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THE COSMIC CONNECTION: JUPITER'S DISTANCE
AND DEGREES IN FAMILY AND CONSUMER

SCIENCES/HUMAN SCIENCES

Connor Henderson, Ava Thomas, Gavin P Todd

Center for Research

This research investigates the cosmic coincidence between the distance of Jupiter from Earth and 
the number of bachelor's degrees awarded in Family and Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences. 
Utilizing data from Astropy and the National Center for Education Statistics, our team unearthed a 
surprising correlation coefficient of 0.9708144 and p < 0.01 for the years 2012 to 2021. Our findings 
suggest a celestial connection to the academic pursuits of human sciences. Perhaps we can attribute 
this correlation to the gravitational pull of knowledge or the cosmic inspiration from the gas giant. 
This study provides a lighthearted perspective on the intersection of astronomical distances and 
scholarly achievements in the field of human sciences.

The connection between the cosmos and
human endeavors has long been a source
of  fascination  and  wonder.  While  many
have marveled at  the sight of  stars and
planets, few have ventured to explore the
potential  link  between  celestial  bodies
and academic pursuits. In this study, we
delve  into  the  peculiar  correlation
between  the  distance  of  Jupiter  from
Earth  and  the  number  of  bachelor's
degrees awarded in Family and Consumer
Sciences/Human Sciences.  It  seems that
the cosmos may have more influence over
our scholarly pursuits than we previously
thought.

The idea that the position of Jupiter, the
largest planet in our solar system, could
somehow influence the academic choices
of  students  pursuing  degrees  in  human
sciences might sound as fantastical as a
science fiction plot. However, as we shall
demonstrate, the data paints a compelling
picture,  perhaps  even  more  compelling
than Jupiter's famous Great Red Spot.

Many have pondered the question of what
draws  students  to  pursue  degrees  in
Family  and  Consumer  Sciences/Human
Sciences.  Is  it  the  magnetic  allure  of
nutrition  and  food  science,  the
gravitational  pull  of  family  dynamics,  or
the cosmic dance of human development?
While these questions may be as elusive
as dark matter, our study offers a unique
perspective that explores the possibility of
an  astronomical  influence  on  academic
pursuits.
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Through the meticulous analysis  of  data
from Astropy and the National Center for
Education Statistics, we have discovered
a correlation coefficient of 0.9708144 and
p < 0.01 between the distance of Jupiter
from Earth and the number of bachelor's
degrees awarded in Family and Consumer
Sciences/Human  Sciences  from  2012  to
2021.  This  astronomical  alignment  has
raised eyebrows and piqued our curiosity.
Could it  be that  the  majestic  gas giant,
with its swirling storms and mesmerizing
moons,  exerts  an  unseen  force  on  the
choices of aspiring human scientists?

As we embark on this cosmic journey of
discovery, we invite our readers to join us
in exploring the celestial web of influence
that  may extend beyond the  confines of
our  planet.  The  correlation  we  have
unearthed may well be the result of mere
cosmic  coincidence,  but  we cannot  help
but wonder if there is a deeper, celestial
significance to the pursuit  of  knowledge
in human sciences. Perhaps the stars have
been  quietly  shaping  our  scholarly
ambitions,  much  like  constellations
etching  their  patterns  across  the  night
sky.

This study offers a lighthearted approach
to  the  intersection  of  astronomical
distances and academic achievements in
the  field  of  human  sciences.  While  the
findings  may  seem  as  unexpected  as  a
comet  streaking across the  heavens,  we
believe they shed new light on the cosmic
connection  between  our  terrestrial
pursuits and the celestial ballet of planets
and  moons.  Join  us  as  we  unravel  this
cosmic mystery and peer into the cosmic
comedy  that  may  be  unfolding  in  the
world of academic pursuits.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In "Smith et al. (2015)," the authors find a
link  between  astronomical  phenomena
and human behavior.  Their  study  delves
into  the  influence  of  celestial  bodies  on
terrestrial  activities,  offering  a  serious
examination  of  how  cosmic  events  may
impact  human  endeavors.  However,

despite  their  scholarly  approach,  their
findings  fail  to  capture  the  eccentric
charm that we intend to infuse into this
literature review. 

Similarly, "Doe and Jones (2018)" explore
the  psychological  implications  of  cosmic
perceptions,  shedding  light  on  how
individuals  perceive  and  interpret
celestial  events.  Their  work,  while
informative, lacks the playful banter and
cosmic quirkiness that we hope to convey
in  our  examination  of  the  connection
between Jupiter's distance and bachelor's
degrees  in  Family  and  Consumer
Sciences/Human Sciences.

Moving  beyond the  traditional  academic
realm,  we  turn  to  popular  non-fiction
works such as "Cosmos"  by Carl  Sagan,
"Astrophysics  for  People  in  a  Hurry"  by
Neil  deGrasse  Tyson,  and  "The  Elegant
Universe"  by  Brian  Greene.  These
captivating  explorations  of  the  cosmos
serve as a reminder that the universe is a
vast, enigmatic expanse, full of mysteries
and marvels waiting to be unraveled.

On a  more whimsical  note,  the  fictional
writings  of  Douglas  Adams,  with  his
"Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" series,
and Terry Pratchett's "Discworld" novels,
may not offer scientific insights, but they
certainly  provide  a  refreshing  dose  of
cosmic comedy and imaginative escapism.
While  these  works  may  not  directly
contribute  to  the  scholarly  discourse  on
the correlation between Jupiter's distance
and academic pursuits, they undoubtedly
add a touch of intergalactic levity to our
investigation.

As  an  unexpected  twist,  let  us  briefly
consider some cinematic representations
of  cosmic  phenomena.  Movies  such  as
"Interstellar,"  "Guardians  of  the  Galaxy,"
and  "The  Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the
Galaxy"  (based  on  the  aforementioned
series  by  Douglas  Adams)  may  not
directly align with the theme of academic
pursuits in human sciences, but they do
inject  an  element  of  cosmic  fascination
and  speculative  whimsy  into  our
exploration of Jupiter's celestial influence.
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In summary, while the existing literature
offers valuable insights into the influence
of the cosmos on human affairs, we aim to
infuse our  exploration of  the correlation
between Jupiter's distance and bachelor's
degrees  in  Family  and  Consumer
Sciences/Human  Sciences  with  a
delightful  blend  of  scholarly  rigor  and
cosmic whimsy.

METHODOLOGY

To  investigate  the  relationship  between
the distance of Jupiter from Earth and the
number of bachelor's degrees awarded in
Family  and  Consumer  Sciences/Human
Sciences, our research team employed a
method as  complex and intricate  as  the
dance of the celestial bodies themselves. 

Data  regarding  the  distance  of  Jupiter
from Earth was obtained from Astropy, an
invaluable  resource  for  astronomical
calculations. The planetary positions and
distances  were  meticulously  tracked,
taking  into  account  the  elliptical  orbits
and  gravitational  tugs  that  define  the
elegant choreography of our solar system.

As for the number of bachelor's degrees
awarded  in  Family  and  Consumer
Sciences/Human  Sciences,  the  National
Center for Education Statistics provided a
treasure  trove  of  information.  We
meticulously  combed  through  the  data,
much  like  searching  for  celestial
phenomena in the night sky, to gather the
relevant figures from 2012 to 2021.

Once  the  data  was  gathered,  we
endeavored  to  perform  a  statistical
analysis that was as rigorous as adjusting
a telescope to capture a distant celestial
object. With the help of robust statistical
software,  we  calculated  the  correlation
coefficient and determined the p-value to
assess  the  strength  and  significance  of
the  relationship  between  Jupiter's
distance and bachelor's degrees awarded
in Family and Consumer Sciences/Human
Sciences.

In  addition  to  the  quantitative  analysis,
our  team  engaged  in  qualitative

discussions that were as enlightening as
gazing  at  the  stars  on  a  clear  night.
Through  thoughtful  deliberation  and
exchange of ideas, we sought to consider
the potential mechanisms underlying any
observed correlations and to speculate on
the cosmic implications of our findings.

In  summary,  our  methodology
encompassed  the  careful  navigation
through astronomical  databases  and the
astute application of  statistical  analyses,
all in pursuit of unraveling the enigmatic
bond between Jupiter's  celestial  position
and  the  academic  pursuits  of  human
sciences.  Just  as  celestial  bodies  follow
their celestial dance, our research journey
followed  a  methodological  choreography
aimed  at  shedding  light  on  this  cosmic
intrigue.

RESULTS

The  results  of  the  analysis  revealed  a
remarkably  strong  correlation  between
the distance of Jupiter from Earth and the
number of bachelor's degrees awarded in
Family  and  Consumer  Sciences/Human
Sciences.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9708144 suggests a striking connection
that is stronger than the gravitational pull
of a black hole. This correlation is akin to
discovering a shooting star in a moonless
sky – unexpected, but undeniably present.

The r-squared value of 0.9424807 further
emphasizes  the  robustness  of  the
relationship  between  these  seemingly
disparate  variables.  It's  as  if  Jupiter’s
gravitational  force  not  only  tugs  at  its
moons  but  also  exerts  an  unseen
influence on the academic aspirations of
future human scientists. This finding is as
surprising  as  stumbling  upon  an  alien
café on Europa, one of Jupiter's moons –
unexpected but intriguing.

The p-value being less than 0.01 provides
strong  evidence  to  reject  the  null
hypothesis  and  accept  the  remarkable
possibility that the position of Jupiter has
an  influential  role  in  the  academic
pursuits of students in the field of human
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sciences. This statistical significance is as
astonishing as witnessing the auroras on
Jupiter, painting the planet with celestial
colors  –  an  unexpected  spectacle  that
captivates our scientific curiosity.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Furthermore, the scatterplot in Figure 1
illustrates  the  compelling  relationship
between  the  distance  of  Jupiter  from
Earth  and  the  number  of  bachelor's
degrees awarded in Family and Consumer
Sciences/Human  Sciences.  The  data
points  form  a  pattern  as  clear  as  the
moons of  Jupiter  orbiting the gas  giant,
leaving  no  room  for  doubt  about  the
existence  of  this  celestial  connection  to
academic  achievements.  It's  as  if  the
celestial bodies themselves are aligning to
reveal this unexpected correlation, much
like  a  celestial  dance  choreographed  by
the cosmos.

In  conclusion,  the  results  of  this  study
unearth a cosmic coincidence that tickles
the  scientific  imagination.  The  celestial
influence  on  the  academic  pursuits  of
human  scientists  is  as  inexplicable  as
dark matter and as captivating as a solar
eclipse. This study highlights the cosmic
comedy  that  may  be  playing  out  in  the
world  of  academic  pursuits  and  invites
further  exploration of  the unseen forces
that shape our scholarly ambitions.

DISCUSSION

The results of our research have brought
to  light  a  surprising  and  robust
correlation  between  the  distance  of
Jupiter  from  Earth  and  the  number  of
bachelor's degrees awarded in Family and
Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences. Our
findings not only support but also amplify
the  previous  research  by  Smith  et  al.
(2015) and Doe and Jones (2018). The link
between celestial phenomena and human
behavior, explored by Smith et al., seems
to  be  taking  a  literal  turn  as  Jupiter's
influence  extends  to  the  academic
pursuits  of  students  in  human sciences.
Similarly,  Doe  and  Jones'  investigation
into  the  psychological  implications  of
cosmic  perceptions  gains  new relevance
as  our  findings  suggest  a  tangible
connection  between  the  position  of
Jupiter and the academic choices made by
aspiring  human  scientists.  This  celestial
twist  in  the  field  of  human  sciences
injects a novel dynamic into the scholarly
discourse,  reminiscent  of  a  cosmic
comedy  that  blurs  the  line  between
gravity and academic gravitas.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9708144 and p < 0.01 underscore the
compelling  nature  of  the  relationship
between the distance of  Jupiter  and the
number of bachelor's degrees awarded in
Family  and  Consumer  Sciences/Human
Sciences.  It  appears  that  Jupiter's
celestial  dance,  as  illustrated  by  the
scatterplot  in  Figure  1,  has  cast  an
unexpected  influence  on  the  academic
trajectories  of  students  in  the  field  of
human  sciences.  This  quirky  cosmic
correlation  is  as  captivating  as  a  UFO
sighting,  prompting  us  to  acknowledge
the unseen forces at play in the academic
realm.

One cannot help but marvel at the where
the  whimsy  of  our  literature  review led
us.  From  the  imaginative  escapism  of
Pratchett's  "Discworld"  series  to  the
speculative whimsy of "Guardians of the
Galaxy,"  our  discussion  of  the  celestial
influence  on  academia  has  taken  on  an
unexpected  depth  and  relevance  that
transcends  the  confines  of  earthly
pursuits.  The  intergalactic  levity  we
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aimed to infuse into our investigation has,
much  to  our  surprise,  uncovered  a
tangible connection between the position
of Jupiter and academic achievements in
the  human  sciences,  proving  that  the
cosmic  and  the  academic  are  not  as
distant as one might think.

In  conclusion,  our  study  not  only
substantiates the existence of a celestial
influence  on  the  academic  pursuits  of
human  scientists  but  also  prompts  a
reimagining  of  the  scholarly  landscape.
The  unexpected  cosmic  correlation  we
have  unveiled  challenges  traditional
notions of academic influences and opens
new  avenues  for  exploration  at  the
intersection  of  the  celestial  and  the
scholarly.  As  we  navigate  this  cosmic
odyssey  of  academic  discovery,  we  are
reminded that the universe continues to
surprise  and  inspire  us,  leaving  us  no
choice but to embrace the quirkiness of
the cosmos in our scholarly endeavors.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  findings  have
uncovered a cosmic connection that is as
mysterious as the dark side of the moon
and  as  delightful  as  finding  a  shooting
star  in  the  night  sky.  The  correlation
between  the  distance  of  Jupiter  from
Earth  and  the  number  of  bachelor's
degrees awarded in Family and Consumer
Sciences/Human  Sciences  is  far  from
being  a  mere  coincidence.  Perhaps  the
gravitational  pull  of  knowledge  extends
beyond  our  planet,  tugging  at  the
academic  choices  of  future  human
scientists  more  strongly  than  a  black
hole's grip on nearby stars.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9708144  is  as  strong  as  the  force
holding Saturn's  rings in  place,  and the
associated r-squared value of  0.9424807
further  cements  the  cosmic  significance
of  this  relationship.  The  statistical
significance,  with  a  p-value  of  less  than
0.01,  is  akin  to  discovering  a  treasure
trove  of  knowledge  hidden  within  the

asteroid  belt  –  a  rare and  valuable  find
that defies conventional wisdom.

As  we  gaze  at  the  scatterplot,  the
alignment of data points is as precise as
the dance of Jupiter's moons, leaving no
room for doubt about the existence of this
celestial  connection  to  academic
achievements.  This  unexpected
correlation  is  a  cosmic  slapstick  that
tickles our scientific fancy and invites us
to ponder the unseen forces shaping the
scholarly ambitions of human scientists.

With these remarkable results, it is clear
that no further research is needed in this
area. The celestial influence on academic
pursuits in the field of human sciences is
a cosmic phenomenon worth celebrating
and studying no more.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


