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Abstract

Historians and pop culture aficionados alike have long
been intrigued by the meteoric rise of Psy's "Gangnam
Style" in 2012. However, our research team decided to
take this fascination to a new level by examining the
unlikely relationship between the number of historians in
Maryland and Google searches for 'Gangnam Style'.
Taking a lighthearted and quirky approach, we analyzed
data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Google
Trends to uncover the surprising correlation between
these two seemingly disparate entities. The correlation
coefficient of 0.8060180 with a p-value less than 0.01 for
the period of 2012 to 2021 left us with raised eyebrows
and a few dancing shoes. While some may question the
scholarly value of such an investigation, we believe that
illuminating these unexpected connections can inspire
further exploration and inject a touch of levity into the
world of academia. As our findings suggest, when it
comes to historical significance and internet phenomenon,
it seems that Maryland certainly has its fair share of
'Gangnam Style'. It's a reminder that sometimes, even in
scholarly pursuits, history can have a sense of humor too.

1. Introduction

Quirky, unexpected, and downright entertaining, the
relationship between the number of historians in
Maryland and Google searches for 'Gangnam Style'
is not something you come across every day. It's like
finding a dad joke in a scientific paper - unexpected,
but undeniably delightful. Our research aims to add
some pizzazz to the typically serious world of
scholarly investigation while shedding light on the
captivating interplay between historical curiosity and
viral internet phenomena. So, why did the
statistician break up with the researcher? He found
out she was unfaithful with a different data set!

As the world shifted its gaze towards South Korea in
2012, when Psy's infectious "Gangnam Style" took
the internet by storm, our team of intrepid
researchers looked in a different direction - towards
the historians of Maryland. One might say we're the
Sherlock Holmes of unexpected correlations, always
on the hunt for hidden connections, like finding the
missing puzzle piece at the bottom of the data set.
Our data analysis didn't just uncover a correlation; it
raised the question: why exactly does the number of
historians in the Old Line State seem to twirl into the
spotlight alongside this global internet sensation?
Perhaps historians know more than just history —
they might just have the moves like Gangnam.

In the realm of academia, it's not every day that
historical labor statistics and Google Trends
converge, creating a colorful Venn diagram of
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unexpected connections. However, we hope to show
that even in the world of research, laughter and
curiosity can coexist like two unlikely friends — like
a physicist and a comic walking into a bar, creating
an electrifying atmosphere. This investigation may
not follow the conventional rules of scholarly
inquiry, but it certainly serves to remind us that
scholarly pursuits can have a toe-tapping, head-
bobbing side as well. Because sometimes, the most
groundbreaking discoveries aren't found in the lab or
the archives; they're just a click away on Google,
waiting to be unearthed with a witty quip and a
daring hypothesis. It's like finding a rare gem in a
mountain of data - a discovery worth dancing about.

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al.", the authors find a significant
association between the number of historians in
Maryland and the surge in Google searches for
'Gangnam Style'. The unexpected correlation has
raised eyebrows and prompted the curious minds of
academia to delve deeper into the underlying reasons
behind this peculiar relationship. It's like the
historians are doing the Gangnam Style dance of
historical data, keeping their research both
informative and entertaining.

Expanding on this line of inquiry, "Doe and Jones"
investigate the impact of regional cultural influences
on internet phenomena. Their study delves into the
intriguing interplay between local historical
curiosities and the global digital landscape. The
findings suggest that Maryland's historical tapestry
might be more intertwined with contemporary
internet trends than previously assumed - a bit like
discovering a hidden treasure trove of humorous
anecdotes in the dusty pages of history books.

Turning to non-fiction works, "History of Maryland:
From the Colonial Period to the 21st Century"”
examines the state's robust legacy in shaping
American history. While not directly linked to
internet fads, the book provides a comprehensive
understanding of the cultural undercurrents that may
have laid the groundwork for Maryland's unexpected
affinity for 'Gangnam Style'. It's akin to finding a
historical easter egg in the internet age.

In the fictional realm, "The Curious Case of
Maryland's Time-Traveling Playlist" by J.K. Rolling
explores a whimsical narrative of a wizard seeking
to unravel the enigmatic connection between
Maryland's  historians and internet memes
throughout different time periods. Though purely
imaginary, the playful plotline hints at the idea that
even the most absurd correlations can spark the
imagination and prompt further investigation. It's
like a captivating tale that turns scholarly curiosity
into a magical ride through the annals of history and
the depths of search engine algorithms.

Shifting gears, we mustn't discount the influence of
children's shows and cartoons. In our pursuit of
understanding Maryland's impact on internet fads,
we couldn't resist revisiting the lovable antics of
"The Magic School Bus". Its whimsical approach to
science and history serves as a lighthearted reminder
that scholarly pursuits need not always be as serious
as a heart attack. Just like Ms. Frizzle and her
students, we aim to embark on an adventurous
journey through the corridors of Maryland's
historical significance, punctuated with laughter and
unexpected discoveries at every turn. It's like finding
out that the secret to history's mysteries has been
hiding behind a colorful animation all along.

3. Methodology

To illuminate the relationship between the number of
historians in Maryland and Google searches for
'Gangnam Style', our methodology danced through
the world of data collection and analysis like a
carefully choreographed routine. We employed a
combination of statistical techniques, historical labor
data, and Google Trends information to sashay our
way toward unraveling this enigmatic connection.
Just like a chemist mixing up a new concoction, our
approach required a delicate balance of precision
and creativity.

First, we gathered historical labor data on the
number of historians in Maryland from the Bureau
of Labor Statistics. This involved sifting through
employment records with a fine-tooth comb, much
like an eager archaeologist unearthing ancient relics
— except in this case, the artifacts were job titles and
employment figures. We then cross-referenced this
data with Google search trends for 'Gangnam Style',
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sourced from Google Trends. It was like blending
the ingredients for a scientific experiment — we
meticulously measured and combined the different
elements to concoct a flavorful correlation cocktail.

To ensure that our findings were robust and not
merely a statistical fluke, we utilized a time-series
analysis to examine the data from 2012 to 2021. This
allowed us to capture the evolving dynamics of both
the historical workforce in Maryland and the
fluctuating popularity of 'Gangnam Style' searches
over time. We didn't just want a snapshot; we aimed
to create a cinematic time-lapse of this unexpected
duet between regional historical interests and global
internet sensation. It's like we were charting the rise
and fall of an artistic masterpiece, but instead of a
sonnet or symphony, it was the rise and fall of
'Gangnam Style' searches.

In order to quantify the strength and significance of
the relationship, we calculated the Pearson
correlation coefficient between the number of
historians in Maryland and Google searches for
'Gangnam Style'. We were looking for a correlation
stronger than the bond between a scientist and their
lab equipment. Additionally, we performed a
hypothesis test to determine the statistical
significance, ensuring that our conclusions weren't
just a statistical fluke — because in the world of
research, we can't just dance around with any old
correlation.

Finally, we wrapped our analysis up with a bow by
conducting a robustness check, exploring various
subperiods and sensitivity analyses to ensure that our
findings were consistent and reliable. It's like
double-checking the recipe to make sure it's just as
delectable when baked at a different altitude — we
wanted our findings to be as solid as a rock, not a
data soufflé that collapses under scrutiny. Because
when it comes to uncovering unexpected
connections, we believe in leaving no stone unturned
or dance move unexamined.

4. Results

The analysis of our data revealed a striking
correlation between the number of historians in
Maryland and Google searches for 'Gangnam Style'.
It's like finding a perfect pun - a rare but highly

satisfying occurrence. The correlation coefficient of
0.8060180 suggests a strong positive relationship
between these two variables, leaving us wondering if
perhaps historians are more in touch with the pulse
of viral sensations than previously thought.

This correlation, with an r-squared of 0.6496651,
indicates that approximately 65% of the variability
in Google searches for 'Gangnam Style' can be
explained by the number of historians in Maryland.
It's like hitting the jackpot in a statistics casino - a
rare and delightful surprise. Furthermore, the p-
value of less than 0.01 provides strong evidence
against the null hypothesis, supporting the idea that
there is a significant relationship between these two
variables.

Fig. 1 illustrates this impressive correlation with a
scatterplot that clearly depicts the positive trend
between the number of historians in Maryland and
Google searches for 'Gangnam Style'. It's like a
visual dad joke - unexpected, yet undeniably
amusing.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings highlight the unexpected synergy
between historical curiosity and contemporary
internet culture. One might say it's as unexpected as
finding a history book in the middle of a dance floor.
This unlikely relationship serves as a reminder that
even in the serious realm of scholarly investigation,
there's room for a bit of whimsy and unexpected
connections - just like discovering a hidden treasure
in an old historical archive. At the very least, our
results have left us tapping our feet and nodding our
heads to the beat of 'Gangnam Style', all while
pondering the intriguing dance of history and pop
culture.
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5. Discussion

The fascinating correlation between the number of
historians in Maryland and Google searches for
'Gangnam Style' that we uncovered in our study is a
standout example of the unexpected connections that
can emerge from the world of data analysis. It's like
stumbling upon an ancient historian's rendition of
Psy's viral hit - an unexpected and delightful
surprise. Our findings not only corroborate the prior
research by Smith et al., but they also add a new
layer of understanding to the quirky relationship
between historical pursuits and modern internet
trends.

The significant association between the variables, as
indicated by the correlation coefficient of
0.8060180, is akin to discovering a rare historical
artifact in plain sight - unexpected but undeniably
valuable. This outcome supports the notion put forth
by Doe and Jones that regional cultural influences
can have a tangible impact on internet phenomena,
emphasizing the unexpected interconnectedness of
history and digital culture in the contemporary
landscape. It's like unraveling the intricacies of a
historical dance, with each twist and turn revealing
new layers of insight and amusement.

Furthermore, the strong evidence against the null
hypothesis, as denoted by the p-value of less than
0.01, provides statistical backing to the idea that
Maryland's historical tapestry has indeed contributed
to the surge in 'Gangnam Style' searches. It's like
stumbling upon a historical joke in a complex
algorithm - a rare and amusing occurrence that
prompts further investigation and thoughtful
reflection.

Our results not only validate the offbeat perspectives
presented in works like "The Curious Case of
Maryland's Time-Traveling Playlist" but also lend
empirical support to the whimsical narratives that
playfully speculate about the state's influence on
internet culture. The unexpected synergy between
historical curiosity and contemporary internet trends
is akin to discovering a treasure trove of amusing
anecdotes in a dusty historical tome - a potent
reminder that history can have a quirky sense of
humor. Just like a dad joke at the dinner table, these
findings inject a touch of lightheartedness into the

often-serious realm of scholarly inquiry, sparking
interest and inspiring further exploration into the
intriguing dance of history and pop culture.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has demonstrated a
remarkably strong correlation between the number
of historians in Maryland and Google searches for
'Gangnam Style'. It's as if history and internet fads
have forged an unexpected alliance, like a historian
moonlighting as a dance instructor. The statistical
evidence, with an r-squared of 0.6496651 and a p-
value less than 0.01, points to a compelling
relationship that can't be dismissed as mere
coincidence. It's as if Sherlock Holmes and Psy
teamed up for a data-driven dance-off — a truly
unexpected plot twist.

The implications of our findings extend beyond a
mere statistical oddity; they suggest that historians
may possess a keen awareness of contemporary
cultural phenomena. Perhaps they have an innate
ability to recognize patterns, not just in the past, but
in the present as well. It's like realizing that
historians have been doing the 'Gangnam Style'
dance all along — they know how to step into the
limelight when the moment calls for it.

While some may question the significance of this
correlation, we argue that it adds a touch of whimsy
and intrigue to the field of research. It's like finding
a well-timed punchline in the midst of a serious
scholarly debate — a breath of fresh air that keeps
academia lively and captivating. This study is a
testament to the delightful surprises that await when
seemingly unrelated variables converge, reminding
us that both data and history can have a sense of
humor.

Despite the temptation to continue chasing
unexpected correlations, we are confident in
asserting that no more research is needed in this
area. We have unraveled the enigmatic dance
between Maryland historians and 'Gangnam Style',
leaving us with a newfound appreciation for the
quirky side of research. It's like closing a book after
a satisfying read — knowing that the story has
reached a delightful conclusion, leaving us with a
nostalgic smile and a newfound bounce in our step.
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