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This study delves into the whimsical world of GMO corn and its unexpected dance with internet
culture through a statistical analysis of its relationship with Google searches for the iconic 'Gangnam
Style'. Utilizing data obtained from the USDA and Google Trends, we rigorously examined the
potential correlation between the adoption of GMO technology in corn grown within the Illinois
region and the frequency of Google searches for the viral sensation 'Gangnam Style'. Our findings
reveal a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9458787 and a p-value (p < 0.01) for the period
encompassing 2012 to 2023. That's right, folks, the corn had us doing the Gangnam dance with its
kernels of surprise! It seems that not only have these genetically modified cornfields been growing
bigger and better, but they've also been silently grooving their way into our internet search history.
As we unravel this peculiar connection, we invite readers to reflect on the deeper implications of
such a correlation and ponder the question: are these cornfields secretly online trendsetters, or are
we witnessing a mere coincidence in this dance of data? We hope this study inspires further
investigation into the quirky intersection of agricultural practices and internet phenomena, as there's
always more than meets the 'seeds' to these statistical stories.

As we delve into the realm of agricultural
statistics, it becomes evident that the
dance of data can lead us down
unexpected paths. While traditional
research may focus on crop yields and
genetic modifications, our study embarks
on a whimsical journey to explore the
connection between GMO use in Illinois
corn growth and the widespread
phenomenon of Google searches for
'Gangnam  Style'. It's a statistical
adventure that will have you saying,
"corn-gratulations, you've shucked the
code!"

The world of (genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) has long been a topic
of debate and discussion, with proponents
extolling the virtues of increased crop
resistance and yields, while skeptics raise

concerns about potential health and
environmental impacts. Meanwhile, the
global internet sensation 'Gangnam Style'
by Korean artist Psy took the world by
storm in 2012, infiltrating pop culture and
prompting countless individuals to mimic
its signature dance moves. Together,
these seemingly disparate elements form
the backdrop for our unconventional
investigation. It's like a statistical corn
maze leading to the 'Gangnam' of data
surprises!

GMO corn production in the United
States, particularly in the Midwest region,
has seen a remarkable expansion over the
past few decades, with Illinois standing as
a notable player in the cultivation of corn.
As researchers, we sought to uncover
whether there exists a  peculiar
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correlation between the adoption of GMO
technology in Illinois corn growth and the
frequency of internet searches for
'Gangnam Style'. The statistical results,
akin to ears of corn, turned out to be
quite 'ear'-resistibly fascinating!

Our research employed data obtained
from the USDA to track the widespread
adoption of GMO corn in Illinois, and we
complemented this with Google Trends
data to gauge the frequency of searches
related to 'Gangnam Style' within the
same geographical area over an eleven-
year period from 2012 to 2023. It's as if
our research data was dancing to the
rhythm of statistical analysis, all set to the
beat of 'Gangnam Style'!

The findings of our analysis not only
revealed a remarkable correlation
coefficient of 0.9458787 between GMO
corn growth and ‘'Gangnam Style'
searches, but also a strikingly significant
p-value (p < 0.01). It's like the statistical
fates were doing the 'Gangnam Style'
dance, pointing to a potential relationship
that goes beyond mere chance. This
unexpected discovery leads us to ponder
the deeper implications of this correlation
and prompts us to consider the possibility
of a silent synergy between agricultural
practices and modern internet culture.
It's a statistical duet that has us humming
to 'Gangnam Style' and contemplating the
quirky intricacies of the digital age.

As we invite readers to embark on this
statistical adventure with us, we
acknowledge the unconventional nature
of our study, yet we also recognize its
potential to inspire further investigation
into the unexplored connections between
agricultural practices and internet
phenomena. After all, in the vast fields of
statistical research, there's always room
for a dose of unexpected humor and
unconventional  exploration. It's a
statistical world ripe with possibilities,
and who knows, maybe the next viral
dance craze is just a cornfield away!

LITERATURE REVIEW

In "Smith et al.," the authors find that
genetically modified organisms (GMOs)
have evoked significant discourse within
the agricultural and scientific
communities, with debates centering on
their potential benefits and drawbacks.
The cornfields of Illinois, like a-maize-ing
protagonists in this statistical tale, stand
at the forefront of GMO cultivation and
thus serve as a prime subject of
investigation into the intersection of
agricultural practices and contemporary
cultural trends. It's like the cornfields are
saying, "we've got the kernel of truth!"

Speaking of kernels, did you hear about
the corn who went to a party? He was a-
maize-ing on the dance floor! It seems the
spirit of the infamous 'Gangnam Style' has
cast a lively shadow on our research,
beckoning us to explore the unexpected
dance of data between GMO corn growth
and internet searches for the viral
sensation.

Doe's work on internet cultural
phenomena provides a complementary
backdrop, unveiling the profound impact
of online trends on societal behavior and
expression. Meanwhile, Jones highlights
the escalating significance of genetic
modification in corn cultivation, shedding
light on the technological advancements
that have reshaped agricultural
landscapes. It's like we're poring through
the pages of a statistical novel, with every
twist and turn leading us closer to the
heart of this enigmatic correlation.

Now turning to non-fiction literary works,
Michael Pollan's "The Omnivore's
Dilemma" and Vandana Shiva's "Stolen
Harvest" offer insightful perspectives on
agricultural practices and the use of
genetically modified crops, embedding
our study within the broader context of
food production and consumption. On the
fictitious front, Jeff VanderMeer's "Borne"
and Margaret Atwood's "Oryx and Crake"
transport readers to speculative worlds
where genetic engineering plays a central
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role, echoing the curious interplay
between innovation and unforeseen
consequences that underscores our
investigation. It's like our research is a
page-turner, with every chapter unveiling
a new twist in the statistical plot.

Now, onto our unconventional sources of
inspiration. As we scoured through a
variety of materials to contextualize our
study, we stumbled upon an unexpected
source of insight - the humble CVS
receipt. In its labyrinthine form, we found
hidden messages that led us to ponder the
whimsical connections between GMO
corn growth and internet phenomena.
Who knew that amidst the purchase
history and coupons lay the kernels of
statistical enlightenment? It's like we've
stumbled upon an unexpected treasure
map, guiding us through the quirky
terrain of agricultural statistics and
internet eccentricities!

Stay tuned for our analysis because, just
like the twist at the end of a good mystery
novel, the results of our investigation
promise to leave you in awe and with a
chuckle.

METHODOLOGY

To unearth the potential correlation
between GMO wuse in corn grown in
Illinois and Google searches for the iconic
'‘Gangnam Style', our research team
embarked on a statistical odyssey that
combined agricultural data with internet
search trends. We utilized a combination
of data sources, including information
from the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) and Google Trends, to
capture the dance of data between GMO
corn growth and the internet
phenomenon of 'Gangnam Style'. Our
methodology sought to samba through the
statistical underbrush and tango with the
technological tides, all to uncover the
intertwined rhythms of corn and culture.

Firstly we harnessed the TUSDA's
extensive database to obtain data on the
adoption of GMO technology in corn
growth within the Illinois region. We
combed through hectares of agricultural
data, akin to standing in a cornfield and
seeking out a particularly 'ear'-resistible
piece of statistical fodder. Our data
collection process, much like sowing the
seeds of statistical inquiry, involved
meticulous gathering and organization of
information, ensuring a robust foundation
for our subsequent analysis. It's like we
were shucking through piles of data,
searching for the 'kernel' of truth that
would unveil the dance between GMO
corn and 'Gangnam Style' searches.

In parallel, we turned to the digital dance
floor of Google Trends, where we tapped
into the frequency of searches related to
‘Gangnam Style' within the geographical
confines of Illinois. Utilizing Google
Trends offered us a window into the ebb
and flow of internet interest in this
cultural phenomenon, akin to observing
the intricate footwork of a statistical
flamenco. Our meticulous scrutiny of
search trends allowed us to capture the
pulsating beat of 'Gangnam Style' queries
and juxtapose it against the growth of
genetically modified corn, revealing a
potential statistical duet that had us doing
a double take.

Having amassed these two distinct sets of
data, we undertook a sophisticated
statistical analysis to explore the potential
correlation between GMO corn growth
and 'Gangnam Style' searches. Our
analytical approach encompassed the use
of Pearson correlation coefficients,
regressions, and robust time series
modeling techniques. These statistical
maneuvers, as intricate as the steps of a
tango, allowed us to decipher the
underlying rhythm of the data and
uncover the subtle connections between
GMO corn production and the virtual
quest for 'Gangnam Style'.

Our methodological pursuit sought to
meld the worlds of agriculture and
internet culture, akin to a dance that
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seamlessly transitions between genres.
With rigorous data collection and
sophisticated statistical analyses as our
partners, we navigated the unseen dance
steps of the data, embracing unexpected
discoveries and unveiling the harmonious
movements of GMO corn and 'Gangnam
Style' searches. It's like we were doing
the statistical hokey-pokey, delving into
the heart of the data and shaking out the
unexpected connections between these
seemingly disparate elements.

So there you have it, our methodology
involved a  symphonic blend of
agricultural data collection, internet
search trend analysis, and sophisticated
statistical techniques, all in pursuit of
unraveling the peculiar connection
between GMO corn and the cultural
phenomenon of 'Gangnam Style'. As we
twirled through the statistical labyrinth,
we remained vigilant in our quest for
statistical surprises, and oh my ears and
whiskers, did we find them!

RESULTS

The statistical analysis conducted on the
relationship between GMO use in corn
growth in Illinois and Google searches for
'‘Gangnam Style' vyielded noteworthy
findings. Over the eleven-year period
from 2012 to 2023, a strong correlation
coefficient of 0.9458787 was observed,
indicating a robust positive association
between the two variables. The r-squared
value of 0.8946865 further emphasized
the substantial proportion of variance in
'‘Gangnam Style' searches explained by
the prevalence of GMO corn production in
Illinois.

The p-value, which registered at p < 0.01,
attested to the significance of the
correlation, reinforcing the notion that
the observed relationship was highly
unlikely to have occurred by random
chance. It's as if this statistical tango
between GMO corn and 'Gangnam Style'
was not just a fleeting fling, but a
meaningful connection worthy of deeper
investigation.

The visual representation of these
findings is showcased in Figure 1, where
a scatterplot illustrates the pronounced
correlation between GMO use in corn
grown in Illinois and Google searches for
‘Gangnam Style'. The data points, much
like sprouting corn kernels, align
themselves in a discernible pattern,
depicting the harmonious dance of these
two seemingly disparate entities. The
figure, much like a well-timed punchline,
emphasizes the striking nature of the
correlation uncovered in our analysis.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

It appears that the ubiquity of GMO corn
cultivation in the Midwest, particularly in
Illinois, has unfolded an unexpected plot
twist, with our statistical analysis
unearthing a connection to the global
frenzy surrounding 'Gangnam Style'. It's
like the cornfields of Illinois took a cue
from Psy and decided to bust a move not
just in the physical world, but on the
digital stage as well. One might say that
these cornfields may have developed an
ear for the latest dance crazes — corny,
yet undeniably captivating!

The results of our study not only offer an
intriguing statistical insight but also
invite contemplation on the intricate
interplay between agricultural practices
and popular culture in the age of the
internet. The correlation uncovered in
this analysis serves as a reminder that
within the realm of statistics, there may
often be more than meets the 'ear' when
it comes to wuncovering unexpected
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relationships. This statistical study, in all
its whimsical glory, signals the potential
for further exploration into the uncharted
intersections of agricultural innovations
and contemporary phenomena, leaving us
to wonder what other unforeseen
statistical dances may await discovery.

DISCUSSION

The relationship between GMO use in
corn growth in Illinois and Google
searches for 'Gangnam Style' has led to
statistically significant findings that beg
the question: are these cornfields secretly
online trendsetters, or are we witnessing
a mere coincidence in this dance of data?
Our results revealed a robust positive
association between the adoption of GMO
technology in corn grown within the
Illinois region and the frequency of
Google searches for 'Gangnam Style',
echoing the sentiment that these
genetically modified cornfields have been
silently grooving their way into our
internet search history.

The correlation coefficient of 0.9458787
and the p-value of less than 0.01 not only
confirmed the substantial relationship
between GMO corn growth and 'Gangnam
Style' searches but also emphasized the
statistical significance of this unexpected
union. The r-squared value of 0.8946865
further illuminated the substantial
proportion of variance in 'Gangnam Style'
searches explained by the prevalence of
GMO corn production in Illinois. It's as if
these statistical findings were
choreographed to deliver a captivating
performance, leaving statisticians and
agricultural enthusiasts alike tapping
their toes in delight.

The results of our analysis supported
prior research on GMO use and cultural
phenomena, echoing the a-maize-ing
parallels found in the literature review. By
unveiling a strong correlation between
the adoption of GMO technology in corn
growth and the frequency of 'Gangnam
Style' searches, our study reaffirmed the
profound impact of agricultural practices

on contemporary cultural trends. It's like
the twist at the end of a good mystery
novel - wunexpected yet undeniably
intriguing, offering a statistical narrative
that has left us in awe and with a chuckle.

The visually compelling scatterplot in
Figure 1 vividly depicted the pronounced
correlation between GMO use in corn
growth in Illinois and Google searches for
'Gangnam Style', capturing the essence of
this statistical tango. The alignment of
data points, akin to sprouting corn
kernels swaying in unison, emphasized
the harmonious dance of these seemingly
disparate entities. This figure resembled
the well-timed punchline of a clever joke,
underscoring the striking nature of the
correlation uncovered in our analysis.

Our study has highlighted the intricate
interplay between agricultural practices
and popular culture in the age of the
internet, prompting the release of the
knot in our statistical dancing shoes for
further exploration. This statistical study,
in all its whimsical glory, has opened the
door to uncovering unexpected
relationships and statistical dances that
may yet await discovery, leaving us to
wonder what other statistical surprises
may be just a 'stalk's throw' away.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study has brought to
light the unforeseen connection between
GMO corn production in Illinois and the
fervor of internet searches for 'Gangnam
Style'. The remarkably high correlation
coefficient and the impressively low p-
value point to a robust relationship
between these seemingly incongruent
entities. It seems that the genetically
modified cornfields of Illinois have been
not just growing a-maize-ingly, but also
silently influencing our digital dance
moves. It's as if they've been adding a
kernel of 'Gangnam Style' flair to our
internet searches!

As we reflect on our findings, it becomes
evident that statistical surprises are
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abundant in the world of research. The
correlation uncovered in this study, akin
to a delightful dad joke, presents us with
a chuckle-worthy twist that challenges
traditional expectations. Who would have
thought that agricultural statistics and
internet phenomena could converge in
such a harmonious statistical dance?

With our analysis providing a compelling
glimpse into this quirky correlation, we
assert that no further research is needed
in this area. The unexpected nature of our
findings, coupled with their statistical
robustness, emphasizes the potential for
GMO corn to sway not only in the fields
but also in the digital realm. It's a
statistical revelation that reminds us to
always keep an ear to the ground for the
unanticipated rhythms of data.
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