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This research paper presents the results of a tongue-in-cheek investigation into the unsuspecting 
relationship between motor vehicle thefts in Tennessee and the viewership count for the iconic soap 
opera, Days of Our Lives. Drawing on data from the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services and 
Wikipedia, our research team conducted a thorough analysis covering the years 1985 to 2021. To our
surprise, we uncovered a strong positive correlation between the two seemingly unrelated 
phenomena, with a correlation coefficient of 0.8637497 and p < 0.01. Our findings not only shed 
light on the unusual link between criminal activity and daytime television, but also spark new 
questions about the potential influence of soap operas on criminal behavior – or perhaps it's just a 
case of thieves needing an engaging distraction from their nefarious activities. This paper ventures 
beyond the ordinary and invites readers to consider the lighthearted side of academic inquiry, where 
the unexpected can lead to unexpected hypotheses.

In the curious world of  criminology and
soap operas, one may not expect to find
any  common  ground.  However,  in  our
offbeat quest for correlation, we stumbled
upon an unexpected connection between
the  gripping  drama  of  motor  vehicle
thefts  in  Tennessee  and the  tear-jerking
plotlines of the long-running soap opera,
Days of Our Lives. As scholars often say,
truth is indeed stranger than fiction, and
in this case, it's also more entertaining.

While most academic investigations delve
into the serious and grave aspects of life,
our  team  decided  to  embrace  the
lighthearted and quirky side of research.
We  sought  to  explore  the  uncharted
territory  where  crime  statistics  and
daytime  TV  intersect,  in  the  hopes  of
unraveling  a  bit  of  the  enigma  that  is
human behavior – and perhaps to uncover

a  new,  unexpected  twist  in  the  plot  of
statistical analysis.

As  we embarked on this  unconventional
journey, we couldn't help but chuckle at
the peculiarity of our endeavor. After all,
who would have thought  that  one could
navigate  the  realms of  soap  operas  and
FBI crime data in a single study? It's the
kind  of  quirky  undertaking  that  makes
academic  research  delightfully
unpredictable,  like  stumbling  upon  a
thrilling plot twist in a mystery novel.

So,  prepare to be entertained and,  dare
we  say,  astonished,  as  we  present  our
findings that are as “soapy” as they are
statistical  –  all  in the name of  shedding
light on the unforeseen and the comically
improbable.

In the solemn tradition of  academia,  we
tip  our  hats  to  the  whimsical  and  the
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offbeat, inviting our esteemed colleagues
to join us on this rollicking escapade into
the  realms of  soap-inspired  crime.  After
all, in the words of the great philosopher,
Victor Hugo, “Even the darkest night will
end and the sun will rise.” But sometimes,
it seems, that sunrise involves a car chase
and the sound of organ music from your
living room television.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In "Smith et al. (2010)," the authors find a
strong positive correlation between motor
vehicle thefts in urban areas and certain
environmental  factors  such  as
neighborhood income levels and policing
strategies.  However,  while  these  studies
provide  valuable  insights  into  the
sociological and economic drivers of auto
theft, none have delved into the peculiar
relationship  that  our  research  seeks  to
uncover  -  the  influence of  daytime soap
opera viewership on criminal behavior. 

In "Doe and Johnson (2015)," the authors
examine the impact of television viewing
habits  on  adolescent  delinquency,
highlighting  the  potential  role  of  media
consumption in shaping deviant behavior.
Nevertheless,  their  focus  remains  on  a
broader  spectrum  of  television  content,
failing  to  open  the  tantalizing  can  of
worms that is the specific allure of Days
of Our Lives to car thieves in Tennessee.

Moving on from the scholarly articles, we
turn  our  attention  to  non-fiction  books
that could shed light on the topic at hand.
“The Art of the Heist” by J.R. Mintz offers
an in-depth exploration of the psychology
and methods of vehicle thieves. However,
as captivating as this may sound, nowhere
in  Mintz's  work  can  one  find  the
unexpected  twist  that  connects  these
miscreants to a daytime soap opera.

On the fictional side, we venture into the
realm  of  intrigue  and  covert  operations
with  Tom  Clancy's  "The  Hunt  for  Red
October" and Agatha Christie’s "Death on
the Nile."  While these novels may tickle
our sense of mystery, it appears that even

the  most  astute  detectives  and  covert
operatives  have  yet  to  uncover  the
secretive allure of daytime dramas in the
criminal underworld.

As  part  of  our  rigorous  research,  we
watched  television  shows  that  may  be
tangentially  related to  our  investigation.
First,  we  tuned  in  for  an  episode  of
"Forensic  Files"  to  gather  insights  into
criminal  behavior,  only  to  find  that  the
presence  of  Days  of  Our  Lives  in  the
households  of  perpetrators  was  notably
absent from forensic analysis.

With  the  gravity  of  an  academic  paper
slowly loosening its collar, we confess to
also enjoying a few episodes of  "Law &
Order:  Special  Victims  Unit"  for
inspiration, but alas, the fictional crimes
in New York City  did little  to illuminate
the  quirky  correlation  we  seek  to
elucidate.

As we avidly watched these shows as part
of  our  "research,"  it  dawned on us  that
perhaps  we  had  stumbled  upon  a
conspiracy  of  silence  within  the  crime-
solving  community.  Could  it  be that  the
connection between motor vehicle thefts
in  Tennessee  and  Days  of  Our  Lives  is
being intentionally buried?

Conclusively, the existing literature leaves
an  undeniable  gap  in  the  methodology
and scope of research, failing to tap into
the  quirkier  side  of  criminology  and
unexpected  correlations.  Our
investigation is, therefore, a milestone in
the  unexplored  territory  where  crime,
television, and academic inquiry collide –
much like a car thief abruptly slamming
the brakes after an unexpected plot twist
on daytime television.

METHODOLOGY

To uncover the unforeseen link between
motor vehicle thefts in Tennessee and the
viewership count  for  Days of  Our  Lives,
our  research  team  embarked  on  a
whimsical  and  unorthodox  journey  into
the  realms  of  data  collection,  statistical
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analysis,  and  perhaps  a  dash  of
melodramatic intrigue.

First, we scoured the vast expanse of the
internet, armed with keyboards and mugs
of  coffee,  and  delved  into  the  FBI
Criminal  Justice  Information  Services
database.  With  the  poise  of  a  master
detective, we collected essential data on
motor  vehicle  thefts  in  Tennessee  from
1985  to  2021  –  because,  as  any  soap
opera  enthusiast  would  know,  it's
essential to have the full backstory for a
plot twist.

Simultaneously,  we  ventured  into  the
digital landscape, which holds a wealth of
knowledge, and found ourselves perusing
the  depths  of  Wikipedia  to  obtain  the
viewership  count  for  Days  of  Our  Lives
over the same timespan.  Like avid  soap
opera  fans  eagerly  awaiting  the  next
episode, we meticulously gathered every
bit  of  information  with  precision  and
dedication  –  because  in  research,  as  in
soap operas, every detail matters.

With our data in hand, we unleashed the
power  of  statistical  analysis,  brewing  a
potent  concoction  of  correlation
coefficients and p-values that would rival
the  intensity  of  any  daytime  TV  love
triangle. Channeling our inner sleuths, we
conducted a rigorous examination of the
relationship between motor vehicle thefts
and  soap  opera  viewership,  scrutinizing
the  data  with  a  keen  eye  for  surprises
lurking  in  the  shadows  of  statistical
significance.

In the spirit of this offbeat investigation,
we  embraced  the  unexpected  and
navigated  through  uncharted  statistical
territory  with  a  sense  of  humor  and  a
touch  of  dramatic  flair.  As  the  plot
thickened, we employed various analytical
methods  to  uncover  the  underlying
connection  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  phenomena,  because
sometimes,  the  most  bizarre  pairings
reveal the most fascinating insights.

In the end, just as daytime TV characters
unravel  mysteries  and  uncover
scandalous  secrets,  our  research

unraveled the tangled web of correlation
between criminal activity and soap opera
viewership,  leaving  us  with  a  thrilling
conclusion  that  transcends  the  ordinary
boundaries of academic inquiry – proving
that  truth  can  be  stranger  and  more
entertaining  than  fiction.  With  that,  our
methodology  ensured  that  our  scholarly
expedition was not only rigorous but also
delightfully  unpredictable,  much  like  a
dramatic plot twist we never saw coming.

RESULTS

 

The  analysis  of  the  data  revealed  a
surprisingly  strong  positive  correlation
between  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Tennessee  and the  viewership  count  for
Days  of  Our  Lives.  The  correlation
coefficient  obtained  was  0.8637497,
indicating a robust  relationship between
the  two  variables.  Furthermore,  the  r-
squared value of 0.7460635 suggests that
approximately 74.6% of the variability in
motor vehicle thefts can be explained by
changes in the viewership count  for  the
soap opera.

This unexpected correlation has certainly
put  a  new spin  on  the  term "car  chase
drama,"  revealing  an  intriguing  link
between the world of criminal activity and
the  captivating  narratives  of  daytime
television.  It  appears  that  the  engaging
escapades  on  screen  may  have  been
mirrored  on  the  streets  of  Tennessee,
albeit  in  a  slightly  less  glamorous  and
more illicit context.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Despite  our  initial  amusement  at  the
prospect  of  uncovering  a  direct
relationship between motor vehicle thefts
and soap opera viewership, the statistical
analysis  has provided a compelling case
for  further  exploration  of  this  peculiar
connection. The figure (Fig. 1) illustrates
the  strong  association  between  the  two
variables,  showcasing  the  unlikely  but
undeniable  pattern  that  our  study  has
brought to light.

The  results  not  only  challenge
conventional expectations but also offer a
lighthearted perspective on the potential
influence  of  popular  culture  on  criminal
behavior. It seems that when it comes to
analyzing  the  quirks  of  human conduct,
truth can indeed be stranger than fiction –
and often far more entertaining.

Ultimately,  our  findings  invite  further
investigation  into  the  unorthodox
intersections  of  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena,  and in doing so,  they serve
as a reminder that the world of research
is  rich  with  unexpected  discoveries  and
comically  improbable  connections.  This
study  stands  as  a  testament  to  the
intriguing  unpredictability  of  academic
inquiry,  where  the  most  unlikely
correlations can illuminate new pathways
of understanding, even if they lead us to a
soap opera set in the process.

DISCUSSION

The  discovery  of  a  significant  positive
correlation between motor vehicle thefts

in Tennessee and the viewership count for
Days of Our Lives has left us with more
questions  than  answers,  much  like  any
compelling  soap  opera  cliffhanger.  Our
results  not  only  support  the  existing
research on the sociological and economic
drivers of auto theft but also bring a new
and  unexpected  twist  to  the  mix  –  a
connection between criminal activity and
the  small-screen  drama  that  has
entertained audiences for decades.

Drawing  on  the  literature  review,  we
humorously  considered  the  potential
influence  of  soap  operas  on  criminal
behavior.  Now,  to  our  surprise,  the
statistical  analysis  has  confirmed  that
there  is  indeed  a  strong  relationship
between  these  two  seemingly  dissimilar
phenomena.  Our  findings  support  prior
research  on  the  impact  of  television
viewing  habits  on  deviant  behavior,  as
well as the influence of environmental and
lifestyle  factors  on  auto  theft.  However,
our study takes an unorthodox approach
to  these  concepts,  where  soap  opera
viewership emerges as a potential factor
in shaping criminal activity.

Looking back at the literature review, we
playfully pondered whether a conspiracy
of  silence  within  the  crime-solving
community  was  burying  the  connection.
While  this  was  offered  as  a  tongue-in-
cheek observation, the strong correlation
we uncovered suggests that the potential
influence  of  soap  operas  on  criminal
behavior may indeed be a topic that has
slipped  through  the  cracks  of  academic
investigation.  Our  study  adds  a
lighthearted  but  thought-provoking
dimension  to  the  field  of  criminology,
reminding  researchers  to  consider  the
unexpected  and  the  quirkier  side  of
human behavior.

In conclusion, our findings provide a fresh
perspective on the intersection of popular
culture and criminal activity, challenging
traditional  expectations  and  prompting
further  exploration  into  this  peculiar
connection.  This  research  serves  as  a
reminder  that  the  world  of  academia  is
filled  with  surprises  and  comically
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improbable  connections.  Despite  the
initially  light-hearted  nature  of  our
inquiry,  these  unexpected  correlations
have  opened  new  pathways  of
understanding,  even  if  they  lead  us
squarely  into  the  captivating  world  of
soap operas and car thefts.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  provided
compelling  evidence  of  a  significant
correlation between motor vehicle thefts
in Tennessee and the viewership count for
Days  of  Our  Lives.  It  seems  that  the
captivating  storylines  of  the  soap  opera
have been unwittingly driving not just its
audience, but also the motor vehicles of
Tennessee. Who would have thought that
the  dramatic  ups  and  downs  on  screen
could  have  such a  direct  impact  on  the
real-life "fast and furious" pursuits?

The results of our investigation have truly
brought  new  meaning  to  the  term  "car
chase drama," highlighting the surprising
ways  in  which  the  world  of  criminal
activity  intersects  with  the  fictional
narratives  of  daytime  television.  It
appears that the allure of daytime drama
might  have  led  some  individuals  to
engage in activities that are, shall we say,
at odds with the law.

As much as we've enjoyed uncovering this
unexpected correlation, it's with a heavy
heart  that  we  must  acknowledge  the
potential  repercussions  of  our  findings.
Could  it  be  that  the  soap  opera's
enthralling  plot  twists  and  romantic
entanglements  are  inadvertently  fueling
the illicit activities of car thieves? Or is it
simply  a  case  of  coincidental  timing,
where the stolen rides are just making a
perfectly orchestrated grand entrance to
the show's dramatic moments?

While our study has certainly tickled our
funny  bones  and  added  a  flair  of
excitement  to  the  world  of  statistical
analysis,  we  must  recognize  the
implications  of  such  a  correlation.  The
question arises: can soap operas, in some

inexplicable  way,  influence  criminal
behavior? As far-fetched as it sounds, the
evidence speaks for itself.

In the spirit  of scholarly inquiry,  we call
for further investigation into the potential
effects  of  soap  operas  on  the  behaviors
and actions of individuals. After all, when
it comes to the quirks of human conduct,
it seems that reality might not be too far
off  from the  scripted  drama  of  daytime
television.

Let's not allow this topic to be relegated
to the realm of mere entertainment or idle
musings. Our research has uncovered an
unexpected  knot  in  the  tangled  web  of
correlations, and it is our academic duty
to  unravel  it.  However,  we  also
acknowledge that maybe, just maybe, this
correlation is not worth losing sleep over.
The world of academic research is filled
with mysteries, and we believe this one is
best  left  as  a  humorous  footnote  in  the
annals of scholarly investigations.

So, with a nod to the unexpected and a tip
of the hat to the delightfully peculiar, we
assert  that  perhaps  no  more
investigations  are  needed  in  this
particular  area  –  unless,  of  course,  the
stolen cars start reappearing in the soap
opera  plots.  After  all,  we wouldn't  want
the  writers  to  run  out  of  "thrilling"
material.
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