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Abstract

This study delves into the unexpected connection between
motor vehicle thefts in Tennessee and viewership count
for  the  long-running  soap  opera,  Days  of  Our  Lives.
Through meticulous  analysis  of  data  obtained  from the
FBI Criminal Justice Information Services and Wikipedia,
our  research  team  uncovered  a  surprising  correlation.
Utilizing  sophisticated  statistical  techniques,  we
calculated a correlation coefficient  of 0.8637497 with a
significance level of p < 0.01 for the years 1985 to 2021.
Our findings not only provide insight into the potential
influence  of  television  programming  on  criminal
behaviors,  but  also  highlight  the  humorously  enigmatic
ways  in  which  seemingly  unrelated  phenomena  can
intersect.

1. Introduction

Introduction

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  start  your  engines  for  an
exhilarating  journey  through  the  wacky  world  of
statistical  analysis and soap opera fandom. Buckle
up as we embark on a thrilling ride to uncover the
unexpected connection between motor vehicle thefts
in  Tennessee  and  the  viewership  count  for  the
beloved  soap  opera,  Days  of  Our  Lives.  Hold  on
tight, because this academic paper is about to shift
gears  and take you on a statistical  joyride like no
other.

In  the  fast-paced  realm  of  research,  we  often
encounter the unexpected, the inexplicable, and the
downright quirky. One might say that the world of
data analysis is a soap opera in its own right, full of
dramatic  twists,  surprising  turns,  and  statistical
cliffhangers.  Our  research  project,  titled  "Days  of
Our  Driven  Lives,"  plunges  headfirst  into  the
peculiar  correlation  between  motor  vehicle  thefts
and the enduring allure of daytime television drama.
We  are  about  to  crack  open  the  case  of  this
mysterious  connection,  much  like  a  detective
unraveling a thrilling storyline.

In  the  time-honored  tradition  of  scientific  inquiry,
this  study  aims  to  both  entertain  and  inform.  We
harness the power of data - the superhero of research
-  to  uncover  patterns  and  relationships  that  might
otherwise  elude  the  untrained  eye.  Much  like  the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



soap  opera  genre  itself,  our  findings  promise
suspense,  intrigue,  and  perhaps  even  a  touch  of
melodrama.

Now,  dear  readers,  let  us  embrace  the  sheer
serendipity  of  academic exploration as we embark
on  a  quest  to  unravel  the  enigmatic  link  between
stolen  automobiles  and  daytime  soap  operas.
Through  rigorous  analysis  and  a  dash  of  good
humor, we invite you to join us on this whimsical
escapade into the heart of statistical discovery. So,
grab your popcorn, settle into your favorite armchair,
and  prepare  to  be  dazzled  by  the  strange,  the
improbable,  and  the  downright  fantastical.  The
curtain is about to rise on an academic performance
worthy of a standing ovation.

2. Literature Review

The uncovering of unusual connections in the world
of research has been a recurring theme throughout
academic  literature.  In  "A Statistical  Odyssey"  by
Smith,  the  authors  find  a  plethora  of  unexpected
correlations,  from  ice  cream  sales  and  drowning
incidents  to  the  number  of  Nicholas  Cage  movies
and swimming pool accidents. This juxtaposition of
seemingly  unrelated  phenomena  captures  the
essence  of  statistical  inquiry  –  the  quest  for  the
quirky, the unusual, and the downright bizarre.

Turning to the world of non-fiction works, “Crime
and  Consequences”  by  Doe  explores  the  societal
impact of  criminal  behavior,  shedding light  on the
intricate  web  of  factors  that  contribute  to  illegal
activities.  Similarly,  Jones’  “Television  and  Its
Influence”  delves  into  the  far-reaching  effects  of
media consumption on human behavior, providing a
lens  through which to  examine the intersection of
television viewership and external outcomes.

In the realm of fiction, the classic novel "The Great
Car Caper" by A. Auto Thief spins a tale of daring
heists  and  high-speed  chases,  transporting  readers
into  a  world  where  stolen  automobiles  reign
supreme. Meanwhile, the literary masterpiece "Days
of  Larceny"  by  Soap  Opera  Enthusiast  weaves  a
narrative of  romance,  intrigue,  and the captivating
allure of daytime drama.

Beyond the confines of traditional literature, social
media  platforms  have  become a  hub of  intriguing

insights  and  anecdotal  evidence.  In  a  tweet  by
@CarChaseConnoisseur, the user humorously quips,
"Could motor  vehicle  thefts  be  EJ DiMera's  latest
scheme  to  boost  Days  of  Our  Lives  ratings?
#SoapOperaCrimes #StatisticalPlotTwist."

As  our  foray  into  the  interplay  between  motor
vehicle thefts in Tennessee and viewership count for
Days of Our Lives unfolds, it becomes abundantly
clear that  the tapestry of correlations is  as diverse
and  unpredictable  as  the  unfolding  plotlines  of  a
soap opera. This literature review sets the stage for
our  exploration  into  the  unexpected  synchrony  of
criminal activity and daytime television, presenting a
lighthearted yet thought-provoking backdrop for the
statistical revelations that lie ahead.

3. Methodology

In  this  section,  we  will  unveil  the  quirky  and
captivating  methods  employed  to  dissect  the
correlation  between  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Tennessee and the viewership count for Days of Our
Lives. Our research team, armed with an insatiable
curiosity  and  an  arsenal  of  statistical  tools,  dove
headlong into the abyss of data analysis, heedless of
the potential quagmires that lay ahead.

Data Collection:

First,  we  scoured  the  expanses  of  the  internet,
employing  our  best  detective  skills  to  source  data
from the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services
and that digital encyclopedia of whimsy, Wikipedia.
After  navigating  the  treacherous  waters  of  online
repositories,  we  emerged  triumphant,  clutching
datasets  spanning  the  years  1985  to  2021  like
precious  artifacts  salvaged  from  the  shipwreck  of
statistical obscurity.

The "Days of Our Lives" Variable:

To quantify the ethereal allure of Days of Our Lives,
we  harnessed  the  power  of  viewership  count  –  a
metric  that  encapsulates  the  audience's  unyielding
devotion  to  the  convoluted  plotlines,  dramatic
cliffhangers, and unimaginably durable characters of
this beloved soap opera. Utilizing information from
broadcast  ratings  and  audience  research,  we
meticulously tracked the ebb and flow of viewers'
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fascination  with  the  ageless  saga  of  scandal,
romance, and absurdly improbable plot twists.

The "Motor Vehicle Thefts in Tennessee" Variable:

Next, we delved into the tumultuous world of motor
vehicle  thefts  in  the  state  of  Tennessee,  where
automobiles,  much  like  doomed  protagonists  in  a
televised melodrama, are often whisked away in a
blur  of  mystery  and  adrenaline.  Armed  with  data
from  law  enforcement  agencies,  we  sought  to
measure  the  erratic  rhythm  of  vehicular
disappearances,  pondering  the  clandestine
maneuvers and capers of those who dare to snatch
cars from their unsuspecting owners.

Statistical Analyses:

Armed with a formidable arsenal of statistical tools,
we  summoned  the  spirits  of  correlation  analysis,
regression  models,  and  significance  testing  to
unravel the mesmerizing relationship between these
seemingly  divergent  variables.  We  invoked  the
ghosts of  the great  statisticians  past  and present  –
from the  illustrious  Karl  Pearson to  the  enigmatic
R.A. Fisher – to guide us through the confounding
mazes of numerical intrigue.

Ethical Considerations:

In  our  tireless  pursuit  of  statistical  enlightenment,
we remained steadfast in our commitment to ethical
research  practices.  We upheld  the  sanctity  of  data
privacy,  ensuring that  all  information was  handled
with  the  care  and  discretion  befitting  the  most
delicate of soap opera secrets.

Limitations:

Just as the most suspenseful soap operas are fraught
with  cliffhangers  and  unresolved  plot  twists,  our
research  endeavor  was  not  without  its  limitations.
We  acknowledge  that  correlations,  much  like  the
most tantalizing story arcs, do not imply causation,
and  that  lurking  confounding  variables  may  yet
elude the grasp of our analytical prowess.

4. Results

The results of our investigation into the correlation
between  motor  vehicle  thefts  in  Tennessee  and
viewership  count  for  Days  of  Our  Lives  have

yielded  some  delightfully  unexpected  findings.
Through rigorous statistical analysis, we unearthed a
correlation coefficient of 0.8637497, a r-squared of
0.7460635, and a p-value of less than 0.01 for the
period spanning from 1985 to 2021.

Our  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually  encapsulates  the
strong,  almost  soap-operatic  relationship  between
these seemingly unrelated variables. The data points
are so tightly clustered that one might mistake them
for a tightly scripted plotline.

One might ponder: does the excitement of Days of
Our Lives captivate audiences to such an extent that
they seek thrills elsewhere – perhaps in the form of
Grand  Theft  Auto:  Tennessee  Drift?  Or  does  the
high-octane drama of stolen cars somehow fuel the
fervor  for  daytime  television  melodrama?  These
questions,  though  as  puzzling  as  a  soap  opera
cliffhanger, demand further exploration.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our  results  not  only  underline  the  intriguing
convergence of automotive larceny and soap opera
fervency  but  also  serve  as  a  testament  to  the
whimsical  and  unpredictable  nature  of  statistical
relationships.  As  with  any  great  soap  opera  plot
twist,  our  findings  invite  further  contemplation,
speculation,  and  perhaps  even  a  dramatic  gasp  or
two.

In  conclusion,  one  cannot  help  but  marvel  at  the
capricious dance of data, which, much like the plot
twists of a daytime television saga, has the power to
both  confound  and  captivate.  Our  research
underscores  the  unpredictability  of  statistical
relationships and provides a lighthearted reminder of
the  endlessly  entertaining  interplay  between
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research,  discovery,  and the joy of uncovering the
unexpected.

So, as the plot thickens and the drama unfolds, we
invite fellow researchers and soap opera aficionados
alike to revel in the whimsy of our findings and join
us in embracing the enigmatic, the improbable, and
the gloriously peculiar. For, in the grand narrative of
statistical  exploration,  the  correlations  we  uncover
are but mere morsels of the endlessly riveting tale of
discovery.

5. Discussion

The  correlation  between  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Tennessee  and  viewership  count  for  Days  of  Our
Lives has left us with more questions than answers.
We  must  tread  carefully  through  this  maze  of
statistical whimsy, much like a soap opera character
navigating a tangled love triangle. 

Our findings echo the sentiments of Smith from "A
Statistical  Odyssey."  Just  as  ice  cream  sales  and
drowning  incidents  can  unexpectedly  converge,  it
appears  that  the allure of Days of Our  Lives  may
have an uncanny influence on the proclivity for car
thefts in Tennessee. Our results lend support to the
inexplicable and often comical web of correlations
that populate the field of statistical inquiry.

The literary musings of A. Auto Thief in "The Great
Car Caper" and the Soap Opera Enthusiast in "Days
of Larceny" take on an unexpected air of plausibility
in light of our research. The intricate dance between
stolen automobiles  and soap opera melodrama has
been illuminated by our study,  suggesting that  the
real-world interplay of these variables may contain
more  intrigue  than  even  the  most  suspenseful  of
daytime dramas.

Moreover,  the  humorous  tweet  by
@CarChaseConnoisseur,  though intended as a jest,
has inadvertently touched upon a statistical plot twist
of grand proportions. Could it be that the nefarious
schemes  of  soap  opera  villains  have,  in  fact,
bolstered the ratings of Days of Our Lives through a
surge  in  automotive  larceny?  The  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8637497 seems to suggest  so,  and
the unexpected parallels between the world of crime
and drama have indeed left us with much to ponder.

In the grand narrative of statistical exploration, our
research serves as a playful reminder that the quest
for knowledge is not without its moments of levity
and absurdity. As researchers, we must embrace the
whimsical  and  the  improbable,  much  like  avid
viewers anticipate the outrageous plot twists of their
favorite  soap  operas.  The  capricious  nature  of
statistical relationships and the endless potential for
unearthing the unexpected form an integral part of
the ever-enthralling tale of research and discovery.

And so, as we part ways with our findings, let us not
bid adieu but  rather  anticipate  a  future  filled with
more  delightful  and  entertaining  statistical  capers.
For,  in  the  ongoing saga  of  academic  inquiry,  the
correlations  we  encounter  are  but  a  mere  glimpse
into  the  much  larger  tapestry  of  the  intricately
interwoven,  the  amusingly  inexplicable,  and  the
gloriously absurd.

6. Conclusion

In  the  grand  finale  of  our  bizarre  and  riveting
statistical  soap  opera,  the  correlations  we’ve
uncovered  between  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Tennessee and the viewership count for Days of Our
Lives  are  as  jaw-dropping as  a classic  soap opera
plot  twist.  Through  our  data  analysis,  we've
uncovered a relationship so strong, it’s like the bond
between a troubled soap character  and their  secret
identical twin. The statistician’s equivalent of ‘who
shot JR?’!

Our  findings  highlight  the  fantastical  and
confounding  nature  of  statistical  relationships,
reminding  us  that  the  world  of  data  is  as
unpredictable and dramatic as the most far-fetched
soap  opera  storyline.  It’s  as  though  the  statistics
themselves  are  performing  a  soap  opera-worthy
cliffhanger,  leaving  us  on  the  edge  of  our  seats,
eagerly awaiting the next thrilling installment.

As  we  heed  the  curtain  call  for  this  research
endeavor, we conclude that no further investigation
is needed in this area; the correlation between motor
vehicle thefts in Tennessee and Days of Our Lives
viewership count is as clear as the hero’s journey in
a  daytime drama.  The  finale  has  arrived,  and like
any  good  soap opera,  it’s  a  delightful  mix  of  the
unexpected,  the  humorous,  and  the  utterly

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



captivating. We leave you with the dramatic flourish
of a soap opera plot twist—end scene!

With these spirited methods firmly in place, our 
research team embarked on a whimsical odyssey 
through the tangled web of statistical intrigue, 
determined to illuminate the perplexing nexus 
between stolen vehicles and televised melodrama.
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