"-riffic.
INTRODUCTION

As we dive into this unique correlation, one
can't help but wonder: are LeBron's myriad
field goals unwittingly driving up demand for
tire repairers and changers in North
Carolina, or are these specialized
professionals somehow boosting his field
goal count? It's a question that, much like a
flat tire, demands our immediate attention
and leaves us feeling deflated if left
unresolved.

The symbiotic relationship between sports
and economics has long been a subject of
intrigue and fascination. The intersection of
athletic performance and labor market
dynamics is often overlooked, but our
research sheds light on one such peculiar
correlation between LeBron James' field
goal count and the number of tire repairers
and changers in North Carolina. Amazingly,
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The intersection of basketball and tire repair
might initially seem as incongruous as
mixing sports and dad jokes, but our
findings reveal a surprisingly strong
correlation that is as clear as day. With a
correlation coefficient of 0.7849835 and a p-
value of less than 0.01, the evidence is as
striking as a perfectly executed slam dunk.

Does LeBron's uncanny ability to sink
baskets inadvertently cause an uptick in
tire-related mishaps, leading to a surge in
demand for tire repairers and changers? Or,
perhaps the demand for these hardworking
professionals is what fuels LeBron's
shooting spree, as if their tireless efforts are
extra motivation for him to keep "rolling" on
the court.

This research not only uncovers an
unexpected correlation but also invites us to
contemplate the broader implications. Who
would have thought that the trajectory of a
basketball could be intertwined with the
daily routines of tire repairers and
changers? This unusual connection prompts
us to rethink the interconnectedness of
seemingly unrelated fields and serves as a
poignant reminder that in the realm of
statistical analysis, truth can often be
stranger than fiction.

2. Literature Review

Smith (2015) examines the potential impact
of professional athletes on local labor
markets in his study, "Athletic Performance
and Employment Trends." Doe (2017)
explores the unexpected intersections
between sports and vocational services in
"Sporting Success and Occupational
Outcomes." Jones (2019) delves into the
regional implications of celebrity athletes on
specialized industries, as evidenced in "The
Economics of Star Athletes: Local Effects
and Labor Market Dynamics."

Now, turning our attention to the realm of
non-fiction books, "Moneyball: The Art of

Winning an Unfair Game" by Michael Lewis
offers valuable insights into the statistical
revolution in baseball and its wider
applications to labor market dynamics.
Similarly, "The Numbers Game: Why
Everything You Know About Soccer Is
Wrong" by Chris Anderson and David Sally
provides a compelling exploration of
statistical analysis in sports and its
implications for economic trends.

On a fictional note, "The Basketball Diaries"
by Jim Carroll and "Friday Night Lights: A
Town, a Team, and a Dream" by H.G.
Bissinger offer captivating narratives that
hint at the intertwining of sports and local
communities, inviting readers to consider
the ripple effects of athletic performance on
various aspects of society.

In a serendipitous turn of events, several
television shows have inadvertently
provided intriguing insights related to our
research topic. "The Last Dance" offers a
behind-the-scenes look at the impact of
basketball superstars on both the sports
industry and local communities. Likewise,
"SpongeBob  SquarePants" humorously
highlights the importance of teamwork and
perseverance, albeit in a rather different
context.

3. Our approach & methods

The methodology employed in this study
involved a multi-faceted approach
combining data collection, statistical
analysis, and a touch of whimsy. Data
pertaining to LeBron James' field goal count
was gathered from the comprehensive
records of Basketball-Reference, ensuring
that no bounce, swish, or dunk was
overlooked. Concurrently, information
regarding the number of tire repairers and
changers in North Carolina was obtained
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, allowing
for a thorough examination of workforce
trends within the state. This inclusion of
data from disparate sources parallels the
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unexpected union of basketball and the tire
repair industry, creating an unconventional
synergy that is, dare we say, "tire"-rific.

To model the relationship between LeBron
James' field goals and the tire repair and
changer workforce, a series of convoluted
yet meticulously crafted algorithms was
employed, incorporating elements of
advanced statistical analysis, machine
learning, and a dash of good-natured
speculation. Each algorithm was carefully
designed to capture the subtle nuances of
this enigmatic relationship, much like a well-
crafted dad joke that sneaks up on you
when you least expect it. By utilizing such
an intricate amalgamation of methods, we
sought to not only uncover correlations but
also to infuse the research process with an
element of levity, reflecting the unexpected
nature of the study itself.

Furthermore, the time span of the study,
ranging from 2003 to 2022, was chosen to
encapsulate the full breadth of LeBron
James' illustrious career, as well as to
capture the dynamic evolution of the tire
repair and changer workforce in North
Carolina. This extended timeframe allowed
for a comprehensive analysis of trends and
patterns, offering a robust perspective akin
to a well-inflated tire ready to navigate the
diverse terrains of statistical inquiry.

In addition, the research team navigated
through an array of potential confounding
variables with the finesse of a skilled point
guard maneuvering through a defense,
ensuring that the observed correlation
remained robust and focused. Variables
such as seasonal fluctuations, changes in
consumer preferences for basketball and
tire services, and unexpected shifts in
economic conditions were meticulously
accounted for, providing a firm foundation
for our findings. While navigating these
confounding variables, we were reminded of
a classic dad joke: Why did the basketball
team go to the bank? To get their bounce
back.

Finally, the findings were subjected to
rigorous sensitivity analyses, akin to stress-
testing the integrity of a tire, to gauge the
stability and robustness of the observed
correlation.  Sensitivity analyses were
conducted across various subsets of the
data and model specifications, ensuring that
the identified correlation persisted under
diverse analytical scenarios. This approach
allowed for a comprehensive validation of
the correlation, akin to ensuring that a tire
can endure both smooth rides and
unexpected bumps along the statistical
highway. Just as thorough tire maintenance
ensures continued performance, our
sensitivity  analyses  guaranteed the
resilience of our research findings.

4. Results

The results of our analysis revealed a
strong positive correlation between LeBron
James' field goal count and the number of
tire repairers and changers in North
Carolina. Over the period of 2003 to 2022,
we found a correlation coefficient of
0.7849835, indicating a robust relationship
between these seemingly unrelated
variables. The r-squared value of 0.6161991
further demonstrates that approximately
61.62% of the variance in the number of tire
repairers and changers can be explained by
the variation in LeBron James' field goal
count. This association is as striking as a
well-executed full-court shot.

Our findings provide compelling evidence
that there is indeed a significant statistical
connection between LeBron James' on-
court performance and the demand for tire
repair and changer services in North
Carolina. It appears that LeBron's prowess
in sinking field goals may be inadvertently
"tire"-ing out the workforce in this industry,
as they scramble to keep up with the wear
and tear caused by his relentless scoring.
This unexpected link between basketball
and tire repair serves as a reminder that
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even the most unlikely pairs can form a
"wheel"-ly strong correlation.

Figure 1 depicts the scatterplot illustrating
the strong positive correlation between
LeBron James' field goal count and the
number of tire repairers and changers in
North Carolina. The visual representation of
this relationship is as clear as a crisp
bounce pass and provides a tangible
demonstration of the statistical findings.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, our research has brought to
light an intriguing correlation that transcends
the boundaries of sports and workforce
dynamics. While we may never know for
sure whether LeBron's shooting skills
directly influence the demand for tire repair
and changer services or if these
professionals unknowingly contribute to his
scoring success, this study leaves us with
an undeniable truth: the intersection of
basketball and tire repair is a topic worth
exploring. It is a testament to the
unexpected connections that can emerge
from empirical analysis and leaves us
pondering the profound impact of sports on
the economic landscape. After all, who
would have thought that the trajectory of a
basketball could be so closely intertwined
with the daily routines of tire repairers and
changers?

5. Discussion

The robust positive correlation uncovered in
our study between LeBron James' field goal
count and the number of tire repairers and
changers in North Carolina speaks to the
intriguing interplay  between  sports
performance and local labor markets. Our
results align with the prior research by
Smith (2015) and Doe (2017), emphasizing
the potential influence of professional
athletes on vocational services. Likewise,
Jones' (2019) exploration of regional
implications of star athletes on specialized
industries finds resonance in our findings,
underscoring the significance of celebrity
athletes in shaping local labor dynamics.

The unexpected connection between
LeBron's field goals and tire repair demand
may seem far-fetched at first glance, but the
statistical evidence substantiates this
peculiar relationship. Integrating insights
from non-fiction books such as "Moneyball"
and "The Numbers Game" further reinforces
the relevance of statistical analysis in sports
to labor market dynamics. As for the
unexpected tie-in with fiction and television,
the  seemingly unrelated  narratives
presented in "The Basketball Diaries,"
"Friday Night Lights," "The Last Dance," and
even "SpongeBob SquarePants" offer
alternative perspectives on the intricate
interplay between sports and local
communities that resonates with our
findings.

Our research validates the unanticipated
link between basketball performance and
workforce demand, shedding light on the
entwined nature of sports and economic
trends. It appears that LeBron's field goal
prowess inadvertently "tires" out the tire
repair and changer industry in North
Carolina, providing a literal twist to the
phrase "tire"-ing labor. This unexpected tie-
in serves as a testament to the unforeseen
connections that can emerge from empirical
analysis and prompts us to reevaluate the
far-reaching impact of athletic performance
on the economic landscape.
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In summary, our study showcases the
"rebound" effect of LeBron James' field
goals on the demand for tire repair and
changer services, demonstrating that even
the most unexpected pairings can yield
significant statistical relationships. This
correlation, akin to an unexpected alley-oop,
challenges conventional expectations and
underscores the depth of influence that
sports can exert on local workforce
dynamics. As we contemplate the
implications of our findings, we are left with
a pun-laden truth: the convergence of
basketball and tire repair is no laughing
matter, but rather a thought-provoking
reflection of the intricate connections that
underpin our economic and social systems.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, the evidence presented in
this study undeniably demonstrates a strong
and statistically significant correlation
between LeBron James' field goal count
and the number of tire repairers and
changers in North Carolina. The correlation
coefficient of 0.7849835, with a p-value of
less than 0.01, leaves little room for doubt
that there is indeed a robust link between
the two variables. No matter how you "tire"
oneself out trying to explain it, the numbers
don't lie!

Our findings raise thought-provoking
guestions about the underlying mechanisms
driving this unexpected correlation. Is
LeBron's consistent prowess on the court
inadvertently causing an uptick in tire-
related mishaps, leading to a surge in
demand for tire repairers and changers? Or
are these hardworking professionals
secretly LeBron's secret weapon, giving him
the ‘"drive" to excel in field goal
performance? These questions obviously
tread into fascinating, albeit unconventional,
territory.

As we reflect on the outcomes of this
research, it is worth considering the broader

implications of this unexpected connection.
Much like a well-timed free throw, this study
highlights the interconnectedness  of
seemingly unrelated fields, reminding us
that even in the world of statistical analysis,
truth can be stranger than fiction. It's almost
as if the basketball world and the tire repair
industry are engaged in an "air"-resistible
dance, their destinies "tire"-lessly entwined.

However, it is safe to say that no further
research on this quirky correlation is
needed. We have sufficiently uncovered the
unexpected relationship between LeBron
James' field goals and the tire repair and
changer workforce in North Carolina,
leaving us with an undeniable truth: this
connection is as real as a basketball game,
and it's time for us to bounce on to other
pressing research questions. After all, there
are only so many puns one can make about
tires and basketballs before it starts to wear
"flat,” and we must "rotate" our focus onto
other fascinating avenues of inquiry.
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