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Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the curious correlation between UFO sightings in South Carolina and the 
total number of successful Mount Everest climbs. Utilizing data from the National UFO Reporting Center 
and the CBC, we employed statistical analysis to uncover a correlation coefficient of 0.9171843 and p < 
0.01 for the years 1975 to 2011, suggesting a robust relationship between these seemingly disparate 
phenomena. Our findings invite further examination into the potential extraterrestrial influence on human 
achievements at great heights, offering an engaging avenue for interdisciplinary exploration in the realms 
of both astrophysics and mountaineering.
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1. Introduction

Introduction

The allure of  the unknown has captivated
human  imagination  for  centuries,  from
ancient myths of celestial beings to modern
fascination  with  unidentified  flying  objects
(UFOs).  The  state  of  South  Carolina  has
notably  been  a  hotbed  for  reported  UFO
sightings,  while  the  conquest  of  Mount
Everest  stands  as  a  pinnacle  of  human
achievement  in  the  realm  of
mountaineering. At first glance, one may not
fathom  a  link  between  these  disparate

occurrences, yet the intriguing possibility of
a connection warrants further investigation.
This  study  delves  into  the  unexpected
correlation between UFO sightings in South
Carolina and the total number of successful
Mount Everest climbs, probing the depths of
this  curious  relationship  with  a  blend  of
statistical analysis and speculative inquiry.

The inexplicable allure of UFO phenomena
and  the  physical  and  psychological
challenges  of  conquering  Earth's  tallest
peak  provide  the  backdrop  for  this
investigation.  The  inquisitive  minds  of
researchers  have  long  pondered  the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



mysteries  of  potential  extraterrestrial
visitations  and  their  impact  on  terrestrial
events. This study endeavors to shed light
on  the  potentially  cosmic  influence  on
human endeavors,  albeit  in a light-hearted
manner that does not stray too far into the
realm of science fiction.

Our research methodology draws from the
National UFO Reporting Center's extensive
database  of  UFO  sightings  in  South
Carolina and the comprehensive records of
Mount Everest climbs compiled by the CBC.
Leveraging  robust  statistical  analysis,  we
have  unearthed  a  surprising  correlation
coefficient of 0.9171843 and p < 0.01 for the
period  spanning  from  1975  to  2011.  This
statistical  link  underscores  the  tangential
connection between UFO sightings in South
Carolina and the total number of successful
Mount  Everest  climbs,  challenging
conventional  expectations  and  inviting
contemplation  on  the  potential
extraterrestrial forces at play.

By delving into this unusual correlation, we
hope to foster stimulating discourse at the
intersection  of  astrophysics  and
mountaineering.  Our  findings  prod  at  the
veil  of  the  unknown,  tantalizing  the
imagination  with  the  prospect  of  celestial
influences  on  earthly  pursuits.  Such
academic  speculation,  while  inherently
audacious, kindles the spirit  of inquiry and
manifests  as a  beacon of  curiosity  amidst
the austere confines of scholarly discourse.

In the following sections, we expound upon
the  methodologies  employed,  the  findings
derived,  and  the  implications  thereof,
navigating  the  realm  of  anomalous
correlations with a blend of academic rigor
and  a  penchant  for  the  peculiar.  Through
this meticulous exploration, we endeavor to
unveil  an  enthralling  corner  of
interdisciplinary inquiry that may elicit  both
scholarly contemplation and the occasional
raised eyebrow of speculative wonderment.

2. Literature Review

In  "Smith  and  Doe,"  the  authors  find  a
comprehensive analysis of UFO sightings in
South Carolina from 1950 to 2000, shedding
light  on  the  patterns  and  frequencies  of
reported  extraterrestrial  encounters.  Their
work provides a foundational understanding
of the prevalence of UFO phenomena in this
region and sets the stage for further inquiry
into  potential  correlations  with  seemingly
unrelated  events.  Similarly,  Jones'
investigation  into  the  history  of  Mount
Everest  expeditions  offers  a  detailed
account of the triumphs and tragedies that
have shaped the mountain's legacy as the
ultimate  challenge  for  climbers.  The
accounts  of  daring ascents and harrowing
descents  serve  as  a  testament  to  the
human  spirit  of  exploration  and
perseverance in the face of daunting natural
obstacles.

Expanding  beyond  direct  academic
inquiries, non-fiction works such as "Aliens
in  America"  by  J.  W.  Wright  and  "Mount
Everest:  The  Reconnaissance,  1921"  by
Charles  Howard-Bury  provide  insightful
perspectives  on  the  cultural  and  historical
contexts surrounding UFO phenomena and
Himalayan mountaineering, respectively.  In
navigating  the  complex  tapestry  of  public
perceptions  and  societal  influences,  these
literary  contributions  offer  valuable  context
for  understanding  the  fascination  with
extraterrestrial  visitations and the allure of
conquering Earth's tallest peak.

On  a  more  speculative  note,  the  fictional
works "Communion" by Whitley Strieber and
"The Abominable" by Dan Simmons weave
captivating narratives that blend elements of
UFO  encounters  and  high-altitude
mountaineering.  While  these  imaginative
tales may not align with empirical research,
they nonetheless contribute to the collective
mythos surrounding otherworldly beings and
the  enigmatic  allure  of  conquering
treacherous summits.
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Furthermore, the animated series "Courage
the Cowardly Dog" and the children's show
"Scooby-Doo"  have  featured  episodes
centered  around  UFO sightings  and  eerie
mountaintop  mysteries,  reflecting  the
pervasive  cultural  fascination  with
unexplained phenomena in  both  terrestrial
and  celestial  realms.  While  these  sources
may not offer direct scholarly insights, they
nevertheless  influence  public  perceptions
and  contribute  to  the  popular  discourse
surrounding  the  intersection  of
extraterrestrial  encounters  and  intrepid
mountaineering pursuits.

3. Our approach & methods

To  explore  the  perplexing  correlation
between UFO sightings  in  South  Carolina
and the total  number  of  successful  Mount
Everest climbs, our research team utilized a
combination  of  data  collection  from  the
National  UFO  Reporting  Center  and  the
CBC. The multi-faceted and, dare I say, out-
of-this-world methodology employed in this
study  included  a  meticulous  extraction  of
UFO sighting reports from South Carolina,
as well as a comprehensive compilation of
successful  Mount  Everest  climbs  for  the
period spanning from 1975 to 2011.

The data mining process involved traversing
the vast  expanses  of  the  internet,  delving
into  the  archives  of  the  National  UFO
Reporting  Center  and  the  CBC  with  the
tenacity of intrepid explorers seeking elusive
artifacts.  The  collection  of  UFO  sighting
reports from South Carolina required sifting
through a  myriad of  accounts that  ranged
from the mundane to the extraordinary, with
an  occasional  sprinkling  of  "close
encounters  of  the  quirky  kind."  Similarly,
garnering  the  records  of  Mount  Everest
climbs demanded a rigorous examination of
expedition logs and alpine statistics, akin to
scaling  the  treacherous  slopes  of  data
accumulation  with  the  unwavering
determination of a seasoned mountaineer.

Once the data was amassed, we subjected
it  to a series of  analytical  procedures that
could  be  described  as  nothing  short  of
otherworldly  in  their  complexity.  From  the
depths of statistical software, we summoned
the powers of correlation analysis, conjuring
correlation  coefficients  and  p-values  with
the incantations of mathematical algorithms.
The resultant metrics unveiled a correlation
coefficient  of  0.9171843  and  a  p-value
below  0.01,  affirming  a  robust  statistical
association between UFO sightings in South
Carolina and the total number of successful
Mount Everest climbs.

Moreover,  to ensure the robustness of our
findings, we conducted sensitivity analyses,
scrutinizing the data with a discerning eye
for  any  extraterrestrial  interference  or
statistical anomalies lurking in the shadows.
The  process  consisted  of  subjecting  the
data to rigorous tests of  resilience akin to
probing for weaknesses in the cosmic fabric
of  correlation,  all  the  while  maintaining  a
healthy  sense  of  skepticism  towards  the
unearthly nature of our research findings.

In  addition,  we  also  performed  stratified
analyses  to  explore  potential  variations  in
the correlation across different time periods
and altitude ranges,  akin to dissecting the
cosmic  phenomenon  with  the  precision  of
an extraterrestrial autopsy. These analyses
offered insights into the nuanced dynamics
of  the relationship between UFO sightings
and Mount Everest triumphs, unraveling the
enigmatic  threads  of  correlation  with  a
fervor bordering on the extraterrestrial.

Overall,  the  methodological  approach
adopted in this study amalgamated the rigor
of  statistical  analysis  with  the  speculative
inquiry befitting the tantalizing mysteries of
extraterrestrial influence. This concoction of
methodological  gravitas  and  a  dash  of
speculative  fervor  paved  the  way  for  an
inquiry  that  waltzed  along  the  ethereal
boundaries  of  correlation,  beckoning  the
scholarly  community  to  gaze  towards  the
heavens and contemplate the cosmic dance
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of  UFO  sightings  and  Mount  Everest
conquests.

4. Results

The  investigation  into  the  correlation
between UFO sightings  in  South  Carolina
and the total  number  of  successful  Mount
Everest  climbs  yielded  intriguing  results.
Our analysis uncovered a robust correlation
coefficient of 0.9171843, indicating a strong
positive  relationship  between  these
seemingly  disparate  phenomena.
Additionally,  the  r-squared  value  of
0.8412271  underscored  the  substantial
proportion of the variance in Mount Everest
summit successes that could be explained
by  variations  in  UFO  sightings  in  South
Carolina.

The  elucidation  of  this  unexpected
connection  posed  an  intellectually
stimulating  challenge,  akin  to  scaling  the
formidable heights of  Mount  Everest  while
pondering the enigma of interstellar visitors.
The  statistical  link  we  unearthed  defied
conventional  expectations,  beckoning  the
inquisitive  mind  to  envision  cosmic
influences on earthly exploits.

The  significance  of  this  relationship  is
visually  encapsulated  in  Fig.  1,  which
portrays  a  scatterplot  demonstrating  the
pronounced  correlation  between  UFO
sightings  in  South  Carolina  and  the  total
number of successful Mount Everest climbs.
The  compelling  visual  representation
reinforces  the  strength  of  the  statistical
connection and conveys the gravity of  our
findings,  allowing  for  a  moment  of
contemplation on the cosmic forces at play.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  striking  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9171843,  accompanied by the r-squared
value  of  0.8412271,  prompts  an  intriguing
contemplation  of  the  potential
extraterrestrial  impact  on  human
accomplishments at great altitudes. It offers
an  engaging  avenue  for  interdisciplinary
exploration,  transcending  the  confines  of
earthly  phenomena  to  contemplate  the
interplay  of  celestial  influences  and
terrestrial achievements.

The  p-value  of  less  than  0.01  further
accentuates  the  statistical  significance  of
our  findings,  corroborating  the  substantive
nature  of  the  relationship  between  UFO
sightings  in  South  Carolina  and  the  total
number of successful Mount Everest climbs.
This statistical confidence lends credence to
the notion of a tangible link between these
seemingly incongruous occurrences, inviting
further  scrutiny  and  speculation  into  the
possible otherworldly influences on human
endeavors.

In conclusion,  our research has shed light
on the unexpected correlation between UFO
sightings  in  South  Carolina  and  the  total
number of successful Mount Everest climbs,
igniting scholarly discourse at the junction of
astrophysics  and  mountaineering.  The
robust statistical evidence, bolstered by the
visual representation in Fig. 1, underscores
the  enthralling  prospect  of  extraterrestrial
forces  shaping  human  achievements,
evoking both  academic  contemplation  and
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the  occasional  quirk  of  speculative
wonderment.

5. Discussion

The findings of our study provide compelling
evidence  of  a  striking  correlation  between
UFO  sightings  in  South  Carolina  and  the
total  number  of  successful  Mount  Everest
climbs. The robust correlation coefficient of
0.9171843, complemented by the r-squared
value  of  0.8412271,  reaffirms  the
substantial  relationship  between  these
seemingly  disparate  phenomena.  Our
results  align  with  prior  research  by  Smith
and Doe, who highlighted the prevalence of
UFO sightings in South Carolina, setting the
stage  for  further  exploration  into  potential
cosmic influences on human achievements.

The  statistically  significant  p-value  of  less
than  0.01  reinforces  the  veracity  of  our
findings, lending credence to the notion of a
tangible  link  between  extraterrestrial
encounters  and  triumphs  atop  the  world's
highest peak. The pursuit of this unorthodox
investigation  was  akin  to  a  high-altitude
climb  in  itself,  navigating  the  precipice  of
conventional wisdom while delving into the
cosmic  unknown.  The  unearthing  of  this
unexpected  connection  invites
contemplation of celestial forces at play in
shaping  human  endeavors,  imbuing
scholarly  discourse  with  a  touch  of
interstellar intrigue.

While  our  study  does  not  posit  a  causal
relationship  between  UFO  sightings  and
Mount  Everest  successes,  it  nonetheless
highlights  the  compelling  nature  of  this
statistical  correlation,  paralleling  the
enigmatic allure of unexplained phenomena
above the clouds. Our work aligns with the
spirit  of  exploration  embodied  in  Jones'
account  of  Mount  Everest  expeditions,
infusing the realm of mountaineering with a
splash of otherworldly speculation.

The visual representation in Fig. 1 serves as
a striking testament  to the strength of  the
statistical connection, capturing the essence
of our findings in a manner reminiscent of
an  artful  depiction  of  the  celestial  dance
between  the  Earth  and  the  heavens.  The
whimsy  of  speculation  on  extraterrestrial
influences offers a lighthearted contrast  to
the rigorous statistical analysis, presenting a
thought-provoking  synthesis  of  earthly
endeavors and potential cosmic intrigue.

In essence,  our  research adds a touch of
cosmic  whimsy  to  the  realm  of
mountaineering,  lending  credence  to  the
notion that beneath the veneer of empirical
inquiry  lies  the  captivating  interplay  of
cosmic  forces  and  human  achievements.
The  unexpected  correlation  uncovered  in
our  study  has  sparked  scholarly  curiosity,
prompting  further  exploration  of  the
intersection  between  otherworldly
encounters and terrestrial triumphs.

6. Conclusion

In  closing,  the  correlation  between  UFO
sightings  in  South  Carolina  and  the  total
number of successful Mount Everest climbs
unveils  an  unexpected  intersection  of
terrestrial  events  and  potential
extraterrestrial  influences.  The  statistical
robustness of the correlation coefficient and
the  r-squared  value  emphasize  the
substantial  relationship  between  these
seemingly disparate phenomena, prompting
contemplation on the cosmic forces at play.
This  correlation  challenges  conventional
narratives  and  offers  an  intriguing  avenue
for  interdisciplinary  exploration,
transcending  the  confines  of  earthly
phenomena  to  consider  the  interplay  of
celestial  influences  and  terrestrial
achievements.

The visual representation in Fig. 1 serves as
a  noteworthy  portrayal  of  the  pronounced
correlation,  providing  a  moment  for
scholarly contemplation and the occasional
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quirk of speculative wonderment. However,
while  our findings provoke fascination and
imagination, it is essential to approach them
with  an  appropriate  degree  of  skepticism.
The  potential  interpretations  of  this
correlation  range  from  the  influence  of
extraterrestrial beings, to mere coincidence,
to  the  tantalizing  possibility  of  alien
mountaineers  summiting  the  peak.  The
latter  two  possibilities  seem  rather  less
likely,  but  who knows? Sometimes truth is
stranger than fiction.

Nonetheless,  it  is  important  to  note  the
limitations  of  this  study,  including  the
inability  to  establish  causality  and  the
potential  for  confounding  variables.  The
peculiar  correlation  remains  an  intriguing
puzzle  yet  to  be  fully  deciphered,  akin  to
navigating through an otherworldly maze of
statistical significance. As such, it  provides
an invitation for further rigorous inquiry into
the  enthralling  intersection  of  astrophysics
and mountaineering.

In  conclusion,  the  enigmatic  connection
between UFO sightings  in  South  Carolina
and the total  number  of  successful  Mount
Everest  climbs  perplexes  and  entices  the
scholarly  mind,  invoking  both  academic
contemplation  and  the  occasional  raised
eyebrow  of  speculative  wonderment.  Yet,
given  the  substantial  statistical  evidence
and the whimsical allure of the correlation, it
is our scholarly duty to assert unequivocally
that  further  research  in  this  area  is
unnecessary.
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